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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the Fairfield 

County Job & Family 

Services on corner of W.  

Main St. and Memorial Dr., 

Lancaster, OH. Go to the 

EMA room until further 

notice. 

 
Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 
 

Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.76 Repeater with 123Hz 

tone Tuesday at 7:30 PM 

Alt frequency 147.24 MHz 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
 

VE Test 
 

VE test sessions on 3rd Thursday at 7 pm at the Club 

House. Call Robert Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-1901). 

For more details go to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  

 
  

 

2016  Officers 
 

President: 
Paul Flautt, KB8CMW 

 

Vice President: 

David Jackson, KD8MOY 

 

Treasurer: 

Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 

Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

 

Trustee: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Exam Coordinator: 

Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Activities Managers 

Adam Cook, KE8AFP 

 

Public Relations: 

David Jackson, KD8MOY 

 

Web Master: 
John, K9ULO & Carol Dolske 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 

Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:30 p.m., Paul KB8CMW called the meeting to order. 

 

Paul KB8CMW led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

There were no visitors to this meeting. 

 

There was 1 application for review, Lee Crabtree. 

 

Officer Reports 
 

Secretary Report:  Carolyn Spurgeon KE8AFM 

Minutes of the March meeting were posted in the Ragchewer.  There were no corrections to the minutes. Dave 

WB9PXH made a motion to accept the minutes.  Robert KC8PSW seconded the motion.  All were in favor.    

 

Carolyn added a 'thank you' to Dave WB9PXH who helped resolved the issue of getting the printer compatible 

with the club laptop for office use.  Also, Carolyn now has updated applications from the ARRL website for ARRL 

membership.  These applications will be available at every meeting if anyone needs one.  

 

Sign-in tonight: 27 members in attendance. 

 

Adam KE8AFP Rod K1RQS 

Carolyn KE8AFM Kevin KC8MTV 

Charlie N8KZN Jeff KE8AME 

Connie N8LPC John W8OF 

Candice KC8NQG Mary KD8EEI 

Dave WB9PXH Scott WD8IXO 

Dennis KB8WR Robb KE8AMC 

Ed WD8PGO Paul W8PDK 

Brent KD8MGR Robert KC8PSW 

Larry KB8AHK Ray  KD8WHY 

Jack AE8P Ray W8FLX 

Kay KC8HJW David KB8DRQ 

Paul KD8DDD   
 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 

Ed gave the treasurer’s report.  John W80F made a motion to accept the report, seconded by Ray W8FLX.  All 

were in favor.   
 

VP Report:  David Jackson KD8MOY 

 No report 

 

Trustee Report:  John Hilliard W8OF 

 No report. 
 

 

April 7, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
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Committee Reports 

 

Webmaster:  Kevin Numbers KC8MTV 

 Kevin let the membership know that he is using a version of an Adobe free trial initially to make changes to 

the website.  At the end of the free trial he will be switching to another program other than Dreamweaver which 

was in use when John K9ULO was webmaster.  In the meantime, he is looking for another program and asked for 

the member’s patience as this is a process that will take some time.  Mary KD8EEI offered to Kevin as a reminder 

that we can use our tax exempt status when utilizing certain web programs so as to get a discount for use.  Kevin 

stated that he would investigate that option.  Kevin also stressed that the club web page belongs to the members 

and invited any member to send to him suggested material for the website.  To do this, please go to our website 

and click on 'webmaster' to contact Kevin. 

 

Volunteer Exam Coordinator: Robert Northrup KC8PSW 

Robert gave a testing summary for March 2016.  There were 12 candidates and 13 exams given: 3 general and 

10 technicians.  All passed except for 4.  Next scheduled test date is Thursday, April 21, 2016, at 7p.m. at the club 

house. 

 

Monday Night Net Manager: David Jackson, KD8MOY 

No report.  In David's absence, volunteers were asked to sign up for net control.  The schedule is as follows: 

 

April 11     Robert KC8PSW 

April 18     Paul KB8CMW 

April 25     Jeff KE8AME 

May 2        John W8OF  

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes W8BVH 

No report 
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell WD8PGO 

      Ed reported that the chapter director for the Red Cross has given an invitation to the club to meet at the Red 

Cross building in Lancaster located at the corner of Broadway and Mulberry streets.  Discussion was held 

regarding the prospect of the club holding meetings as well as radio nights and testing at this location.  Ed also 

offered to give a tour to anyone interested, of the area that we could utilize, in order to see it ahead of time.  He 

emphasized the necessity of at least reserving Thursday evenings so as to not lose out on the opportunity to meet 

there.  Three out of four Thursdays are available.  The third Thursday is scheduled already, so testing nights would 

have to be changed on the club schedule.  At the conclusion of the discussion, it was determined that the club 

would go ahead and reserve all available Thursday evenings and that the next radio night on April 14th would be 

held at the Red Cross building.  Further, regarding our monthly meeting, we will again meet at the Job and Family 

services building in May and then make a firm decision as to whether the members want to meet at the Red Cross 

or continue where we are currently. 

      

Safety:  Scott Snoke WD8IXO 
 No report 

 

Public Relations: David Jackson KD8MOY 

 No report 
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Station Engineer:  John Hilliard W8OF 

     John reported that the arm connecting the folding dipole antenna to the tower has had a leg disconnect, probable 

cause being recent 50mph hour winds.  This has caused the antenna to lean 15 degrees.  John is actively working to 

seek out and secure a reputable individual who can do the repair.  John has been working with Ed with respect to 

our insurance policy and how insurance coverage may be applied should a claim need to be filed.  Ed commented 

that the club does have a $500 deductible.  Discussion was held and it was determined that if John can find 

someone to do the repair without having to file a claim, it would be in the best interest of the club.  Robb 

KE8AMC then made a motion that the executive committee is to have the authority to make the decision and 

accomplish getting the repair done including payment and in costs associated with the repair.  Brent KD8MGR 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

       

Activities Manager:  Adam Cook KE8AFP 

     Adam requested volunteers to do radio communications for the MS Walk to be held this Saturday, April 9th.  

Volunteers will need to arrive at the AAA building at the fairgrounds at 8a.m.  Walk starts between 10-10:30 a.m. 

 

 Old Business:  

     The first item of old business to be discussed was Ray W8FLX's idea to change the name of the swap meet to 

'LFCARC Flea Market' instead of just 'swap meet'.  All were agreeable. 

 

     The Lifetime Membership requirements proposed by Brent KD8MGR are tabled till next month's meeting. 

 

     Rod K1RQS introduced the Field Day sign-up sheets for members to begin to schedule operating times and 

modes as well as to volunteer for other needs involved with Field Day.  Sheets will be made available at each 

meeting.  Also, Rod voiced the need for an alternate location to be secured in the event that Field Day cannot be 

held at the club house location.  Any member is invited to contact Rod with suggestions.  Please send an email to 

Carolyn KE8AFM secretary and she will forward on to Rod.  

  

New Business: 
     Robb KE8AMC brought up that he would like to see the club put together a 'welcome brochure' for candidates 

testing for their license and also a 'guest packet' for new visitors to the club meetings explaining more about the 

club; who we are and what we do.  It was also suggested that the brochure include contact numbers in case a visitor 

has questions.  Paul KB8CMW mentioned that he would like to first bring this before the executive committee for 

discussion. 

 

     Robb KE8AMC also would like to move the digital mode net from Tuesdays to a different day.  Discussion was 

held and it was decided that the digital net would now move to 8:45p.m. on Mondays, on the 146.70 repeater.  In 

addition, Robb would like to go ahead and start a weather net.  It was decided that the weather net would be held at 

8:30p.m. Mondays BEFORE the digital net, also on the 146.70 repeater.  Kevin KC8MTV is scheduled to be net 

control for this coming Monday, April 11th for both nets. 

 

     In conclusion, Robb let us know that he was contacted by Jon Kochis regarding how the meeting room was left 

after our last club meeting.  It was reported that there were food crumbs on the floor and the chairs were 

disheveled; not put back in place.  Jon let Robb know that we are allowed to have food but that members need to 

clean up after themselves as well as put chairs back in place at the tables. 

 

     Paul KB8CMW asked if everyone had received notice of the auction of club items. Ray KD8WHY and Paul 

W8PDK stated that they had not received the notice.  Carolyn KE8AFM will resend the information to them. 
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  Kevin KC8MTV made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Ray W8FLX seconded the motion.  Meeting 

adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carolyn Spurgeon KE8AFM 

Secretary 

<> 

 

The Amateur Amateur: April Showers Bring May.. Antennas? 

By Gary Ross Hoffman, KB0H 

April 1 2014 

A lot of stuff has fallen from the roof of my house. I've dropped a lot of it myself. A veritable hardware store of 

nuts and bolts has escaped my grasp while up there. I could hear them going skitter-skitter down the slope, but 

there was no way to intercept them and prevent their suicide dive off the roof and into the unknown. The 

occasional connector, tie wrap, and even a roll of weather sealant have also made similar getaways.  

 

First inkling of a strange phenomenon  

http://www.the-amateur-amateur.com/Archives/Pictures/2014-04-radial-1.jpg
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It was definitely a radial element!  

http://www.the-amateur-amateur.com/Archives/Pictures/2014-04-radial-3a.png
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The rest of the antenna emerges  

Tools I can usually intercept. Most of the other items get dropped, so they have momentum before they even hit 

the shingles. Tools, on the other hand, are usually sitting there quietly, giving no indication that they're 

contemplating a departure, when they decide to abandon me and run away. Fortunately, they have to overcome 

inertia, and I hear their movements before they build up much speed. Also, I've gotten smarter about where I put 

them, so they rarely get away.  

http://www.the-amateur-amateur.com/Archives/Pictures/2014-04-discone-1a.png


 9 

Just about everything that does make it off of the roof just disappears. Logic says that they should land on the 

ground somewhere, but I can never find them. I don't know if it's bad luck or if some different rules of physics 

apply to Amateur Radio rooftop projects.  

 

I can't say that nothing was ever found. Indeed some antenna parts were discovered when my wife Nancy mowed 

the lawn one day. Those weren't items that I had dropped, though, they had been blasted loose during hail storms. 

As a ham herself (N0NJ) Nancy recognized what they were and handed them over to me. I stored them in the 

basement. I knew that eventually I would have some compelling reason to go back up on the roof. I would take the 

loose parts back up with me then and see if they could be reattached.  

Now I think we should have just left them on the lawn.  

You see, some of those lost items have started to sprout.  

 

At first I didn't realize what was happening. I thought the tiny metallic object in the midst of the iris and ivy leaves 

was a remnant of some old utility company grounding rod. There are several of those poking out of the soil. But 

when I investigated further it became evident that it wasn't a grounding rod at all. It was a radial element of an 

antenna!  

 

Well, you can imagine my surprise. We have a difficult time getting grass to grow. The soil in our yard is 

absolutely rotten. We tried laying down topsoil. We spread just about every fertilizer available. We've seeded the 

lawn with special “hardy grass” and have gotten nowhere.  

And now the yard was budding antenna parts.  

Maybe the soil was good for something after all.  

Or maybe it was climate change, I don't know. What I did know was that this was a fascinating phenomenon. I 

watched the tiny stalk grow day by day. I wondered what its final form would be. When should I consider 

harvesting it? Would it wither and die if I left it there too long?  

Horticulture books were no help. Not one of them mentioned dipoles, let alone beams, discones, or anything more 

esoteric. Amateur Radio literature had plenty to say about burying radials but nothing at all about what you could 

expect to germinate. Even Googling “growing antennas” only resulted in mentions of the 60s TV show, My 

Favorite Martian. 

  

It looked like I was on my own. I'd have to keep an eye on the antenna element and keep a record of its growth.  

Darned if I could figure out how to enter it into Logbook of the World, though.  After several days I got another 

surprise. More parts of the antenna were emerging from the iris. It wasn't an antenna element that was growing, it 

was a complete antenna! This shouldn't have come as such a shock to me. After all, I knew that some animals 

could regenerate lost limbs. And as we all know, modern radios have regenerative receivers. It's only natural to 

assume that an antenna system with a low Standing Wave Ratio would benefit from the transceiver's regenerative 

capabilities, right?  

 

Then another thought occurred to me. The antenna growing out of the irises was the result of a part accidentally 

falling into the garden. What if I deliberately planted something? How much would be necessary for it to take 

root? Would it require an entire element, or would just a sliver do? How complicated an antenna could I expect to 

grow? I already had a discone blooming, could I cultivate a big honking HF antenna? If so, I'd better dig it up and 

sell it while it was still a seedling, there definitely wasn't room in my yard for anything like that.  

The concept was staggering. It gave a whole new meaning to the term “antenna farm”. I wondered if I would need 

to try to get my property rezoned, and if so, as agricultural land or as a scrapyard?  

 

I spent so much time watching my little antenna grow that I'd completely forgotten that numerous objects had also 

tumbled into the front yard. When that thought finally popped into my head I ran around to inspect the area where 

most of the roof-escapees should have fallen. At first I didn't see anything. But then I spotted a glint of something 

in the ivy. Yes. There was definitely something metallic in there.  

It was a screwdriver.  
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A screwdriver in the ivy.. a coincidence??  

At first I was puzzled. I'd figured out how an antenna could regenerate, but a Phillips head screwdriver? That didn't 

make any sense at all. Or maybe it did. Perhaps being in contact with the antenna, which was in contact with the 

coaxial cable, which was in contact with the transceiver, which had a regenerative circuit.... Well, maybe not. It 

may have just been a lost screwdriver that I'd stumbled across. I wasn't sure, but just in case it had actually grown 

there, I left it in place. I will check back in a few weeks to see if it's still merely a screwdriver or if it has 

blossomed into an entire toolbox.  

In the meantime, I am fertilizing the irises with nuts and bolts.  

 

http://www.the-amateur-amateur.com/Archives/Pictures/2014-04-screwdriver-1.jpg
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Now that I think about it, many years ago my grandfather had buried old radio parts in the yard of his suburban 

home in Florida. We all knew why he did it. Florida was going through landfill problems at the time and all sorts 

of stringent waste disposal laws were being passed. Granddad was frugal. He didn't want to pay the surcharges and 

extra fees, so he just dug a hole when no one was looking and dumped in his old electronic junk.  

Or so we thought.  

 

Now I'm wondering if he knew something the rest of us didn't. Perhaps he was aware of the phenomenon that I'm 

now experiencing. Could it be that he really expected to grow a crop of new radios? Is so, he was disappointed.  

All that came up were oranges.  

 
© 2016 Gary Ross Hoffman  

E-mail Gary Ross Hoffman  

 
 

<> 

The Ohio Section News 
 

 

"Dale's Tales" for March, 2016 
Dale Williams WA8EFK 

ARRL Director 

Great Lakes Division 

 

UPDATE for AMATEUR RADIO PARITY ACT:  This subject moves to the front of the column as recent actions 

are getting us reasonably close to closure.  Our ARRL Legislative Action Committee 

members have been 

meeting in Washington to reconcile the bill verbiage with representatives of homeowners' 

associations.  I am optimistic that most of the concerns on both sides of the issue have been 

resolved and I look for us to have a bill that will not face opposition in either the House or 

Senate.   I am not attempting to say the deal is done, it is not and we remain steadfast that 

hams are to be treated fairly in installing an outside antenna.  Opposing that single issue can 

be a deal breaker as it is the basis for the entire bill.  You can find more information at 

http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act.  Thanks to so many of the Great lakes Division hams who have sent 

letters supporting the legislation.  If you have not done so, you can find a sample on the listed web page.  Please be 

sure to route your letters through ARRL Headquarters for personal delivery: ARRL, Attn: Amateur Radio Parity 

Act grassroots campaign, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111.  We will hand deliver the letters, thus avoiding 

delays caused by the postal inspection system in DC. 

SPRING:  It is now upon us and along with it, the frequent severe weather that hits the Midwest.  Many regions are 

well underway with their annual spotter training programs, certainly an important item on the calendar.  

Recognition of what constitutes a funnel cloud vs virga can be a lifesaving measure.  While our ARES members 

train in storm spotting, these sessions also offer an opportunity to work on net procedures.  Knowing what to report 

and how best to convey the information on a busy net (with an overworked net control) insures efficiency and 

accuracy, again, potential lifesaving measures.  We need to ask ourselves "Who uses our reports?  What data do 

they need?  How it is best presented to them?  Can your local Emergency Management people use a spotter report 

in the same form as the National Weather Service?  What is the best method to get the report to your partner 

agency?"  Certainly, many more questions need answers, so meet with partner agencies now, well before severe 

weather sets in, to work out the details so our ARES programs are viable and incorporating the Best 

Practices to serve the public. 

 

http://www.the-amateur-amateur.com/email.html
http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act
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HAMFESTING:  Here is the current Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest Schedule for the next few 

weeks.  These swaps have received their sanctioning approval from ARRL HQ at the time of this publication.  We 

have approximately 65 hamfests each year in the Great Lakes Division.  I do encourage each Hamfest Chair to 

register early for ARRL Sanctioning.  It is never too early to register your hamfest with Headquarters.  Be sure to 

invite your ARRL Officials as soon as your date is set.  Help avoid date conflicts, do it early! 

 

 

Apr 19 - Letcher County - Whitesburg, KY 

April 23 - Jackson County - Jackson, OH 

Apr 24 - Athens - Athens, OH 

May 7 - Cadillac - Cadillac, MI 

May 14 - Chassell Hamfest - Chassel, MI 

May 20-22 - Dayton HamVention - Dayton, OH 

May 28 - Ashland - Ashland, KY 

73, See you on the bands.  

 

Dale Williams WA8EFK 

Director 

Great Lakes Division 

<> 

National Parks on the Air Update 
ARRL has created a certificate for National Park Service employees who go the extra mile in helping to promote 

or assist National Parks on the Air (NPOTA) activity in their parks. The NPOTA Certificate of Appreciation is 

available to any NPS employee or volunteer who is recommended by the NPOTA Activator community for 

exceptional assistance in promoting NPOTA. Show your appreciation for 

the NPS staffer who helped to make your activation a success; nominate 

them for the NPOTA Certificate of Appreciation. E-mail the name, title, 

and NPS unit of your nominee.  

There are 52 activations scheduled for the week of March 17-23, including 

Mammoth Cave National Park (NP39) in Kentucky, and the newest 

addition to the National Parks System, Castle Mountains National 

Monument (MN82) in California.  

Details about these and other upcoming activations can be found on the 

NPOTA Activations calendar.  

Keep up with the latest NPOTA news on Facebook. Follow NPOTA on Twitter (@ARRL_NPOTA). 

<> 

ARRL 2016 Field Day Packet Now Available 

It's not too early to be thinking about Field Day 2016 and planning your club's strategy for a bigger score 
and greater participation than last year. Field Day is June 25-26 -- always the 4th full weekend in June -- 
and the 2016 ARRL Field Day Packet now is available to download as a PDF file. This year's Field Day 
introduces two new ways to score bonus points -- Social Media and Safety Officer. 

https://npota.arrl.org/
mailto:npota@arrl.org
https://npota.arrl.org/nps-events.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NPOTA/
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2016/2016%20Field%20Day%20Package%20Ver%201_0.pdf
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ARES, SKYWARN Volunteers Respond to Heavy Rain, Flooding in Louisiana 

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) and SKYWARN volunteers in Louisiana assisted the National 

Weather Service (NWS), as record-setting rainfall led to severe and widespread flooding. The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) has approved a disaster declaration for the state. Region 7 District Emergency 

Coordinator John Mark Robertson, K5JMR, in the Shreveport-Bossier City area, said Amateur Radio involvement 

began on March 8, when the NWS-Shreveport Office requested a SKYWARN activation during a tornado watch.  

For the next 17 hours, Robertson reported, a group of volunteers handled 

weather-spotting duties over linked repeaters, filing some 70 reports. Their 

coverage included parts of Texas and Arkansas. The severe weather included 

hail as well as major flooding that closed Interstate 20 in three Louisiana 

parishes and inundated entire neighborhoods. On March 10, the ARES team in 

Tangipahoa Parish in southeastern Louisiana was active for nearly 2 days in 

response to heavy rain and flooding.  

"Local hams operating [fixed, portable, or mobile] provided updates on local 

conditions and were able to offer road reports to travelers on the state 

highways and Interstate 12, which crosses all of the major rivers in our area," 

ARES Region 9 DEC Bob Priez, WB5FBS, told ARRL. He said numerous 

rivers, streams, and waterways were well above flood stage by the afternoon of 

March 11.  

"We were able to receive and 

send weather bulletins and 

flood conditions to and from the 

NWS in Slidell, Louisiana, 

using our 147.000 repeater and the Slidell 147.270 repeater. The 

147.000 repeater also provided communication with the EOC at 

Southeastern Louisiana University and Tangipahoa Parish EOC in 

Amite, Louisiana," he said. Fixed stations used packet radio on 

VHF as well as conventional e-mail to relay NWS weather bulletins 

and to forward local reports to NWS.  

Priez said the March activation was the 

third for his ARES crew since two 

events in February, when the area was 

hit with heavy rain and wind. He said 

that event gave the group the 

opportunity to test recently revised plans to interface directly with the NWS Office in 

Slidell via repeaters in Tangipahoa and St Tammany parishes, and via packet.  

"This plan proved really effective in the February 23 event, which, in addition to rains 

and winds, also spawned numerous tornadoes across the southeast region," Priez said. 

"Our widespread ham radio observers were able to send real-time reports of tornado 

activity in Livingston, Montpelier, and Convent, and from Washington and St John 

parishes in Louisiana, and also from southwestern Mississippi." The group also kept in 

contact with the Southeastern Louisiana University EOC and the Tangipahoa Parish EOC via the local VHF 

repeater.  

On March 13, Robertson said three SKYWARN volunteers activated in response to severe weather, posting 25 

messages dealing with tornado watches and warnings, reports of hail, and continued major flooding.  

 

Flooding in Bossier Parish, 

Louisiana. 

 

Some livestock in this flooded area took 

refuge under the porch of a home under 

construction on higher ground. [Photo 

courtesy Bossier Parish Sheriff's Office] 
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As the National Weather Service reported, the highest reported rainfall total was "a whopping 26.96 inches!" 

southeast of Monroe. The NWS has posted rainfall totals for the March 8-12 period. The flooding has led to road 

closings over a wide area, and law enforcement personnel assisted by the Louisiana National Guard used boats to 

reach and rescue stranded residents and their pets. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Russian "Inventors of Telecommunications" Stations on the Air: Special event stations in 

Russia will be on the air from March 16 until June 16 as part of the international scientific-

educational radio marathon called "Inventors of Telecommunications," established by the 

Russian Geographical Society and supported by radio clubs and Amateur Radio operators. There 

will be awards and certificates. Each RT73-prefix station represents a historical figure in the area 

of telecommunications or electronics. For example, RT73BA represents Alexander Graham Bell, 

RT73EA represents Edwin Howard Armstrong, RT73VZ represents Vladimir Kosmich 

Zworykin, and RT73NT represents Nikola Tesla (photo). -- Thanks to The Daily DX 

 

<> 

 

 

National Hurricane Conference Amateur Radio Sessions to be Live Streamed 

Sessions focusing on the role of Amateur Radio in major weather events will be a part the 2016 

National Hurricane Conference, set for later this month in Orlando, Florida. The goal of the annual 

conference is to improve hurricane preparedness. Attendance is free to all Amateur Radio sessions, 

which will take place Tuesday, March 22, from 1:30 until 5 PM ET (1830-2200 UTC). Amateur 

Radio presentations will be live streamed via YouTube and recorded.  

At the 1:30 PM session, National Hurricane Center Director Rick Knabb will discuss the importance 

of Amateur Radio surface reporting. Other presenters will include Bob Robichaud, VE1MBR, of the Canadian 

Hurricane Centre, who will speak on hurricane meteorology and give a brief overview of his center's operation, 

and WX4NHC Assistant Amateur Radio Station Coordinator Julio Ripoll, WD4R, who will talk about activities at 

WX4NHC, the National Hurricane Center's Amateur Radio station.  

The 2 PM session will feature presentations from Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) Manager Bobby Graves, 

KB5HAV, discussing the HWN, personal weather stations, and back-up power and antennas; VoIP Hurricane Net 

director of operations and ARRL ARES Eastern Massachusetts Assistant SEC Rob Macedo, KD1CY, on the VoIP 

Hurricane Net and best practices in SKYWARN tropical systems, and ARRL Assistant Emergency Preparedness 

Manager Ken Bailey, K1FUG, who will offer an ARRL beginner's course in Amateur Radio hurricane 

preparedness.  

A question-and-answer session will follow the presentations.  

The National Hurricane Conference takes place March 21-24 at the Hilton Orlando. Some 2000 attendees are 

expected. 

 

https://nwschat.weather.gov/p.php?pid=201603151525-KSHV-NOUS44-PNSSHV
http://rt73.net/
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://hurricanemeeting.com/
http://www.nsradio.org/stream
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2016 NVIS ANTENNA DAY-On Saturday, April 23, the 

second Ohio Section NVIS Antenna Day will start at 10 am.  This exercise will give clubs 
and those interested in emergency communications and/or antenna design and operation 

an opportunity to test and compare one or more antennas as to performance in various 

sections of Ohio.  "Anchor Stations" will be set up at locations and thus you can see how 

the antennas play between stations.  Therefore you can see how one antenna sounds in 
Toledo compared to Columbus and then switch to a different antenna and see how it 

compares to the previous one.  The Clinton County ARC participated last year and found 

the exercise extremely beneficial.  In fact they used the antenna at Field Day with great 

results. 

 

<> 

 
Fun Fact from Hillsboro’s Monday Morning Memo 

The Monday Morning Memo is a news product of Highland Amateur Radio Association and 

edited by John Levo, WA8KIW, of the Hillsboro Club. This is a weekly memo of things 

happening in the Hillsboro area and does include some of the southeastern Ohio clubs. To 

subscribe contact highlandara@yahoo.com  

 
Last week it was mentioned that some hams in the Zanesville and Cambridge clubs are 

now having the MMM forwarded to them.  This week John was happy to report that 

through the efforts of the DeForest ARC we now have our first readers in Mason and 

Fleming Counties Kentucky.  Additionally, last week readers in the Dayton/Warren County 
areas were added to the distribution list.  

 

Editor’s Note: Thanks John for the info and sparked a question in my mind…….. How far 

does the Ragchewer travel for the readers in the amateur radio community?? Maybe we 
will find out in a few weeks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:highlandara@yahoo.com
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Well that’s about all for this month. Hope you get some use out of the articles and have 

been inspired to participate more in all of the club activities. We could use your services 

with the Monday night net on 147.03 (tone 71.9MHz). Don’t forget to check for Special 

Events going on.  Look at your club’s web site often for up to date info; www.k8qik.org. 

Stay Safe and get on the air. “HAM RADIO IS A CONTACT SPORT”  
     

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

FOLD 

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

