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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the Fairfield 

County Job & Family 

Services on corner of W.  

Main St. and Memorial Dr., 

Lancaster, OH. Go to the 

EMA room until further 

notice. 

 
Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.76 Repeater with 123Hz 

tone Tuesday at 7:30 PM 

Alt frequency 147.24 MHz 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

VE Test 
 

VE test sessions on 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at 

the Red Cross building on W. Mulberry St. just off of 

Broad St. Call Robert Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-

1901). For more details go to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  

 
  

 

2016  Officers 
 

President: 
Paul Flautt, KB8CMW 

 

Vice President: 

Gregg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Treasurer: 

Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 

Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

 

Trustee: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Exam Coordinator: 

Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Activities Managers 

Adam Cook, KE8AFP 

 

Public Relations: 

David Jackson, KD8MOY 

 

Web Master: 
Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 

Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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June 2, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 

At 7:30 p.m., Paul, KB8CMW called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

There were no visitors to this meeting. 

 

There were no applications for viewing or for vote. 

 

Officer Reports 
 

Secretary Report:  Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

Minutes of the May meeting were posted in the Ragchewer. Paul KB8CMW submitted a change to the minutes in 

that he did not volunteer for the July 4
th

 Lancaster Parade.  Instead, it was Paul W8PDK.  Robert KC8PSW made a 

motion to accept the corrected minutes, seconded by Jeff KE8AME.   All were in favor.   
 

Sign-in tonight: 21 members in attendance. 

 

Adam KE8AFP Greg KD8SSJ 

Jim KB8TRL Rod K1RQS 

Carolyn KE8AFM Jeff KE8AME 

Charlie N8KZN Bob KI8JM 

Connie N8LPC John W8OF 

Wayne KD8MGO John W8AGS 

Dave WB9PXH Paul KB8CMW 

Dennis KB8WR Ray KD8WHY 

Ed WD8PGO Scott WD8IXO 

Lee KE8DOY Robert KC8PSW 

Robb KE8AMC   
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO  

ED gave the treasurer’s report and Bob, KI8JM made a motion to accept the report, seconded by Scott, 

WD8IXO.  All were in favor.  A discussion was then held to determine if the club should keep the Wi-Fi at the 

club house.  Robert, KC8PSW made a motion to discontinue the Wi-Fi and Dave, WB9PXH seconded the motion.  

All were in favor.   
 

VP Report:  Greg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

No report 
 

Trustee Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

No report 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Webmaster:  Kevin Numbers, KC8MTV 

No report. 

 

 

 

June 2,2016 Meeting Minutes 
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Volunteer Exam Coordinator: Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

Robert reported 10 tests were administered in May– 7 technicians, 2 general and 1 extra.  Next testing session 

will be June 14th at 7:00 p.m. at the Red Cross Building.   

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

No report. 
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 

Ed reported that there are still openings for volunteers for Tour De Cause and Lancaster Festival.   
 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

No report. 

 
 

Public Relations:  David Jackson, KD8MOY 

       No report. 

 

Station Engineer:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John reported that Ron Hess made the repair to the tower, and checked everything.  His time spent was 5 ½ 

hours.  A check in the amount of $400.00 will be sent to Ron. 

 

Activities Manager: Adam Cook, KE8AFP 

Adam will be contacting the membership, through Carolyn KE8AFM, to get a count of people who will be 

attending the Field Day picnic so as to know how much chicken to buy that the club will be providing.  

Another note will be sent, through Carolyn KE8AFM, asking for volunteers for the Lancaster July 4
th

 Parade.  

Paul KB8CMW and Adam will be securing the exact date for the club to sponsor NOPA at the Hopewell 

Culture Center. 
 

 Old Business:  

       Paul KB8CMW brought up the Lifetime Member Requirements to be added to the by-laws.  Paul took a vote 

and vote passed by 2/3 majority to make this amendment to the by-laws. 

 

New Business: 

       Carolyn KE8AFM brought up sending a donation to the James Cancer Center instead of flowers as requested 

by the family of Mark Borys KD8CBU, who recently passed.  Discussion was held and it was decided that the club 

would not be sending any donations or flowers for deceased club members.  Instead a card of condolence will be 

sent to the family by the secretary from the club. 
 

Bob, KI8JM made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Robb, KE8AMC.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.   

 
 

Respectfully Submitted 

Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

Secretary 

<> 
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To All, 
Please find the current schedule for Net Control Operator dates for June/July 2016. The list of email 
recipients is not complete as I am expecting a complete club group email list to disseminate this 
information to all club members. Please feel free to share this information at will. 
 
June  06   Robert  KC8PSW 
         13   John     W8AGS 
         20   Jeff       KE8AME 
         27   John     W8AGS 
 
July   04   Robert  KC8PSW 
          11  Rod       K1RQS 
          18  John      W8AGS 
          25  OPEN 
 
We the club need net control operators, to help spread the experience and responsibility and to give 
consideration to the Net Control Operators who continually step up to the plate. The only real difference 
between a Net Control Operator and a QSO is, reading a script and spending a couple of extra minutes 
on the air. 
 
We need volunteers. Please consider this task as it will enhance your operating skills and give you, as 
an operator, experience which can be used during and actual emergency.   
 
Example: The logging of operators and their information is good practice for logging traffic for an actual 
local or national emergency.  
 
Remember we practice our skills for the real McCoy and although all the formalities are great, the actual 
requirement for an operator who chooses to provide communications during an event is to receive 
document and transmit accurate and correct information. 
This comes with practice! 
 
We, the Club, on a local level and in cooperation with EMA/Fairfield Medical Center and multiple fire 
stations throughout Fairfield County may require operators to be dispatched to a firehouse or a remote 
location and provide Comm. to Fairfield Medical Center, Other Radio Operators, FCS, Local police the 
EMA/EOC or the primary agency or multi agencies dictating capabilities when needed. 
  
The club needs your help and we all could use the practice. 
 
"HAM RADIO SAVES LIVES" 
 
Thank  You for Your Time! 
Greg, KD8SSJ    

Vice President 
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One of the problems was the antenna had come loose and tilted. 

This presented two problems that should be address. One was 

that the 

antenna was 

not vertical 

which can  

have some 

effect on the 

function of the 

antenna and 

the other issue 

was that being 

a little loose 

now will only 

get worse and 

cause $$ 

damage. Job 

needed to be 

done. Special 

thanks to Ron 

Hess, 

KD4LPU for 

doing the 

work and John, W8OF, our station engineer, for supervising this 

job. 
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From right to left, Ed Campbell WD8PGO, John Hilliard W8OF, Brent Ludwig KD8MGR, Robb Landon KE8AMC, 
Wayne Larue KD8MGO, taking the pictures was Rod Leger K1RQS.  

 

<> 
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June 11 - Luce County - Newberry, MI 

June 18 - Midland Hamfest - Midland, MI 

June 18 - Milford Hamfest - Milford, OH 
June 19 - Monroe Hamfest - Monroe, MI 

July 10 - 20/9 Tailgate - Austintown, OH 

July 16 - GMARC Trunk Swap - Shelby Twp., MI 

July 16 - NOARS Fest - Elyria, OH 

July 17 - Van Wert - Van Wert, OH 

July 30 - Big Sandy - Louisa, KY 

July 30 - CMARC Outdoor - Lansing, MI 

The Ohio Section News 
 

 

"Dale's Tales" for May, 2016 
Dale Williams WA8EFK 

ARRL Director 

Great Lakes Division 

AMATEUR RADIO PARITY ACT:  Last week, the House Subcommittee on Communications and Technology 

received a letter from Community Associations Institute (CAI) supporting the Amateur Radio Parity Act.  

Our Legislative Action Team has been working extensively with CAI and staff from the House of Representatives 

to reach this agreement. This action is a vital step in gaining support from Homeowners' Associations as CAI is the 

national advocate for those groups.  Having this agreement is a positive step in securing passage of the Bill in the 

House of Representatives and improves the likelihood of similar action in the Senate.  

 

You can find the latest information at http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act.  Thanks to so many of the 

Great lakes Division hams who have sent letters supporting the legislation.  If you have not done so, you can find a 

sample on the listed web page.  Please be sure to route your letters through ARRL Headquarters: ARRL, Attn: 

Amateur Radio Parity Act grassroots campaign, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111.  Our Legislative Action 

Team will hand deliver the letters, thus avoiding delays caused by the postal inspection system in DC. 

DAYTON: From my perspective the Hamvention® went very well this year. As your Director, I spend much of 

my time at ARRL Expo to meet and greet as many Great Lakes Division hams as I possibly can.  It is an important 

part of my commitment to the hams in the Great Lakes Division to be available to discuss your concerns about 

ham radio and then do what I can to help make any necessary changes.  While doing this, I always wish I could get 

to more of the Dayton forums, there were a number of them this year that really were in my areas of interest.  

Perhaps in 2017.  

TOM'S COMMENTS:  Comments from our Vice Director Tom Delany W8WTD 

One last note about the future.  More and more of us are turning to “social media” to share our experiences.  Far 

from substituting for radio, its use is enhancing radio.  The popularity of National Parks on the Air is one example.  

How many of you have used Facebook to find out when activation is taking place?  And news of local events, 

meetings, gatherings, as well as things of national interest from ARRL is out there on Facebook and Twitter.  

That’s where the younger people are, and that’s where we’re trying to help them find us. 

 

Our new ARRL President, Rick, K5UR, urged us all to go out and do something for ham radio.  In that spirit, I’d 

also like to encourage everyone to do something good for ham radio.  Summer is a perfect time for helping a new 

person with an antenna.  But not just a new person.  Maybe a ham you know hasn’t been active in a while.  See 

about helping them get back on the air.  Or, as Rick said, just get on the air.  That in itself will do a lot to keeping 

ham radio alive and well.  

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act
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The Doctor Is 

Sponsored by DX Engineering, "ARRL The Doctor is In" is an 

informative discussion of all things technical. Listen on your 

computer, tablet, or smartphone -- whenever and wherever you like!  

Every 2 weeks, your host, QST Editor in Chief Steve Ford, WB8IMY, 

and the Doctor himself, Joel Hallas, W1ZR, will discuss a broad range 

of technical topics. You can also e-mail your questions to 

doctor@arrl.org, and the Doctor may answer them in a future podcast.  

Enjoy "ARRL The Doctor is In" on Apple iTunes, or by using your 

iPhone or iPad podcast app (just search for "ARRL The Doctor is In"). You can also listen online at Blubrry, or at 

Stitcher (free registration required, or browse the site as a guest) and through the free Stitcher app for iOS, Kindle, 

or Android devices.  

If you've never listened to a podcast before, download our beginner's guide.  

Just ahead on June 16, the topic will be "Grounding." 

<> 

National Parks on the Air Update 

 

NPOTA statistics through the end of May show that 387,000 contacts have been submitted via Logbook of The 

World. This comes from nearly 6300 activations by 775 different operators. As of this week, 422 of the 484 

eligible NPS units have been activated. Most remaining units are either in Alaska or in urban areas, such as 

Washington, DC, or New York City. Just as with the DXCC program, the "rarest of the rare" NPS units are 

showing themselves. It will take considerable planning, logistics, and cooperation with NPS administrators for 

crafty Activators to put these remaining units on the air.  

Don't forget! National Trails Day is June 4. If you're looking for activation, 

put an NPOTA trail on the air! There will be plenty of trail activations for 

NPOTA that day, including the big Light Up the Trail event on the North 

Country National Scenic Trail. Activations will occur from all seven states 

along the North Country Trail. Check out the Light Up the Trail website for 

complete information and to sign up as an Activator.  

Whopping 79 activations are scheduled for June 2-8, including the 

Minidoka National Historic Site in Idaho, and the Richmond National 

Battlefield Park in Virginia. Details about these and other upcoming 

activations can be found on the NPOTA Activations calendar. Keep up with the latest NPOTA news on Facebook. 

Follow NPOTA on Twitter (@ARRL_NPOTA). 

<> 

DID YOU KNOW?-Following WWl government records show there were 5,719 amateur radio 

stations making it the largest of all other radio services licensed by the government combined. Also, from the 
1950s through the 1970s William Grenfell, W4GF, was the Chief of the amateur radio branch of the Federal 
Communications Commission. In addition, he was also a pilot and had a knack of dropping notes from his plane 
to misbehaving amateurs. That was well before Reilly Hollingsworth who had the knack of joining on-the-air QSOs 
that were getting out of hand, putting the Fear of God on some operators. Thanks to the Spark-Gap Times for this 
information. 

http://www.dxengineering.com/
mailto:doctor@arrl.org
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/arrl-the-doctor-is-in/id1096749595?mt=2
https://www.blubrry.com/arrl_the_doctor_is_in/
https://www.stitcher.com/
http://www.arrl.org/doctor
https://npota.arrl.org/
http://qsl.net/kd8dku/LightUptheTrail.htm
http://qsl.net/kd8dku/LightUptheTrail.htm
https://npota.arrl.org/nps-events.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NPOTA/
http://www.twitter.com/
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Thanks to  John Levo-WA8KIW for the following notice & reminders…………… 

 

FOR SALE OR TRADE-Charlie Vance, N8CEV, has a Yaesu FT100D, with screwdriver antenna, that 

he wishes to find a new home for. He is interested in either an outright sale or a trade for an Icom 718 transceiver. If 
you have an interest, give him a call at 937-783-2529. 
 

DEADLINE LOOMS-Anyone wanting to upgrade to the Amateur Extra Class must try to do so by the 

end of this month. The current test question pool expires June 30. According to those who have already looked at the 
new question pool state there are some major changes. 

 

JUNE ARRL VHF CONTEST-We’re reminded this annual June contest is this coming weekend, starting 

June 11. Both Bob Mathews, K8TQK, and John Eicher, KE8DVD, tell us the bands starting with six meters and going up 
have been active lately with some decent long openings. So it could be an interesting weekend, especially if the 
“Magic Band” is open. Let’s hope it continues through Field Day. All license classes can participate in this contest in 
some manner, whether it’s with non-repeater two-meter simplex contacts or by finally using the UHF/VHF capabilities 
of your HF/50 mc/VHF/UHF rig. Antenna wise, it does not take much of an antenna to have fun on these bands when 
the “Propagation Gods” are in our favor. Dipoles and j-poles have worked the world. Try It! You Might Like It! Details 
and rules can be found at www.arrl.org  
 

HAMVENTION VIDEOS-For those of you unable to attend HamVention or attended but unable to make 

some of the seminars, Ham Radio Now has just posted a number of videos of the event and several of the seminars. 
Google their website, HamRadioNow, to see what you might have missed 

<> 

Radio ham's key radio role in war effort 
The Crewe Chronicle reports at the outbreak of War in 1939, Joe Noden G6TW was recruited by the UK 

Government’s radio secret services (RSS) to monitor short wave frequencies on his Skyranger receiver  

 

Working from his radio shack in Coppice Road, Joe would spend several hours each day listening out for, and 

taking note of Morse code transmissions. He would then send the relevant information to Bletchley Park for 

analysis and de-coding. 

 

One  particular occasion, Joe picked up a signal which he thought was highly significant, little did he know of the 

true value of his work.  

It transpired the signal had been coming from a German hideout in Heligoland which had been transmitting vital 

information about shipping movements. 

 

Joe’s actions enabled the Secret Service to locate the source of the transmission and within days the enemy base 

was bombed and destroyed by the RAF. 

 

Read the full Crewe Chronicle story at  

http://www.crewechronicle.co.uk/news/crewe-south-cheshire-news/willaston-mans-key-radio-role-11447371 

 

G6TW Goes to War  

http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/bearwolf/bearwolf/html/g6tw.html Thanks to the Southgate Amateur Radio News for 

this article. 

http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.crewechronicle.co.uk/news/crewe-south-cheshire-news/willaston-mans-key-radio-role-11447371
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/bearwolf/bearwolf/html/g6tw.html
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New Belize national ham radio society 
The IARU recently realized the reason it hadn't heard from its member Society in Belize for 23 years was because 

the Society no longer existed  

 

The Wireless Institute of Australia reports a new Belize Society has been formed to represent radio amateur in the 

country which was known as British Honduras from 1862-1973.  

The WIA News story says:  

Last week John VK4JJW brought you the story how the IARU had not heard from Belize in over 20 years, further 

now as you will hear in this story filed by our editor Graham VK4BB for Amateur Radio Newsline this week. 

 

Where on earth is the Belize Amateur Radio Club? Well, if you know your geography, you might answer "Central 

America, or old timers may remember British Honduras. But if you ask the International Amateur Radio Union, 

you'd be told it is nowhere -- it has gone missing for the last 23 years. 

 

In fact, that's what the IARU formally stated in a late May news release, reporting that a longtime lack of IARU 

activity from the club could only be interpreted as its death knell. 

 

But visit the website at barc.bz  and you'll find a different story.  A statement there - along with a link to the club's 

Facebook page - states that the Belize group is far from dead. In fact, a news item posted on the website on May 21 

reports that the club was recently certified as an NGO, a non-governmental organization. 

 

So what's happening? By all reports, it seems the club has been resurrected. A June 2 posting on its Facebook page 

declares QUOTE "We are the new BARC.. there was an old BARC that ceased to exist some time ago." The 

statement goes on to say that the new club has actually submitted a formal application to represent Belize with the 

IARU in Region 2. 

 

That, it turns out, is just what the IARU is looking for. 

 

Meanwhile, the club seems very much full of activity and life. A May 29 posting on its Facebook page even shares 

an announcement of a meeting members held in April - and photos of the group's field trips in May, including one 

to the village of Blackman Eddy. It seems that in Belize, where there's life, there's hope. And ham radio. Belize it 

or not! 

 

Belize Amateur Radio Club  

http://barc.bz/ 

https://www.facebook.com/barc.bz/ 

 

Belize Amateur Radio Club no longer exists  

http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/june/belize-amateur-radio-club-no-longer-exists.htm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://barc.bz/
http://barc.bz/
https://www.facebook.com/barc.bz/
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/june/belize-amateur-radio-club-no-longer-exists.htm
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Well that’s about all for this month. Hope you get some use out of the articles and have 

been inspired to participate more in all of the club activities. We could use your services 

with the Monday night net on 147.03 (tone 71.9MHz). Don’t forget to check for Special 

Events going on.  Look at your club’s web site often for up to date info; www.k8qik.org. 

Stay Safe and get on the air. “HAM RADIO IS A CONTACT SPORT”  
     

 

ARRL Field Day 

ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air event held annually in the US 

and Canada. On the fourth weekend of June, more than 35,000 radio amateurs 

gather with their clubs, groups or simply with friends to operate from remote 

locations. 

SPECIAL NOTICE…. Rod, K1RQS and Adam, KE8AFP have been 

working and getting ready for Field Day. Why not give them a call or an e-mail and see how you can help? 

Remember Field Day is June 25-26 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

