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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the Fairfield 

County Job & Family 

Services on corner of W.  

Main St. and Memorial Dr., 

Lancaster, OH. Go to the 

EMA room until further 

notice. 

 
Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 8:30 PM 

 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

VE Test 
 

VE test sessions on 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at 

the Red Cross building on W. Mulberry St. just off of 

Broad St. Call Robert Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-

1901). For more details go to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  

 
  

 

2016  Officers 
 

President: 
Paul Flautt, KB8CMW 

 

Vice President: 

Gregg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Treasurer: 

Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 

Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

 

Trustee: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Exam Coordinator: 

Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Activities Manager: 

Adam Cook, KE8AFP 

 

Public Relations: 

David Jackson, KD8MOY 

 

Web Master: 
Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:30 p.m., Greg, KD8SSJ called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

There were four visitors to this meeting, Brooks Wilson KD8XJ, Samuel Wilson KE8BUQ, Russell Wilson 

KE8BUP, and Timothy Wilson KE8EGE. 

 

There were two applications for second viewing, Brooks Wilson KD8XJ and Samuel Wilson KE8BUQ.  A vote 

was taken and passed unanimously to bring them into the club membership. 

 

Officer Reports 
 

Secretary Report:  Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

Minutes of the August meeting were posted in the Ragchewer.  There were no corrections to the minutes.   John 

W8AGS made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Bob KI8JM.   All were in favor.   
 

Sign-in tonight: 17 members in attendance. 

 

Brent KD8MGR Greg KD8SSJ 

Matt KB8UVN Rod K1RQS 

Carolyn KE8AFM Jeff KE8AME 

Paul W8PDK Bob KI8JM 

Ray W8FLX John W8OF 

Adam KE8AFP John W8AGS 

Jack  AE8P Robert KC8PSW 

Dennis KB8WR Ray KD8WHY 

Robb KE8AMC   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO  

Greg KD8SSJ gave the treasurer’s report in Ed’s absence and Brent KD8MGR made a motion to accept the 

report, seconded by Paul W8PDK.  All were in favor.   
 

VP Report/Net Control Manager:  Greg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

No report except to ask for volunteers for Monday night net control.  The dates needed and the volunteers are 

as follows: 

Sept. 5
th
  Paul KB8CMW 

Sept. 12
th

 Brent KD8MGR 

Sept. 19
th

 Jeff KE8AME 

Sept. 26
th

                         (still needed) 

Oct.  3
rd

 John W8AGS 
 

Trustee Report/Station Engineer Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John reported that since the August meeting, expenditures for the new repeater site amount to $362.42 out 

of the $750 allowed.  John is still waiting to hear from Mr. Keller regarding the tower agreement after his attorney 

has reviewed the document.  Also, there has been no word as to any new developments regarding the club house. 

 

 

 

September 1,2016 Meeting Minutes 



 5 

 

Committee Reports 
 

Webmaster:  Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

 No report 

 

Volunteer Exam Coordinator: Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

Robert reported 4 tests were administered in August – 3 technician, 1 general.  All passed.  Next testing session 

will be October 10th at 7:00 p.m. at the Red Cross Building.  In addition, Robert relayed that there will be no 

testing session for September.  He also reported that we now do have an operating doorbell for the club meetings 

which will hang on the outside door of the EMA entrance.  Robert also mentioned that he is in training to become 

an instructor for amateur radio exam classes. 

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

No report. 
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 

No report. 

 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

No report. 
 

Public Relations:   

       No report. 

 

Activities Manager: Adam Cook, KE8AFP 

       Adam relayed that the club Christmas party is scheduled for Thursday, December 8
th
 at 6p.m. to be held at the 

Golden Corral in Lancaster.  It is preferable that anyone wishing to attend confirm as soon as possible, but the 

DEADLINE IS NOW BY THE OCTOBER CLUB MEETING for an exact count.   Also, please keep in mind that 

the December club meeting is rescheduled to the above Christmas party date.  The December meeting then, is 

scheduled for the SECOND Thursday, December 8
th
.  Adam mentioned that he would send out a reminder to the 

membership by September 2
nd  

and ask for an RSVP which will include the October meeting date as the deadline.  

Regarding the NPOA, National Parks On the Air, there is nothing scheduled for the club as of this meeting date. 
  

 Old Business: 

      Brent KD8MGR reported the results of the nominating committee after their efforts to secure one or more 

people for each officer position.  They are as follows: 

 

President – Paul KB8CMW 

Vice President – Greg KD8SSJ 

Secretary – none 

Treasurer – Ed WD8PGO 

Activities – Becky KC8NQE 

 

New Business: 

 None 

 

 Brent KD8MGR made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Paul W8PDK.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.   

 
 

Respectfully Submitted 

Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

Secretary 
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NEWS FROM YOUR ARRL 
 

ARRL Encourages Comprehensive Noise Floor Study 

Anticipating an FCC Technological Advisory Council (TAC) investigation into changes and trends in the radio 

spectrum noise floor, ARRL has asserted that such a study is long overdue. In part, the study would determine if 

there is an increasing noise problem. The FCC Office of Engineering and Technology (OET) announced plans for 

the TAC study in mid-June and invited comments and answers to questions that 

the TAC posed concerning the methodologies for such a study. The League's 

comments also praised the TAC -- an advisory group to the FCC -- for tackling 

the issue and expressed the hope that the noise study might, for the first time, 

provide a useful, objective basis for spectrum overlays and other future 

allocation decisions. ARRL allowed that while a noise floor problem exists, 

"The magnitude of this problem and the extent of it in the 21st century are 

virtually unknown."  

"The TAC and the leadership in this study initiative are to be congratulated for 

finally undertaking what has been universally determined to be necessary for well more than 2 decades," ARRL 

said. "The Commission should not have made spectrum management decisions without this noise information, and 

it is unfortunate that the initiative has been delayed this long."  

The ARRL said League members could be of use in gathering data for the TAC noise study, but advised that any 

urgency in initiating the study "be tempered by the prerequisite need to develop a standardized and valid 

methodology for conducting the study," in order to "obtain quantitative data regarding the noise floor in various 

environments and trends over time," ARRL said.  

ARRL said the focus of the TAC noise study "should be an accurate determination of what noise levels exists in as 

wide a range of indoor and outdoor environments as possible. It should, to the extent possible, determine what 

types of noise are being found: Broadband, non-specific noise; broad noise spectral peaks; broadband digital noise; 

and noise occurring on discrete frequencies."  

"We also hope that these comments will serve as a stimulus for the 

Commission to re-evaluate its 'hands-off' policy with respect to the most 

recalcitrant and unhelpful operators of incidental and unintentional 

radiators which are causing long-term interference problems, such as 

electric utilities," ARRL concluded. "The unwillingness of the Commission 

to issue meaningful sanctions has led to the virtual absence of any incentive 

to comply with the Commission's Part 15 non-interference obligations."  

ARRL pointed out that the TAC urged the Commission in 1998 to 

immediately undertake a multi-part noise floor study and cautioned it 

against implementing new spectrum management techniques or initiatives without first concluding one. "Yet, 16 

years later, no such study has been conducted," ARRL said.  

"Because the Commission's resources are woefully inadequate to address RF noise through widespread 

enforcement of Part 15 and Part 18 rules governing RF emitters after the devices are deployed, the only reasonable 

means of dealing with them is to enact and enforce, ex ante, appropriate rules for RF emitters that are based on 

actual knowledge of the noise floor and trends over time," ARRL said. "The growing number of interference 

complaints indicates that any increase in noise levels will result in harmful interference, so these rules may need to 

require a decrease in the permitted limits for emission, to balance the aggregate noise potential of a growing 

number of noise emitting devices." Read more.  

 

https://www.fcc.gov/general/technological-advisory-council
http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2016/db0615/DA-16-676A1.pdf
http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/ecfs2/
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filing/1081176454201/document/1081176454201c81f
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-encourages-comprehensive-noise-floor-study
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National Parks on the Air Update 

This is a little outdated but is still the latest info. from the ARRL 

The 100th anniversary of the National Park Service -- known as Founders Day -- is August 25. NPS units across 

the country have planned special activities on that day. Many units also will 

include Amateur Radio and NPOTA activity during all of next week. One 

of these will be Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park in 

Vermont, where some ARRL staffers will team up with members of the 

West River Radio Club on Saturday, August 27, to help showcase the NPS 

unit and Amateur Radio to the general public. Unless you're visiting an 

NPS unit next week as part of the official Centennial celebration, stay close 

to your radio and see how many NPOTA units you can work!  

Details about these and other upcoming activations can be found on the 

NPOTA Activations calendar.  

Keep up with the latest NPOTA news on Facebook. Follow NPOTA on Twitter (@ARRL_NPOTA). 

 

FEMA Teaming with Amateur Radio Clubs to Present Preparedness 

Information 

September is National Preparedness Month. As part of its focus on educating and getting prepared, FEMA is 

offering a "Family Emergency Communications Plan," which helps families work out their communication 

strategies in the event of an emergency. ARRL is partnering with FEMA to offer this material to interested 

Amateur Radio clubs that are willing to present it in their localities during 

National Preparedness Month.  

While the FEMA presentation focuses on the Family Communications Plan 

and doesn't specifically mention ham radio, the material offers Amateur 

Radio clubs a great opportunity to raise their visibility in their 

communities.  

A webinar with FEMA Region 1 Preparedness Liaison Sara Varela will 

take place on Tuesday, August 23, at 8 PM EDT (Wednesday, August 24, 

at 0000 UTC), to offer background and training for any club wishing to 

present FEMA's Family Emergency Communications Plan material in 

September. Registration is requested.  

Presentation of the FEMA material to local communities should take approximately 1 hour. It will include a 

PowerPoint presentation and links to worksheets that families can discuss and fill out together.  

Clubs are free to offer additional presentations on their activities following the program covering the FEMA 

material. 

 

 

 

https://npota.arrl.org/
https://npota.arrl.org/nps-events.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NPOTA/
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.fema.gov/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9074175282463403523
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Annual IOTA DXpedition Morphs into Visit to Rare One -- Aves 

Island 
An unexpected invitation from the Venezuelan Navy gave rise to a DXpedition later this month to Aves Island -- 

Isla de Aves -- currently number 17 on the ClubLog DXCC Most Wanted List. The departure date for the YX0V 

Aves Island DXpedition has been moved up by a few days. The team now will depart Caracas on Saturday, August 

27. The YX0V team will include 14 operators.  

Members of the AsociaciÃ³n de Radioaficionados de Venezuela (ARV) 

and Grupo DX Caracas received the surprise Navy invite while trying to 

organize their annual Islands on the Air (IOTA) DXpedition to Los Monjes 

Island (SA-015). Aves Island (NA-020) was last activated in 2007.  

The group will be on the air for up to 10 days as YX0V, with the full 

support of the Navy. Tiny Aves Island is situated west of the Leeward 

Islands. It's only about 1200 feet long and some 150 feet wide. -- Thanks to 

The Daily DX for some information 

 

W4DXCC DX and Contest Convention Set for September 

The 12th annual W4DXCC DX and Contest Convention are set for Friday and Saturday, 

September 23-24, in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. The ARRL-approved operating specialty 

convention will feature a "Ham Radio Bootcamp," which will cover the sorts of things every 

ham should know -- kind of the Elmer you may not have had. The presentation schedule is 

replete with DX and contest fare, including presentations on the TX3X Chesterfield Island, K5P 

Palmyra Atoll, South Sandwich and South Georgia, and Heard Island DXpeditions. Ward Silver, N0AX, will offer 

his contest operating tips and tricks. There will be a banquet Saturday evening. W4DXCC is sponsored by the 

SouthEastern DX and Contesting Organization (SEDCO). Registration is now open. -- thanks to Dave Anderson, 
K4SV\ 

 

Three Companies Agree to Plead Guilty for Fixing Prices of Electrolytic 

Capacitors 
 

The US Department of Justice announced this week that three companies have agreed to plead guilty for their roles 

in a conspiracy to fix prices for electrolytic capacitors sold to customers in the US and elsewhere. The companies 

are Rubycon Corporation, Elna Co Ltd, and Holy Stone Holdings Co Ltd.  

"The Antitrust Division has now charged five companies and one individual for 

their participation in this international price-fixing conspiracy," Deputy 

Assistant Attorney General Brent Snyder of the Justice Department's Antitrust 

Division, said in an August 23 Justice Department news release. "The 

electrolytic capacitors conspiracy affected millions of American consumers who 

use electronic devices containing capacitors every day."  

The division filed one-count felony charges against each of the three companies 

in US District Court in San Francisco. In addition to pleading guilty to the 

charges against them, each company has agreed to pay a criminal fine and to 

http://www.clublog.org/mostwanted.php
http://yx0v.com/
http://yx0v.com/
https://www.rsgbiota.org/index.php
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://www.w4dxcc.com/
http://www.w4dxcc.com/ham-radio-bootcamp.html
http://www.w4dxcc.com/program.html
http://www.w4dxcc.com/convention-registration.html
mailto:Dave@W4DXCC.com
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/three-companies-agree-plead-guilty-fixing-prices-electrolytic-capacitors
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cooperate with the Division's ongoing investigation. The plea agreements are subject to court approval.  

NEC TOKIN Corp and Hitachi Chemical Co Ltd already pleaded guilty earlier to participating in the same 

worldwide conspiracy. Read more. 

 

Team USA Attending World Amateur Radio Direction Finding Championships 

 

Fifteen top US on-foot hidden transmitter hunters have joined more than 400 other competitors representing 39 

nations taking part in the 18th World Amateur Radio Direction Finding (ARDF) Championships in the Black Sea 

resort of Albena, Bulgaria. Competitors are divided into six age categories for males and five for females, in 

accordance with International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) rules for ARDF competition. Team USA includes 

nine men and six women from six states. Ranging in age from 26 to 74, they won their places on the team by their 

excellent performances in the 2016 USA ARDF Championships in Texas and the 2015 USA ARDF 

Championships in Colorado.  

"This is the 10th time that the US has fielded a team for the World 

Championships, which take place in even-numbered years in various 

countries," said ARRL ARDF Coordinator Joe Moell, K0OV. "The last 

time that Bulgaria hosted was in 2006, when Team USA won its first 

World Championships medal." That year, Nadia Scharlau of North 

Carolina captured bronze in the 80 meter classic event, which required 

her to find four transmitters scattered within 2700 acres of forest.  

Team USA picked up two medals in the optional ARDF World Cup 

competition, which precedes the World Championships. In the 80 meter 

classic competition, Vadim Afonkin, KB1RLI, of Newton, 

Massachusetts, placed third in the M40 category, capturing a bronze medal. The next day, Alla Mezhevaya of 

Rockford, Illinois, took the silver in the 2 meter classic competition in the W35 category. "We're off to a great 

start!" Moell allowed. Five Team USA members are participating in the 3 days of 

World Cup events.  

World Cup competitors get a day of rest on Saturday, September 3, as the 

remaining World Championships participants arrive. The following day is 

devoted to foxoring, the first official World Championships event. Participants in 

all events seek medals both as individuals and as members of national teams, 

which are limited to three participants per age/gender category from each country.  

The World Championships continue with the sprint on Monday, September 5, and 

classic events on Tuesday and Thursday; Wednesday is set aside as a free day and 

cultural tour, offering a break between the classics. Banquets and medal award 

ceremonies follow each day's competition, and everyone goes home on Friday, 

September 9.  

The latest information on how Team USA is faring in Bulgaria will be posted on 

Moell's "Homing In" website. The Bulgarian Federation of Radio Amateurs 

(BFRA) is hosting the event. Visit Moell's Homing In website for more 

information on ARDF. 

 

 

 

 

Vadim Afonkin, KB1RLI, at 

an earlier ARDF event. 

http://www.arrl.org/news/three-companies-agree-to-plead-guilty-for-fixing-prices-of-electrolytic-capacitors
http://ardf2016.com/
http://www.homingin.com/intlfox.html#categories
http://www.iaru.org/
http://www.arrl.org/news/us-ardf-champions-now-looking-toward-september-world-championships-in-bulgaria
http://www.homingin.com/elbert15.html
http://www.homingin.com/elbert15.html
http://www.homingin.com/bulgaria.html
http://www.homingin.com/bulgaria.html
http://www.homingin.com/
http://www.homingin.com/
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"Come, Let Us Talk Together" -- Ham Contact Recalls Royal 

Telegraph Exchange 

An ARRL Radiogram sent via Amateur Radio to Queen Elizabeth II on August 16 commemorated the anniversary 

of an exchange of telegrams 158 years earlier between Queen Victoria and US President James Buchanan. In 

August 1858, President Buchanan -- staying at his summer White House in Bedford Springs, Pennsylvania -- 

responded to a transatlantic telegraph invitation from Queen Victoria at Buckingham Palace.  

"Come, let us talk together," the Queen's message began in 1858.  

The 21st Century contact, between Bedford County Amateur Radio 

Society (BCARS) special event N3B at Omni Bedford Springs Resort 

and GB3RS at the RSGB National Radio Centre Bletchley Park, was 

an effort to recreate the 19th Century event. ARRL helped to broker 

the arrangement with RSGB to activate GB3RS and make the contact 

possible.  

"Greetings from Bedford County Penna. on the 158th anniversary of 

the first transatlantic telegraph message between Queen Victoria and 

President Buchanan in 1858," the Radiogram said. "The county 

commissioners wish her majesty and Prince Philip best wishes." It was 

signed by Bedford County Commission Chair Josh Lang.  

The message to the UK was transmitted via CW on 20 meters by 

Lloyd B. Roach, K3QNT, and Bernie Frank, W3DRW, from the 

BCARS communication van. "Signals were marginal, but the message 

got through," Roach said. "Our HF antenna on the van wasn't working too well," he added. "However, we were 

able to hear each other." The operator at GB3RS was Trevor Hughes, G4WKJ, with Andy Roberts, M0GYK, 

assisting.  

Roach said the N3B special event station was a huge hit at the resort. 

"Guests from the hotel visited the van and observed our operations," 

he told ARRL. "This is a world-renowned destination. Eleven 

Presidents have used the facility for their summer White House, 

including Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, and George W. Bush."  

RSGB General Manager Steve Thomas, M1ACB, indicated that the 

Radiogram had been forwarded to the Queen at Buckingham Palace. 

The special event received wide media coverage from a local 

newspaper and two TV stations.  

Participants at the Bedford Springs end, in addition to Frank and 

Roach, included Steve Elliott, KA3UDR; Jay Williams, K3SCM; John 

Hogenmiller, KB3DFZ; Mark Leibfreid, KC3CMF; Gary Metivier, 

KC3HKZ; Kenny Burtnett, WB3JEK, and Robin Hogenmiller, 

KC3EXR.  

Founded in 1959, BCARS is an ARRL Special Service Club. -- 

Thanks to Lloyd B. Roach, K3QNT, ARRL Western Pennsylvania Section PIO 

 

 

 

The BCARS communications van set 

up at the Bedford Springs Resort for 

the N3B special event. [Lloyd B. Roach, 

K3QNT, photo] 

 

At GB3RS in the UK, Trevor Hughes, 

G4WKJ (right), is at the key, with 

Andy Roberts, M0GYK. [Steve 

Thomas, M1ACB, photo] 

http://www.bcars.org/
http://www.rsgb.org.uk/
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Ham Radio Outlet Refurbishes, Reopens Former AES Milwaukee Location 

Ham Radio Outlet (HRO) opened its latest Amateur Radio retail outlet 

at the site of the former Amateur Electronic Supply (AES) headquarters 

store at 5710 West Good Hope Road in Milwaukee on August 27. AES 

closed its Milwaukee, Las Vegas, Cleveland, and Orlando outlets on 

July 28, following a surprise announcement 4 weeks earlier that it was 

going out of business after 59 years as a ham radio equipment supplier. 

A couple of weeks later, HRO announced plans to make over the 

Milwaukee outlet and reopen it as its latest "super store" -- now HRO's 

largest. Several former AES Milwaukee employees are now working 

for HRO, which undertook a rapid remodeling project to make the store 

over in its own brand. Dan Vanevenhoven, N9LVS, visited the HRO 

Milwaukee location on opening day, camera in hand, and he posted video of his brief tour on YouTube.  

"One of the first things that caught my eye was the radio demo area," 

Vanevenhoven says in his video. "They've actually got radios that you 

can try out." A row of eight carrels, each with a different piece of gear 

ready to use, stretches along part of one wall in the store.  

The Milwaukee store is 5000 square feet of Amateur Radio equipment, 

antennas, books, and accessories.  

A family-owned business, HRO is the world's largest Amateur Radio 

dealership, with 14 locations from New England to the West Coast. It 

opened a new outlet in Plano, Texas, in early 2015 and relocated and 

expanded its Portland, Oregon, store, which opened in late July.  

HRO has planned the weekends of September 10, 17, 24 and October 1 

for the grand opening of its Portland store, and October 1, 8, 15, and 22 

for the grand opening of the new Milwaukee outlet. 

 

NEWS FROM YOUR OHIO SECTION 

THE TECHNICAL COORDINATOR 
ARRL Ohio Section 
Jeff Kopcak - TC 
   
 
One of our Technical l Specialists, David KD8TWG, has been involved with setting up a DMR repeater in 
Cleveland.  The frequency is 442.0875 (+5 MHz standard offset) using Color Code 1.  The repeater is connected to 
the K4USD cBridge (http://www.k4usd.org/).  On that website is a listing of the “standard configuration” for 
repeaters connected to the bridge.   Right now, your code plug should follow the layout listed on the site.  A 
cBridge is a feature that allows interconnecting of repeaters over the Internet and a Color Code is equivalent to a 
PL tone or DCS on analog repeaters. 
 
When I picked up my DMR radio at Dayton, I found a code plug that had repeaters in Dayton and Columbus for 
the drive home.  It was a nice opportunity to quickly get on the air with DMR but I kept threating myself to write  
 

 

The new HRO Milwaukee outlet 

offers opportunities to test drive 

gear before buying. 

http://www.hamradio.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jrjyVV2MMg
http://www.k4usd.org/
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my own.  With the installation of the repeater in Cleveland, I took the opportunity to do just that.  What is a 
“code plug?”  Some history I found online notes the origins came from wire plugs, later jumpers, which were 
plugged into the radio to enable certain options or features. Since everything is now processor based, the term 
continues to stick with the radio world and is a fancy word for ‘radio configuration.’  It contains transmit/receive 
frequencies, tone selections, timeout values, IDs, configuration settings, etc.  I used the one I found in Dayton as 
a reference.  There is also a sample one on K4USD’s site for my radio.  I compared the two and designed mine the 
way I thought worked best.  Just because someone designed a code plug one way doesn’t mean you can’t modify 
or do it differently.  It’s analogous to one ham’s memory channels are not the same as another.  In the end, it 
took about 3 hours to make mine!  Keep in mind that was a lot of learning and comparing, in addition I 
programmed all 65 possible talk groups so I don’t have to add them in later.  From discussions on the air 
indications are it took others a few hours as well.  But my code plug works!  I couldn’t be happier.  Well OK I 
could, apparently I’m just far enough away that my 5 watts doesn’t quite make the trip.  I took the radio to work 
and tested it from there. 
 
I am writing an introductory series for the Wood County Amateur Radio Club on getting started in digital modes.  
The first few articles were for those who have never worked digital and want to upgrade their station.  Remaining 
articles will focus on a specific mode.  I’ve completed 3 so far (starting in February): an introduction, station 
setup, and working JT65/9.  Published versions can be found at the club’s website in the CQ Chatter newsletter: 
http://wcarc.bgsu.edu/.  As I point out in the second article, Technician class licensees can still participate.  All of 
these sound card digital modes can be operated over FM simplex or even a net on a repeater using an HT!  There 
are clear downsides like not being able to transmit as far as an HF station and occupying the full 10 to 15 kHz FM, 
even though the bandwidth of the audio generated by the computer is less. Yes, this defeats the purpose of 
narrow bandwidth modes. Someone wanting to learn and experiment with these modes may get bitten by the 
bug and lead to a license upgrade.  That’s how I did it.  I plan to write an article every 2-3 months. 
Thanks for reading and 73… de Jeff – K8JTK 
 
 
THE SECTION EMERGENCY COORDINATOR 
Stan Broadway, N8BHL 
broadways@standi.com  
 

Important notice:  The Ohio ARES Annual Conference will be held September 24, 2016 at the Marion Technical 

College (co-located with OSU Marion).   We’ll talk in detail about RNC activities, we have some top-notch 

training on HIPAA that you can take back, and we’ll talk about how you can keep your ARES team active and 

growing!   Check out  http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/form.html  for meeting registration online, and more information!  

This is a very important event - we have a great, larger, facility and we need YOU to attend! (Akron/Summit is 

excused, you have a small group of people who want to run – Akron Marathon.)  

 

I hope to see you there- and we’re going to make sure there is information worth your trip! 

 

THE OFFICIAL OBSERVER COORDINATOR 
John Perone, W8RXX 

w8rxx@arrl.net   

 

The Official Observer (OO) program has been sponsored by the ARRL for more than 85 years to help Amateur 

Radio operators assist each other to operate their stations in compliance with Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) regulations. 

 

http://wcarc.bgsu.edu/
mailto:broadways@standi.com
http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/form.html
mailto:w8rxx@arrl.net
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Official Observer appointees have assisted thousands of Amateur Radio operators to maintain their transmitting 

equipment and comply with operating procedures and regulations. The object of the OO program is to notify 

amateurs of operating and technical irregularities before they come to the attention of the FCC and to recognize 

good operating practices. 

 

The OO program serves as the first line of "eyes and ears" for the FCC. It is the backbone of the Amateur 

Auxiliary. OOs are certified in the Auxiliary by passing a mandatory written examination. 

 

The OO performs his/her function by observing rather than transmitting.  They keep watch for such things as 

frequency instability, harmonics, hum, key clicks, broad signals, distorted audio, over deviation, out-of-band 

operation and other potential problems. The OO completes their task once the notification card is sent. 

  

OO Ohio Total Hours for July = 1,097 hours 

No *Good Guy* OO cards sent 

 

1 - OO card sent to a "2" station for overdriving an amplifier 

 

73, John, W8RXX 

 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO ATTENDED 

 

All, 

The members of the Voice of Aladdin ARC and I would like to thank all of the ARRL leaders, Volunteer 

Examiners, forum speakers, vendors, volunteers, and attendees of the Columbus Hamfest for helping make our 

hamfest very successful on August 6th, 2016.  Even though this was the first hamfest at our new facility and we 

recently lost our hamfest coordinator, everything went well.  We have a few issues to work out for next year, but it 

is a learning experience.  Again, we really appreciate all the work done and assistance in making our hamfest a 

success. 

  

Best Regards, 

John S. Lehman, K8PJ 

VOA President 

W8FEZ License Trustee 

 
The 9TH Annual OSPOTA 

 
Make sure to mark your calendar for the 2016 Ohio State Parks On The Air (OSPOTA) contest – 

September 10, 2016. The contest is always held on the first Saturday following the Labor Day holiday. Each year 

this event has grown and we anticipate another year of growth with even more participating Amateur Radio 

Operators. 

 

Let me remind you that the OSPOTA contest was conceived with three main goals in mind: 

 

1. To promote public awareness of amateur radio and Ohio’s beautiful state parks system 

2. To contribute to the recognition that Ohio has a very diverse and wonderful ecology 

3. To promote camaraderie within the ranks of Ohio’s Amateur Radio Operators 

 

http://www.arrl.org/amateur-auxiliary
http://www.arrl.org/amateur-auxiliary
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Your participation has allowed these goals to be achieved. We agree it is a lot of fun to get out in a natural setting 

with your radio and see how well you can do at working operators in the beautiful Ohio State Parks. 

 

The 2016 files are now updated and with your help, we’re looking for a fun event again this year. Make your plans 

now. PLEASE check out the new files – some things have changed. 

 

Don’t forget we have an OSPOTA Yahoo Group located at: groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/OSPOTA/info 

The OSPOTA Yahoo Group page is used for messaging and sharing of information about OSPOTA for all the fans 

and participants in the OSPOTA contest. 

 

As the contest draws near, we’ll be posting on the OSPOTA Yahoo Group page the anticipated ‘who’s going to be 

at what Ohio State Park’ or ‘Planned Park’ list as we have in past years. Send your planned park activation 

information to PlannedParks@ospota.org . Please, include the call sign that will be used and the Ohio State Park 

you plan to be at. If your plans change, just let us know and we’ll update the list. Hello OSPOTA Fans & 

Participants – 

 

Note: Lake White State Park will NOT be used for OSPOTA 2016. 

This is from the ODNR web site (15 Dec 2015): “Dam Repair Major improvements are now taking place to 

address structural deficiencies and bring the dam into compliance with safety standards. The improvements are 

expected to be completed in time for the start of the Spring-Summer 2017 boating season. Please note that during 

construction, the parking lot and lake access are closed. We appreciate your patience and cooperation during this 

time.” Hopefully all will be okay for 2017. 

 

Additionally some Ohio State Parks are now being managed by local park systems, but they are still listed and 

considered to be Ohio State Parks according to ODNR (Quail Hollow & Tinkers Creek). 

 

So – pick a park and make your plans now for OSPOTA 2016 !!!!!! 

 

Take care & 73 from the entire OSPOTA contest Committee, 

 

Tom, KB8UUZ 

OSPOTA Chairman 

 

OSPOTA Questions? Email: INFO@ospota.org  

 

When the OSPOTA contest is over, send Logs and Summary Sheets to: Logs@ospota.org 

 

 

08/21/2016 | Warren ARA Tailgate / Swap Meet 

Location: Cortland, OH 

Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association 

Website: http://www.w8vtd.org  

 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

 

09/11/2016 | Findlay Hamfest 

Location: Findlay, OH 

Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club 

Website: http://www.findlayradioclub.org  

 

 

 

09/17/2016 | OH-KY-IN Hamfest 

Location: Cincinnati, OH 

Sponsor: OH-KY-IN Amateur Radio 

Society 

Website: http://www.ohkyin.org  

 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

 

09/25/2016 | Cleveland Hamfest and 

Computer Show 

Location: Berea, OH 

Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland 

Website: http://www.hac.org 

mailto:INFO@ospota.org
http://www.w8vtd.org/
http://www.findlayradioclub.org/
http://www.ohkyin.org/
http://www.hac.org/
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The Ohio Section ARES Statewide Conference  

is being held on Saturday - September 24th at the Marion Technical College (shared with Ohio State Marion 

Campus)  1467 Mt Vernon Ave in Marion..   We would like to see anyone that is interested in Ohio’s ARES 

programs to come to this event.. We are asking for everyone to register so we have some idea of just how many 

folks will be attending.. The registration form is located  http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/form.html 

 

Let’s get a great turnout for this!! 

THE KENTUCKY ARRL CONVENTION and Greater Louisville Hamfest 

are being kicked off by an official welcome from Kentucky's Lt. Governor Jenean Hampton K5EIB.  A well-

planned number of forums and activities will be hosted by the team.  This major ham radio event for the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky is scheduled for September 10 and will be held at the Paroquet Springs Conference 

Center in Shepherdsville, KY.  

AMATEUR RADIO PARITY ACT:  Our Legislative Action Team is back at work on the bill in 

Washington.   Visits to Senators began again mid-week and will be continuing as we bring awareness of Amateur 

Radio Parity Act to more of the Senate leadership in D.C.  You can find the latest information at : 

http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act.  

Meet our ARRL field officers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARRL Great Lakes Division 

Director: Dale R Williams, WA8EFK 

wa8efk@arrl.org 

ARRL Section Manager - Ohio 

Scott Yonally, N8SY 

N8sy@n8sy.com  

 
 

ARRL Assist. Section Mgr., Ohio 

Fritz Tender, WD8E  

Wd8e@arrl.net  

http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/form.html
http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act
mailto:wa8efk@arrl.org
mailto:N8sy@n8sy.com
mailto:Wd8e@arrl.net
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When it's toooooo hot to ride your motorcycle 
outside, go to the mall. 
 
 

  
  
 
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark, KC8TUW, demonstrating his skill on a motorcycle and letting 

the cool wind blow through his hair…………… 

 
 

 
 

 

HARA TO HOLD HAM RADIO BOOT CAMP 
t’s been noted many of those area hams that recently received their licenses at this Springs’ Hillsboro license class 

or various other testing opportunities have not appeared on the air.  Additionally, some that didn’t make the grade 

have seemed to have given up. The Highland ARA trustees have expressed concern about this. Therefore HARA will 

hold a HAM RADIO BOOT CAMP on Sunday, October 9 at the N8ZNR/WA8KIW QTH.  It’s hoped this 

informal couple hour get together can help new (and even some old) hams learn what ham radio is all about and 

give them an opportunity to ask questions before they become discouraged.  The event is open to any new ham, 
regardless of whether they attended the HARA class or not.  More information, mailings and personal contacts will 

be forthcoming. Or contact WA8KIW at 937-393-4951, jlevo@cinci.rr.com or on the Monday Night HARA 147.21 
repeater. 
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HERE’S AN IDEA—Since a number of clubs will be activating a state park during the 

September 10 Ohio State Parks on the Air Contest, why not throw a 6 meter/UHF/VHF station in 

the mix and operate both contests?  It’s another way to involve the Technician class operators in a 

club activity, get them to your site and perhaps get them interested in HF operation.  Plus it might 

activate a grid square that would not have active otherwise. 
 
 

 
 

FOR SALE 
or swap/ wanted 

Ted Ruble, KQ4TL has the following items for sale: 

Rohn HDBX-48 self-supporting tower $400, 40 foot standard tv tower $100, CDE rotor and control box  

$75, New in-the-box Mosley TA33, never assembled  $300. 

If interested or wanting more information, call Ted 1-937-840-0854 or 1-937-402-6282 
 

Jerry Barnett, W8HOG, is looking for a Bird 43 with no slugs.  You may initially contact him via the Monday 

Morning Memo e-mail address highlandara@yahoo.com. 

 

Ralph Howes, W8BVH, has two TR-44 rotors only for sale. $75.00 for the pair.  He also has two dummy 

loads. One is a MFJ VersaLoad and the other is a CanTenna. Both in pretty good shape. $10.00 each.  A 

Hallicrafter SX 111 decent shape. $75.00. Also a pair of neat little speakers. $10.00 for the pair. You may 

contact him at: 740-475-8699 or w8bvh@sbcglobal.net. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:highlandara@yahoo.com
mailto:w8bvh@sbcglobal.net
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Well that’s about all for this month. Hope you 

get some use out of the articles and have been 

inspired to participate more in all of the club 

activities. Remember... Maintain good radio 

etiquette….. your mother may be listening.     

…--  --...  

As always we want to thank the ARRL and their contributors and the Monday 
Morning Memo for their input into our world of friendly Hams. 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 

 

mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

