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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the clubhouse. 

 

Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

Repeater: 

53.09 MHz (-1) - pl 71.9 Hz – 

(Linked to 443.875 MHz ) 

 

Repeater: 
147.03 MHz (+) - pl 71.9 Hz 

146.70 MHz (-) - pl 94.8 Hz 

443.875 MHz (+5 ) - pl 71.9 Hz 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+6) 

146.70 MHz (-6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.76 Repeater with 123Hz 

tone Tuesday at 7:30 PM 

Alt frequency 147.24 MHz 

Thursday Night Radio Night 
Radio night has been suspended until we get 

someone to volunteer to open the clubhouse on 

Thursday evenings. 

 

ARRL Membership 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
 

VE TESTING 

VE testing sessions will be scheduled on the 3rd Thursday 

of the month at 6:00 PM at the club house.  Call Robert - 

KC8PSW at (614) 323-1901 or email him at 

rnorthrup@columbus.rr.com for information or to 

schedule your test. Please review testing requirements at 
www.k8qik.org before scheduling your exam. 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 

HAMFESTS 
                     

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

  Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  

 

2014  Officers 
 

President: 
Rob Ruffner, KD8DXC 

 

Vice President: 
Paul Flaut, KB8CMW 

 

Treasurer: 
Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Education: 
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 
 

Activities Managers 
Sandy Snider, KD8FTX 
Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

 

Public Relations: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 
 

Web Master: 
John, K9ULO & Carol Dolske 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

w 
 

Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rnorthrup@columbus.rr.com
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:30 p.m., Rob, KD8DXC, called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

There were no applications to review. 

Officer Reports 

 

Secretary Report:  Mary Travis, KD8EEI  

Minutes of the November meeting were posted in the Ragchewer.  Ralph, W8BVH made a motion to accept the 

minutes, seconded by Paul, KB8CMW.  All were in favor.   
 

Roll call taken tonight: 22 members in attendance with no guests. 

Adam KD8VHS John W8OF 

Brent KD8MGR Karl N2AFV 

Charlie N8KZN Mary KD8EEI 

Connie N8LPC Paul KD8CMW 

Dennis KB8WR Ralph W8BVH 

Gary W8GTS Ray KD8WHY 

George KB8USP Rob KD8DXC 

Greg KD8SSJ Robert KC8PSW 

Jack AE8P Steve KD8JLA 

Jim KD8TRL Scott WD8IXO 

John K9ULO Wayne KD8MGO 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, Sr., WD8PGO  

George, KB8USP gave treasurer’s report and Ralph, W8BVH made a motion to accept the report, seconded by 

Ray, KD8WHY.  All were in favor. 
 

VP Report:  Paul Flautt, KB8CMW 

No report. 
 

Trustee Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John advised that the club had received an older UHF repeater with very few hours of usage and he would like 

to put in operation and replace the very old repeater on waterworks hill.  He advised it would cost about $95.40 to 

purchase crystals needed.  Robert, KC8PSW made a motion to spend up to $100 for the items needed for this 

repeater, seconded by Ray, KD8WHY.  All were in favor. 
 

Committee Reports 

Webmaster:  John (K9ULO) & Carol Dolske 

John, K9ULO stated he had worked with Robert, KC8PSW to get information on website regarding the testing 

sessions. 
 

Chairman Educational Committee: Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

Robert reported 3 people tested in November ( 2 passed Technicians and 1 as Extra.  The next testing session 

will be Sat., December 13
th
 at 9 a.m. and one is scheduled for December 18

th
 at 6 p.m. 

 

Monday Night Net 

12/8 Brent Ludwick, KD8MGR 

12/15 Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

12/22 John Dolske, K9ULO 

12/29 John Lawson, W8AGS 

1/5/15 Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

December 4, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
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Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

No report but Rob thanked Ralph for doing a great job.   
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 

George reported there will be an ARES meeting on January 20, 2015 at 7 p.m. at the EMA office.  John, 

W8OF will be doing training on Fldigi (anyone who is interested in this training may attend). 
 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

No report. 
 

Station Engineer:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

 No report. 
 

Activities Co-Managers: Sandy Snider, KD8FTX and Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

Christmas Party will be held Dec. 13
th
 at 6 p.m. at Golden Corral.  Member and one guest.  Donation will be 

collected for gratuity.  

 

Old Business 

 

      Charlie thanked everyone for working the parade even with the bad weather we had.  Charlie also stated he was 

given a $100 check from the parade committee for our assistance. 

 

Mary reported that she has been in contact with Kroger representative to have the July 2014 check reissued 

since we did not receive this check.  The account mailing address has been changed to the post office box and 

George already received the 3
rd

 quarter. 
 

New Business 

 

Charlie made a motion that our next meeting be held on January 8
th

 since our meeting night falls on New 

Year’s, seconded by Brent.  All were in favor. 
 

Charlie reported that there would be no food in December since the Christmas party is Dec 13
th

.   

 

Mary, KD8EEI explained Amazon smile program for 501C3 organizations where they give 0.5% of qualified 

purchases on Amazon.  Everyone was in favor of Mary signing the club up for this program.  Mary will send out 

how to sign up once she has it set up. 

 

 Ralph, W8BVH made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Gary, W8GTS.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  

Respecfully submitted, 

Mary Travis, KD8EEI, 

Secretary 

 

<> 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Even if you've seen this before, watch it as a reminder. 

              This could save your life.  Please watch this video and forward to everybody on your 

contact list.   

              https://www.youtube.com/embed/CnVDayI-gwI?feature=player_detailpage 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/CnVDayI-gwI?feature=player_detailpage


 5 

 

 

 

 

Musings of an Old Soldier 

(Unabridged) 
 
 

63rd General Hospital, Cheltenham, England, December 1944 
 

It was Christmas week 1944, I had been issued a Hospital uniform, maroon shirt with US Army 

MD on the left chest. The shot-up bunch of veterans in the Quanset Hut ward translated this as, 

“U.S. Army, Many Die instead of Medical Department”. Weird  humor? 

 I was shot in the head by a German sniper on 11 November 1944 and wasn’t allowed out of 

bed until just a week before this……severe concussion ect. 

 Our neuro-ward was inhabited by GI’s with severed nerves in their arms and legs, faces 

with forehead and cheekbone missing, giving a strange look to their faces, all waiting for the 

‘tinsmith’ to shape the titanium devices that would be inserted to make them look human again. 

 One day a ‘Grey Lady’ (Red Cross volunteer) popped into the ward with a bundle of 

construction paper, scissors, paste and cellophane tape. She announced: “We are having 

competition among the various wards for the best decorated ward for the Christmas holidays, we 

have wonderful prizes that will surprise you..” With that, she left. 

 Nobody moved a muscle….these were combat veterans of Normandy, St.Lo and other 

battles. Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star, Bronze Star and of course Purple Heart 

recipients, they weren’t in the mood to decorate a Quonset hut. 

 I was the youngest guy there, only out school for a year, so I had to play the  rah, rah dude 

to get them stirred up and working. 

 Soon they got into the spirit of the thing and were making red and green paper chains which 

they strung all over the ward….with the aid of a roll of adhesive tape we swiped from the nurses 

station….cellophane tape of the era was hard to work with and didn’t stick worth a damn.  

 I made templates of a candlestick holder, candles with wax dripping down the side and the 

pattern of flame. I made the templates in a couple of sizes. Soon I had these tough old combat 

people cutting and pasting and we had green candle sticks with red candles and yellow flames 

stuck all over the ward. 

 Christmas day arrived and the ‘Grey Lady’ appeared with a couple of helpers carrying two 

large cardboard cartons and a wooden crate with the most beautiful oranges I had ever seen. The 

boxes contained Red Delicious apples. Huge dark red apples from the state of Washington, when 

someone would bite into one, you could smell it the length of the ward. Aside: The war wasn’t 

over, the Battle of the Bulge was going on and we couldn’t fathom how they had room to ship this 

fruit along with all the ammunition and war supplies that were on ships dodging submarine 

‘Wolfpacks’ to get the materials to England. The apples were perfect, no bruises or 

imperfections….a miracle. 

  

 

Last week we celebrated Pearl Harbor Day on December 7th.  Neal Burdette was kind enough to share a copy of his 

Christmas article that he wrote when he was in the hospital in England. I thought it was fitting to insert it here. What a nice 

Christmas gift to us. 
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 While we were enjoying ourselves, Nurse Kelly appeared and announced,” We are going to 

have visitors, straighten things up so the ward doesn’t look like a pigpen.” We all answered “Yes 

Maam!” Nurse Kelly was a First Lieutenant in the United States Army and at times, we treated her 

as such.. other times we just called her Kelly. 

 After a short time, our visitors appeared. A Squadron Commander from the Royal Air 

Force, with his wife. They had come to thank us for our sacrifices in defense of their  country , 

Strange! 

 The commander was standing on two artificial legs and walked with the aid of Canadian 

crutches….and he was thanking us for our sacrifices? 

 We talked for a while and Roberts, a vet from “The Big Red One” 1
st
 Infantry Division, 

whispered to me..” tinhead, don’t you think we should share our prize with these people”. We 

called each other “Tinhead” for obvious reasons.. I heartily agreed and Nurse Kelley found us a 

blood plasma box to hold our gift. Nothing was ever thrown away if it could be used for 

something and blood plasma boxes were premium items. Each patient had one of these boxes to 

hold his personal items….sort of a mini footlocker. 

 We stuffed the box and lid with as many apples and oranges we could get in it. 

 I presented the box to our visitors and got an immediate response: they both broke down 

and cried like babies. There wasn’t a dry eye in the ward….It was the best Christmas I’ve ever 

had!! 
 

Note: Our visitors hadn’t seen any, or little, fresh fruit since 1939 when the war started. 

 
This story was provided by the author and with his permission….Neal W. (Bur) Burdette, W8BUR of Company C/ 
101st Infantry Regimental Combat Team/ 26th "Yankee" Division/ Patton's Third Army.  (He was a PFC at the 
time this took place but ended up as Platoon Sergeant, 166th Infantry Ohio National Guard, 10 years 8 months 15 
days.  

 

 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 
After reading Bur’s article and talking to him on different occasions, I realized that this 

Christmas is so special because I can hear the message that was told to us over and over as 

children. Christmas is the day celebrated by Christians around the world as the birthday of 

Christ. As our forefathers who founded the U.S. Constitution were God fearing people we 

should also be free to recognize Christmas for what it is. Our families that have served and 

died in the military fought to have the freedom to celebrate Christmas for what it is as well 

as other days without having to follow a political correct scheme devised by some political 

group. 

 

May all of you have a Merry Christmas and a very enjoyable New Year…………. 
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-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*  

 

01/18/2015 | S.C.A.R.F Hamfest  

Location: Nelsonville, OH 

Sponsor: Sunday Creek Amateur Radio Federation  

Website: http://www.scarfarc.com     
<> 

Ohio ham clubs-Ever wonder how many ham clubs there are in Ohio?  According to Ohio 

Section Manager Scott Yonally, N8SY, he believes there are only around 70 registered with 

the ARRL. However he thinks there are a good number more unregistered ones.  Clubs are 
urged to check the information listed on the ARRL club site to assure it is up-to-date. 
 

10 Meter Contest-The 2014 ARRL 10 Meter Contest is this coming weekend.  It runs from 

00:00 UTC Saturday, December 13 until 23:59 UTC Sunday, December 14.  This is a 
contest that anybody with any class of ham ticket can participate.  If the band is open, it 

does not take a super station, big power and a gigantic antenna to make a lot of contacts. 

 This band can surprise you.! www.arrl.org/10-meter for more information. 
 

New FCC Rules 
By Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

The FCC now offers partial credit for expired General, Advanced or Extra Amateur Radio 

licenses. A license that has expired and gone beyond the two year grace period will be 

canceled in the FCC system. The licensee will not automatically qualify for a new license. 

At a minimum, previous license holders must take the current 35-question Technician 

exam at a VE exam session to return to Amateur Radio. The FCC will issue a new call sign 

and a new license when the Technician exam is passed. If an applicant held a General or 

Advanced license, and has proof, the FCC will afford credit for the General (Element 3) 

written exam only. If an applicant held an Extra license, and has proof, the FCC will afford 

credit for the General (Element 3) and Extra (Element 4) written exams. At VE exam 

sessions, it is the applicant (not the VEs or coordinating VEC) who are responsible for 

supplying the evidence of holding valid expired license credit. 

An easy no hassle way to donate money to LFCARC if you order items online with Amazon.com.  Attached is a pdf with the 

instructions of how to sign up for this program.  Amazon will donate 0.5% if eligible purchases to  participating 501c3 

organizations. You must spell out Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (cannot use abbreviation). See the 

attached PDF file that is sent with this newsletter. 

 

If you need assistance setting this up, please contact Mary, KD8EEI, at 740 687-1985.  We thank you for your support. 

 

http://www.arrl.org/10-meter
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Straight Key Night-If football and parades are not your way to celebrate the new year, 
you can return to the days of yesteryear on New Year's Day, January 1, from 00:00 UTC to 

23:59 UTC by participating in the annual ARRL Straight Key Night.  So dig out that old J-

38, get on the air and make some CW contacts.  www.arrl.org/straight-key-night for rules 

and forms. 

<> 
 

Financial Woes Reported at Dayton Hamvention
Â®

 Venue, Hara Arena 

Hara Arena -- for many years the home of Dayton Hamvention
Â®

 -- is facing some financial issues and has cut 

back on its full-time staff to save money, according to a WDTN-TV "2 News" account. The Dayton TV station 

reported on December 2 that the Trotwood, Ohio complex now has a full-time staff of only 12 employees. Karen 

Wampler, Hara's Director of Marketing, told the TV station that it's difficult for Hara Arena to compete with other 

Miami Valley venues, such as the Nutter Center at Wright State University, but she hinted at a positive 

announcement next year.  

"As taxpayers, we're competing against facilities that are subsidized by 

tax dollars, and because of that, we are struggling to compete," Wampler 

said. "The primary challenges are that we need renovation dollars, and 

the ownership model needs to be changed." The Wampler family has 

owned and operated Hara Arena since its humble origins in the 1950s, 

when Wampler Ballarena -- then a dance hall, now an exhibit hall 

familiar to Hamvention visitors -- was built in what had been a family-

owned orchard. Hara Arena has since expanded to a 165,000-square-foot, 

six-building complex.  

Last year Hara Arena hosted 239 events, including Hamvention, 

generating an estimated $34 million in community revenue. Wampler 

told 2 NEWS that the arena is working with a company called 

VenuWorks, which specializes in restoring event venues, and she 

anticipated some "very, very, good news in 2015."  

Hara Arena has hosted everyone from The Rolling Stones and Kid Rock to President George W. Bush over the 

years. It is home to the Dayton Demonz hockey team.  

"There's a lot of history," Wampler said.  

Last year, Dayton Hamvention, sponsored by the Dayton Amateur Radio Association, attracted nearly 25,000 

visitors. 

<> 
 Geminid Meteor Shower to Peak December 13-14: Earth is moving deeper into the debris stream of rock 

comet 3200 Phaethon, source of the annual Geminid meteor shower. The Canadian Meteor Orbit Radar 

(CMOR) has been monitoring a "hot spot" in the sky where Geminid meteoroids are hitting Earth's 

atmosphere at 78,000 MPH. Visibility will improve in the nights ahead as the Moon wanes and Earth 

moves deeper into the Geminid debris stream. Forecasters expect the shower to peak on December 13-14, 

with as many as 120 meteors per hour. The best time to look is between midnight and dawn on Saturday 

and Sunday. -- Thanks to Spaceweather.com 

 

Hara Arena in Trotwood, Ohio, has 

been the home of the Dayton 

Hamvention for decades. 

http://www.arrl.org/straight-key-night
http://www.haracomplex.com/
http://www.hamvention.org/
http://wdtn.com/2014/12/02/layoffs-at-hara-arena-struggling-to-stay-afloat/
http://venuworks.com/
http://science.nasa.gov/science-news/science-at-nasa/2013/27nov_rockcomet/
http://science.nasa.gov/science-news/science-at-nasa/2013/27nov_rockcomet/
http://meteor.uwo.ca/research/radar/cmor_intro.html
http://www.spaceweather.com/
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Well that’s about all for this month. Hope you get some use out of the articles and have 

been inspired to participate more in all of the club activities. We could use your services 

with the Monday night net. Don’t forget to check for Special Events going on.  Look at 

your club’s web site often for up to date info; www.k8qik.org. Stay Safe and get on the 

air. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
     

 
 

 

 
I shot my first Turkey yesterday. Scared the crap outta everyone in the frozen food 
section. It is awesome! Getting old is so much fun. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC 
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

