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Here we see the spectacular cosmic pairing of the star Hen 2-427 — more commonly known as WR 124 — and the 

nebula M1-67 which surrounds it. Both objects, captured here by the NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope are 

found in the constellation of Sagittarius and lie 15,000 light-years away. 
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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

 
Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the clubhouse. 

 

 
 

Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

 

 

 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.76 Repeater with 123Hz 

tone Tuesday at 7:30 PM 

Alt frequency 147.24 MHz 

Thursday Night Radio Night 
Radio night is every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

(except the first Thursday which is the club 

monthly meeting).  Work a little HF, maybe 

build something?  How about a hot cup of 

coffee.  We’ll have them all waiting for you. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

-  

ARRL Membership 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 
OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

VE Test: 

VE test sessions on 3rd Thursday at 7 pm. Call Robert 

Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-1901). For more details go 

to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Free Swap and Sell 
If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS 
                     

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  

 
  

 

2015  Officers 
 

President: 
Rob Ruffner, KD8DXC  

 

Vice President: 

Paul Flaut, KB8CMW 

 

Treasurer: 

Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 

Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Trustee: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 

John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Education: 

Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Activities Managers 

Sandy Snider, KD8FTX 

Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

 

Public Relations: 

Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Web Master: 
John, K9ULO & Carol Dolske 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:30 p.m., Rob, KD8DXC called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

There were two applications for first review:  Thomas J O’Dell, AB8SJ and Charles E Karnes, KE4BFO , and one 

for second review, Bettina L Lorenz, KE8BJY. 

 

Officer Reports 

 
Secretary Report:  Mary Travis, KD8EEI  

Minutes of the July meeting were posted in the Ragchewer.  Adam, KE8AFP made a motion to accept the minutes, 

seconded by Paul, KB8CMW.   All were in favor.   
 

Roll call taken tonight: 24 members in attendance with two guests, Thomas O’Dell and Luke Hamlin. 

Adam KE8AFP John KD8EEK 

Allen KB8JLG John W8OF 

Brent KD8MGR Larry KB8AHK 

Candy KC8NQG Mary KD8EEI 

Carolyn KE8AFM Paul KB8CMW 

Dave WB9PXH Paul KE8ATT 

Dennis KB8WR Ray KD8WHY 

Ed WD8PGO Rob KD8DXC 

Gary W8GTS Robert KC8PSW 

Greg KD8SSJ Rodd KE8AMC 

Jack AE8P Steve KD8JLA 

Jim KB8TRL Wayne KD8MGO 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, Sr., WD8PGO  

Ed gave the treasurer’s report and Adam, KE8AFP made a motion to accept the report, seconded by Paul, 

KB8CMW.  All were in favor.   
 

VP Report:  Paul Flautt, KB8CMW 

No report  
 

Trustee Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John gave a demonstration on how the new Yaesu DR-1X Digital Repeater, FT2DR and FT1DR handhelds 

work.  The club gives Steve, KD8JLA a big thank you for coordinating and getting the funds to procure this 

repeater and two handheld radios to be utilized with this new repeater.    
 

Committee Reports 

 
Webmaster:  John (K9ULO) & Carol Dolske 

No report.  Ralph gave us the last report on John’s health and hopefully he will be soon moved to Columbus so 

he can do his therapy closer to home.  We all send our very best for a full recovery to John. 
 

Chairman Educational Committee: Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

Robert reported 2 tests were administered in July and they passed.  Next testing session will be August 20
th
 at 

7:00 p.m. at the clubhouse 2
nd

 floor.  Robert also said he has the new General book which was effective July 1
st
. 

 

 

 

August 6, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
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Monday Night Net 

8/10/15 Rob Ruffner, KD8DXC 

8/17/15 Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

8/24/15 John Lawson, W8AGS 

8/31/15 John Lawson, W8AGS 

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

No report. 
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 

Ed reported the ARES meeting will be Aug 18
th

 at 7 p.m. at EMA office.   

Ed also thanked the volunteers who worked Tour de Cause and the Lancaster Festival. 
 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

No report. 
 

Station Engineer:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

No report. 
 

Activities Co-Managers: Sandy Snider, KD8FTX and Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

No report. 
 

 Old Business:  
The pizza fund jar was passed around for collection for next week radio night, August 13

th
 when pizza will be 

supplied.  Those who eat should pay $5 per person for pizza. 

 

New Business: 
 

Rob asked for a show of hands approving Bettina Lorenz, KE8BJY for membership.  All were in favor. 

 

Ed, WD8PGO stated he needed a couple more workers for the Sweet Corn Festival that is Sept. 2
nd

.  If anyone 

can help, please contact Ed. 

 

Paul, KB8CMW made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Gary, W8GTS.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   

 
 

Mary Travis, KD8EEI,  

Secretary 

 

<> 

Rockwell Collins to End Mechanical Filter Production 

As more and more communications equipment designs have adopted digital signal processing techniques, 

Rockwell Collins has announced that it will stop manufacturing its renowned mechanical filters. It did not provide 

a specific date.  

"Over the past several years, we have seen a dramatic reduction in demand 

for narrowband analog filters," the company said on its website. "Due to 

this and other economic reasons, [Rockwell Collins] Filter Products will be 

discontinuing its mechanical filter products in the near future."  

Rockwell Collins makes two different types of mechanical filters, many of 

which have found their way into Amateur Radio products and applications. 

In a mechanical filter, input and output transducers convert the electrical 

signal to and from resonant mechanical vibrations, respectively.  

https://www.rockwellcollins.com/
https://www.rockwellcollins.com/Capabilities_and_Markets/More/Rockwell_Collins_Filters.aspx
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Collins has made mechanical filters for more than 6 decades, and their initial application was in telephone circuits. 

The filters gained favor for Amateur Radio use because of their excellent selectivity, especially in IF applications. 

It is said to take about 12 weeks to manufacture a single unit. Read more. -- Thanks to Mike Morris, WA6ILQ; 

Rockwell Collins and the ARRL weekly newsletter. 

<> 

WA8KFB ESTATE LIST-By the end of this week, those of you requesting a list of the remaining ham 

radio and test equipment belonging to the late Paul Levo, WA8KFB, should have the list in your hands.  If you would 
like a copy, e-mail jlevo@cinci.rr.com.  Additionally, a number of ARRL Handbooks as well as a variety of coax 
connections (100's) are available. This is from the Hillsboro club. 
 

<> 

OHIO QSO PARTY-Don't forget this Saturday is the Ohio QSO Party.  Contacts with Southern Ohio 

counties are like rare DX.  Find a frequency, call CQ and wait for the pile-up.  www.ohqp.org for information. 

<> 
The Lancaster Fairfield County ARC will hold their annual swap meet in the club's parking lot in Lancaster on Saturday, September 12.  It 
gets underway at 8 am and concludes at 10.  It's always a fun time to see who has what to sell or trade.  Information can be found on the 
www.k8qik.org web site. 
 

<> 

The Ohio Section Website 

 

>> Please take note that we now have the Ohio Section Journal in a format where we can include pictures, graphs 

and all kinds of neat items that you won't see in the text version. Please, I want to encourage ALL of you to go to 

http://arrl-ohio.org/sm/Section_News.html to get this more enriched version of the OSJ.. << 

Jim Yoder W8ERW 
w8erw@arrl.net 

 

How about an Amateur Radio Cruise-In? The Portage County ARS (PCARS), has been doing this for several years 

now, and it’s absolutely not what you think it is. It always seems to be well attended. Cars are judged on such 

categories as “Best Mobile Installation”, and best DX from a mobile during the cruise-in. 

Soon after you read this, we’ll have the Ohio QSO Party, and then the Ohio State Parks On The Air contest. I 

know, I can hear you grumbling. “There he goes, trying to make us into contesters again”. But, these are both fun 

contests, not cutthroat, and perfect excuses for a club social event. Throw in a few pizzas, maybe a bonfire, and 

before long, you won’t care how many contacts you did, or didn’t make. 

John Myers, KD8MQ - ACC 

kd8mq@arrl.net 

 

 

The weekend of October 3 and 4 is the national Simulated Emergency Test by ARRL. Ohio was number 3 in 

points last year, and we hope to do more this year! Our exercise will center on a “Grid-down” power outage 

that affects the eastern U.S. We hope you will be able to flesh this out into a really large, effective event! We’ll 

activate and deploy (re-read your OSERP!) and then begin dealing with message traffic that might be seen in such 

a disastrous event. I will be emailing a more detailed account (minus the curve-balls which will be thrown!) so you 

can ready your groups! To give you the riveting, scary truth behind this event, check the Ohio ARRL website for a 

video. This is REAL information that you might find disturbing. Remember that feeling going into October. 

http://www.arrl.org/news/rockwell-collins-to-end-mechanical-filter-production
http://www.k8qik.org/
http://arrl-ohio.org/sm/Section_News.html
mailto:w8erw@arrl.net
mailto:kd8mq@arrl.net
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Don’t forget your county can file its own S.E.T. any time. I know several counties (such as Licking and Dayton 

Metro) have had huge exercises, so feel free to make use. But, I hope you’ll participate October 3 because this is 

about as real a threat as it gets! 

 

As always- thank you for everything you do! Let’s keep the enthusiasm going - and PLEASE consider registering 

as an ARESMAT operator!! 

Stan Broadway, N8BHL 

broadways@standi.com 

 

I had the pleasure of attending the Columbus Hamfest / Great Lakes Division Convention hosted by the Voice of 

Aladdin (VOA) Amateur Radio Club (W8FEZ) at the Aladdin Shrine Center 3850 Stelzer Road Columbus. 

It is my understanding that Amateur Radio was the last activity and demolition has begun. 

However, in this case the end of one era is the beginning of another. A new Shrine Center has been procured and 

renovations are taking place. Watch for updates as this project move toward the 2016 Columbus Hamfest 

/ Great Lakes Division Convention. 

Fritz Tender, WD8E - Assistant Section Manager (Central) 

wd8e@arrl.net 

<> 

 

TORNADO AWARENESS CLASS-   A Tornado Awareness Class will be held in 

Columbus on October 16-17.  There are 30 seats available each day.  Contact is Pam Tickle, 614-794-
0213 or pktickle@franklincountyohio.gov. 

 
<> 

 

System Fusion Yaesu 
 
 
 

On Wednesday August 19, 2015 a crew of club members installed the antenna for the new 
System Fusion Repeater on 146.70 MHz with PL of 94.8 hz. We also installed the new repeater. It 
is working great at our Water Works Hill repeater site! 
 
Currently the 146.70 repeater at FMC has been temporarily turned off while we move the Echo 
Link and NOWA Weather Radio to the new System Fusion repeater. Once completed the old 
repeater will be available for use as a backup and for auto-patch calls. More on this later after 
the transition has been completed. 
 
Currently if you have been using the ARES 146.70 repeater you need not do anything to your 
equipment to use the new system fusion repeater. It is set up on 146.70 with the old PL of 94.8 
hz. It is in-service for your use.  
 

mailto:broadways@standi.com
mailto:wd8e@arrl.net
mailto:pktickle@franklincountyohio.gov
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Also remember the new fusion repeater will accept analog FM as well as C4FM digital formats. 
What mode you talk into the repeater is exactly how it is repeated back out. Currently most 
stations are analog FM. These stations using the new repeater will not see any changes other 
than a female voice identifier and NO RESET BEEPS. 
 
To learn more about C4FM and the System Fusion System see Yaesu.com for more information. 
 
I will send out an email to all members after the changeover from the old repeater to the new 
one has been 100% completed. 
 
John Hilliard, W8OF 
K8QIK Station Engineer 
 

Below are some pictures taken at the Water Works antenna site while John, W8OF, and crew are working. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

yaesu.com
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Pictures 
taken by 
Greg, 
KD8SSJ 
and 
Steve, 
KD8JLA 
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+++ SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT +++ 

  

Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC will have their annual swap-

meet September 12, 2015 from 8 am to 10 am (or so) at our club 
parking lot. Directions can be found on our web site 

www.k8qik.org .........Come one; come all and bring lots of 

things to trade or sell. It's always a fun time. If you need 
anything you can contact one of the officers found on the web 

site.  See you all there.  
 

<> 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The fires in the western 
states are Bad out there. 

Most cell phones not getting 
thru. 

Hams are on the air. 

May we offer prayers for the 
families of the three killed 

and those injured, badly 

burned. 

 
 

This is Neal in the center 

I received a news flash from Carol on August 18
th

. It looks like John, K9ULO,  is 

progressing  quite well and will be home soon. He was told that he will be discharged 

sometime this Thursday; headed straight home for some home  health care + physical 

therapy. He has been walking, stair- climbing, kicking with a soccer ball today.  Carol said 

"He's past ready to spring out of here!"        

          

  
      

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
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Well that’s about all for this month. Hope you get some use out of the 

articles and have been inspired to participate more in all of the club 

activities. We could use your services with the Monday night net on 

147.03 (tone 71.9MHz). Don’t forget to check for Special Events going 

on. Look at your club’s web site often for up to date info; 

www.k8qik.org . Stay Safe and get on the air. HAM RADIO IS A 

CONTACT SPORT, so get busy. 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

