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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the Fairfield 

County Job & Family 

Services on corner of W.  

Main St. and Memorial Dr., 

Lancaster, OH. Go to the 

EMA room until further 

notice. 

 
Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 8:30 PM 

 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

VE Test 
 

VE test sessions on 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at 

the Red Cross building on W. Mulberry St. just off of 

Broad St. Call Robert Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-

1901). For more details go to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  

 

2016  Officers 
 

President: 
Paul Flautt, KB8CMW 

 

Vice President: 

Gregg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Treasurer: 

Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 

Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

 

Trustee: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Exam Coordinator: 

Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Activities Manager: 

Becky Numbers, KC8NQE 

 

Public Relations: 

     - EVERYONE - 

 

Web Master: 
Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 

Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:30 p.m., Paul KB8CMW called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

There was no visitors in attendance at this meeting. 

 

Paul KB8CMW stated that he would like to start having those in attendance introduce themselves at the opening of 

the meeting, this would give everyone, including visitors the opportunity to get to know one another visually.  
 

Sign-in sheet passed around tonight: 15 people signed-in. 

 

Paul KB8CMW Samuel KD8BUQ 

Greg KD8SSJ Dave WB9PXH 

Kevin KC8MTV Robert KC8PSW 

Becky KC8NQE Carolyn KE8AFM 

Jeff KE8AME Wayne KD8MGO 

Brent KD8MGR Paul W8PDK 

Brooks KD8XJ Rod K1RQS 

Timothy KE8EGE   

   

Officer Reports 

 
Secretary Report:  Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

Minutes of the December meeting were posted in the Ragchewer.  There were corrections made to the meeting 

minutes related to a typo made about the radio that is being used at the entrance to the Job & Family Services 

building on meeting nights. The frequency that was printed, 147.555 MHz was incorrect, it should have been listed 

as 446.000 MHz. Brent – KD8MGR brought this to my attention in an e-mail and the correction was made. There 

were no other corrections needed to the minutes posted in the December Ragchewer.   Carolyn KE8AFM made a 

motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Rod K1RQS. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO  

Ed was not present to give a treasures report.   

 
 
 

VP Report/Net Control Manager:  Greg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

No report except to ask for volunteers for Monday night net control.  The dates needed and the volunteers are 

as follows: 

January 5,2017 Meeting Minutes 
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JANUARY NET CONTROL OPERATORS 

 

January 2
nd

 John – W8AGS 

January 9
th

 John – W8AGS 

January 16
th

 Jeff – KE8AME 

January 23
rd

 John – W8AGS 

January 30
th

 Vacant 

 

 
 

Trustee Report/Station Engineer Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John was not present to give Trustee & Engineer reports. 

 

Committee Reports 
 

Webmaster:  Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

Kevin reported that the Club Officers picture has been updated on the main page of the clubs web page. He 

also stated, that with the help of Becky KC8NQE, that the January calendar has also been updated on the web 

page. He also stated that a continued effort is being made to transition the web page over to another format. He will 

also correct the broken link to the ARRL on the main page.  

 

Chairman Volunteer Exam Committee: Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

Robert reported that two people upgraded to General Class in December. 

 

Robert also reported that on Tuesday he had gone to the Logan club to talk about testing & training and he 

found out that they had a VEC and VE’s and that they had been doing their own testing in Logan. He also stated 

that their local VEC was either in the process of, or getting ready to move out of the area, Robert then offered his 

service to their club and they said that they would look into it. 

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

Ralph was not present to give the Ragchewer report. 
 

 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 

Ed was not present to give the Emergency Coordinator report. 

 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

       Scott was not present to give a Safety Report. 
 

Public Relations:  (This position is not yet filled.) 

       

Activities Manager: Becky Numbers, KC8NQE 

       Becky stated that we will be having our first club breakfast at Frisch’s by the River Valley Mall @ 8:00 a.m., 

Saturday, January 7
th

, she called ahead and stated that there would be room for us to sit together. She would like to 

invite everyone to come out and socialize and get to know each other better, this activity is also opened to spouses. 

       Becky also asked those in attendance their interest in having a monthly breakfast and the feedback was very 

positive. She also reported that she would like to have a cookout at the club house this spring and really try to get 

members to bring out their family and spouses. She will be posting the monthly club activities on the club 

Facebook Page and the Calendar page of the club web page. All club activity business should be e-mail to Becky at 

k8qik.activities@gmail.com this email is used for club business relating to club activites. 
  

mailto:k8qik.activities@gmail.com
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 Old Business: 

      Paul W8PDK went over the audit that had taken place on November 30
th
, 2016 by the Audit Committee 

Members, Paul-W8PDK, Ray-W8FLX, Ray-KD8WHY. He reported that they had reviewed the books of the club 

and reviewed the checking and savings accounts, he reported they were all in acceptable condition. He also 

reported that a copy of the club meeting minutes should be kept with the audit reports so that it could be used as 

reference. This would then be given to the Treasurer, Ed – WD8PGO to keep on file.  

 

New Business: 

 Winter Field Day questions were brought up by Rod K1RQS and he was asking even though this was not 

a club sanctioned activity would it be alright to use the club callsign in order to gain points. A discussion took 

place among the members in attendance and ultimately a vote was brought up giving those participating in Winter 

Field Day the ability to use the K8QIK callsign for the activity. Rod K1RQS made a motion to accept, seconded by 

Jeff KE8AME. The vote was unanimous.    

 

Brent KD8MGR asked what should be done with membership dues since the Treasurer, Ed WD8PGO was not 

present at the meeting. Brent was advised to hang onto it until next month so it could be given directly to the 

Treasurer. 

 

Kevin KC8MTV shared with the members present a print out of all of the currently licensed amateur radio 

operators in the 43130 zip code area. There were over 178 currently licensed amateur radio operators listed as 

being in the 43130 area code, this is not all of Fairfield County, just the 43130 area code. He stated that this 

information was obtained from the FCC website. He stated that he would like to either send mail correspondence 

in the form of a card or actually drive by in order to invite these people to club activities and possibly joining the 

club. 

 

Robert KC8PSW brought up a concern about members that have left the club for various reasons and what may be 

done to bring them back. Kevin KC8MTV stated that through the activities that Becky KC8NQE is planning that 

we would be inviting them out with personal phone calls and whatever else may be necessary to bring them back 

to the club. 

  

Robert KC8PSW also was asking if there was going to be a 10 meter SSB net, Kevin KC8MTV stated that he and 

Jeff KE8AME had been operating 10 meter SSB and they had fun doing this. A discussion took place on having a 

“round robin” type net on another band and mode, i.e. SSB, and there was very positive input and interest shown in 

having this activity. Robert KC8PSW shared how a net in Arizona would use a fact book of local facts as a 

question and discussion period on their net. Brent KD8MGR mentioned a net that would have a technical topic and 

question period. Carolyn KE8AFM mentioned that Circleville has a similar technical discussion net in a “round 

robin” type format. Kevin KC8MTV mentioned how nice it would be to see an XYL net take place in order to 

bring more female activity to the repeater. Carolyn had showed an interest and idea about having a XYL lunch 

hour net.   

 

Brent KD8MGR made a comment about the HT at the entrance of the Job & Family Services building that is being 

used to gain entrance to the club meetings, he stated that he was getting a S5 on his scanner at his house from this 

HT located at the door. 

 

After the club meeting, Rod K1RQS, was going to show a club demonstration on the new SDR (Software Defined 

Radio) and FREE software that he uses. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Paul W8PDK and Seconded by Robert KC8PSW. Meeting adjourned. 
 

  

Submitted by: 

Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV, Secretary 
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CLUB BREAKFAST 

I would like to thank Paul W8PDK & his son, Kevin KC8MTV, 

Becky KC8NQE and their kids Terra and Isaac Numbers, Jeff 

KE8AME his XYL and Brent KD8MGR for coming out to our first 

activity. It was a success.   

 

Hopefully we'll have more at our next activity when we plan it.  

Trying to see what other things we can participate in that would 

interest people and their families.  If you have ideas, pass them 

along, we will try and see what we can do to make it happen. Please 

send ideas to Becky KC8NQE, ( k8qik.activities@gmail.com ) 

 

<> 

 

Backup You’re Files 

 

With the new year upon us you might want to take a good hard look at doing a backup of all the files on your 

computer. Portable hard-drives are really cheap and easy to hookup. With most of them, all you do is 

just plug it in to your computer’s USB port and away you go, instant extra storage. The best thing is you can 

transport this little gadget from one computer to another. If you are like me, you have several computers in the 

house, and by using a single portable hard-drive I can keep all those important backups all in one place. Now that 

makes sense! 

 

You can get these small, lightweight portable hard-drives practically everywhere, and they are well worth the few 

dollars you’ll spend on them. In most cases a 2 Terabyte hard-drive will cost less than $80, and that will give you 

enough memory to easily backup most everything on your computer(s) several times this year. 

 
 

<> 
 

Amazon Smile 
If you weren’t aware, you can donate to the Lancaster-Fairfield Amateur Radio Club every time you make a 

purchase on Amazon. That’s right, all you have to do is sign up for Amazon Smiles and you will donate “without 

any additional charges to you” to YOUR CLUB. For every dollar you spend on Amazon, every person signed up 

for this option will automatically donate a percentage of their purchases to YOUR CLUB. It won’t add any costs to 

you. Please, take advantage of this great program and donate to YOUR CLUB by simply signing up for it.. 

 

 

 

mailto:k8qik.activities@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM YOUR ARRL 

<> 

Boy Scouts' Radio Merit Badge Requirements to Include Amateur Radio Direction Finding Option 

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) have updated the requirements for the Radio Merit Badge for 2017, although a 

formal announcement is pending the publication of the 2017 Boy Scouts Requirements pamphlet. A new option for 

the Radio Merit Badge is Amateur Radio Direction Finding (ARDF). 

ARRL ARDF Coordinator Joe Moell, K0OV, said he's "really excited" 

about the move, and he credited Jamboree on the Air Coordinator (JOTA) 

and K2BSA trustee Jim Wilson, K5ND, with being the "spark plug" 

behind the ARDF addition.  

"Jim visited a training session at the USA ARDF Championships in Texas 

last April and realized what an excellent activity that on-foot hidden 

transmitter hunting can be for Scouts," Moell recounted. "Working with 

Brian Coleman, KB0MAP, Jim authored the new ARDF Radio Merit 

Badge syllabus, which was then reviewed by several leaders of US ARDF 

community."  

A first draft of the new merit badge pamphlet is anticipated later this 

month or in early February. Moell said the new merit badge requirements 

should become effective just in time for the July 2017 National Scout 

Jamboree in West Virginia, where an ARDF course and equipment will be available to Scouts of all ages. He also 

hopes there could be a role for ARDF in JOTA.  

The Radio Merit Badge ARDF option combines orienteering and foxhunting, and opens a new interactive 

component to this program. Other new Radio Merit Badge options include cellular telephones and different types 

of radio modulation.  

Key requirements being dropped from the Radio Merit Badge include open, closed, and short circuits, as well as 

schematic symbols and components, because these are covered in the Electricity and Electronics Merit Badges.  

The BSA also made some minor editorial changes and reordered requirements for the Amateur Radio option. The 

radio broadcasting option now includes internet streaming, regulations, and power levels. A medium-wave and 

shortwave listening option includes both types of listening, as well as listening via streaming services on a 

smartphone.  

The BSA has posted a list of frequently asked questions (FAQs). Scouts are encouraged to follow the new 

requirements, although the guidelines  

<> 

Logbook of The World to No Longer Accept Contacts Signed by TQSL Versions 

Earlier Than  2.0: As of 1400 UTC on January 16, ARRL Logbook of The World 

(LoTW) no longer will accept contacts that have been digitally signed by versions of TQSL 

earlier than version 2.0. Users of earlier versions are encouraged to upgrade as soon as 

possible, as older TQSL versions contain uncorrected defects and display inaccurate error 

messages. The current versions of TQSL for Windows, OS X, and Linux are available 

online at https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/installation/. This action does not affect data already uploaded to LoTW; 

all QSOs remain in the LoTW database in perpetuity. -- Thanks to Norm Fusaro, W3IZ 

http://www.scouting.org/filestore/Merit_Badge_ReqandRes/Radio.pdf
http://www.k2bsa.net/radio-merit-badge-2/
https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/installation/
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Registration is Now Open for Contest University at Dayton: 

Student registration is now open for 2017 Dayton Contest University (CTU), all day on 

Thursday, May 18, 2017, at the Crowne Plaza hotel in downtown Dayton, Ohio. CTU 

sessions have been held in 11 countries over its 11-year history, and more than 5,000 

students have attended to learn the ins and outs of Amateur Radio contesting from CTU's 

"professors." Scholarships to cover the registration fee are available from CTU through a 

grant from the Northern California DX Foundation (NCDXF) for students 25 years old and 

younger. Click the "Contact Us" button on the CTU website for more information. Student registration information 

is available on the CTU website. Anyone who has given (or will give at Hamvention 2017) a talk about Amateur 

Radio to any club, hamfest, or group since May 17, 2016, qualifies for a $10 registration fee discount. Use the 

"Registration with Club Talk Discount" option on the CTU website, which has much more information. -- Thanks 

to Tim Duffy, K3LR, Contest University Chairman 

<> 

Special Call Sign Prefixes Available to Celebrate Canada's Sesquicentennial: Radio 

Amateurs of Canada (RAC) has secured permission for all Canadian radio amateurs to use 

special call sign prefixes to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Canada's Confederation during 

2017. Starting on January 1, radio amateurs and clubs with VA-prefix call signs may use CF 

instead, and those with VE-prefix call signs may use CG instead. Amateurs and clubs with 

VO-prefix call signs may substitute CH instead, while those holding VY-prefix call signs may 

substitute CI. Use of the special prefixes is optional, and Canadian radio amateurs may choose 

if and when to use the special prefix at any time during the year. VY1AAA, the Yukon Canam 

Contest Club, will mark the sesquicentennial with special call sign XK150YUKON from January 1 until March 1. 

For the rest of 2017, VY1AAA will operate using either CI1AAA or VY1AAA 

<> 

Winter Field Day is Just Ahead 

Field Day is not just for summertime anymore. Winter Field Day, sponsored by the Winter Field Day Association 

(WFDA), will take place over the January 28-29 weekend, and it can be a terrific time to prep for ARRL Field Day 

in June. The annual event's stated purpose is to encourage emergency operating preparedness in the winter, but it's 

also an excuse to get out of the house and enjoy the great outdoors. According to the WFDA, getting ready for 

emergency communication in a winter environment is just as important as the preparations and practice that take 

place each June during ARRL Field Day, and -- let's face it -- it's not cold and snowy everywhere during the winter 

months. Your local climate could be quite the opposite.  

"Don't let those winter doldrums keep you locked up in the house," the 

WFDA says. "Get out and play some radio!" The WFDA said it believes 

that maintaining operating skills should not be limited to fair-weather 

scenarios.  

The event, which got its start in 2007, is not restricted to North America. 

All Amateur Radio operators around the world are invited to participate, 

and there are three entry categories -- indoor, outdoor, and home. The rules 

are similar to those for ARRL Field Day. Operation will take place on all 

HF bands except 12, 17, 30, and 60 meters, as well as on VHF, UHF, and satellite. The event runs 24 hours. US 

and Canadian stations exchange call sign, operating category, and ARRL or RAC section.  

http://contestuniversity.com/
http://contestuniversity.com/
http://www.rac.ca/
http://canada.pch.gc.ca/eng/1468262573081
http://www.winterfieldday.com/
https://www.winterfieldday.com/rules/
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The WFDA encourages both group and solo operation, and if you're not up for an outdoor winter adventure 

involving Amateur Radio, you can operate from the comfort of your shack. As the WFDA says on its Facebook 

page, "The object is winter fun!" 

 

<> 

 

NEWS FROM YOUR ARRL OHIO SECTION 

NIMS / ICS Training 

 

For all of 2016 you have heard from Stan and myself about the importance, and need to get your four basic 

NIMS/ICS training (ICS 100, 200, 700 & 800) completed.  

 

Our state database shows that we have been very successful at getting those courses completed, as that we have 

well over 300 people with the 4 basic courses registered with us. We also have more than 500 others working their 

way through these courses at various stages of completion, and hopefully they will be completing them very soon. 

 

This year we will be keeping up the pressure to get the training in, but I’m now going to push hard on all of you to 

not only get this training, but to get those so valuable certificates turned in to me so that we can get you added to 

the database as well. Yes, we have a lot of folks in there, but we know that we don’t have yours. How do we 

know that? Everyone that has the 4 basic courses and has shared those certificates with us is now listed on the Ohio 

Section NIMS Roster. Do you know if your certificates have been turned in? You can now find out quickly if we 

have you in the database, Here’s a link  http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/special/nims_roster.html  

 

If you don’t see your name on the list we don’t have all 4 of your needed certificates, and we definitely need and 

want them! This list shows those who have all 4 certificates turned in. If you don’t see your name on the list, send 

them to me  n8sy@n8sy.com   Now even if you haven’t gotten all 4 of these courses in, we still need you to get 

what you do have turned in to us so that we can get you started on your way.  

 

I’ve had a lot of folks ask me why this training is so important. The answer is easy. In 2014 the ARRL signed a 

MOU with FEMA to help them when needed. This puts ARES in direct contact with FEMA now; this is a 

relationship that we didn’t have before. The agreement indicates that we are to be a TRAINED corps of 

communicators. With that stated, FEMA’s expectations are that we have the 4 basic courses – ICS 100, 

200, 700 and 800 completed so that we can properly operate within their Incident Command System that ALL 

emergencies now operate under. So you see, we’ve now agreed to get this training, and that’s why we need 

to fulfil our part of this MOU as best as we can.  

 

The Ohio Section has taken a lead in the country with this and really dug its heals in and has done a great job of 

completing this training. Let’s keep it going for 2017!!   

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/winterfieldday/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/winterfieldday/
http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/special/nims_roster.html
mailto:n8sy@n8sy.com
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Ohio EMA to Begin Accepting Safe Room Applications 
 

The Ohio Safe Room Rebate Program is once again accepting applications, beginning January 9. The program 

provides a rebate for the purchase and construction/installation of tornado safe rooms for Ohio homeowners.  

 

“The entire state of Ohio is at risk of an EF5 tornado, which produces 250 mile per hour winds capable of 

destroying most structures,” said Steve Ferryman, Ohio EMA mitigation branch chief. “A safe room is built to 

withstand these winds and resulting airborne debris and provides near absolute protection for occupants.” 

 

A safe room is an extreme-wind shelter or space that provides protection to people during a tornado. It can be 

constructed/installed in one of several places in the home: in the basement, beneath a concrete slab-on-grade 

foundation or garage floor, or in an interior room on the first floor. A safe room may also be buried in the yard or 

be a stand-alone structure near your home. 

 

Residents selected for the program are eligible for a rebate up to 75 percent of the cost to install or construct a safe 

room – up to a maximum of $4,875. To apply for the Ohio Safe Room Rebate Program, homeowners have until 5 

p.m. March 10, to register on the Ohio EMA website: https://ohiosharpp.ema.state.oh.us/SafeRoom2017/, 

beginning January 9. 

 

The Ohio Safe Room Rebate Program will use a computerized random selection process to select applicants. A 

priority list of applicants will be created from the selected applicants. Chosen homeowners will be notified by e-

mail of their position on the priority list on or after March 13. Ohio EMA anticipates grant funding will become 

available this year and having a list of participants who meet program requirements will expedite the rebate 

process. 

 

Funding for the rebate program is through a partnership with the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 

(FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grant programs. Ohio homeowners would be responsible for 25 

percent of the construction costs and any additional costs over the 75 percent maximum rebate of $4,875. 

 

Safe rooms must meet FEMA requirements in FEMA publications 320 and 361, and cannot be 

constructed/installed prior to the rebate drawing and notification from Ohio EMA to proceed with construction. 

Ohio EMA plans to offer this rebate program on an annual basis. When and if HMA funding becomes available, 

the amount of funding will determine the number of rebates. 

 

<> 

SKYWARN TRAINING – WHERE CAN I GET IT.. 
 

Hey Gang, it’s time to start thinking of either renewing, or obtaining your Skywarn training for 2017. Do you 

know where the training is being made available? 

 

Here’s are links to all 5 weather offices that cover Ohio. Depending on where you live will depend on which 

weather office you’ll want to look at. It’s your choice as to which area you want to go to, but just be sure to get that 

training in! 

 

Cleveland:  http://www.weather.gov/cle/SKYWARN_schedule 

 

Wilmington:  http://www.weather.gov/iln/spottertrainingschedule 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMTAzLjY4MjY2NDUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDEwMy42ODI2NjQ1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTg1NDc0JmVtYWlsaWQ9c2VjcmV0YXJ5QG9oaW92b2FkLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9c2VjcmV0YXJ5QG9oaW92b2FkLmNvbSZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&103&&&https://ohiosharpp.ema.state.oh.us/SafeRoom2017/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://www.weather.gov/cle/SKYWARN_schedule
http://www.weather.gov/iln/spottertrainingschedule
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Pittsburgh:  http://www.weather.gov/pbz/skywarn 

 

Fort Wayne:  http://www.weather.gov/iwx/iwxskywarn 

 

Charleston: http://www.weather.gov/rlx/skywarn  

 

You can also find these links on the Ohio Section ARES webpage under Skywarn too  

http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/skywarn.html 

 

<> 
 

Social Media…We Were First! 

 

As Social Media…Twitter, Snap Chat, Texting…continues to grow the analysis of its impact is becoming more 

challenged. Just how effective are these new forms of communication and do they do more harm than good. 

 

Well, when it comes to new methods of communicating it’s important to remember that Amateur Radio is, and 

always been, first…in every way…creating and improving just how we talk to each other. We have the high bands, 

the low bands, microwave, satellite, code, sideband, RTTY, EME, SSTV, Packet and now DMR. We have 

repeaters, a technology known today and Cell Phones! Nearly a dozen or more ways to effectively to 

communicate…and consistently communicate…without interruption and without damaging reputations and world 

order.  

 

What we do as Amateur Radio operators is all for the good…and all good…and we keep doing it and improving 

every day. When it comes to the real Social Media…WE WERE FIRST! 

 

I suppose this all seems a little esoteric but I think about it every time I see new headline quoting social media as 

the source of a major story. It makes me cringe and appreciate what we as hams do and the way we do it. We 

report and educate our stories responsibly using reliable technology with ethics and professionalism.  

 

One final word from the soapbox…. We have one other form of communication that works…the newsletters our 

clubs send every month. Well written papers without hidden agendas from editors and writers who care about their 

readers and the hobby they’re writing about. 

 

WOW! What a great movement with which to associated!!  

 

<> 

SOS 

 

When I was learning Morse Code as a kid the fist “word” I learned to send was SOS. It was easy since the all of 

those letters pretty much make up my last name (ROSS)! 

 

Well, one of the Christmas gifts I received was an LED flashlight that automatically sends SOS with a couple of 

button pushes! I’m pretty amazed how I discovered it. I was working changing a recessed light bulb and trying to 

check the socket. I pushed the on button and the light begin to flash and…somehow…I knew almost immediately 

it was SOS!!! The old ham who taught me code did a pretty good job. 

http://www.weather.gov/pbz/skywarn
http://www.weather.gov/iwx/iwxskywarn
http://www.weather.gov/rlx/skywarn
http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/skywarn.html
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And while we’re on the subject of flashing objects...the Capitol Records building in Los Angles has a tall spiral on 

top with a red light that flashes, in code, CAPITOL RECORDS!!! The light can be reprogrammed to flash the title 

of their new CD or any other message they want.  I’m not sure Mr. Morse would approve. 

 

So the next time you’re in LA…drop by and brush up on your code practice, 

THE PUBLIC INFORMATION COORDINATOR 

John Ross, KD8IDJ 

john.ross3@worldnet.att.net  
 

Finally..  As Phil Esterhouse of the acclaimed Hill Street Blues used to say..  “Hey, let’s be careful out there”  this 

holds true for all of us as well, but have FUN doing it!! 

 

73, 

ARRL Ohio Section 

Section Manager: Scott D Yonally, N8SY 

n8sy@arrl.org 

<> 

 

Take an aerial tour of the new Hamvention grounds in Xenia. Thanks 
to Gregg, KB8USO for passing on this video . 

https://www.facebook.com/DXEngineering/videos/1111274422302094/ 

 
<> 

 

 

HAMVENTION INFORMATION—Some information regarding HamVention has been 

released by the Dayton ARA.  The form for ordering admission tickets by mail is now posted to the 

www.hamvention.org web site.  Tickets are $22 in advance and $27 at the door.  The admission price includes on-

the-grounds parking.  On-line ticket ordering should be available soon.  Camping will be available on the 

fairgrounds property, but not in the flea market area.  Those interested should contact the Greene County 

Fairgrounds for details. License testing will take place on May 19 and 20 at the Presbyterian Church across the 

road from the Hamvention location.  Two tests will be given each day starting at 10 am.  Presently the Committee 

is seeking VEs to assist with the testing process.  If you are a VE in any of the VE programs and are interested in 

helping and getting some nice benefits, contact them for information.  Some non-Extra certified VE positions are 

available on a first come basis.  

 

 

<> 

 
 

mailto:john.ross3@worldnet.att.net
mailto:n8sy@arrl.org
https://www.facebook.com/DXEngineering/videos/1111274422302094/
http://www.hamvention.org/
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Special Event Station K7Z will commemorate Zane Grey's birthday on January 28-31, 2017 

 

Payson, Arizona -- Sponsored by the Tonto Amateur Radio Association, Inc. and the Northern Gila County 

Historical Society that operates The Rim Country Museum and The Zane Grey Cabin.  Members of our amateur 

radio association will be active from January 28 - 31, 2017 using the call sign K7Z from their own QTHs as well as 

from the Zane Grey Cabin in Payson, AZ.  

Zane Grey was an author and master of the American western novel. An Ohio born dentist, Pearl Zane Grey spent 

many years under the Mogollon Rim writing "To The Last Man" and a dozen other Westerns with Arizona settings 

and characters. His prolific writings popularized the American cowboy as a taciturn, romantic figure. 

Preferred frequencies will be in the General band segments. Like Us? Spot Us! A special QSL card will be 

available for the event:  https://www.qrz.com/db/k7z  

QSL INFO 

Direct Only - Your Card and SASE, Sorry No eQSL, LOTW or Bureau 

Non-USA, Please enclose 2 US Dollars for return Postage 

Send a SASE (self-addressed stamped envelope) for a commemorative QSL card to: 

Tonto Amateur Radio Assoc., Inc. 

PO Box 765 

Payson, AZ 85547 

 
<> 

 
DAYTON VA RADIO STATION—The Dayton, Ohio Veterans Hospital now has an 

amateur radio station for the use and enjoyment of our veterans who hold ham licenses during their stay 
or visit to the facility.  W8DVA took to the air January 3.  It will operate each weekday between 8 and 4 
and will try to be found on 7.26 or 14.26. Why not give a listen for them and thank the operator for his 
service? 

<> 

  

 

SPECIAL EVENT STATION—Ohio native and western novel writer Zane Grey will be honored with 
a special event operation January 28-31 using the K7Z call sign.  The event is sponsored by the Tonto ARA of 
Payson, AZ and will be operated from the Zane Grey Cabin in Payson.  Operation will be in the General portion of 
the bands.  Grey was born in east central Ohio at Zanesville-which was named after his Revolutionary War hero 
grandfather.  A dentist by trade, he later moved to Arizona and California where he was inspired to write his best-
selling western novels. 

 

 

 

https://www.qrz.com/db/k7z
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Inauguration Special Event Set 

 

 Radio amateurs in the Washington, DC, area, will operate special event station W3T January 

19-21 to mark the inauguration of Donald J. Trump, Mike Lonneke, W4AAW, of Round Hill, 

Virginia, has announced. A group of more than 20 operators will staff the operation, and a 

commemorative QSL card will be available. Jim Nitzberg, WX3B -- who participated in the 

2009 inaugural commemorative station -- recalled the special event was swamped by callers. 

Lonneke and Nitzberg are making their own stations available for the operation, and teams of 

seasoned contesters will be taking the helm for the W3T event. Richard Maylott, W2YE, will 

oversee the distribution of the anticipated thousands of commemorative QSL card requests. 

QSL direct with a self-addressed, stamped envelope ($2 for non-US requests) to 20732 Furr Rd., Round Hill, VA 

20141-1803 or via the W3 QSL Bureau. -- Thanks to Mike Lonneke, W4AAW 
 

 

 

 

Don’t forget the Daily Get Together Net on 147.030, 71.9 MHz tone.  You will meet 
several of the club members and have an enjoyable roundtable conversation. Also 
you will meet our two oldest members usually on the air; Frosty, W8AEY and Ray, 

W8FLX. They both have passed the 90 year young mark but still have and share valuable 
information with the rest of us. 

****** 

As always we want to thank the ARRL, QST and their contributors and also the 
Monday Morning Memo from Hillsboro, OH as well as the Scioto Valley ARC  for 

sharing their input into our world of AMATEUR RADIO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

16 

Well that’s about all for this month. Hope you get some use out of 

the articles and have been inspired to participate more in all of the 

club activities. Remember... Maintain good radio etiquette . Amateur 

Radio is a contact sport.    --… …--     

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

