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This amphitheater was built during 1908-09 in a curve to correspond with the curve of the track. 
(Early morning of October 6, 2016 a suspicious fire destroyed this amphitheater) 

 

The first Fairfield County Fair was held in Lancaster, Ohio, the second week of October, 1851. 

The Fairfield County Fair is known as The Last and Best of the Season. 
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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the Fairfield 

County Job & Family 

Services on corner of W.  

Main St. and Memorial Dr., 

Lancaster, OH. Go to the 

EMA room until further 

notice. 

 
Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 8:30 PM 

 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

VE Test 
 

VE test sessions on 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at 

the Red Cross building on W. Mulberry St. just off of 

Broad St. Call Robert Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-

1901). For more details go to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  

 
  

 

2016  Officers 
 

President: 
Paul Flautt, KB8CMW 

 

Vice President: 

Gregg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Treasurer: 

Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 
Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

 

Trustee: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Exam Coordinator: 

Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Activities Manager: 

Adam Cook, KE8AFP 

 

Public Relations: 

David Jackson, KD8MOY 

 

Web Master: 
Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 

Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:30 p.m., Paul KB8CMW called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

There was 1 visitor to this meeting, Timothy Wilson KE8EGE. 

 

There were 2 applications for 1st viewing, Timothy Wilson KE8EGE and Russell Wilson KE8BUP. 

 

Officer Reports 
 

Secretary Report:  Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

Minutes of the September meeting were posted in the Ragchewer.  There were no corrections to the minutes.   Ray 

W8FLX made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Robert KC8PSW.   All were in favor.   
 

Sign-in tonight: 24 members in attendance. 

 

Brent KD8MGR Greg KD8SSJ 

Kevin KC8MTV Rod K1RQS 

Carolyn KE8AFM Jeff KE8AME 

Paul W8PDK Becky KC8NQE 

Ray W8FLX John W8OF 

Adam KE8AFP John W8AGS 

Jack  AE8P Robert KC8PSW 

Dennis KB8WR Ray KD8WHY 

Brooks KD8XJ Dave WB9PXH 

Steve KD8ULA Wayne KD8MGO 

Ralph W8BVH Scott WD8IXO 

Ed WD8PGO Paul KB8CMW 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO  

Ed gave the treasurer’s report.  John W8AGS made a motion to accept the report, seconded by Robert 

KC8PSW. All were in favor.   
 

VP Report/Net Control Manager:  Greg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

No report except to ask for volunteers for Monday night net control.  The dates needed and the volunteers are 

as follows: 

Oct. 10    Robert KC8PSW 

Oct. 17    John W8AGS 

Oct. 24    Jeff KE8AME 

Oct. 31    Paul KB8CMW 

Nov. 7     Robert KC8PSW 

Nov. 14   open 

Nov. 21   open 

Nov. 28   open 
 

 

 

 

October 6,2016 Meeting Minutes 
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Trustee Report/Station Engineer Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John reported that since the September meeting, additional expenditures for the new repeater site amount to 

$292.67 out of the $750 allowed, which is still under budget.  John, Matt KB8UVN, Brent KD8MGR, and Wayne 

KD8MGO worked on the project today and have it almost completed.  John expects the repeater to be on the air in 

November.  There still has been no word as to any new developments regarding the club house but it is still in use 

for some radio nights, beginning time is between 6-6:30 p.m. on Thursdays. 

 

Committee Reports 
 

Webmaster:  Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

 Kevin reported that he is having issues with the software for the website and is investigating another option 

which would not involve any expense. 

 

Chairman Volunteer Exam Committee: Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

Robert reported there was no testing session for September.  Next testing session will be October 10th at 7:00 

p.m. at the Red Cross Building.  Currently there are four candidates scheduled for the test session.   

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

Ralph reported that he is looking at and collecting some interesting items from other clubs to post in the 

Ragchewer. 
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 

Ed reported that the Licking County EMA along with Licking County ARES is hosting an Amateur radio 

workshop on November 10
th
 from 6-8 p.m. 

 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

No report. 
 

Public Relations:   

       No report. 

 

Activities Manager: Adam Cook, KE8AFP 

       Adam reiterated that the club Christmas party is scheduled for Thursday, December 8
th 

at 6p.m. to be held at 

the Golden Corral in Lancaster.  Since tonight’s meeting is the deadline for rsvp, he asked for any additional 

members that are planning to attend who had not yet contacted him.  Regarding the NPOA – National Parks On the 

Air, Adam will be attempting to schedule the club for a November date at the Hopewell Culture location.   
  

 Old Business: 

      The nominees for each officer position of the club for the next year were voted on at this meeting.  The vote 

passed unanimously.  At the November meeting, the following will be sworn into their respective office: 

 

President – Paul, KB8CMW 

Vice President – Greg, KD8SSJ 

Secretary – Kevin, KC8MTV 

Treasurer – Ed, WD8PGO 

Activities – Becky, KC8NQE 

 

New Business: 

 The public relations position with the club is currently vacant and needs to be filled.  Greg, KD8SSJ asked 

the members for a volunteer to fill this position.  No member volunteered at this meeting. 

 

 Paul, KB8CMW approached the members and asked for volunteers regarding the formation of an audit 

committee to perform an audit for the current year.  Paul, WD8PDK; Ray, W8FLX, and Ray WD8WHY  
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volunteered to chair this committee. 

 

  Paul, WD8PDK made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ray W8FLX.  Meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m.   

 
 

Respectfully Submitted 

Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

Secretary 
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 REMEMBER WHEN… …  
By: Brent Ludwick, KD8MGR  

I just bought back a significant item from my childhood that is responsible for the course of the 

last 25 years of my life. I received for Christmas, age 10, a RadioShack 28-265 electronics lab. For 

whatever reason, I forgot about it for about a year. When I came across it in a closet at my Dad's 

house (then age 11), I asked, "Where did this come from?". My Dad replied that I'd received it for 

Christmas from some relative or another the year before, but apparently hadn't noticed it. Also, 

that after a week of it lying about and me not taking any notice of it, my step-mother put it away in 

the closet where it remained for the next year until I came across it, and yes it was mine. 

I immediately set to work "playing" with it. The book included directions to build a crystal set 

style AM radio. The moment I put that earphone into my ear and heard music playing on 

something I built I was hooked. This one item shaped the entire next twenty-five years of my life 

to date. To include my entire knowledge of electronics and RF to date. 

My original set is long gone with parts cannibalized for further projects as my knowledge evolved. 

But today I stopped in at a rummage sale. There was really nothing worth having there on the 

whole. But from clear across the venue I spotted "The Box".  I was able to identify it from about 

fifty feet away lying there obscurely on a table amongst much other junk. I made a bee-line for it, 

with laser guided missile-like focus. When I opened the box and found that it was complete, I set 

about finding the price. I nearly fell over when I found a sticker that read "$1.00". There was 

nothing else to be considered. I purchased it and walked away with a very nostalgic felling of 

youthfulness. Perhaps I'll try to use it to pass on some interest and knowledge to some of my 

young nephews. 
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Ohio Metro Parks on the air  
 

Jeff, (KE8AME); Kevin, (KC8MTV); Robb, (KE8AMC); Dave (W8HUD) and myself,  (K1RQS) 

and possibly Paul, (W8PDK) will be at Clear Creek Park on Saturdays, Oct. 22 & 29th. 

We will be setting up antennas, getting on the air. Have Club Banner and Club Brochures. There 

will be Hamstick Dipoles, W5RV, End Fed and Delta Loops among other antennas in use. 

Yes, (K1RQS) is bringing his pneumatic launcher. There is a Pavilion, Rest Rooms, Grille and 

Electricity at the Pavilion. 

This activity is for the whole club and should be an enjoyable outing. Hope to see you all there. 

Questions may be directed to Rod, K1RQS: rod1013@outlook.com  

 

<> 

An introduction of a fine young Ham  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

During the club meeting Tim presented a home brewed code practice oscillator that he built. He also 
sent out CQ and his call KE8EGE with the oscillator. Thanks Tim for your willingness to show your 
handywork. Also thanks to his elmers. Looks like a family affair. 

 
 

NEWS FROM YOUR ARRL 
 

Statewide ARES Activation Declared in Florida for Hurricane Matthew 

The entire State of Florida was placed under an Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) Level 1 -- or full -- 

activation on October 6, as Hurricane Matthew headed for landfall in the US. The category 4 

storm has already caused more than 100 deaths, most of them in Haiti, as it moved northward 

through the Caribbean. The Northern Florida ARES Net was called up on 3950 or 7252 kHz -

- depending upon propagation -- and will remain operational for the duration of the threat.  

"This net is for life safety communications," ARRL Northern Florida Section Manager Steve 

Szabo, WB4OMM, stressed. "This net is not for collecting weather data, idle conversations, 

or 'chit chat.'" The Statewide Amateur Radio Network (SARnet) also has been activated for 

statewide use for life safety communications, continuing until terminated. SARnet is a network of linked UHF 

repeaters serving Florida. 

 

 

Hello! My name is Timothy Wilson, KE8EGE, I got my Technician License in May, 2016. I 

am 12 years old and am still new to ham radio. My father KE8BUR, uncle KE8BUP, and 

brother KE8BUQ, just got licensed and my grandfather KD8XJ has had his license for 35 

years. My station is a Yeasu ft450d with an ocf at 40 ft, and I also have a 2m/70cm handheld. 

See you on the air, 73's and God bless! 

mailto:rod1013@outlook.com
http://www.sarnetfl.com/
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has announced it may use several 60 

meter frequencies for interoperability with other authorized stations, federal government stations, 

and Amateur Radio stations during the Hurricane Matthew response. It is requested that all  

stations stay clear of these frequencies unless they have emergency traffic relative to Hurricane 

Matthew. The Amateur Radio Service has secondary status on 60 meters.  

The suppressed-carrier frequencies (dial frequencies) are 5330.5 kHz, 5346.5 kHz, 5357.0 kHz, 5371.5 kHz, and 

5403.5 kHz (USB). 

<> 

ARRL Gauging Impact of Revised California Distracted Driving Law 

California has upped its game in cracking down on distracted driving, and radio amateurs there are concerned that 

a recent revision to the state's Motor Vehicle Code could affect Amateur Radio mobile operation. The old law, 

which included an Amateur Radio exemption, already prohibited motorists from using electronic wireless 

communication devices to write, send, or read a text-based communication while in motion, unless the device was 

configured for voice-operated and hands-free operation. The revised law does not exempt Amateur Radio. 

Assembly Bill 1785, signed into law on September 26 by Governor Jerry Brown, prohibits a motorist from driving 

"while holding and operating" a handheld wireless telephone or a wireless electronic communication device, as 

defined by the code. But it authorizes a driver to operate such devices mounted on a vehicle's windshield like a 

GPS or on the dashboard or center console "in a manner that does not hinder 

the driver's view of the road," if the driver can activate or deactivate a 

feature or function "with the motion of a single swipe or tap of the finger."  

The language defining devices covered by the law does not accurately 

specify what activity is prohibited, leaving its application subject to 

misinterpretation by individual law enforcement officers, but it does not 

specifically proscribe use of mobile Amateur Radio equipment for voice 

communication. The list of covered devices includes, but is not limited to, 

"a broadband personal communication device, a specialized mobile radio 

device, a handheld device or laptop computer with mobile data access, a pager, or a two-way messaging device." A 

first offense would incur a $20 base fine and $50 for subsequent offenses.  

Initial wording of the legislation was not considered to be a threat to Amateur Radio operation, but the measure's 

language changed substantially as it worked its way through the California General Assembly.  

ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, said there are two principal ways to protect Amateur Radio in this 

type of legislation. "One is by sufficiently narrowly defining prohibited activity so as to exclude Amateur Radio," 

he said. "The other is to create specific exemptions where the definitions are confusing. This new statute is an 

example of bad legislative draftsmanship. It creates a motor vehicle law with citations issued for certain activity 

that includes the words 'but is not limited to' in the language defining the violation."  

In addition to scrutinizing the language of the revision, ARRL will be consulting with Field Organization officials 

in California to determine its next steps. 

<> 

 

 

 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB1785
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The Doctor Will See You Now! 

"Bits vs. Baud" is the topic of the latest (October 6) episode of the "ARRL The Doctor is In" podcast. Listen...and 

learn!  

Sponsored by DX Engineering, "ARRL The Doctor is In" is an informative 

discussion of all things technical. Listen on your computer, tablet, or smartphone -- 

whenever and wherever you like!  

Every 2 weeks, your host, QST Editor in Chief Steve Ford, WB8IMY, and the  

Doctor himself, Joel Hallas, W1ZR, will discuss a broad range of technical topics. You can also e-mail your 

questions to doctor@arrl.org, and the Doctor may answer them in a future podcast.  

Enjoy "ARRL The Doctor is In" on Apple iTunes, or by using your iPhone or iPad podcast app (just search for 

"ARRL The Doctor is In"). You can also listen online at Blubrry, or at Stitcher (free registration required, or 

browse the site as a guest) and through the free Stitcher app for iOS, Kindle, or Android devices.  

If you've never listened to a podcast before, download our beginner's guide. Just ahead on October 20, "HF Mobile 

Antennas." 

National Parks on the Air Update 

ARRL's National Parks on the Air (NPOTA) program remains on track to break 800,000 contacts from eligible 

NPS units before the end of the year! Some 1,200 Activators have made just over 700,000 contacts from nearly 

460 of the 489 NPOTA units. With just under 3 months to go, there is still time for you to get in on the NPOTA 

hunt or to plan your own activation! The NPOTA page on the ARRL website has all the information you need to 

get started.  

There are 30 activations scheduled between October 6 and 12, including the Hubbell 

Trading Post National Historic Site in Arizona and the first activation of Coral Reef 

National Monument in the US Virgin Islands.  

Details about these and other upcoming activations can be found on the NPOTA 

Activations calendar. Keep up with the latest NPOTA news on Facebook. Follow NPOTA 

on Twitter (@ARRL_NPOTA). 

<> 

LoTW Password Checking Change Causes Problems for Some Users 

An upgrade to the password checking mechanism that authenticates Logbook of The World (LoTW) users has 

caused log-in problems for some clients. Under the system in place prior to approximately 2300 UTC on 

September 19, the LoTW log-in system ignored the case of any characters in a password when checking for a 

match, storing them all as lowercase. The new system is case-sensitive, however. While passwords once were 

randomly generated, the ARRL IT staff recently implemented a new LoTW password mechanism that lets users 

choose their own passwords. Under this new system, when users first log in, their passwords are encrypted.  

Some users attempting to log in with mixed-case passwords were rejected, however, 

because the system had stored their passwords as all lowercase. A subsequent 

modification allows the system to accept a user's mixed-case password and changes the 

stored password to the user's mixed-case specification. The issue also can present 

problems for applications, such as logging programs that employ a user's credentials to 

access a LoTW account.  

 

http://www.arrl.org/doctor
http://www.dxengineering.com/
mailto:doctor@arrl.org
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/arrl-the-doctor-is-in/id1096749595?mt=2
https://www.blubrry.com/arrl_the_doctor_is_in/
https://www.stitcher.com/
http://www.arrl.org/doctor
https://npota.arrl.org/
https://npota.arrl.org/
https://npota.arrl.org/nps-events.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NPOTA/
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world


 9 

 

Users who encounter trouble logging in to LoTW are being asked to enter their passwords in all lowercase. If that 

doesn't work, contact the LoTW Help Desk or explore other methods available for LoTW.  

Any LoTW users who logged in before this modification was made -- at around 2300 UTC on September 19 -- had 

their passwords stored in lowercase, no matter which case they used in entering them. These passwords now must 

be entered as lowercase. Users who have changed to a new password with mixed-case letters must continue to 

enter their passwords in mixed-case letters.  

ARRL apologizes for underestimating the extent of the problems that would be caused by the lack of password 

case-sensitivity in the previous LoTW authentication mechanism. 

<> 

"Overview of Army and Air Force MARS" Webinar Set for October 25 

Registration is open for the webinar "Overview of Army and Air Force MARS," October 25 at 8 

PM ET (0000 UTC on October 26).  

US Air Force MARS Chief Dave Stapchuk, KD9DXM, will discuss the history of the Military 

Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) program and membership requirements for Amateur Radio 

operators. He also will highlight the Joint MARS Phone Patch network, which provides daily 

support to US armed forces. The phone patch network facilitates not only morale/welfare phone 

patches, but routinely handles mission-related radio calls and occasionally assists US air crews with in-flight 

emergency phone patches when air traffic control cannot be reached.  

US Army MARS Program Manager Paul English, WD8DBY, will discuss the quarterly US Department of Defense 

(DOD) contingency communication exercises, which promote interoperability between the Amateur Radio 

community and the DOD. English will also discuss initiatives for promoting the use of 60 meters between Amateur 

Radio and the federal government, as well as the types of information MARS operators will request from the 

Amateur Radio community during the upcoming quarterly DOD communications exercise (COMEX), October 30-

November 1.  

Registrants will receive a confirming e-mail that contains information about joining the webinar. 

<> 

New England Forum to Demystify Tax-Exempt Status for Ham Radio Clubs 

Most radio clubs are set up as non-profit corporations, but this does not 

mean that they are tax exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Service (IRS) tax code. Some changes that took place in 2014 

simplified the process for smaller organizations with less than $50,000 in 

annual gross revenues and reduced the amount of red tape.  

At the New England Amateur Radio Festival (NEAR-Fest) Friday and Saturday, October 14-15, in Deerfield, New 

Hampshire, Certified Public Accountant Lynn Baxter, W0LTB, will explain how clubs and non-profits can attain 

501(c)(3) status under the new rules and how to file a simple online annual report to maintain that status.  

This means that, under some circumstances, Amateur Radio clubs would be able to accept donations and issue 

receipts for tax purposes, as well as enjoy other benefits. The forum will take place on Friday, October 14, at 3 

PM. Clubs are invited to send one representative, as seating is limited.  

"This special forum is being presented by NEAR-Fest as a service to the Amateur Radio community," said Mike 

Crestohl, W1RC. "NEAR-Fest anticipates a high response rate to this special presentation. Clubs are advised to  

mailto:lotw-help@arrl.org
https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/Getting%20Help
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4300481724544982273
http://www.near-fest.com/
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send their treasurer. Seating will be first come, first served." Crestohl asks those planning to attend to e-mail him 

and let him know. -- Thanks to Mike Crestohl, W1RC  

<> 

NEWS FROM YOUR ARRL OHIO SECTION 

** Ohio Local Nets ** 

Burning River Traffic Net (BRTN), 9:30 PM daily, 147.150 MHz, W8DJG manager    http://www.qsl.net/brtn/  

Central Ohio Traffic Net (COTN), 7:15 PM (19:15), daily,  146.970 MHz (Columbus RPTR), KD8TTE manager   

http://www.cotn.us/  

 

Miami Valley Traffic Net (MVTN), 7:00 PM Mon, Thurs, Sat, 146.640 MHz,  KC8HTP manager   

  

Northwest Ohio ARES Net (NWOHARES), 6:30 PM, daily, 146.610 MHz, PL 103.5, N8TNV manager    

 

Tri-County Traffic Training Net (TCTTN), 9:00 PM Sun, Tues, Fri, 147.015 MHz, KI8U manager    

http://tricountytraffic.net/  

  

Tri-State Amateur Traffic Net (TATN), 8:00 PM daily, 146.670 MHz, PL 123.0, WG8Z manager        

http://www.tatn.org/  

<> 

** Ohio Section Nets ** 

SSB 

Ohio Single Sideband Net (OSSBN), 10:30 AM, 4:15 PM and 6:45 PM daily, 3.972.50 MHz, KC8WH manager    

http://ossbn.org/  

 

CW 

Buckeye Net (Early), BN-E, 6:45 PM daily, 3.580 MHz, WB8YLO manager  

Buckeye Net (Late), BN-L, 10:00 PM daily, 3.590 MHz, WB9LBI manager 

       

Ohio Slow Net (OSN), 6:00 PM daily, 3.53535 MHz, W8OLO manager 

 

For the latest Section Traffic Monthly Report go to: http://arrl-ohio.org/stm/stm.html  

 

<> 

** DMR NET ** 

Ohio Statewide Net meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday night at 8:30pm local on the Ohio Talk Group 

 

Kentucky Statewide Net meets every Thursday night at 8pm local on the Kentucky Talk Group  

 

** Ohio HF Digital ** 

mailto:w1rc@near-fest.com
http://www.qsl.net/brtn/
http://www.cotn.us/
http://tricountytraffic.net/
http://www.tatn.org/
http://ossbn.org/
http://arrl-ohio.org/stm/stm.html
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OHDEN will meet 3585 USB 

 

OLIVIA 8/500/PSK31 alternate, with MT63 1K for bulletins. Frequency: 3585Khz, 7072KHz alternate. 

 

MT63 2K on VHF/UHF with PSK as an alternate (Assigned locally)  

 

HF Digital Net Manager: Eldon E. Peterson, W5UHQ 

<> 

More than 200 US Stations Signed Up 

So far, 219 US stations have registered to take part in Scouting’s 2016 Jamboree on the Air (JOTA), which will 

take place October 14-16. Registration remains open for the 59th annual event. Last year, 400 US stations 

registered. JOTA officials are asking JOTA 2016 participants not only to register for this year’s event, but to 

follow up with a post-JOTA report. 

 

“We expect to have several thousand stations around the world signed up by JOTA weekend,” JOTA Coordinator 

Jim Wilson, K5ND, said in a JOTA-JOTI (Jamboree on the Internet) update. “Make sure you register your 

station.” Designated Scouting frequencies are on the “Guidelines for Amateur Radio Operators“ page. “Twenty  

 

meters are probably the go-to band during the daytime. Try moving off the calling frequency and spreading out 

while making those QSOs.” Wilson said that in addition to the DX spotting websites, there’s a Scout station 

spotting cluster. 

 

He also suggested taking advantage of other communication modes, including the dedicated D-Star Scouting 

reflector 033A, as well as DMR, IRLP with topic channel 9091, and Echolink, with conference node JOTA-365. 

Doug Crompton, WA3DSP, and Elliott Liggett, W7QED, have set up Allstar node 41760 for JOTA/Scouting 

conversations, Wilson added. In addition to social media, ScoutLink is an excellent way to connect to Scouts 

around the world with only an Internet connection, he said. 

 

“Dave Edwards, KD2E, and Andy O’Brien, K3UK, have developed a Scout scheduling page,” Wilson said. “You 

can use this to post your frequency and to pick up on other stations as well.” More than 1 million Scouts in 150+ 

countries — at nearly 18,000 stations — are expected to take part in JOTA 2016, engaging with other Scouts to 

talk about Amateur Radio and their Scouting experiences. “JOTA is about conversations across town and around 

the world, rather than about contacts,” Wilson said. 

 

Got questions about this year’s Jamboree on the Air?  Contact:    

Educational Outreach - Scouting 

Scott Hixon, KC8ITN 

22581 E. Ringgold Southern Road  

Stoutsville, OH 43154  

Phone: 740-474-5293  

Email: kc8itn@arrl.net 

 

mailto:kc8itn@arrl.net
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PIKE COUNTY REPEATER UPDATE 
Mark Spradlin, KB8RBT, states the 146.745 repeater at Elm Grove is back on the air with reduced power.  There appears to be 
an antenna problem that will require a tower climb. 

 

SIMPLEX OPERATION 
“Maybe we need a national simplex week when all repeaters are turned off!”  (KD8DGC)  That statement perhaps 

seems a bit drastic, but it has merit.  After all, what good is a uhf/vhf radio during an emergency when all repeaters 

are out of service?  When that happens, unless you want that radio to be nothing more than an expensive 

paperweight, you will need to use the simplex frequencies to communicate.  Therefore you should become familiar 

with some weak signal work.  Bob Mathews, K8TQK, reminds us of the ARRL Activity Night Plan that 

encourages activity on a different band on different nights.  Six-meter activity is suggested for Sunday evenings at 

6 pm; 2 meter on Monday at 7 pm; 222 on Tuesday evenings at 8 and 70 cm on Wednesday at 9.  Higher 

frequencies are suggested for other evenings and times. 

 

Amazon Smile 
If you weren’t aware, you can donate to the Lancaster-Fairfield Amateur Radio Club every time you make a 

purchase on Amazon. That’s right, all you have to do is sign up for Amazon Smiles and you will donate “without 

any additional charges to you” to YOUR CLUB. For every dollar you spend on Amazon, every person signed up 

for this option will automatically donate a percentage of their purchases to YOUR CLUB. It won’t add any costs to 

you. Please, take advantage of this great program and donate to YOUR CLUB by simply signing up for it.. 

 
 

All are reminded the 23rd Annual Grant ARC Hamfest is quickly drawing near.  
Starting at 8:00 am on November 5 at the ABCAP Building in Georgetown it runs 
until 2:00 pm.  The admission is still only $2.00 and that gives you the 

opportunity to win the grand prize or one of many door prizes.  This year’s 
grand prize is an Icom IC-7300 provided with assistance from R&L Electronics.  
Grant ARC member Rodney Crawford, WD8CTX, states the demand for flea market 
tables is at an all-time high and a new room will be opened to accommodate 

the demand.  The Georgetown Hamfest has to be the best $2.00 hamfest in this 
part of the nation.  And it keeps on growing!! 
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FOR SALE 
or swap/ wanted 

Ralph Howes, W8BVH, has two TR-44 rotors only for sale. $75.00 for the pair.  He also has two dummy 

loads. One is a MFJ VersaLoad and the other is a CanTenna. Both in pretty good shape. $10.00 each.  A 

Hallicrafter SX 111 decent shape. $75.00. Also a pair of neat little speakers. $10.00 for the pair.  Must make 

room. You may contact him at: 740-475-8699 or w8bvh@sbcglobal.net. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ten Meter Vertical Antenna For Sale-Bought new at Dayton several years ago.  Good condition.  $50 Call Tom, 

KB8USK at 740-503-9445 if you’re interested. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
George Fox, KE8CRT, has a Cushcraft 215WB 15 element two meter beam for sale.  He recently refurbished 

it with new connectors and SO239.  He’s asking $50.  Reach him at 937-364-2969. 

 

 

 

mailto:w8bvh@sbcglobal.net
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Well that’s about all for this month. Hope you get some use out of 

the articles and have been inspired to participate more in all of the 

club activities. Remember... Maintain good radio etiquette . Amateur 

Radio is a contact sport.     

--… …--    {did anyone catch the mistake last month??} 

As always we want to thank the ARRL, QST and their contributors and also the Monday Morning 
Memo for sharing their input into our world of AMATEUR RADIO. 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 
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http://www.gracech.com/

