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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

 
Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the clubhouse. 

 

 
Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 

Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.76 Repeater with 123Hz 

tone Tuesday at 7:30 PM 

Alt frequency 147.24 MHz 

 
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 
doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
 

VE Test 
 

VE test sessions on 3rd Thursday at 7 pm. Call Robert 

Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-1901). For more details go 

to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  

 
  

 

2015  Officers 
 

President: 
Paul Flautt, KB8CMW 

 

Vice President: 

David Jackson, KD8MOY 

 

Treasurer: 

Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 

Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

 

Trustee: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Exam Coordinator: 

Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Activities Managers 

Sandy Snider, KD8FTX 

Charlie Snoke, N8KZN 

 

Public Relations: 

Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Web Master: 
John, K9ULO & Carol Dolske 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:30 p.m., Paul, KB8CMW called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

There were no visitors present at this meeting. 
 

There were no applications for review.    

 

Officer Reports 
 

Secretary Report:  Carolyn Spurgeon, KE8AFM 

     Minutes of the November meeting were posted in the Ragchewer.  Paul, W8PDK submitted correction by 

email prior to the meeting that his call-sign was incorrect under the old business and new business sections.  

He also noted that the heading read October 1 instead of November 5. Mary, KD8EEI made a motion to accept 

the minutes, seconded by John, W8AGS.   All were in favor.   
 

Roll call taken tonight: 24 members in attendance with no guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  George Lambert KB8USP  

George gave the treasurer’s report and Paul W8PDK made a motion to accept the report, seconded by Adam 

KE8AFP.  All were in favor.   
 

VP Report:  David Jackson KD8MOY 

No report  
 

Trustee Report:  John Hilliard W8OF 

John reported that all bids received by the county for the property where the club house is located were turned 

down.  At present we will remain in the building that we occupy.  Mary KD8EEI reported that she, John W8OF, 

Steve KD8JLA met with Jon Kochis, director of the Emergency Management Agency regarding how much 

equipment the club could take to the EMA, should we need to vacate the current building. Mary added that she, 

John and Steve talked with Jon regarding meeting at the EMA office for the club’s monthly meeting during the 

months of January, February and March so as to provide a place more readily accessible in case of heavy snowfall.  

It has been a challenge in the past to obtain adequate snow removal from the driveway to and from the club house.  

Mary KD8EEI made a motion that the members meet at the EMA office located on the 1
st
 floor in the Government 

Services/Job and Family Services Building, 241 W. Main St., Suite 100, Lancaster, OH 43130 for our January, 

February and March 2016 monthly meeting.  John W8AGS seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   

Adam KE8AFP John W8AGS 

Brent KD8MGR John  W8OF 

Carolyn KE8AFM John K9ULO 

Charlie N8KZN Kevin KC8MTV 

David KD8MOY Mary KD8EEI 

Dennis KB8WR Mike WN8C 

Gary W8GTS Paul KB8CMW 

George KB8USP Paul W8PDK 

Greg KD8SSJ Robb KE8AMC 

Jack AE8P Robert KC8PSW 

Jeff KE8AME Wayne KD8MGO 

Jim KB8TRL Zachary KE8AFN 

December 3, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
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In addition, John gave a report regarding the club’s inventory.  Items listed in the inventory were documented 

because they have a current market value.  These items need to be determined as to what to keep and what to get 

rid of.  Any other items not listed were deemed of no value.  At John’s recommendation, these no-value items 

should be disposed of so as to ‘declutter’ the club house. There is one item of interest that was donated to the club 

by Ed Bennett’s KD8EEJ wife that is an old safety belt for use in climbing towers.  Because of its age, it is 

recommended that the club not sell or make use of this belt for safety and liability reasons.  Ed’s son has made 

request that he would like to have it.  Mary KD8EEI made a motion to give the belt with its box to Dave 

Harrington W8EZE, Dave would then pass it on to Ed’s son.  Greg KD8SSJ seconded the motion.  All were in 

favor.   
 

Committee Reports 
 

Webmaster:  John Dolske K9ULO & Carol Dolske 

 John reported that the yearly hosting fee for our website by GoDaddy will be due in the near future. 

 

Volunteer Exam Coordinator: Robert Northrup KC8PSW 

Robert reported 3 tests were administered in November – 3 general: 2 passed and 1 did not.  Next testing 

session will be December 17th at 7:00 p.m. at the clubhouse 2
nd

 floor.  Robert also stated that the 3
rd

 Thursday of 

each month is scheduled solely for testing with the exception of December 17, which will also include radio night 

hosted by Robb KE8AMC due to Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve falling on a Thursday this month. 
 

Monday Night Net 

12/7/15 Robert KC8PSW 

12/14/15 John W8AGS 

12/21/15 John K9ULO 

12/28/15 Robb KE8AMC 

 1/4 /16            John W8AGS 

 

*Note: Robert KC8PSW and John W8AGS switched assigned dates on 12/7 and 12/14 after the meeting 

and before the minutes were typed.  The above list reflects that change. 

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes W8BVH 

No report 
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell WD8PGO/George Lambert KB8USP 

  George reported that the next ARES meeting is scheduled on Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at 7p.m. at the EMA 

office. 

 

Safety:  Scott Snoke WD8IXO 

 No report 
 

Station Engineer:  John Hilliard W8OF 

 John reported that the CAT-250 controller purchased 6 months ago has had a problem and needed to be 

sent back for repair. $16.54 was spent by John for shipping back to the manufacturer.  Also, John purchased 50 

feet of 4 conductor shielded cable for the new controller installation amounting to $38.15.  Receipts will be given 

to treasurer for reimbursement. 

 

Activities Co-Managers: Sandy Snider, KD8FTX and Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

 No report 
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Old Business:  
Reminder for the Christmas party was given; to be held at Golden Corral from 6p.m.-9p.m. on December 12, 

2015.  Each member is responsible for their own meal.  Door prizes will be given. 

 

Inventory committee report was given by John W8OF.  See trustee report above. 

 

Robb KE8AMC reported for the current audit committee.  Treasurer’s books have not yet been obtained by the 

audit committee.  Also, he expressed a concern regarding the amount of years that need to be audited specifically 

2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014.  Robb recommended that there be additional volunteers to help because of 

inexperience in auditing by the current committee and to make the process of auditing more efficient given the 

amount of years to be audited.  John K9ULO volunteered to chair this committee with Mary KD8EEI volunteering 

to help.  The auditing committee now consists of John K9ULO (chair), Robb KE8AMC, Greg KD8SSJ, Paul 

W8PDK, and Mary KD8EEI.  Paul W8PDK stated that he would obtain the books from George KB8USP. 

 

Paul KB8CMW authorized that keys to the club house be given to each officer.  Receipt for purchase is to be 

given to the acting treasurer, George KB8USP. 

 

New Business: 

 

 Carolyn KE8AFM reported that ARRL will be increasing the amount of their membership dues beginning 

January 1, 2016.  ARRL will still honor the club retaining $15 of each new ARRL member registration.  This may 

be done with a paper application but not on the ARRL website.  Please see or contact Carolyn for an application if 

you so choose to have $15 of your membership fee donated to the club.  Please visit www.arrl.org for all the new 

dues amounts.  Currently, a regular individual member is $39.00.  Beginning in January, it will be $49.00. 
 

 

 Robert KC8PSW made a motion to adjourn.  Adam KE8AFP seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned. 
 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carolyn Spurgeon,  KE8AFM 

Secretary 
 

 

<> 

Rod, K1RQS writes that he found an article in the December 2015 issue of the QST magazine to be 

pretty interesting reading for all especially ARES members. The article 'Public Service-Part 1' is on 

pages 66-68. Thanks Rod for the heads up. 

<> 

 

 

http://www.arrl.org/
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DIGITAL MODE VHF 
 

 I am pleased to report the Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur 
Radio Club had its first digital mode VHF net on Tuesday evening 
December 1 at 6PM.  
 
After much preparation by many we muddled through the net learning a 
lot and identifying many areas which need more work.  
 
The net was conducted on the 146.07 repeater with a pl tone of 151.4. 
We used both voice and the digital mode MT63 2000L. We will continue 
to work on the issues identified and be back on next Tuesday.  Watch 
for email updates as we go forward as we will be adding skills to test 

and become proficient in. We will probably change the time to 6:30 to enable those who work days a chance to 
get home and those who work nights a chance to participate before work.  
 
As a side note I ask that as a courtesy to those who monitor our repeaters,  when using repeaters for digital 
mode traffic, voice ID and announce you will be transmitting in digital mode before your digital mode traffic. 
Digital mode is new to our repeater system and this will allow those monitoring to understand what is going on. 
Once you have finished voice ID again and clear.  
 
Anyone with questions or suggestions please feel free to contact me at 614 266-2250 voice or text.  
 
Thanks 
Robb KE8AMC 
 

<> 

 

The Ohio Section News 
 

 

Greetings everyone, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for December 2015. 
 

 

KRAMER GOES ROGUE:  Not Seinfeld's Kramer, but our own: Harold Kramer 

WJ1B!  It seems Harold and a team of operators have decided to strike out on their own 

to commemorate QST's founding 100 years ago this December as they will be 

operating a commemorative Special Event station W1Q.  The plan to be on the air from 

December 1-15. The first QST was published in December 1915.  ARRL Chief 

Operating Officer Harold Kramer WJ1B and the volunteer operators will man W1Q. 

This is not an "official" ARRL operation, and Harold will handle all QSL cards and LoTW entries.  He will post 

additional information on his QRZ.com page under WJ1B.  Let's keep them all busy!  What a great way to 

celebrate the founding of our official journal. 

 

SPECIAL EVENT:  National Parks on the Air will be a key event in 2016.  I hope you all will be able to take 

advantage of getting some On-the-Air-Time to operate and have some great fun contacting stations in our National  
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Parks and actually doing some serious operating from the parks.  Be sure to check out the full details at 

https://npota.arrl.org/.  There are actually 20 qualified National Park Service Units within the Great Lakes 

Division, and plenty of opportunities to put them all on the air over the next 12 months.  Be sure to check out the 

current "On the Air" list of scheduled events on the web page.  Not surprisingly, many dates are already booked. 

 

ON THE AIR: Are you?  Maybe it is time to check!  After the experience of operating last year's great Centennial 

Points Challenge, like many ops, I have experienced some serious withdrawal symptoms.  So for 2015, I've given  

 

 

myself another challenge and made it a point to try to get on for a while every day and get some QSOs in the log 

outside of nets and contests.  An all-too-often brief QSO with a foreign ham brings a new friendship and new  

interests.  Certainly, my knowledge of this Earth's geography is improving as I frequently squeeze in some research 

on the country I have contacted.  Of course, some time is spent searching for "rare ones", but I like the time spent 

for even a brief contact.  This is not to say I am neglecting contesting.  Operating contests is great for honing skills, 

and I note I seem to be able to copy everyone a little better after finishing a contest; with that little experience, 

copying DX through the noise and QRM truly becomes an easier task.  Of course operating on a few nets keeps up 

the traffic handling skills and builds camaraderie.  We have so many diverse aspects of this hobby, but one - 

actually getting on the air - is what it is all about.  Let's all really DO IT! 

 

UPDATE for AMATEUR RADIO PARITY ACT: The Senate version of the measure passed through committee 

during November.  The package will now go to the full Senate for a vote.  NOW is the time to contact your Senator 

in Washington and encourage his/her support for the measure.  When you do this, please reference the Bill Number 

S 1685.  Please be sure to route your letters through ARRL Headquarters for personal delivery: ARRL, Attn: 

Amateur Radio Parity Act grassroots campaign, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111.  You can find more 

information at http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act. 

 

HAMFESTING:  Here is the current Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest Schedule for the next few 

weeks.  These swaps have received their sanctioning approval from ARRL HQ at the time of this publication.   

 

Dec  5 - Fulton County Winterfest - Delta, OH 

Dec  6 - L'Anse Creuse - Harrison Township, MI 

Jan 17 - SCARF - Nelsonville, OH 

Jan 24 - Tusco - Strausburg, OH 

Jan 24 - Hazel Park - Madison Hgts, MI 

Feb 13 - Cherryland - Traverse City, MI 

Feb 21 - Mansfield - Mansfield, OH 

Feb 21 - Livonia - Livonia, MI 

Mar  5 - Cave City - Cave City, KY 

Mar  6 - Crossroads - Kalamazoo, MI 

 

WISHES: It is still early in December, but as we enter this holiday season, Judy and I wish to extend the very best 

wishes for Peace and Prosperity in the coming year. 

 

73, see you on the bands.  

 

Dale Williams, WA8EFK 

Director of ARRL’s  Great Lakes Division 

 

<> 

 

 

https://npota.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act
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ARRL NEWS 
(Provided by ARRL weekly newsletter) 

 

Revamped FCC Website Set to Debut 

The FCC's large-scale website redesign will roll out this month. The switch to the new 

site is set to happen on December 10 at 0100 UTC.  

 

"While the transition to the revamped site is expected to be completed almost instantaneously, there will be an 

ongoing process following this transition that will continue to involve user feedback, fixes by the FCC's 

Information Technology team, and content updates by policy bureaus and offices," the FCC said in a November 24 

Public Notice.  

The FCC said the new website has been designed to provide "better functionality, an improved design, and better 

search ability and navigability." Earlier this year the Commission's IT Department opened a beta-test version of the 

site to gather user comments.  

"Extensive user research revealed how the FCC could improve the website's information architecture to make 

content easier to find," the Public Notice said. The FCC said its new website has been designed to operate on tablet 

and mobile device browsers with the display optimization based upon the device.  

When the new site comes online, the current FCC website will disappear. The FCC said web pages and files that 

have not already migrated to the new site will remain available, however, and existing bookmarks will be 

redirected to the appropriate content on the new site. Read more. 

<> 

 

The Radio Amateur's Workshop Explains Workshop Essentials 

A new ARRL book, The Radio Amateur's Workshop, by Joel R. Hallas, W1ZR, is now 

available from the ARRL Store, ARRL publication dealers, and as an e-book for the 

Amazon Kindle.  

The Radio Amateur's Workshop is your guide to setting up and maintaining an efficient 

at-home laboratory and work station. It describes the tools you'll need for projects 

ranging from assembling electronic kits, to building and testing antennas. Subsequent 

chapters look at a wide variety of workshop test equipment, including an explanation of 

how various instruments can be used to develop, fabricate, and evaluate projects. 

Become part of the do-it-yourself movement. Discover fun and creative ways to use 

radio technology at your workshop today.  

The Radio Amateur's Workshop (ARRL Item No. 0482, ISBN: 978-1-62595-016-1) 

retails for $22.95, special ARRL Member Price $19.95. To order online, visit the ARRL Store or order by phone, 

toll free in the US, (888) 277-5289. 

<> 

 

December ARRL Operating Events Offer the Lows and the Highs 

For veteran contesters and newcomers alike, December offers two of the most popular operating 

events of the fall "contest season" -- The ARRL 160 Meter Contest, December 4-6, and the  

https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DA-15-1351A1.pdf
https://prototype.fcc.gov/
https://prototype.fcc.gov/eform/submit/feedback
http://www.arrl.org/news/revamped-fcc-website-expected-to-debut-on-december-10
http://www.arrl.org/shop/The-Radio-Amateurs-Workshop/
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-publication-dealers
http://amzn.com/B0182SJ1JM
http://www.arrl.org/shop/The-Radio-Amateurs-Workshop/
http://www.arrl.org/shop
http://www.arrl.org/160-meter
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ARRL 10 Meter Contest the following weekend, December 12-13. Both contests offer an opportunity to appreciate 

the diversity and range of the HF bands available.  

Often called "Top Band," 160 meters -- actually a medium-wave band -- is the lowest frequency band currently 

available for contest use. While some Top Band stalwarts will operate day and night on contest weekend, operation 

for this event typically takes place starting at dusk and into the nighttime hours, and it's an all-CW event. This is 

mainly a contest where US and Canadian stations work one another and the rest of the world, because the rules do 

not permit DX-to-DX contacts.  

On this challenging band, it's all about your antenna and teasing desired signals out of the noise. Running 100 W 

into a compromise antenna of a shortened dipole or an inverted L or vertical with just a few radials, you can 

expectto work a number of states, if you put in some effort. High power is also an option. In times of scant 

sunspots, 160 can come alive with signals from other continents. From a low-noise location, it's possible to work 

the world with a wire vertical antenna, such as an inverted L, coupled with radials -- the more the merrier. Separate 

low-noise receiving antennas such as Beverages are popular on this band. Top Band operation can be addicting for 

its combination of challenges, rewards, and variability.  

At the other end of the HF spectrum 10 meters can be a 

"counterpoise" to 160. Most activity will be during the daylight 

hours. The object is for amateurs worldwide to exchange contact 

information with as many stations as possible on 10 meters.  

The band is more likely to be open in high-sunspot years, but 10 

meters can be surprising. Gain antennas for 10 can be built fairly 

easily, since they're relatively small (a 10 meter dipole is on the 

order of 16.5 feet). Building a small Yagi for 10 meters is not 

difficult. If 10 meters is open, signals from around the world can be 

quite strong, and contest contacts are fast and exciting.  

The ARRL 10 Meter Contest encompasses CW and SSB operation 

-- you can operate either one or operate both, which can be a 

wonderful way to avoid mode burnout. Effective use of one good 

10 meter opening during an otherwise closed-band weekend could 

place you among the regional score leaders.  

Both of these events offer a variety of entry categories and power levels, from QRP to legal limit. -- Thanks to The 

ARRL Contest Update/Brian Moran, N9ADG 

<> 

 

WX4NHC Will Be On the Air for SKYWARN Recognition Day on Saturday, December 5 

WX4NHC, the Amateur Radio station at the National Hurricane Center in Miami, will take 

part in SKYWARN Recognition Day (SRD) on Saturday, December 5. The annual on-the-air 

event gets under way at 0000 UTC (Friday, December 4 in US time zones) and concludes at 

2400 UTC. WX4NHC will be active from 1400 UTC until 2300 UTC. The Hurricane Center 

ham station has participated in every SKYWARN Recognition Day since its inauguration 16 

years ago. WX4NHC will take advantage of the event for operator training.  

"We will try to stay on the recognized Hurricane Watch Net frequency of 14.325 MHz most 

of the time and announce when we QSY," said Assistant WX4NHC Coordinator Julio 

Ripoll, WD4R, at the NHC. WX4NHC will also be active on a wide variety of bands and 

modes, from HF through UHF.  Cosponsored by ARRL and the National Weather Service (NWS), SKYWARN  

 

The ARRL Centennial Year W1AW/9 

team in Illinois enjoyed the 2014 ARRL 

160 Meter Contest. L-R: K9NR, K9CS, 

K9GS, WO9S, NV9L, and WB9Z. 

http://www.arrl.org/10-meter
file:///C:/Users/Rick/Documents/ARRL%20News/w4ehw.fiu.edu/
http://www.skywarn.org/
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/hamradio/
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Recognition Day pays tribute to Amateur Radio operators for the vital public service they perform. Registration is 

still open for stations planning to participate from a NWS Forecast Office; a list of NWS participating offices is on 

the NWS SKYWARN Recognition Day web page.  

During SKYWARN Recognition Day amateur stations exchange contact information with as many National 

Weather Service-based stations as possible on SSB, FM, CW, RTTY, and AM on the 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, and 2 

meter bands, as well as 70 centimeters. Repeater contacts are permitted.  

Stations exchange call signs, signal reports, location, and a one- or two-word description of the weather (e.g., 

sunny, partly cloudy, windy, rainy). Procedures are detailed on the NOAA SRD web page.  

The volunteer SKYWARN program comprises nearly 290,000 trained severe weather spotters -- many of them 

radio amateurs -- who identify severe storms and provide NWS forecasters with reports of local weather conditions 

during severe weather events.  

To learn more, visit the SKYWARN Recognition Day website. 

<> 

 

South Sandwich/South Georgia DXpedition Dates Announced: 
 

The Intrepid DX Group has announced its itinerary and operating schedule for its 

January 2016 South Sandwich/South Georgia VP8SGI/VP8STI DXpedition. South 

Sandwich Islands is No 3 on ClubLog's Most Wanted DXCC List; South Georgia 

is No 8. The Intrepid DX Group's Paul Ewing, N6PSE, said the team expects to 

arrive at South Sandwich on January 17, depending on weather and sea conditions. 

The team will spend 10 days on South Sandwich, operating as VP8STI before 

sailing to South Georgia Island to start operations as VP8SGI about February 1. "Our main priority is to make a 

great impact to the need for South Sandwich contacts, and we will sacrifice our time at South Georgia to ensure 

that we make that impact from South Sandwich," Ewing said. -- Thanks to the Intrepid DX Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/hamradio/participating_offices.php
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/hamradio/opsprocedures.php
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/hamradio/
http://www.intrepid-dx.com/vp8
http://www.clublog.org/mostwanted.php
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Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

