
 

The Ragchewer
                    

 
 

The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club 
 

 
Club Meetings : 
1st Thursday of every month 
at 7:30 PM at the clubhouse. 
 
 
 
Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 
Route 37 North (Granville 
Pike) next to Beavers Field. 
Across from the Ohio 
University-Lancaster Branch 
campus. 
 
 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 
147.03 MHz (+.6) 
146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 
 
 
 
Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 
K8QIK-1 BBS 
K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 
 
 
 
Weather Spotter Net: 
146.76 Repeater with 123Hz 
tone Tuesday at 7:30 PM 
Alt frequency 147.24 MHz 

Thursday Night Radio Night 
Radio night is every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 
(except the first Thursday which is the club 
monthly meeting).  Work a little HF, maybe 
build something?  How about a hot cup of 
coffee.  We’ll have them all waiting for you. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

ARRL Membership 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 
through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 
OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 
retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 
doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 
Treasurer with your money. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

VE Test: 
VE test sessions are no longer scheduled. Call Allen 
KB8JLG (740) 654 – 8167 for details/or to schedule one. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
-  

Free Swap and Sell 
If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 
sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 
how to contact you.  Send the list to 
Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   
 
 
 

HAMFESTS 
                     
 To find a convention or hamfest near 
you, click here 
       
   
 

 
Special Event Stations 

 
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations 
  
 
 

2011-2012 Officers 
President: 
Rob Ruffner, KD8DXC 

Vice President: 
Charles Snoke, N8KZN 

Treasurer: 
Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

Education: 
Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 
  

Activities Managers 
Sandy Snider, KD8FTX 
Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

Public Relations: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

Web Master: 
John, K9ULO & Carol Dolske 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

 

   October 4, 2012 



 
 
 
 
 

 
At 7:30 p.m. in Rob’s, KD8DXC absence, Charlie, N8KZN lead the Pledge of Allegiance, and called the monthly 
meeting to order. 
 
Wayne Larue, KD8MGO application was passed for 2nd reading.  Isaac M Spangler, KD8SYM application was 
passed for 1st reading. 
 

Officer Reports 
Secretary Report:  Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

Minutes for the September meeting were posted in the Ragchewer. John, W8AGS made a motion to accept 
minutes and seconded John, K9ULO.  All in favor. 

 
Roll call taken tonight:  
23 members in attendance and three guests:  Wayne Larue, KD8MGO; Isaac Spangler, KD8SYM; and Brent 
Ludwick, KD8MGR. 
 

Allen KB8RNP John W8AGS 
Charlie N8KZN John KD8MZD 
Connie N8LPC Mark KD8IMT 
Dave WB9PXH Mary KD8EEI 
Don WD8PCF Paul KD8DDD 
Ed W8PGO Ralph W8BVH 
Fred WA8PGE Ray W8FLX 
Gary W8GTS Robert KC8PSW 
Jack AE8P Scott WD8IXO 
John KD8EEK Steve KD8JLA 
John  K9ULO William KD8RNQ 
John W8OF   

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, Sr., WD8PGO 

Ed gave the treasurer’s report and motion made by Ralph, W8BVH and seconded by Robert, KC8PSW to 
approve treasurer’s report.  All in favor. 

 
VP Report:  Charlie Snoke, N8KZN 

Charlie reported that food would start on November 8th for radio night. 
 

Trustee Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 
Nothing to report. 

Committee Reports 
 

Webmaster:  John (K9ULO) & Carol Dolske 
Nothing new to report. 
 

Chairman Educational Committee: Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 
Mark, KD8IMT reported that a test was held two weeks ago for a lady taking her general and she passed.  

Mark also stated that she used MFJ questions and answers to prepare for the test. 
 
 

   October 4, 2012 Meeting Minutes 



 3

 
Monday Night Net 

Oct. 8th  John Lawson, W8AGS 
Oct. 15th  John Dolske, K9ULO 
Oct. 22nd  John Lawson, W8AGS 
Oct. 29th  John Rader, KD8PAF 
 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
Ralph asked for members to submit items to him for inclusion in the Ragchewer. It is nice to have information 

as to what other members are doing themselves. (Ham related of course) 
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 
ARES meetings will start on October 16th at 7 p.m. at the EMA office.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 
Nothing to report. 
 

Station Engineer:  John Hilliard, W8OF 
John reported that he had put in a new phone line from house to upstairs. 
 
John also reported that if anyone was interested in taking on project of repairing an antenna belonging to the 

club, he would be glad to give them the instructions and then once the old antenna has been repaired, it can be 
stored for use when needed. 

  
Activities Co-Managers: Sandy Snider, KD8FTX and Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

Christmas Party will be held December 8th from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Golden Corral. 
 
Allen is holding Swap Meet Saturday, October 6th from 8 a.m. until ? at the clubhouse. 
 

 Old Business: 
No old business. 
 

New Business: 
Wayne Larue, KD8MGO was asked to step outside so we could vote on his application for membership.  

Charlie asked for show of hands of those who approve, everyone was in favor.  Wayne was asked to return and 
Charlie welcomed him as a member and gave him his Membership card. 

 
John, W8OF suggested that once we know the status of our use of the clubhouse after the Health Department 

moves to the Sheridan Drive facility, we should think about purchasing some new folding chairs, replace carpeting 
and paint the meeting room and office area.  These two areas were not renovated when we did the rest of the 
building two years ago. 

 
Charlie asked for volunteers for November 17th Holiday Parade:  Don, WD8PCF; Paul, KD8DDD; Dave, 

WB9PXH; Wayne, KD8MGO; Gary, W8GTS; Sandy, KD8FTX; Mary, KD8EEI; Ray, W8FLX; Charlie, N8KZN; 
Connie, N8LPC; Ed, WD8PGO; Allen KD8RNP volunteered. 

 
Gary, W8GTS made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ralph, W8BVH.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mary Travis, KD8EEI, Secretary 
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__________________________________<>________________________________ 
 

Scioto Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Waverly, OH 

website: www.qsl.net/w8bap/SVARC.html/ 
newsletters: www.w8bapdstar.info/library/SVARC%20News  

____________________________________________<>____________________________________________ 

Morse Code Class 
 Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 

 
I am planning a Morse code class later this summer or fall (2012). As the class starts, I would like everyone ready 
with a code practice oscillator of some kind along with a straight key. 
_________________________________________<>______________________________________________ 

There were a few cats that are looking for a good home.  

Mike,W0MNE, tells us that all the kitty’s are off and running to a new home. Thanks to 
everyone for their help.  

 

 

________________________________________<>____________________________________________ 
 

Today's scientific question is: 
What in the world is electricity and where does it go after it leaves the 
toaster? 
 
Here is a simple experiment that will teach you an important electrical 
lesson: On a cool dry day, scuff your feet along a carpet, then reach your 
hand into a friend's mouth and touch one of his dental fillings.  Did you 
notice how your friend twitched violently and cried out in pain?  This 
teaches one that electricity can be a very powerful force, but we must never 
use it to hurt others unless we need to learn an important lesson about 
electricity. 
 
It also illustrates how an electrical circuit works.  When you scuffed your 
feet, you picked up batches of "electrons", which are very small objects 
that carpet manufacturers weave into carpet so that they will attract dirt.  
The electrons travel through your bloodstream and collect in your finger, 
where they form a spark that leaps to your friend's filling, then travel 
down to his feet and back into the carpet, thus completing the circuit. 

Facts and Chuckles 
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AMAZING ELECTRONIC FACT: If you scuffed your feet long enough without 
touching anything, you would build up so many electrons that your finger 
would explode!  But this is nothing to worry about unless you have 
carpeting. 
 
Although we modern persons tend to take our electric lights, radios, mixers, 
etc. for granted, hundreds of years ago people did not have any of these 
things, which is just as well because there was no place to plug them in.  
Then along came the first Electrical Pioneer, Benjamin Franklin, who flew a 
kite in a lightning storm and received a serious electrical shock.  This 
proved that lightening was powered by the same force as carpets, but it also 
damaged Franklin's brain so severely that he started speaking only in 
incomprehensible maxims, such as, "A penny saved is a penny earned."  
Eventually he had to be given a job running the post office. 
 
After Franklin came a herd of Electrical Pioneers whose names have become 
part of our electrical terminology: Myron Volt, Mary Louise Amp, James Watt, 
Bob Transformer, etc. These pioneers conducted many important electrical 
experiments.  Among them, Galvani discovered (this is the truth) that when 
he attached two different kinds of metal to the leg of a frog, an electrical 
current developed and the frog's leg kicked, even though it was no longer 
attached to the frog, which was dead anyway.  Galvani's discovery led to 
enormous advances in the field of amphibian medicine.  Today, skilled 
veterinary surgeons can take a frog that has been seriously injured or 
killed, implant pieces of metal in its muscles, and watch it hop back into 
the pond -- almost. 
 
But the greatest Electrical Pioneer of them all was Thomas Edison, who was a 
brilliant inventor despite the fact that he had little formal education and 
lived in New Jersey.  Edison's first major invention in 1877 was the 
phonograph, which could soon be found in thousands of American homes, where 
it basically sat until 1923, when the record was invented. But Edison's 
greatest achievement came in 1879 when he invented the electric company.  
Edison's design was a brilliant adaptation of the simple electrical circuit: 
the electric company sends electricity through a wire to a customer, then 
immediately gets the electricity back through another wire, then (this is 
the brilliant part) sends it right back to the customer again. 
 
This means that an electric company can sell a customer the same batch of 
electricity thousands of times a day and never get caught, since very few 
customers take the time to examine their electricity closely. In fact, the 
last year any new electricity was generated was 1937. 
 

Today, thanks to men like Edison and Franklin, and frogs like Galvani's, we receive almost unlimited benefits from 
electricity.  For example, in the past decade scientists have developed the laser, an electronic appliance so powerful 
that it can vaporize a bulldozer 2000 yards away, yet so precise that doctors can use it to perform delicate 
operations to the human eyeball, provided they remember to change the power setting from "Bulldozer" to 
"Eyeball." 
______________________________________________<>________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________<>______________________________________________ 

 

Fall 2012 Swap Meet  
 Allen Sellers KB8JLG 

The Swapmeet was held at the K8QIK clubhouse from 8AM till 12 Noon on 06OCT12. The 
temperature was in the fifties at the beginning but by noon was high enough to be comfortable. I 
counted 20 vehicles in the parking lot... about half of them belonged to people selling stuff. About 
half of the hams in attendance were people I had seen before but didn't remember their names.  
Les Westfall N8TRK from Athens probably came the farthest and had several older 2M handhelds for 
$20... most of them old enough that the batteries were defunct and they had no sub-audible tones 
built-in. I bought his assembled, like-new kit, +/- 15v laboratory style power supply. Robert KC8PSW 
sold an older XP computer and I got his lip-mounted CB whip, a desk microphone, a really old 
Kenwood headphone set and a computer game. Robert also donated to me three loose coils of RG-8 
coax and another of 8-conductor rotor control wire... the spools varied from 40 feet to 70 feet and had 
obviously been removed from a tower installation. I am going to see if my General class students can 
use any of it. Frosty W8AEY didn't have any cold chisels this time but I did buy a “baggy” of nice 
metal pullys for mast halyards. MikeW0MNE sold one of his new-in-box, Motorola 440MHz 
handhelds and had about five more left. Someone sold me a like-new 4” 50VAC amp panel meter 
with the the toroid sensing transformer. Someone had a really nice commercial 2M ground plane 
antenna with a mast mounting adaptor that did not sell.  
Dick N8EWC was there and from talking to him I believe he sold the amplifier, ATU and antenna 
rotor from his offering in last week's Email list. Ed WD8PGO left a box of older commercial UHF 
handhelds that John W8OF and I are going to look at later to see if the club can use them . They have 
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docking chargers but their condition is unknown... some have a note “Does not receive” and I would 
guess the batteries are defunct. 
At the Findlay hamfest I saw two $40, MFJ #557 code practice oscillators for $15 each. At this price, 
if this is common, It doesn't make sense to build your own. John K9ULO and I went together this 
year. This hamfest is a noticeably smaller (... vacant flea market spaces) but it took me three hours to 
make one pass and see everything. We finished early enough we ate lunch on the way home at an 
Asian Buffet in Delaware (in a mall on Rt. 23 just south of BSA Camp Lazarus and north of US 270).  
____________________________________________ < > __________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________<>_________________________________________ 

Who invented the radio ? 

 

 
Italian inventor and radio pioneer Guglielmo Marconi in front of a telegraph in the laboratory aboard his yacht 
"Electra", circa 1935. 
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Inventors around the world were churning out new and exciting inventions left and right in the 
years leading up to the 20th century. Scientific work in radio technology was heating up too. Two 
men in particular, Serbian-American scientist Nikola Tesla and Italian physicist Guglielmo 
Marconi went head-to-head in what would become the race to invent the radio. But more than 
100 years later, ask any two people who invented the radio and you're likely to get two different 
answers. The story is a murky one that mixes scientific discovery with lawsuits and good old-
fashioned marketing. Let's see if we can untangle the threads. 
 
After emigrating to the U.S. in 1884, Tesla invented the induction coil or Tesla coil, a device 
essential to sending and receiving radio waves and one the U.S. Patent Office would later say 
Marconi relied on for his work [source: Britannica]. But in 1895, a fire destroyed Tesla's lab as 
he prepared to send a radio signal approximately 50 miles (80 kilometers) to West Point, N.Y. 
[source: PBS]. 
 
Meanwhile, Marconi had been conducting his own experiments and in 1896, sent and received 
Morse code-based radio signals at distances spanning nearly 4 miles (6 kilometers) in England. 
That same year, he applied for, and was granted, the world's first patent in wireless telegraphy 
in England [source: Nobel Prize]. 
 
Tesla applied for his first patents in radio work in 1897 in America. He also built and 
demonstrated a radio-controlled boat at Madison Square Garden in 1898. Here's where things 
get sticky. 
 
In 1900, the U.S. Patent Office granted Tesla patents 645,576 and 649,621, the fundamental 
design of the Tesla coils, on March 20 and May 15 respectively. Tesla's radio patents gave him 
ownership over one of the key necessities in radio communications. That same year, on Nov. 
10, Marconi filed patent No. 7777, for tuned telegraphy. 
 
At first the patent office denied Marconi's applications on the grounds that his work relied on the 
use of Tesla coils [source: PBS]. Unfazed, Marconi used his father's connections and wealth to 
spearhead a profitable business based on his telegraph technology while continuing to pursue 
his radio patents. In 1901, he transmitted the first transatlantic telegraph. 
 
Marconi reapplied for three years while he gained financial support from company investors 
Andrew Carnegie and Thomas Edison. Finally in 1904, the U.S. Patent Office inexplicably 
reversed its earlier decision and gave the Italian the patent for invention of the radio. 
 
Marconi won the Nobel Prize for physics in 1909 [source: Nobel Prize], further fueling the rivalry 
with Tesla. In 1915, Tesla sued the Marconi Company for patent infringement to no avail. 
Marconi had won. Or had he? 
 
In an ironic twist of fate, Marconi's company sued the U.S. government in 1943 for patent 
infringement during World War I. But the case never made it to court. Instead, to avoid the 
lawsuit altogether, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld patent 645,576, thus restoring Tesla (who 
had died a few months earlier) as the inventor of the radio. Nevertheless, many people still tend 
to think of Marconi as the father of the radio. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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That’s all 
for this month. We hope you enjoy the information and use some of it.  
Check our website often www.k8qik.org .Till next month……73.  


