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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

Club Meetings: 
1st Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the Fairfield 

County Job & Family 

Services on corner of W.  

Main St. and Memorial Dr., 

Lancaster, OH. Go to the 

EMA room until further 

notice. 

 
Clubhouse 
Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 

Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

Weather Spotter 
Net: 

146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 8:30 P 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
 

VE Test 
 

VE test sessions on 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at 

the Red Cross building on W. Mulberry St. just off of 

Broad St. Call Robert Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-

1901). For more details go to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  

 

2017  Officers 
 

President: 
Paul Flautt, KB8CMW 

 

Vice President: 
Gregg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Treasurer: 
Paul Kidwell, W8PDK  

 

Secretary: 
Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 
 

Volunteer Examiner Liaison: 
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Activities Manager: 

Becky Numbers, KC8NQE 

 

Public Relations: 

Ron Braden, W8MYY 

 

Web Master: 
Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.k8qik.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:30 p.m., Paul KB8CMW called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
 

There were 2 visitors in attendance: Kenny Warner, KE8HBN and Diane Warner, KE8HLD 

 

There were 3 applications to pass around: Ted Stephens, N8ASH, 2nd review of his application and was voted 

in as a member of the club. Kenny Warner, KE8HBN and Diane Warner, KE8HLD, 1st review of their 

applications. 
 

Sign-in sheet passed around tonight: 22 people signed-in. 

 
Mike WN8C Ralph W8BVH Paul KB8CMW Jack AE8P Greg KD8SSJ Paul W8PDK  

David WB9PXH Charlie N8KZN Jeff KE8AME Brooks KD8XJ Ron W8MYY Dennis KB8WR  

Mary KD8EEI Robert KC8PSW Rod K1RQS Stephen KT8SW Kay KC8HJW John W8OF  

Timothy KE8EGE Jedidiah KE8GEB Kenny KE8HBN Diane KE8HLD Carolyn KE8AFM   
 

Those who were in attendance but did not sign in are: Jack AE8P, Steve KD8JLA, Ray KD8WHY, Charlie 

N8KZN, Scott WD8IXO, Connie N8LPC.   Total attendees were 28. 

  

Officer Reports 

 

Secretary Report, Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM (interim): 

 

There were no changes needed to the August meeting minutes; Motion to accept by Ralph W8BVH, seconded by 

Mary KD8EEI.  Vote to accept motion was unanimous.  
 

Web Master, Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV: 

 

Kevin was not present but was contacted during the meeting by Paul KB8CMW, via phone and Kevin reported that 

Jon Larabee, KC8RUI, who was a previous club member has agreed to take over the web master position once he 

has become a club member again.  Kevin is still willing to continue this position from Virginia until Jon will take 

over.  

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Paul Kidwell, W8PDK: 

 

Paul, W8PDK presented the treasurer’s report for June & July. Motion to accept the report by Dave WB9XH 

seconded by Kay KC8HJW.  Vote to accept motion was unanimous.  Paul reported that the club now has two new 

signers for the checking and savings accounts.  They are Paul W8PDK and John W8OF.  There was a temporary 

issue with the savings account when new signatures were to be assigned as Ed WD8PGO, was the only name on 

the account.  The bank stated that it would have to go through probate to get it changed but upon comparing the 

501C3 status and other documentation of both the checking and savings accounts, the bank allowed new signers.  

The presentation of the death certificate, was obviously a necessary document in allowing new signatures to the 

accounts.  It was stated that the club should safe guard the financial integrity of the club by ALWAYS having a 

minimum of 2 signers on each of the accounts. 

 

 

 

September 7, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
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Emergency Coordinator: Greg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 
 

Greg thanked all the volunteers for giving their time and service during the Millersport Sweet Corn Festival. 

 

Greg made it known that the EMA will have a presence and specified location at the upcoming Fairfield County 

Fair and that Jon Kochis has invited LFCARC club members to man the booth alongside EMA and CERT.  The 

club will be able to demonstrate amateur radio in addition to handing out literature.  Greg presented a sign-up sheet 

of days and hours to volunteer.  EMA has requested a minimum of one hour, but encourages a three hour slot of 

time.  Please note that if anyone signs up for a three hour slot, they would receive free parking at the fair.  Please 

contact Greg to get your day/time slot.  

 

In addition, Greg reported that he has attended a number of EMA meetings within the past month. 

 

VP Report/Net Control Manager:   Greg, KD8SSJ 

 

No report for VP position. 

 

Greg, KD8SSJ asked for volunteers for Monday night net control.  The dates needed and the volunteers that came 

forward are as follows: 

 

 NET CONTROL OPERATORS 

September 4th Paul,  KB8CMW 

September 11th Jeff, W8AGS 

September 18th Robert, KC8PSW 

September 25th Jeff, KE8AME 

October 2nd Paul, KB8CMW 
*Please see the club calendar for dates and names for the Monday Night Net Control Operators. 

 
 

Trustee Report/Station Engineer Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

John discussed with the club the need to finish the club’s station at the Red Cross building which most certainly 

will be used for emergency operations.  Ron Cook, who attended last month’s club meeting and is also director 

over several Red Cross counties, would like us to have the station completed, as other areas including Newark, Mt. 

Vernon, and Chillicothe already have stations set up at their respective Red Cross buildings.  He also mentioned 

that three of our club members will have access to our local Red Cross building.  In order to get our station 

completed, John stated that the Red Cross was willing to pay for all the remaining materials but with the focus on 

relief efforts involving Hurricane Irma, it would be postponed for a time.  So, John relayed that in order to 

complete the project, it would cost around $200 in materials.  If the club would decide to use funds, this would 

enable the project to be completed fairly quickly.  Robert KC8PSW made a motion to allocate $200 from the 

club’s funds to purchase the needed materials to complete the project.  Jeff KE8AME seconded the motion.  Vote 

was taken and motion passed unanimously. 

 

As station engineer, John stated that he has repaired 146.70 and Echolink will be up and running tomorrow, 

September 8th. 

 

Committee Reports 
 

 

Chairman Volunteer Exam Committee: Volunteer Examiner Liaison Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 
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Robert reported that there was 1 General in August who passed.  Robert also stated that he has not had a good 

response in holding training for the tests on the third Tuesday of each month.  He wants to try offering it on a 

Saturday.  Also, he now has books that he ordered for each of the levels of license to train with. 

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

 

Ralph made a request of club members to send him content for the Ragchewer regarding any radio activity that you 

are involved with.  This would make for a more interesting Ragchewer. 
 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

 No report.  

This month’s Safety Presentation, “? “ (No one was asked to give a presentation for this month) 

 
 

Public Relations:  Ron Braden, W8MYY 

 

Ron informed us that he has been in contact with a troop of boy scouts regarding our club helping them to get their 

radio badge.  He has received no response. 

 

Activities Manager: Becky Numbers, KC8NQE 

 

The upcoming club breakfast will be on Saturday, September 16th at the American Legion Post #11 @ 9:00 a.m. 

Cost is $6.00, all you can eat. 

 

All club activity business should be e-mailed to Becky at k8qik.activities@gmail.com this email is used 

for club business relating to club activities. 

  

  

Old Business: 

Nominations.  The nominations committee, Robert KC8PSW, Rod K1RQS, and Jeff KE8AME made calls to the 

club members to get nominations for the upcoming election of officers in October.  Robert reported nominations 

for the following: 

President-John W8OF, Rod K1RQS, Dave W8HUD, Jeff KE8AME, Greg KD8SSJ, Robert KC8PSW 

Vice President-Greg KD8SSJ, Dave W8HUD 

Secretary-Dave W8HUD, John W8AGS, Ralph W8BVH, Rod K1RQS 

Treasurer-Paul W8PDK, Dave W8HUD 

Activities-Rod K1RQS, Dave W8HUD, Jeff KE8AME 

 

In accordance with the by-laws, under nomination procedure: (b), as stated in part: ‘All members nominated must 

be in good standing and agree to serve if elected, before the September meeting is adjourned.’   As a result, John 

W80F declined nomination for President as well as Robert KC8PSW.  Greg KD8SSJ accepted nomination for 

Vice-President.  No one accepted nomination for Secretary.  Paul WD8PDK accepted nomination for Treasurer.  

Dave W8HUD was contacted by Paul KB8CMW during the meeting to ask if he would accept nomination for any 

office and he declined.  Paul also tried to reach John W8AGS and there was no response by the end of the meeting.  

Rod K1RQS and Jeff KE8AME both said they were willing to fulfill either President or Activities.  They decided 

to flip a coin to see who would accept nomination for either office.  Since no one wanted nomination for Secretary, 

Mary KD8EEI stated that she would be willing to fill in until someone was found to take the responsibility.  There 

were no nominations from the floor.   

 

For the October election, the following will be voted into office: 

President-Jeff KE8AME 

mailto:k8qik.activities@gmail.com
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Vice President-Greg KD8SSJ 

Secretary-None 

Treasurer-Paul W8PDK 

Activities-Rod K1RQS 

New Business: 
 

Rod, K1RQS stated that a site for OSPOTA for members to participate will be at A.W. Marion park, at the main 

entrance, Saturday, September 9th, from 8a.m. till 6p.m.  On-air time starts at 10a.m. 

 

FYI: Universal Radio is relocating from their current location, to north near  270.  Please check with the store to 

get exact location. 
 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:37p.m. by Ralph W8BVH.  Seconded by Kay KC8HJW 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM (interim secretary) 

 

** 
 
 

Our club participating in the Ohio State Parks on the Air contest for 9-9-2017 
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80 meters was the best band Saturday. 40m, 20m all 

running long distance. We could barely hear Ohio State Parks but was able to hear all surrounding states. We tried 

different antenna configurations, no difference. 

 

We were running battery power for the equipment. 

 

We had (2) OCFD Off Center Fed antennas along with Hamsticks in Dipole Configuration on a pole. 

 

I Worked Route 66 Special event in New Mexico and Missouri. Also Worked Mark Twain State Park Event 

Worked 16th anniversary event of 9/11 in New York 

 

Jeff (KE8AME) did 80m and QSO'd 31 State Parks. The last we knew, 53 out of the 74 state parks were activated. 

  

Out of 90 some members in the club, those in attendance were: Rod, K1RQS; Jeff, KE8AME; Dave, W9PXH; 

Kenny, KE8HBN; Diane, KE8HLD. Kenny & Diane have just applied for membership into the Club. Diane is 

getting off to a good start by bringing homemade chicken salad, chips and blueberry muffins. Thanks a lot Diane. 

They reside in Lancaster. Also visiting were Greg, KD8SSJ and Steve, KD8JLA. Thanks for coming. It was nice to 

have you here. The weather was just beautiful. Hope the rest of you can be involved nest year. 

 

Pictures and info courtesy of Rod, K1RQS. 

 
    

** 



 
 

 

8 

Ever wonder what it means??? 
If you've ever been to QRZ.com, no doubt you've seen this image. But, what does it 
mean? Well, the top left block is the juicy part. Names are on the left, info is on the 
right. The top 6 to remember are: 

SFI: Solar Flux Index. Valued from 62.5-300. The higher the number, the greater the 
level of ionization is, and the higher the frequency. 
SN: Sunspot Number. Valued from 0-250. Hey, we all know the more sunspot, the 
better! 
A: Planetary A Index. Valued from 0-400. Provides a daily average level for 
geomagnetic activity. Both high A and K indicates geomagnetic field is unstable, and HF 
signals are prone to sudden fades, and some paths may close while others open up 
abruptly and with little warning. High K index/Low A indicates a sudden, abrupt 
disturbance in the geomagnetic field, which can cause an intense but brief disruption 
in HF propagation, but can cause an aurora event. 
K: Planetary K Index. Valued from 0-9. Measures disturbances in the horizontal 
component of earth's magnetic field. A Index and K Index go hand in hand, as do Solar 
Wind. 
SW: Solar Wind. Value from 0-1000. Speed (kilometers per second) of the charged 
particles as they pass earth. The higher the speed, the greater the pressure is exerted 
on the ionosphere. Values greater than 500 km/sec have impact on HF 
communications. 
Geomag Field (bottom left): Geomagnetic Field. Indicates how quiet or active the 
earth's magnetic field is based on the K-Index value. Reports as Inactive, Very Quite, 
Quiet, Unsettled, Active, Minor Storm, Major Storm, Severe Storm, or Extreme Storm. 
Higher indications can cause HF blackouts and aurora events. 
Each of these factors play off of each other. Very interesting once you get the general 
grasp. Keep learning and have fun! 
Full info and glossary is located here: http://www.hamqsl.com/solar2.html#glossary 

** 
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NEWS FROM YOUR ARRL 
 

ARRL President Issues Call for Members to Reach Out to their Senators to Support S. 1534 
(from ARRL Bulletins) 

ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, is calling on League members to urge their US Senators to support the 

Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017, S. 1534. ARRL has opened a RallyCongress page to simplify the task. “[W]e 

are at a crossroad in our efforts to obtain passage of The Amateur Radio Parity Act,” Roderick said. He said the 

campaign to secure passage of the bill scored a major victory earlier this year when H.R. 555 passed unanimously 

in the US House of Representatives. Obtaining passage of the companion Senate bill, S. 1534, is the final 

legislative hurdle. “Now is the time for all hams to get involved in the process! 

” Roderick said. “Many of you already live in deed -restricted communities, and that number 

grows daily.”  

He urged radio amateurs now restricted by a Homeowners Association from installing effective 

outdoor 

antennas to visit the RallyCongress site and e-mail their two US Senators. He also encouraged 

those not now  

affected by deed covenants, conditions, and restrictions (CC&Rs) to support their fellow radio amateurs by  

doing the same. 

“If you want to help create an opportunity — not available before now — for Amateurs who live in deed  

restricted communities to install effective outdoor antennas on property that they own or lease, send these e- 

mails today!” Roderick said. “We need you to reach out to your Senators today. Right away.”  S. 1534 was 

introduced in the US Senate on July 12, marking another step forward for this landmark legislation.  

Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) are the Senate sponsors. The measure will, for  

the first time, guarantee all radio amateurs living in deed -restricted communities governed by a Homeowners  

Association (HOA) or subject to any private land -use regulations, the right to erect and maintain effective  

outdoor antennas at their homes, while protecting the aesthetic concerns of HOAs. 

** 
 

 

 

NIMS Training & Ohio Responds Update 
Our numbers are continuing to grow, slowly, but assuredly! And, here’s the stats to prove it: 1 Members in 

database: 775; Active Members: 762; Members NIMS complete: 566 and for the biggie.. Total Courses Taken: 

5,105. We also have 148 persons now registered in the Ohio Responds database. How do I know if I’m on the list 

or not? Here’s the link to the list. http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/special/nims_roster.html If you don’t see your name on 

the list, and you’ve submitted your certificates? Contact me immediately! Hey.. Don’t forget, once you’ve got all 4 

of your required NIMS courses completed and we have copies of your certificates, get registered on the Ohio 

Responds. You can also find more information about this program at: http://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-responds-page.html  

** 
 

 

 

http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/special/nims_roster.html
http://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-responds-page.html
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Friedrichshafen's Ham Radio Attendance Holds Steady 

Despite being held in a different month and at the height of the tourist season, 

Germany's Ham Radio 2017 -- more popularly known by its location, Friedrichshafen 

-- remained as popular as ever this year. This was the 42nd annual Ham Radio, and the 

Friedrichshafen Fairground reported that Ham Radio and the concurrent Maker Faire 

Bodensee (Lake Constance) attracted 17,110 visitors this year, compared to 17,230 last 

year. Heading up the ARRL contingent were President Rick Roderick, K5UR, and 

International Affairs Vice President Jay Bellows, K0QB. ARRL Marketing Manager 

Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R, said the League puts in an appearance at Friedrichshafen each 

year, greeting international members, which number more than 9,000, and networking 

with other national radio societies. 

"ARRL is held in high regard by the international Amateur Radio community, and there were many, many 

compliments shared with our team for ARRL's good work," Inderbitzen reported. He said a German radio amateur 

donated to the ARRL Spectrum Defense Fund, citing the League's spectrum advocacy efforts. 

** 
FT8 Mode is Latest Bright Shiny Object in Amateur Radio Digital World 

It's still in beta testing, but FT8 -- the latest digital bauble to capture the imagination of the Amateur Radio 

community -- has been luring away many of those already using the already-popular JT65 "weak-signal" mode. 

FT8 is included in a beta release of WSJT-X, version 1.8.0-rc1. Among its biggest advantages is a shorter transmit-

receive cycle, meaning quicker contacts. The notes for the "candidate" release say that FT8 offers "sensitivity 

down to -20 dB on the AWGN channel." Contacts are four times faster than with JT65 or JT9, and an entire FT8 

contact can take place in about 1 minute. 

The new mode is named after its developers, Steven Franke, K9AN, and 

Joe Taylor, K1JT. The numeral designates the mode's eight-frequency shift 

keying format. Tones are spaced at 6.25 Hz, and an FT8 signal occupies 

just 50 Hz. Unlike JT65 or JT9, transmit and receive cycles in FT8 each 

last about 15 seconds. Like JT65, FT8 requires accurate time 

synchronization. An auto-sequencing feature offers the option to respond 

automatically to the first decoded reply to your CQ. 

"FT8 is an excellent mode for HF DXing and for situations like multi-hop 

Es on 6 meters, where deep QSB may make fast and reliable completion of 

QSOs desirable," Taylor's release notes assert. 

ARRL Emergency Preparedness Manager Mike Corey, KI1U, has been using FT8 from the start and put W1AW 

on FT8 for the first time a few weeks ago on 6 meters. 

"This mode is a game changer for 6 meters," Corey said. 

"Activity is intense, and contacts are possible using this mode 

when the band seems totally dead." Corey said it's easy to get on 

with FT8, call CQ, and "quickly fill the log," and he rated the 

auto-sequencing feature as "awesome." 

"FT8 gives small and modest stations a real chance at 

participating in programs like DXCC, VUCC and WAS; and, to 

top it off, at a time when band conditions are far from optimal." Corey said. 

http://www.hamradio-friedrichshafen.de/ham-en/
http://www.arrl.org/spectrum-defense-fund
https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html
https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/Release_Notes_1.8.0.txt
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The beta release came out just days before the July CQ VHF Contest and proved to be a boon to many operators 

who took advantage of FT8 on 6 meters. In a limited outing for the CQ VHF, Frank Donovan, W3LPL, made 22 

FT8 contacts on 6 meters, some of which "may have been difficult to complete on CW," he said. 

"We know that the advent of new mode FT8 means that new material is needed for the User Guide," Taylor told 

the Yahoo Meteor Scatter and Weak Signal Group this week. "We will be working on that in the near future." A 

new Facebook group has been established for FT8 experimenters. Read more. 

** 
 

Jamboree on the Air Marks 60 Years this Fall 

"60 Years Connecting Scouts" is the theme for the Boy Scouts' 2017 Jamboree on the Air (JOTA), set for October 

20-22. JOTA Coordinator Jim Wilson, K5ND, said the theme "recognizes the start of the event in 1957 and 

commemorates its growth in participation and in the expanding communication channels that are activated on the 

third weekend in October." The official JOTA patch will be available by July 19. The JOTA-JOTI (Jamboree on 

the Internet) patch is available now. 

Wilson said JOTA's "communication channels" now include Amateur 

Radio on the air and via internet-based channels, as well as many other 

internet-based options, including social media, ScoutLink and IRC chat 

services, Skype, and more. "It also recognizes the goal of the event -- 

connecting Scouts so that they can engage in conversations with other 

Scouts across town and around the world," Wilson said. "This allows them 

to discover geographic and cultural differences and similarities. Plus, they 

are exposed to the technology that makes all this happen." The World 

JOTA-JOTI Team said it would announce "a number of weekend activities 

supporting the 2017 theme." 

JOTA participation last October was up from 2015's numbers. According to 

the final JOTA report, 10,761 Scouts took part -- an increase of more than 

50% from a year earlier -- and the number of stations filing reports, at 267, 

jumped by 28% from 2015 (the record was 271 in 2013). The number of Amateur Radio operators was up by 14% 

to 1,120, although the number of radios reported in use dropped by 25% to 631. Total JOTA 2016 contacts 

remained flat at 8,254. -- Thanks to JOTA Coordinator Jim Wilson, K5ND 

** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/wsjtgroup/info
https://www.facebook.com/groups/FT8.Digital.Mode/
http://www.arrl.org/news/ft8-mode-is-latest-bright-shiny-object-in-amateur-radio-digital-world
http://www.scouting.org/jota.aspx
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** LATE BREAKING NEWS ** 

Vultures damaging vehicles at Ohio state parks  
metro-state 

By Lawrence Budd, Dayton Daily News 

The parking lot sign might catch some visitors to Ohio state parks off guard: “Warning: Vultures May Cause 

Damage to Vehicles.” 

The vultures rip up the rubber molding that seals window glass on vehicles parked in lots at Caesar Creek Lake 

and other state parks. 

“It’s kind of a new phenomenon for us,” said Brett Beatty, a state wildlife management supervisor. “It’s still a bit 

of a mystery.” The vultures are drawn to the parks by big trees where they can roost and dead fish they can eat, 

Beatty said. Theories about motivation include the birds confusing the hot rubber smell with that of a dead animal 

or enjoying the texture as they gnaw, much like a dog with a bone. The jury is still out, but Sam Romeo, a 

specialist at the Aullwood Audubon Center, said other studies show the vultures are drawn to a “chemical 

signature” that humans cannot notice, but they can, emitted when the rubber gets hot. 

“The bottom line is we don’t really know,” Romeo said. 

The parks have begun providing tarps and bungee cords to cover the window molding. On Thursday, the kits were 

available in lots at the marina at Caesar Creek Lake and the park’s Furnas Shores boat ramp. “We just put the 

boxes out this season. There was quite a bit of damage last season,” Nathan Steiner, manager of Caesar Creek 

Lake. “Anything we can do to spread the awareness.” The problem also was reported at Rocky Fork State Park and 

“a couple other parks,” Steiner said. 

** 

 

 

From the Hillsdale Communicator 

Hillsdale County (Michigan) Amateur Radio Club 

 

ARRL Publishes 2016 Annual Report 
ARRL announces the release of its 2016 Annual Report.  This year’s report departs from past reports in 
that it focuses on the people who make up ARRL and the larger Amateur Radio community.  More than 
140 call signs appear in the report, and more than 80 of these call signs belong not to ARRL 
Headquarters staff or Board members, but rather, to ARRL members.  Dan Romanchik KB6NU has an 
interesting review of the report on his website.  (ARRL story)  (Annual report)  (KB6NU review)  
(KB6NU's Ham Radio Blog) 

 

FCC Enforcement News 

Crackdown on Pirate Broadcasters Targets Amateur Licensees: The FCC Enforcement Bureau has targeted an 
amateur in New Jersey after receiving information that he was operating a radio station on 90.9 MHz 
from his residence.  In late May, the Enforcement Bureau issued a Notice of Violation to a California 
amateur alleging that he had engaged in pirate radio broadcasting on the FM band.  The Enforcement 

https://www.mystatesman.com/metro-state
http://aullwood.audubon.org/
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/About%20ARRL/Annual%20Reports/ARRL%202016%20Annual%20Report.pdf
http://www.kb6nu.com/arrl-annual-report-touts-achievements-downplays-membership/
http://www.kb6nu.com/
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-publishes-its-2016-annual-report
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/About%20ARRL/Annual%20Reports/ARRL%202016%20Annual%20Report.pdf
http://www.kb6nu.com/arrl-annual-report-touts-achievements-downplays-membership/
http://www.kb6nu.com/
https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-345096A1.pdf
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Bureau also sent Notices of Unlicensed Operation to other individuals in the Greater New York City area 
as well as to individuals and couples in Massachusetts and Florida.  (ARRL story) 

** 

LEADING THE WAY—Southern Ohio UHF/VHF guru Bob Mathews, K8TQK, was recognized in the July QST 

for his efforts in the January ARRL VHF Contest.  Bob placed first in the Single Operator, High Power class for the Great Lakes 
Division and third overall in the same class for the ARRL Central Region.  Bob indicated had it not been for antenna/rotor 
issues his score would have been higher. 
 

<< NETS >> 
 

DAYTON VA RADIO STATION—The Dayton, Ohio Veterans Hospital now has an 

amateur radio station for the use and enjoyment of our veterans who hold ham licenses during their stay 
or visit to the facility.  W8DVA took to the air January 3.  It will operate each weekday between 8 and 4 
and will try to be found on 7.26 or 14.26. Why not give a listen for them and thank the operator for his 
service? 

 

 NEW NET TO START—Waverly’s Bill French, KE8AAL, announces a new DMR net is 

scheduled to start February 12 under the sponsorship of the Scioto Valley ARC.  According to Bill it will be each 

Sunday evening at 7:30.  TG-313953, CC7, receive 444.35/Transmit 449.35.  All interested in DMR are urged to 

give it a try 

  

SOUNDS INTERESTING—Kentucky Six Shooters Net.  Wednesday evenings at 8 pm on 52.525.  

There is also a daily ragchew gathering on the same frequency starting at 7 and running until 9. 

** 

ANOTHER NEW NET- Northwest Ohio Regional Communications. The NORC NET is a voice net 

operating on 75 and 40 meters. The net will start on 3.915 +/- .  Then, when the 75 meter net is completed it will 

go to 7.215 +/- and see how it goes there.  

     The first Saturday of the month, Amateur Radio Operators are needed. Tune in TIME: 11:00 am (Tune up or 

down from 3.915 MHz to find the net) NORC Net is the backup communications system for all of the Northwest 

Ohio County Emergency Operation Centers. (EOC) 

** 

2 METER SSB ACTIVITY NETS—With the coming down turn in HF propagation 

perhaps it’s the time to look at VHF/UHF activity to keep our interest up.  Because most new HF 

radios have six and often two meters and even the 440 band, it’s easier than ever to get on these 

bands. It’s been a while since some activity net information has appeared in the Monday Morning 

Memo, so here goes……………...Monday, 8;30 PM, 144.252 the K8TQK net from Bainbridge; 

Wednesday, 9 PM, 144.24 the WB9LYH net from Wisconsin and Thursday it’s the N9JBW net at 9 

PM on 144.22 from Chicago.  Thanks to Gary Poland, W8PU, and Bob Mathews, K8TQK, for 

providing this information. 

http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-crackdown-on-pirate-broadcasters-targets-at-least-one-more-amateur-licensee
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As always, we want to thank the ARRL, QST, ARRL Ohio Section Manager and their 

contributors and also the Monday Morning Memo from Hillsboro, OH as well as the 
Scioto Valley ARC and the Hillsdale ARC for sharing their input into our world of 

AMATEUR RADIO. 

Late minute news……………. 
  

There was a very productive meeting at clubhouse this past Thursday. Eight people showed up. Kenny,KE8HBN 

& Diane Warner,KE8HLD and their daughter were there. Chuck, Alex, Ray KD8WHY were there along with Jeff, 

KE8AME & Rod, K1RQS. 

Jeff had radio setup, showed some digital mode on Fldigi, and listened to some CW also. Rod went over some of 

Ohm's Law P=EI, I=P/E, E=P/I and showed how to put it in practical terms. He also went over Dipole antennas; 

Center Fed, OCFD, End Fed. Pros & Cons of each. Coax vs. Twin lead, Window Line, Ladderline. Rod also went 

over Baluns, Ununs. Wavelength Formula for 1/2 wave dipole, Loop antennas and the number 300 and its 

significance. 

 

This was a nice evening and the stars were nice to see in the night sky when we left 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 
 

 

mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

