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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

 
Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the clubhouse. 

 

 
 

Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

 

 

 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

 
 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.76 Repeater with 123Hz 

tone Tuesday at 7:30 PM 

Alt frequency 147.24 MHz 

Thursday Night Radio Night 
Radio night is every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

(except the first Thursday which is the club 

monthly meeting).  Work a little HF, maybe 

build something?  How about a hot cup of 

coffee.  We’ll have them all waiting for you. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

-  

ARRL Membership 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 
OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

VE Test: 

VE test sessions are no longer scheduled. Call Allen 

KB8JLG (740) 654 – 8167 for details/or to schedule one. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

-  

Free Swap and Sell 
If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 
sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

 

HAMFESTS 
                     

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  

 
  

 

2012-2013 Officers 
 

President: 
Charlie Snoke, N8KZN 

 

Vice President: 
Mark White, KD8IMT 

 

Treasurer: 
Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Education: 
Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 
  

Activities Managers 
Sandy Snider, KD8FTX 
Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

 

Public Relations: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 
 

Web Master: 
John, K9ULO & Carol Dolske 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

w 
 

Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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There was no monthly club meeting in July---------- 

 

<> 

 

Don’t forget to check out the Scioto Valley Amateur Radio Club information… 
Scioto Valley Amateur Radio Club 

Waverly, OH 
Website: www.qsl.net/w8bap/SVARC.html/ 

Newsletters: www.w8bapdstar.info/library/SVARC%20News 
 

 

<> 

 

FIELD DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        July , 2013 Meeting Minutes 

Charlie, N8KZN * Steve, WA8HIO * David, WB9PX Isaac, KD8SYM * Charlie, N8KZN * Steve, WA8HIO 

* John, W8OF * Paul, KD8DD 

http://www.qsl.net/w8bap/SVARC.html/
http://www.w8bapdstar.info/library/SVARC%20News/


 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a fair amount of help with the setup. It was hot but I think everyone enjoyed themselves. We had a 

motorhome from EMA, a rear load enclosed trailer from the Fairfield Medical Center and a fly tent. We operated 4 

stations with poor band conditions and a bit short of help after 12:00 midnight. The cookout was a complete 

success. After all of that work setting up the stations, food and drink was very welcome. If you didn’t get to this 

one you’ll want to make it next year. 

<> 

NEWSLETTER AWARD 

 

Great Lakes Division of the ARRL recently had a comptetion for club newsletter award.  We submitted our entries 

and recently received information from the Division of the 3 winners. They are: #1 The RadioGram Portage 

County Amateur Radio Society. #2 Q-Fiver. OH-KY-IN Amateur Radio Society. #3 Cara Communicator 

Cambridge Amateur Radio Assoc. I guess I’ll have to work a bit harder. Ha-ha 

Isaac, KD8SYM helping with the sign. 

Getting ready to put up John’s, K9ULO dual dipole. 

Finishing the setup of John, K9ULO’s dual dipole. 

Isaad, KD8SYM, * John, K9ULO *  Charlie, 

N8KZN and Steve, WA8HIO 
A visit from Lancaster Police Dept. Capt. Dan 

Patten with Rob, KD8DXC and Ralph, W8BVH. 
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THE ORIGINAL 13 COLONIES CONTEST 
The 4th of July weekend the Original 13 Colonies special contest sure is a fun event! After being off the air for a month while I relocated 

my shack, I hooked up my inverted vee Saturday morning and discovered that the 13 Colonies event was going on. 

 

I managed to work all 13 plus the bonus station relatively easy by the afternoon with my Softrock SDR/Mobo 4.3 to a 50w amp, so I 

decided to try it QRP – without the 50w amp. 

 

Thank goodness I managed to work 11 of the colony stations prior to the solar flare on Sunday! It took me most of the day to work the last 

two for a QRP clean sweep. 
 

BTW - if you ask, in the past the event coordinator will put a QRP sticker on your 13 Colonies certificate. 

 

72 

Fred 

WA8PGE 

<> 

What is the proper CW calling 

procedure? 
by Dan KB6NU 

 

I’m no longer going to respond to stations that reply to my CQs with only their callsigns, esp if they send it only 

once. 

What brought this on was a very short QSO I had yesterday on 30m. I called CQ on 10115, sending “CQ” four 

times and my call three times, and someone replied with just his callsign, as if this were a contest. In contest mode, 

this is an appropriate reply, but not on 30m on a weekday evening. 

I should have know better than to acknowledge the call, but I did, giving him a signal report, my name, and QTH. 

His reply was a curt, “599 73.” What a waste of time that was! This is not the first time this has happened, and it 

was equally disappointing then, too. As a result, I’ve decided that I’m just not going to reply to stations that answer 

my CQs with only their callsigns. If you can’t take the time to at least give me a real signal report, your name, and 

your QTH, don’t bother answering my CQ. 

My tweet prompted several replies about what is the proper operating procedure. In my not so  humble opinion, 

you should, at the very least, send the other station’s callsign at least once and your callsign at least twice: 

KB6NU DE W1ABC W1ABC 

This lets the other operator know that you’re calling him, and gives him two chances to get your call right. I’ll go 

even further to say that you should do this only when band conditions are really good, the ham at the other end 

seems like a skilled operator, and it’s armchair copy both ways. 

When band conditions are marginal or noisy, send the other station’s callsign at least twice, and your callsign two 

or three times. This is not that hard to do, makes things a lot easier for less-skilled operators, and will help you 

avoid repeats or miscopied calls. 

 

http://www.kb6nu.com/author/dan-kb6nu/
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The End of Dot and Dash? 

By: Jeff Nilsson 

 

It’s the end of an era—and for once that 

cliché is appropriate. On Sunday, July 14, 

2013, a communications worker in India 

will transmit the last commercial 

telegram.  

Thus ends an epoch that began 169 years 

ago, on May 24, 1844, when American 

inventor Samuel Morse sent the first 

telegram from Washington, D.C., to 

Baltimore. You may remember that the 

words of that momentous first telegram 

were taken from Numbers 23:23, “What 

hath God wrought.” The first words sent 

over a commercial telegraph line were not 

quite so reverent.                                        Samuel Morse’s original 1837 automatic telegraph receiver. Photo courtesy Cliff. 

That line was strung between Lancaster and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, by a company under the direction of 

Morse’s associate, Henry O’Reilly. A few years later, the Post published an account of the telegraph’s early 

construction: 

Magnetic Telegraph 

August 5, 1849 

Gen. Moorhead, President of Atlantic & Ohio Telegraph Co. 

We were looked upon as denizens of another world, come to break the quiet, honest industry, and sobriety 

of Pennsylvania. Then it was mooted abroad that a pigeon had been killed on the wires, that birds had been 

found dead underneath it, explosions had been heard in the office, and a humming sound had been heard at 

midnight from the poles as if some divinity held converse with the winds at that lone hour, and the terror 

increased. 

One frightened matron, it was said, fenced a pole carefully, to keep her cow from the contagious touch that 

would spoil her milk and bewitch her head. Others carefully watched in the distance to see the developments 

of this last iniquity … 

The first foot of wire was erected on a fine, star-lit morning, upon a pole adjoining the outer bridge at 

Lancaster, the 10th of November 1846 and kept moving on until the evening of Thanksgiving Day. With the 

snow blowing piteously through the almost naked streets of Harrisburg, four hungry, dirty, unkempt, and 

unshaven men [stood] near the railroad depot, with an empty reel and wearied hands, hitching the last 

thread of the mystic line to the post opposite its destined termination.  

On New Year’s Day, 1847, O’Reilly was ready to send his historic first telegram. Its message, now captured 

on a historic marker beside a Pennsylvania highway, read, “Why don’t you write, you rascals?” 

http://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/author/jnilsson
http://www.flickr.com/photos/28567825@N03/3407786186
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Roadside marker in Pennsylvania commemorating first commercial 

telegraph message. 

It may not be easy for us to comprehend the miraculous impact of 

the telegraph on the world of the 1840s. It could spread news in 

minutes that previously would have taken weeks or even months to 

reach the villages and towns along America’s frontier. As early as 

1846, historian Donald S. Frazier writes, “The implications [of the 

telegraph] for the U.S.-Mexican War were profound. … News from 

the front arrived in just a few days, and politicians and generals 

alike could react rapidly to changing circumstances. The public kept 

abreast of news and supported the war to a greater or lesser degree 

based on the latest reports …” 

Although the telegraph brought fame and wealth to Morse, he had 

endured years of poverty and frustration before its success, and 

then had to fight off others who claimed it as their own invention. 

In fact, in January of 1839, the Post has seemingly endorsed the 

cause of one such claimant: “The invention of the Electro Magnetic 

Telegraph, claimed by Mr. S.F.B. Morse of New York, appears to be 

entirely due to Dr. Chas. T. Jackson, of Boston, who conceived the 

idea of such an instrument during his return voyage from Europe, in the packet-ship Sully, in October, 

1812.” 

Jackson first made his claim in the Boston Post (no relation), alleging that he had “freely communicated” all 

the details of his telegraph to Morse, who “pretended to feel a great interest in the invention.” Morse denied 

Jackson’s claim, and ultimately, the U.S. Patent Office denied the doctor any rights to the patent. The 

decision was just one in a series of setbacks for Jackson, who made several unsuccessful claims to other 

men’s discoveries throughout his career. 

Now the telegraph is passing into history. But the telegram will live on. Even after the last message is sent 

over the wires in India, several companies, which are easily found on the Internet, will still provide 

telegraphic services; that is, they will deliver your message, on paper, within 24 hours. Farsighted Morse 

would probably not be surprised to see that even in an age of texting and emailing, people sometimes still 

need to have their words delivered by hand. 

About the Author 

Jeff Nilsson 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The End of Dot and Dash?"  story (c) SEPS, courtesy of Curtis Licensing.  
 
SUBSCRIPTION Information: 
 
Subscriptions (Customer Service and Orders) 
P.O. Box 8519 
Big Sandy, TX 75755 – 8519 
Phone: (800) 829-5576   Phone Hours (Central Time): 
Monday-Friday: 8 am – 9 pm 
Saturday: 8 am – 5 pm 
Sunday: 9 am – 5 pm 
 
E-mail: customerservice@saturdayeveningpost.info  www.saturdayeveningpost.com 
 

Jeff Nilsson is the director of Post archives and a website editor. He is a 

specialist in American History, with graduate studies at the University of 

Wisconsin, University of New Mexico, and Eastern Michigan University. He 

writes our website's weekly Retrospective feature, and is directing the program 

of digitally converting the magazine's 190 years of issues. 

http://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/author/jnilsson
mailto:customerservice@saturdayeveningpost.info
http://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/
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Tangled Wires 
Did you ever wonder about some of the strange physical aspects and 

unexplained phenomenon of the universe? 

If you are like me, you probably have accumulated various connectors, cables 

and miscellaneous bits of wire over the years. No doubt you may have put 

them away carefully in boxes or drawers, fully expecting to use them on your 

next project. I not sure how it happens, but if your collection of cables is like 

mine, over a period of years, then you will find that they are all intertwined 

and even tied up in knots! 

How does this happen? It may take minutes to pull out one particular cable, 

just to separate it from its entanglements? Does something happen over time 

inside that box that causes the cables to get tangled up in a sort of random 

way? Is there an underlying cause to this process that mankind does not 

understand? Does the Chaos or more likely String Theory enter into this? 

Someone needs to develop a method to study this process. One thought comes 

to mind and that is to mount a time-lapse video camera inside the box. When 

there is any slight movement of the cables, with them tending to get together, 

then a light comes on, the camera switches on, and records what happens. 

There could be problems, however with this method. What would happen if 

the video and power cables to the video camera got caught up in the mess! 

You might not be able to recover the evidence! 

I invite your suggestions on how to solve this puzzle that afflicts us all. 

N6TP Jim Muiter 

 

 

<> 

 

 

LIGHTNING PROTECTION 
By John Hilliard, W8OF 

Some of you asked about lightning protection for your ham antennas. Watch this video from NASA and you can 
see using conductors above the tower insulated from the tower and drained away is a very great lightning 
protection system.  See video  >>   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVo76lj1mEU 
 
This is what I have followed on my three towers at my home 
 
 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVo76lj1mEU
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FOR SALE 

 
I have an antenna and accessories for sale.   

1 tarheel m200a-hp with mt-1,6ft whip pkg. 

2  tarheel 30ft control cable 

3  ameritron 10 memory sdc-102  Controller. 

     Sell all for $550.00 
      No split. *       Never installed *        All in boxes 

Contact: Ron braden w8myy 
 

<> 
 

This is from Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 
I picked up some radio equipment from Dave Younker's (K8KEG) widow. I am going to take the 

stuff to the Aladdin Temple hamfest in August. If someone wants to "buy and try" before that, I 

will refund their money during the first week after the sale.  

The items are - 

 

Two sets Heathkit HW-8 CW, QRP transceivers with HWA 202-1 two ampere power supplies. 

$80 a set. 

    Dave said they worked the last time I saw him. 

One Heathkit HW 2036 2 meter transceiver with microphone and power cord. $40. 

   Dave's note said there was a "hum" in the speaker 

One Radio Shack book "Tube Substitution Handbook" #62-2030 $5 

One WWII high-Z headphones. $5 

   Probably 1000 ohms impedance 

One Radio Shack #21-633 SWR/Power Meter $10 

One Micronta #22-025 in-circuit transistor checker $10 

Two "Proto" style solderless breadboards $6 each 

One box "misc" Silver Mica" capacitors $5 

Two home-made RF coils, 18AWG enamel, 1" long, 5/8" diameter (26Turns) $1 each 

 

Contact: Allen Sellers (7410) 654 - 8167 asellers1081@att.net 

 
<> 

This is also from Allen, KB8JLG 
It is an older model HA-10 with 4 - #811 tubes that puts out 1,000 watts. 

It is so old, it was designed to be used with a separate transmitter and receiver arrangement. 

The exterior looks good. Cost is $350 

 

A relay circuit would have to be added for automatic use with a transceiver... as is, you would have to do the 

transmit/receive switching ON-OFF by hand. 

 

Ed Thomas NV5Z lives in Albany - west of Athens; He forgot to give me his phone number 
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FOR SALE Cont’d 

 
I have a Drake 1525 EM microphone for sale. It is very clean handheld mic. It has the key 
pad on the back. Asking $25.00. 
Contact: Ralph Howes, W8BVH  740-687-0344 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC 
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Well that’s about all for this month. Hope you get some use out of the articles and have 

been inspired to participate more in all of the club activities.  May you have fair winds and 

following seas………………. 

mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

