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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

Club Meetings: 
1st Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the Fairfield 

County Job & Family 

Services on corner of W.  

Main St. and Memorial Dr., 

Lancaster, OH. Go to the 

EMA room until further 

notice. 

 
Clubhouse 
Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 

Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

Weather Spotter 
Net: 

146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 8:30 P 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
 

VE Test 
 

VE test sessions on 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at 

the Red Cross building on W. Mulberry St. just off of 

Broad St. Call Robert Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-

1901). For more details go to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  

 

2017  Officers 
 

President: 
Jeff Payne, KE8AME 

 

Vice President: 
Gregg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Treasurer: 
Paul Kidwell, W8PDK  

 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 
 

Volunteer Examiner Liaison: 
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Activities Manager: 

Rod Leger, K1RQS 

 

Public Relations: 

Gregg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Web Master: 
Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.k8qik.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net


 
 

 

3 

 

 

 
 
At 7:30 p.m., Paul KB8CMW called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
 

There were 3 visitors in attendance: John Larabee KC8RUI, Mark Campbell KD8ORO, and Chuck Davis. 

 

There were 5 applications to pass around:  Kenny Warner KE8HBN and Diane Warner KE8HLD, 2nd review of 

their applications and they were voted in as members.  Mark Campbell KD8ORO, John Larabee KC8RUI, and 

Chuck Davis, all of which applications were passed around for the 1st review. 
 

Sign-in sheet passed around tonight: 24 people signed-in. 

 
Ray W8FLX Steve KD8JLA Paul KB8CMW Jack AE8P Greg KD8SSJ Paul W8PDK  

David WB9PXH Charlie N8KZN Jeff KE8AME Brooks KD8XJ Connie N8LPC Dennis KB8WR  

Wayne KD8MGO Robert KC8PSW Rod K1RQS Stephen KT8SW Scott WD8IXO John W8OF  

Timothy KE8EGE Jedidiah KE8GEB Kenny KE8HBN Diane KE8HLD Carolyn KE8AFM Becky KC8NQE  

  

Officer Reports 

 

Secretary Report, Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM (interim): 

There were no changes needed to the September meeting minutes; Motion to accept by Dave W8PXH, seconded 

by Ray W8FLX.  Vote to accept motion was unanimous.  
 

Web Master: 

John Larabee KC8RUI will be taking over the position of Web Master in the near future.  John gave us a summary 

of his experience in webpage design as follows: “I built my first webpage back in 1996 and later came to work at 

one of the original dial-up modem ISPs in town, Green Apple Inc.  I helped handle hosting accounts as a Senior 

Technician and gained a lot of experience with Unix/Linux based operating systems.  I’ve spent a number of years 

programming in languages such as C, scripting languages like Perl, PHP and JS which led me to Web 

Development.  I served as Web Developer for Hocking college between May 2006 and in November of 2006 I 

took over there as Web Master where I primarily worked to maintain the large list of legacy sites and helped 

continue work on the ‘Active Campus’ project.  In November of 2007 I took a job with The Recovery Center here 

in town as their MIS/Network Administrator and developed several solutions to help augment their existing MIS 

systems primarily with a LAMP stack (Linux/Apache/MySQL and PHP).  In October of 2011, I moved into a Web 

Development position I currently hold as Senior Developer at American Court Services working on the I-

Samson.net web application.” 

 

Beck KC8NQE added that Kevin KC8MTV will be transitioning the club files from Dropbox to Google Cloud as 

Google Cloud will not cost the club anything. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Paul Kidwell, W8PDK: 

Paul, W8PDK presented the treasurer’s report for September. Motion to accept the report by Ray W8FLX, 

seconded by Jack AE8P.  Vote to accept motion was unanimous. 

 

Emergency Coordinator: Greg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Greg let the members know that HT’s will be used by those volunteering at the Fairfield County Fair this coming 
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week.  Also, brochures can be handed out to promote the club and radio. 

 
 

VP Report/Net Control Manager:   Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

No report for VP position. 

 

Greg, KD8SSJ asked for volunteers for Monday night net control.  The dates needed and the volunteers that came 

forward are as follows: 

 

 NET CONTROL OPERATORS 

October 9th  

October 16th Jeff KE8AME 

October 23rd Paul KB8CMW 

October 30th  

  
*Please see the club calendar for dates and names for the Monday Night Net Control Operators. 

 
 

Trustee Report/Station Engineer Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John reported that he, Matt KB8UVN, and Greg KD8SSJ have gotten all the antennas and bench moved into the 

Red Cross building.  Right now, they are getting things all set up and operational. 

 

Committee Reports 
 

 

Chairman Volunteer Exam Committee: Volunteer Examiner Liaison Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

Robert reported that there was 1 General and another who took both Tech. and General in September.  All tests 

passed.  The next testing session will be on October 10th, at the Red Cross building at 7p.m. 

 

License Training Coordinator: Rod Leger K1RQS 

This is a new position and part of our meetings whereby Rod will be reporting each month on license training and 

sessions to be held.  Rod has recently become an ARRL Registered Instructor.  Robert KC8PSW and Rod then are 

working in conjunction with each other to accomplish both testing and training.  Rod reported that he is currently 

working with someone who is a Technician and is working toward getting their General.  Rod has ordered 

materials and is reviewing different training ideas.  There are a couple of options for training days currently, which 

are Saturdays and Thursdays.  There is no definite day to start, scheduled at this time.  Contact information for Rod 

in this position is: K8QIK.training@gmail.com. 

  

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

No report. 

 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

No report.  No one was asked to give a safety presentation. 

 
 

Public Relations:  

Greg KD8SSJ reported that Ron Braden W8MYY has resigned from the Public Relations position and that Greg 

will be taking this responsibility back over until someone else volunteers.  

 

Activities Manager: Becky Numbers, KC8NQE 

The upcoming club breakfast will be on Saturday, October 14th at the American Legion Post #11 @ 9:00 a.m. Cost 

is $6.00, all you can eat.  
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Old Business: 

At this meeting a motion was made by Jack AE8P to accept 1 ballot to include all offices for vote, seconded by 

Ray W8FLX.  All were in favor.  The following people were voted into office for the upcoming 2017/2018 year 

beginning at the November meeting.: 

 

President-Jeff KE8AME 

Vice President-Greg KD8SSJ 

Secretary-Mary KD8EEI 

Treasurer-Paul W8PDK 

Activities-Rod K1RQS 

 

Please note that since the September meeting, Mary KD8EEI has accepted the nomination for Secretary for the 

following year.   

 

New Business: 

 

Robert KC8PSW reported that Universal is suspending their testing sessions for the rest of this year in lieu of 

relocating. 

  

Greg KD8SSJ reported that Robb Landon KE8AMC has travelled to Puerto Rico since hurricane Maria struck 

there.  He has joined others from the U.S. to provide emergency communications.  Fifty amateur radios have also 

been sent to Puerto Rico.  He anticipates being there about three weeks.  

 

Ray W8FLX reported that Timothy KE8EGE has recently made his first CW contact.  Congratulations!  Ray also 

reported that, thanks to Robert KC8PSW, he now has an OCFD dipole that seems to be working just fine. 

 

John W8OF made an announcement that Home Depot on-line is offering a Tram Amateur Dual-Band Base 

Antenna 1480 for $45.22.  Specs are: 6dBd VHF gain; 8dBd UHF gain.  Includes bracket and three 20.5 in. radials 
 

Motion to adjourn the meeting  at  8:08p.m. by Ray W8FLX.  Seconded by Jack AE8P. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM (interim secretary) 

** 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

             Radio Room at the Red Cross /\ 
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Thanks for all who helped Monday at the Club House & Red Cross. 

Saturdays crew; Kenny KE8HBN, Diane KE8HLD, and Daughter. Jeff KE8AME, John W8OF, Roger KF8DA, 

Rod K1RQS. 

All but Roger met at the Club House to move benches and chairs to the Red Cross. John, W8OF had his truck with 

trailer to load, and carry the furniture. We then met at the Red Cross building in Lancaster unloaded the furniture 

and assembled the Radio Bench.   

Jeff drilled holes for screw eyes for the tower guy wires. Rod and the rest 

were getting prepped for guying the tower and getting antennas installed. 

John drilled holes for running of coax and ground wires. We installed the 

Red Cross antenna on a pipe at the top of the tower. 

Next was assembling the boom for the (2) vertical dual band antennas. 

We then installed the Hy gain Dual Band antenna. A couple of more 

antennas to install yet. Coax to run, grounding, patch panel, poly-phasers, 

etc... 

People in photos 

Rod and Roger on Tower. Mr. Wilson on Roof. Kenny observing Rod on 

tower from Red Cross building roof. 

Kenny and Roger assisted Rod with assembling antennas and being Roof 

crew. John, Jeff and Diane were ground crew.  Rod on Tower other 

photos. 

Good Job everyone. 

Rod, K1RQS 

 

 

                                                           Kilroy??                  
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Meet the Wilson’s 

By: Steve Wilson 

Hello, my name is Stephen Wilson, callsign KT8SW. My family’s interest in ham radio started in 1962 when 

my, Grandpa Brooks Wilson KD8XJ, first received his Novice license. He later went through the upgrades until he 

had reached Advanced. He stayed in the hobby for a while and then slowly started to get out of it until a couple 

of years ago when my uncle Russell KD8RW and my brother Samuel KT8TX began to show interest. A few weeks 

later they both, along with my father Daniel KE8BUR, took their Technician tests, and Uncle Russell also took his 

General. Samuel, Russell, and Brooks all upgraded to Extra, and Daniel upgraded to General. Now my brother 

Timothy KE8EGE, and my other brother Jedidiah KE8GEB are both Generals, and I am an Extra. 

OHIO QSO PARTY 

In May we decided to make a club, and our first club event was Summer Field Day. There are certainly 

some things we will want to do different next time, but overall it was a major success. Our club also operated 

during the Ohio QSO Party.  

My family has recently been doing multiple electronics project’s including a line-following car, a robotic 

arm, and another car with all kinds of sensors such as heat sensors, ultra-sonic sensors, and many others. Some 

of my family’s other interests include backpacking, canoeing, hunting, fishing, and many other outdoor activities.  

See you on the air, 73’s and God bless.                                                                                                                                            

              Stephen Wilson,  KT8SW 
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RADIO STATION GOES DARK—After 32 years on the air, Northern Kentucky 

University radio station WNKU left the air late Thursday afternoon.  During its life, the station had been 

a promoter of the Greater Cincinnati local music scene.  Due to financial issues, NKU sold the original 

station to a religious broadcaster earlier this year and moved the local music operation to their 

Middletown, Ohio repeater.  A Grant County, Kentucky broadcaster (now on the old Hillsboro WSRW 

106.7 frequency) paid $5.3 million for the Middletown station and will reactivate its 105.9 frequency 

Monday with an unannounced format.  WNKU owned a repeater station (WNKE) in Portsmouth but 

sold it and it now broadcasts contemporary Christian programming and music. 
 

 

** 

 

AN INTERESTING READ—Ever wonder the origin of today’s cell phones or your small dual 

band handheld?  A recent on-line article--Walkie-Talkies From World War ll to Nextel-is a brief but informative 

history of its development from prior to WWll to present.  Just think—that phone you carry today in your shirt 

pocket or purse used to weigh 35 pounds and was carried on your back like a backpack!  It later was reduced to 

lunchbox size and carried like one.  Ever wonder where the term “hand held” came from?   That information is 

found in the article at http://tedium.co/2017/08/17/walkie-talkie-history. 

 

** 

 

 

Yes, Universal is Moving 
 The new address is: 

651-B Lakeview Plaza Blvd. 

Worthington, OH 43085 

If you visit this webpage you can click to see a MAP. https://www.universal-radio.com/Events_Moving.html 

 

Not yet 100% of exact date but probably: 

10/07/17    Saturday    Last day open at Americana 

10/09/17    Monday    Moving day #1  [CLOSED] 

10/10/17    Tuesday    Moving day #2  [CLOSED?] 

10/11/17    Wednes.    Open for business at Lakeview 

73, 

Fred Osterman N8EKU 
 

 
 

NEWS FROM YOUR ARRL 
 

Amateur Radio Volunteers in Puerto Rico Meet a Variety of Communication Needs 

The Amateur Radio volunteers who deployed as American Red Cross volunteers to Puerto Rico as part of the 

"Force of 50" this past weekend have been focusing their efforts where their help is most needed. ARRL CEO Tom 

http://tedium.co/2017/08/17/walkie-talkie-history
https://www.universal-radio.com/Events_Moving.html
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Gallagher, NY2RF, said the volunteers, in general, will provide communications for local law enforcement and 

utility managers, island-to-mainland health-and-welfare traffic, and contact with the island's more remote areas. 

ARRL Emergency Preparedness Manager Mike Corey, KI1U, said arriving 

volunteers initially gathered at the Convention Center in San Juan, which is 

now serving as Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency (PREMA) 

Headquarters. Their first night, a local church offered accommodations, he 

said, and volunteers slept on pews that had been pushed together. 

Since the storm struck Puerto Rico on September 20, ARRL Section 

Manager Oscar Resto, KP4RF, and other volunteers have staffed VHF and 

HF nets at the American Red Cross temporary headquarters in San Juan, 

despite damage to their own homes. The 24/7 net covers nearly two-thirds 

of the island and has been handling traffic to and from the power company, 

Autoridad de Energía Eléctrica (Electric Power Authority -- AEE), and 

state and local authorities. The electric distribution infrastructure suffered 

extreme storm damage, and only about 9% of customers have power. 

Twelve team members were assigned to provide communication for engineers involved in repairing power 

distribution centers. 

An Amateur Radio station has been installed and an operator embedded at the Puerto Rico Emergency Operations 

Center (PREOC). Radio amateurs also were asked to establish VHF communication capabilities at 51 hospitals 

throughout the island, so they can have direct contact with the EOC. 

Volunteer Val Hotzfeld, NV9L, told ARRL in an October 4 update that the 

team on the ground has recruited three local hams to handle Amateur Radio 

communications at hospitals in Jayuya, Humacau, and Caguas. "They were 

on site and began handling hospital traffic today," she said in her October 4 

situation report. "We successfully received and forwarded traffic from 

three hospitals needing water and fuel." 

Puerto Rico volunteers and local hams 

alike have successfully passed "lots of 

traffic" to net control, which has been 

forwarded on to the appropriate agencies. 

Some examples included getting an oxygen 

tank to a nursing home resident and insulin 

to a diabetic youth. 

A local radio amateur was recruited to handle hospital communications at Centro 

Medico. "This is the main hospital on the island and needs communication to 

handle transfers from the other hospitals and medical centers," she said. The Puerto 

Rico team has begun checking with hospitals to see which ones have telephone 

service, before dispatching additional operators. 

Hotzfeld said they've received a request from AEE, which operates the precarious 

Guajataca hydroelectric dam, to deploy another operator to the dam and assist those fixing the channel that delivers 

water to about 350,000 in the Quebradilla and Isabella area. "We are now also being tasked with doing the same 

for all the police departments in Puerto Rico," she added. "We are gathering information on roads that are open 

from the EOC and providing it to the Red Cross for their missions." 

The Amateur Radio liaison at the EOC is working with federal officials to co-locate Amateur Radio repeaters on 

tower sites now being restored to improve communication island-wide. The volunteer team was approached by the 

 

ARRL Puerto Rico Section 

Manager Oscar Resto, KP4RF 

(right), works with two new 

"Force of 50" volunteers at Red 

Cross Headquarters in San Juan. 
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Southern Baptist disaster team to discuss the possibility of utilizing a few of their team members who hams to help 

with communication tasks. 

Volunteers Jeremy Dougherty, NS0S, and Bobby Price, KB4ROR, are in 

Yauco. "We installed our rigs in the fire truck and gave them our 

handhelds. It left us no other radio for local contact," the pair reported on 

October 3. They reached out to Marcos Pereda, KP3CA, in Yauco, who 

loaned the team his FTM-100DR. 

They didn't have an antenna that would offer sufficient range, so they 

improvised, fashioning a "tape measure" five-element Yagi, using 

supplies from a local hardware store and a coax jumper from their extra 

HF radio. "We installed everything and made contact with N5TGL and 

N0CSM, who are 50 miles away, [using] the repeater between us," they 

said. 

There have been problems 

filling resource requests from remote areas of the island. A message was 

relayed on WinLink by Juan Sepulveda, KP3CR, from volunteer team 

members in Mayagüez on behalf of Lares Mayor Roberto Pagán, who had 

put out an urgent call for water for the town of some 5,000. 

According to one FEMA official, the White House situation room is 

extremely pleased and enthusiastic about the service Amateur Radio 

volunteers are providing in Puerto Rico. 

An HF station with Winlink capability and a VHF/UHF station have been 

set up in the FEMA disaster field office, and volunteers have been 

reporting in by radio from around the island to post situation reports. Four 

volunteers were positioned to accompany and provide VHF 

communication at Red Cross distribution centers on a daily basis. Two 

volunteers also were sent to Culebra Island to establish VHF and HF 

communication there, the first since the storm. 

** 

FCC Opens 630- and 2200-Meter Bands; Stations Must Notify UTC 

Before Operating 

The FCC has announced that the Office of Management and Budget has approved, for 3 years, the information-

collection requirement of the Commission’s March 29 Report and Order (R&O) that spelled out Amateur Radio 

service rules for the two new bands — 630 meters and 2200 meters. Notice of the action appears in today’s edition 

of the Federal Register. Before using either band, stations must notify the Utilities Technology Council (UTC), 

formerly the Utilities Telecom Council, that they plan to do so, and if UTC does not respond within 30 days, they 

may commence operation. 

Last March 27, the FCC adopted the 2012 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-12) implementation 

Report and Order (ET Docket 15-99), amending its Amateur Radio rules to — in the FCC’s words — “provide for 

frequency-sharing requirements in the 135.7-137.8 kHz (2200-meter) and 472-479 kHz (630-meter) bands.” 

 

A FEMA vehicle navigates a muddy 

back road, where trees and foliage 

have been stripped bare. [FEMA 

photo] 

 

Volunteers Jeremy Dougherty, 

NS0S (left), and Bobby Price, 

KB4ROR, and their tape-measure 

Yagi. 

https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-17-33A1.pdf
https://utc.org/plc-database-amateur-notification-process/
http://utc.org/
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Section 97.313(g)(2) of those rules requires that, prior to starting operation in either band, radio amateurs must 

notify UTC that they intend operate by submitting their call signs, intended band(s) of operation, and the 

coordinates of their antenna’s fixed location. The new rules do not permit any mobile operation.  

“Amateur stations will be permitted to commence operations after a 30-day period, unless UTC notifies the station 

that its fixed location is located within 1 kilometer of Power Line Carrier (PLC) systems operating on the same or 

overlapping frequencies,” the FCC said. PLC systems are unlicensed. “This notification process will ensure that 

amateur stations seeking to operate [on 630 or 2200 meters] are located beyond a minimum separation distance 

from PLC transmission lines, which will help ensure the compatibility and coexistence of amateur and PLC 

operations, and promote shared use of the bands.” 

The FCC announced that it is making effective immediately the Part 97 rule amendments, § 97.3, 97.15(c), 

97.301(b) through (d), 97.303(g), 97.305(c), and 97.313(k) and (l), which do not require OMB approval  

Click HERE to access the UTC notification website. 

** 

Revised ARRL Frequency Chart Now Available: 

 An updated ARRL frequency chart is now available for printing and 

downloading. The chart has been updated to include our new bands at 2,200 

and 630 meters. 

The new chart is available as PDFs in these formats: 8.5 × 11 grayscale; 8.5 × 

11 black and white; 8.5 × 11 color, and 11 × 17 color. 

http://www.arrl.org/graphical-frequency-allocations 

 

** 
US Senate Confirms FCC Chairman Ajit Pai for a Second Term 

In a generally party-line vote, the US Senate on October 2 confirmed FCC Chairman Ajit Pai for a second term on 

the Commission. Pai would have had to leave the FCC at the end of the year if he 

had not been reconfirmed. 

"I am deeply grateful to the US Senate for confirming my nomination to serve a 

second term at the FCC and to President Trump for submitting that nomination to 

the Senate," Pai said in a statement. "Since January, the Commission has focused 

on bridging the digital divide, promoting innovation, protecting consumers and 

public safety, and making the FCC more open and transparent. With today's vote, I 

look forward to continuing to work with my colleagues to advance these critical 

priorities in the time to come." 

President Donald Trump had nominated Pai for a new term in January; his previous 

term as a commissioner had expired on July 1, 2016, and his new term is 

retroactive to that date. FCC rules permitted him to remain until the end of 2016. 

The final Senate confirmation vote tally was 52-41, although he picked up votes 

from four Democratic senators. 

Pai has primarily drawn fire for his opposition to so-called "net neutrality" rules. All five members of the FCC 

must be confirmed by the Senate, but the president chooses which will serve as the chairman. 

https://utc.org/plc-database-amateur-notification-process/
http://www.arrl.org/graphical-frequency-allocations
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The Doctor Will See You Now! 

"Soldering and Unsoldering" is the topic of the latest (September 28) episode of the "ARRL The Doctor is In" 

podcast. Listen...and learn! 

 

Sponsored by DX Engineering, "ARRL The Doctor is In" is an 

informative discussion of all things technical. Listen on your 

computer, tablet, or smartphone -- whenever and wherever you like! 

Every 2 weeks, your host, QST Editor-in-Chief Steve Ford, WB8IMY, 

and the Doctor himself, Joel Hallas, W1ZR, will discuss a broad range 

of technical topics. You can also e-mail your questions to 

doctor@arrl.org, and the Doctor may answer them in a future podcast. 

Enjoy "ARRL The Doctor is In" on Apple iTunes, or by using your iPhone or iPad podcast app (just search for 

"ARRL The Doctor is In"). You can also listen online at Blubrry, or at Stitcher (free registration required, or 

browse the site as a guest) and through the free Stitcher app for iOS, Kindle, or Android devices. If you've never 

listened to a podcast before, download our beginner's guide. 

 

 

** 
 

CW Op’s Guide to Contesting - 101 
 
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT just did a really great  

podcast for Dit.Dit.FM. a podcast channel devoted to Amateur Radio. 

The podcast is about 31 minutes long. 

Here’s the link to Anthony’s podcast. I do believe that you’ll find it 

really interesting even if you’re not into CW..  

https://www.ditdit.fm/shows/episode-12-the-cw-ops-guide-to -

contesting-101 

 

** 

 
Salvation Army Seeks Amateur Radio Operators for Possible Caribbean Deployment 

 

The Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Network ( 

SATERN ) has been asked to recruit SATERN Amateur Radio 

operators for potential deployment to TSA’s Puerto Rico and 

Virgin Islands Division. SATERN National Liaison Bill Feist, 

WB8BZH, emphasizes that this is a recruitment request to be on 

standby only. 

“This will not be an easy deployment so operators interested in 

deploying on behalf of The Salvation Army should carefully 

read and ensure that they can meet the conditions and  

http://www.arrl.org/doctor
http://www.dxengineering.com/
mailto:doctor@arrl.org
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/arrl-the-doctor-is-in/id1096749595?mt=2
https://www.blubrry.com/arrl_the_doctor_is_in/
https://www.stitcher.com/
http://www.arrl.org/doctor
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requirements,” Feist said. SATERN is seeking Communications Specialists who can 

provide their own radio gear and be able to handle at least a 2-week deployment in the 

Caribbean under “hardship” conditions. Deployment could be as early as next week. Full 

information is available on the SATERN website.   

http://satern.org/en/news-na/2017/Sep/DeploymentStandby-2017-09-29.html 
 

** 

 

 

From the Hillsdale Communicator 

Hillsdale County (Michigan) Amateur Radio Club 

 
Allstar Link System Installed On Local Repeater 

The local repeater system recently had an Allstar Link node installed on it.  Allstar is a system similar to 
IRLP that allows repeaters to be linked through the Internet enabling communications worldwide.  The 
node number is 46089. 

 
Amateur Radio’s Force Of Fifty Answers The Red Cross Call In Puerto Rico 

Fifty of the nation’s most accomplished Amateur Radio operators responded within 24 hours to the call 
of the American Red Cross to deploy to Puerto Rico and provide emergency communications.  At the 
behest of Red Cross, ARRL rallied the US Amateur Radio community to provide up to 25 two-person 
teams of highly qualified hams.  The group’s principal mission will be to move health-and-welfare 
information from the island back to the US mainland, where that data will be entered in the Red Cross 
“Safe & Well” website.  (ARRL story)  (ARRL request for volunteers story)  (KB6NU blog story) 

 
FCC Opens 630 & 2200 Meter Bands; Must Register Before Operating 

The FCC has approved usage of 630 meter and 2200 meter bands for three years.  You must register 
your station information and wait 30 days prior to operating.  You may not be approved if your station is 
within one kilometer of a Power Line Carrier system.  Mobile operation on the use bands is not allowed.  
(ARRL story)  An updated ARRL frequency chart is now available that includes the new bands.  (ARRL 
download page) 

 
QSM 

Monday Night Net: Don’t forget to check in to the net every Monday at 7pm on the 147.06 MHz repeater.  Different flavors of 
the net take place every week.  The net runs anywhere from five to 20 minutes, depending on the number of check-ins.  
Participating regularly in a directed net helps you keep your operating skills sharp.  Set up an alarm in your calendar on your 
computer or smart phone.  The net schedule and results are posted on the club website. 

https://allstarlink.org/
http://www.irlp.net/
http://stats.allstarlink.org/nodeinfo.cgi?node=46089
https://www.redcross.org/
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php
http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-s-force-of-fifty-answers-the-red-cross-call-in-puerto-rico
http://www.arrl.org/news/american-red-cross-asks-arrl-s-assistance-with-puerto-rico-relief-effort
http://www.kb6nu.com/amateur-radio-comes-aid-puerto-rico/
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-opens-630-and-2200-meter-bands-stations-must-notify-utc-before-operating
http://www.arrl.org/graphical-frequency-allocations
http://www.arrl.org/graphical-frequency-allocations
http://www.hcarc.club/Calendar.htm#Net_Control_Schedule
http://www.hcarc.club/
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SOUTHEASTERN OHIO NEWS—Assistant Ohio Section Manager Lyn Alfman, N8IMW, 

passes along some information from her neck of the woods.  The Morgan ARC recently became an 

ARRL Affiliated Club.  There is interest in Monroe County to establish an ARES group.  Sonny Alfman, 

W8FHF, has been named the District 9 EC and has a goal to establish an ARES group in each of the 

eleven counties he serves. 

** 

NEW REPEATER UPDATE—Kentucky Correspondent Brent Wells, N4BDW, says the 

Greater Mason County ARA’s new Yaesu System Fusion repeater at Beechburg (Flemingsburg) is now 

on the air.  Although it has some minor issues automatically passing digital to analog signals, everything 

else seems to be working fine.  The KF4BRO repeater operates on 146.955.  

 

 

<< NETS >> 
 

DAYTON VA RADIO STATION—The Dayton, Ohio Veterans Hospital now has an 

amateur radio station for the use and enjoyment of our veterans who hold ham licenses during their stay 
or visit to the facility.  W8DVA took to the air January 3.  It will operate each weekday between 8 and 4 
and will try to be found on 7.26 or 14.26. Why not give a listen for them and thank the operator for his 
service? 

 

 NEW NET TO START—Waverly’s Bill French, KE8AAL, announces a new DMR net is 

scheduled to start February 12 under the sponsorship of the Scioto Valley ARC.  According to Bill it will be each 

Sunday evening at 7:30.  TG-313953, CC7, receive 444.35/Transmit 449.35.  All interested in DMR are urged to 

give it a try 

 TWO METER SSB NET—On Monday evenings at 8:30, Bob Mathews, K8TQK, calls a weak 

signal activity net on 144.252 SSB.  It’s not unusual for him to have check-ins from stations hundreds of 

miles away from his Ross County QTH overlooking the Paint Creek Valley. 

 

SOUNDS INTERESTING—Kentucky Six Shooters Net.  Wednesday evenings at 8 pm on 52.525.  

There is also a daily ragchew gathering on the same frequency starting at 7 and running until 9. 

** 

ANOTHER NEW NET- Northwest Ohio Regional Communications. The NORC NET is a voice net 

operating on 75 and 40 meters. The net will start on 3.915 +/- .  Then, when the 75 meter net is completed it will 

go to 7.215 +/- and see how it goes there.  

     The first Saturday of the month, Amateur Radio Operators are needed. Tune in TIME: 11:00 am (Tune up or 

down from 3.915 MHz to find the net) NORC Net is the backup communications system for all of the Northwest 

Ohio County Emergency Operation Centers. (EOC) 
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2 METER SSB ACTIVITY NETS—With the coming down turn in HF propagation 

perhaps it’s the time to look at VHF/UHF activity to keep our interest up.  Because most new HF 

radios have six and often two meters and even the 440 band, it’s easier than ever to get on these 

bands. It’s been a while since some activity net information has appeared in the Monday Morning 

Memo, so here goes……………...Monday, 8;30 PM, 144.252 the K8TQK net from Bainbridge; 

Wednesday, 9 PM, 144.24 the WB9LYH net from Wisconsin and Thursday it’s the N9JBW net at 9 

PM on 144.22 from Chicago.  Thanks to Gary Poland, W8PU, and Bob Mathews, K8TQK, for 

providing this information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Roger Tharp, KF8DA tells me that his father, Howard Tharp, K8PWL, is selling the below estate items for 

the widow of James Williams, N8IBR. You may contact Howard at Phone Home740-924-2933, Cell 740-919-

6909 or howard.tharp@gmial.com 

Ant Analyzer MFJ MFJ-207 HF 160-10 SWR Analyzer, In original Box, Manual Like New disfunctional $ 5.00 

Antenna Switch MFJ MFJ-1704 1x4  ports , Original Box & Manual, 2.5 kW PEP 1 kW CW Like New OK $ 45.00 

Antenna Switch B&W B&W 595 1x6 Ports, Wall Mount, 2KW, circa 1984 Good OK $ 3 5.00 

Antenna Tuner MFJ MFJ-949E Versa Tuner ii, Switched Inductor/ TX & Ant Tuning Some Paint Chipping Checked OK 80,40,&10 $ 7 0.00 

Antenna Tuner MFJ MFJ-962 Versa Tuner iii, Roller Inductor/ TX & Ant Tuning Some Paint Chipping 

Needs new SO-239 TX 

Port, Roller Ind. Wks OK $ 110.00 

Audio Amp Behringer AMP800 Headphone Amplifier, 4 Cannel Good As Is $ 4 0.00 

Auto Tuner Vertex Standard FC-30 External, Designed for the FT-897 and FT-897D Fair Unknown $ 8 0.00 

Auto Tuner Yaesu YT-1200 Used with FTDX-1200 / manual/ Jim's main rig Excellent ABT 2yr old Checked OK $ 195.00 

Foot Switch Heil FS-3 With Cord & 1/4 inch phone plug Good OK Sold 

Foot Switch Heil FS-2 Two separate contacts for keying Amp and Rig/ 2 Cables Good OK Sold 

Handheld Motorola MTS-2000 Handheld Good As Is $ 2 5.00 

Handheld TYT UHF-1 TYT Brand, 2M and 430Mhz Excellent OK $ 7 5.00 

Handheld Yaesu FT-2DR/DE Digital HH, C4FM/FM/ Original Box & Manual, Drop-in Charger Good TX & RX OK $ 270.00 

Handheld RCVR County Comm GP-5/SSB FM Stereo / SW-SSB (SWL & Ham) DSP Handheld Receiver Excellent OK $ 3 5.00 

Headset/ Mic Heil 0 Heil Pro-Micro Headset/ Mic for Yaesu Pads Flaking Some OK $ 4 5.00 

HF Mobile Yaesu FT-857 HF/VHF/UHF Transceiver, Manual & Mike Good Rated Power all bands $ 399.00 

HF+6 Transceiver Yaesu FTDX 1200 With Manual,Pwr Cord& FH-2 Remote Control Key Pad*** Excellent ABT 2yr old Works Well $ 800.00 
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Key - Iambic MFJ MFJ-564 Iambic Key Paddles. Cable & 1/4 in phone plug Good But Rusty Spring OK $ 5 0.00 

PoE Ubiquiti Network 0 Power Over ethernet Adapter, 24VDC, 24W, In Original Box Like New As Is $ 2 0.00 

Power Supply Astron SS-30M Switching Power Supply / Meters, 13.8V, 25Amp cont. Excellent OK $ 100.00 

Power Supply Astron RS-35M 13.8V Analog Type, 35 Amp with Volt & Amp Meters Good OK $ 140.00 

Power Supply Astron RS-20A 13.8 Analog Type, 20 Amp 50% Duty Cycle, 16A Continuous, Needs new Pwr Sw Works OK, Sw stuck on $ 3 5.00 

Power Supply Radio Shack 22-510 Switching PS 25Amp, 14 Volts - needs new fan Rough OK Needs New Fan $ 3 0.00 

Repeater Direct. ARRL Book 2017-2018 Repeater Directory New needs checked $ 5.00 

Transceiver TYT TH-9800 29/50/144/430 Mobile, Box & Manual/ *Vol control broken Good except Vol Control OK $ 7 5.00 

USB Interface Yaesu SCU-17 USB & RS-232 Computer to Radio, Original Box & Manual Like New As Is $ 7 0.00 

** 

 

ESTATE SALE—Michael Mathuews, KC8WIW, says ham gear belonging to the late Don Barnhart will be 

for sale at the above   mentioned Scioto Valley ARC Hamfest.  Some of the items will be a Yaesu FT-897D, an 

Icom ID880DH dual band transceiver, an Alinco DR235, a Ten Tec Eagle and an Ameritron ALS 1300 amp.  If 

you would like a complete list prior to the show, let Mathuews know at mathuews@hotmail.com. 

** 
 

FOR SALE—Future ham Doug McLauglin  just upgraded his station and now has an Icom IC-706 for sale.  It 

covers HF plus 2 meters, has no scratches and has been in a non-smoking home since the original owner.  Doug 

would like $500.  It would be a great rig for a new ham, someone wanting to get their feet wet on HF or even try 

HF mobile.  Mc64laugh@gmail.com. 

** 
 

RIG FOR SALE—The Highland ARA has a Yaesu FT-847 HF/6mtr/VHF/UHF Earth Station for sale.  

It is already set up for satellite work.  It was barely used, is almost new and in mint shape cosmetically. $825 or 

best offer.  Contact W8KIW,  John Levo @ 937-393-4951  or Jim Hause, K8CUH, @ 513-646-5028.  Note:  The 

widow of the owner of this rig perfers someone in the area to have the first chance to own this radio.  Therefore it 

will not be advertised on the Internet until after the Chillicothe hamfest. A number of scanners and other ham 

items from the N8SAZ, WA8KFB and KA8UGI estates will be on the HARA tables at the SVARC Hamfest. 

** 

Ray Hurlbut, W8FLX, one of our club members has the following for sale. Ray is an avid CW operator. You can 

contact him @ rayhurlbut@columbus.rr.com  . 

 

MFJ Antenna tuner model 949D - $40. 

 

MFJ Antenna tuner model 949E - $90. 

 

ICOM 718 new condition - $495. 

 

Pick up only, no shipping. 

 

Ray W8FLX 

 

mailbox://C:/Users/Owner/AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profiles/50i07ux3.default/Mail/inbound.att-4.net/Inbox?number=3622
mailbox://C:/Users/Owner/AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profiles/50i07ux3.default/Mail/inbound.att-4.net/Inbox?number=3622
mailto:rayhurlbut@columbus.rr.com
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BBC DG to open G8BBC shack 
On Wednesday, 18 October 2017 BBC Director General Tony Hall will cut the ribbon to mark the official opening 

of the new G8BBC radio shack at Broadcasting House, London. 

The station, home of the recently formed London BBC Radio Group, will move on from test transmissions to full 

operation following a watch period of a few months during which the Master Control Room at BH were checking 

for any interference issues. 

It is hoped that the Director General will be able to pass a greetings message over the air to GB3RS at the RSGB’s 

National Radio Centre in Bletchley Park, or GB2RN on HMS Belfast, depending on propagation conditions on the 

day. 

G8BBC will be active on HF bands and VHF, and hopes to expand operations further in the near future. 

** 

We Now Know What SOS Really Stands For 
By Brandon Specktor 

Nope, it's not "save our ship." Not even close. 

“Save Our Souls!” 

“Save On Socks (at Sal’s Irregular Sock Emporium)!” 

These are all things that “SOS,” the international abbreviation for distress, 

does not stand for. Best known for its appearances in desert island 

cartoons, maritime movies, and earworms by ABBA and Rihanna, the 

letters SOS have been used as a code for emergency since 1905. But what 

does SOS stand for, actually? The answer, dear readers, is nothing—and 

that’s exactly why it’s important. 

Unlike WD-40, CVS, and TASER, SOS is not even an acronym: It’s a Morse code sequence, deliberately 

introduced by the German government in a 1905 set of radio regulations to stand out from less important telegraph 

transmissions. Translated to Morse code, SOS looks like this: “. . . – – – . . .” 

Three dots, three dashes, three dots. At a time when international ships increasingly filled the seas, and Morse code 

was the only instantaneous way to communicate between them, vessels needed a quick and unmistakable way to 

signal that trouble was afoot. At first, different nations used different codes. Britain, for example, favored CQD; as 

the Titanic sunk into the ocean in April 1912, it broadcast a mix of CQD and SOS calls (the resulting confusion 

helped take CQD out of use for good). 

The sequence of triplet dots and dashes proposed by the German government soon became the international 

favorite for its elegant simplicity. Transmitted without pause and repeated every few seconds, the message of SOS 

was unmistakable, specifically because it didn’t form any known word or abbreviation. 

By 1908, the code we know and love took effect as the official international radio distress signal, and remained 

that way until 1999, when Morse code was declared all but dead. Today, a ship can signal distress with the touch 

of a button, the lift of a phone, the launch of a rocket, or—if they’re feeling nostalgic—flashing a good ol’ SOS via 

light signals across the waves. Remember it fondly, and then memorize these other mnemonic devices that could 

save your life. 

http://rsgb.org/main/blog/news/gb2rs/headlines/2017/10/13/bbc-dg-to-open-g8bbc-shack/
http://www.g8bbc.com/
http://nationalradiocentre.com/find-out-whats-in-the-nrc.php?item=gb3rs
http://nationalradiocentre.com/
http://nationalradiocentre.com/
http://www.gb2rn.org.uk/
https://www.rd.com/author/brandon-specktor/
https://www.rd.com/cartoons/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvChjHcABPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXmF4GbA86E
https://www.rd.com/culture/common-acronyms/1
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-17631595
https://www.rd.com/health/conditions/mnemonic-devices-save-life/1
https://www.rd.com/health/conditions/mnemonic-devices-save-life/1
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As always, we want to thank the ARRL, QST, ARRL Ohio Section Manager and their 

contributors and also the Monday Morning Memo from Hillsboro, OH as well as the 
Scioto Valley ARC and the Hillsdale ARC for sharing their input into our world of 

AMATEUR RADIO. Also, we would like to thank John, W8OF, and Rod, K1RQS for the photos. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 
 

 

mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

