
 

The Ragchewer
                    

 
 

The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club 
 

 
Club Meetings : 
1st Thursday of every month 
at 7:30 PM at the clubhouse. 
 
 
 
Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 
Route 37 North (Granville 
Pike) next to Beavers Field. 
Across from campus Ohio 
University-Lancaster Branch 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 
147.03 MHz (+.6) 
146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
443.875 MHz (+5) 
 
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. 
443.875 MHz (+5)  
UHF linked system 
 
Packet BBS 145.53MHz 
K8QIK-1 BBS 
K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 
 
Weather Spotter Net: 
146.76 Repeater with 123Hz 
tone Tuesday at 7:30 PM 
Alt frequency 147.24 MHz 

Thursday Night Radio Night 
Radio night is every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 
(except the first Thursday which is the club 
monthly meeting).  Work a little HF, maybe 
build something?  How about a hot cup of 
coffee.  We’ll have them all waiting for you. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

ARRL Membership 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 
through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 
OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 
retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 
doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 
Treasurer with your money. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

VE Test: 
VE test sessions are no longer scheduled. Call Allen 
KB8JLG (740) 654 – 8167 for details/or to schedule one. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
-  

Free Swap and Sell 
If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 
sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 
how to contact you.  Send the list to 
Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   
 

HAMFESTS 
                     
 To find a convention or hamfest near you, click here 
       
   

08/11/2012 Columbus Ohio Hamfest  (New Date) 
                  http://www.aladdinshrine.com/hamfest.htm 
 
For other related info look further down
 

Special Event Stations 
 
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  
 
 
 

2011-2012 Officers 
President: 
Rob Ruffner, KD8DXC 

Vice President: 
Charles Snoke, N8KZN 

Treasurer: 
Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

Education: 
Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 
  

Activities Managers 
Sandy Snider, KD8FTX 
Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

Public Relations: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

Web Master: 
John, K9ULO & Carol Dolske 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

 

     August 2, 2012 



 
 
 
 
 

At 7:30 p.m. Charlie, N8KZN (Rob called and will be late) who lead the Pledge of Allegiance, called the 
monthly meeting to order. Charlie introduced our guest, Wayne Larue, KD8MGO.  Two other people came in after 
roll call:  Joel E Schlittenhart, KD8SUS from Canal Winchester and his father, Ed C Schlittenhart, N7EGH from 
Newport WA. 

 
Officer Reports 

 
Secretary Report:  Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

Minutes for the July meeting were posted in the Ragchewer. John, W8AGS made a motion to accept minutes 
and seconded John, KD8PAF.  All were in favor to accept minutes as posted. 

 
Roll call taken tonight: 25 members in attendance and 3 guests 

Allen KB8JLG Mark KD8IMT 
Charlie N8KZN Mary KD8EEI 
Dave WB9PXH Paul KD8DDD 
Gary W8GTS Allen KD8RNP 
Jack AE8P Rob KD8DXC 
John KD8EEK Scott WD8IXO 
John  K9ULO David KD8DRQ 
John W8OF David WD8LZK 
Joel KD8SUS Mike WD8EBS 
John KD8PAF Don WD8PCF 
Ed WB8JBG Robert KC8PSW 
Dave WD8AOL Fred WA8PGE 
John W8AGS   

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, Sr., WD8PGO 

Ed gave the treasurer’s report and Don, WD8PCF made a motion to approve, seconded by John, KD8PAF.  All in favor 
 

VP Report:  Charlie Snoke, N8KZN 
No report 
 

Trustee Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 
John stated the club should be looking for someone to take over as Trustee. There have been some unlicensed 

people on the repeaters lately and other improper use that has taken place recently and he is just running out of 
steam.  Monitoring the repeaters is a 24 hour a day responsibility and is no small task. 

 
John stated that the club should be looking at possibly replacing him as Station Engineer sometime in the next 

couple of years.  He has been station engineer for 40 plus years. 
 
Currently he is the only one with access to the equipment on the hill and the City has not cooperated in getting 

another person a key.  He believes the new Station Engineer should be someone who can work with the City to 
secure an agreement and keys for access to the radio building.   

 
Don, WD8PCF made a motion that the Executive Committee get together and discuss what we are going to do 

and where we want to be in the future and interview possible candidates for Trustee.  Seconded by Ed, WB8JBG.  
All in favor. 

   August 2, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
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Committee Reports 

 
Webmaster:  John (K9ULO) & Carol Dolske 

John reported that he will get the changes made to the website.  John also reported that there was a small issue 
with webhosting but he thinks it has been resolved and we should see a $2.99 charge and then a credit for $2.99 on 
next month’s statement since this was an electronic payment for a commercial website and we do not have a 
commercial website. 

 
Chairman Educational Committee: Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 

Allen reported the General class is finished and they will be taking the free test at Aladdin in Columbus.  Allen 
said he would welcome anyone who wishes to teach a class.  Allen does not feel it is cost effective  to continue 
having classes due to the cost of the manuals and the gas prices for people to drive to classes.  He is recommending 
anyone interested in getting their ham license or upgrading, to use the computer and study on line.  Allen will not 
be scheduling another class. 

 
Monday Night Net 

Aug 6th John Lawson, W8AGS 
Aug 13th John Dolske, K9ULO 
Aug 20th John Lawson, W8AGS 
Aug 27th John Rader, KD8PAF 
Sept 34d John Rader, KD8PAF 
 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
No report 

  
Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 

Ed thanked everyone who worked the Lancaster Festival, and read a letter from Ron Burris, Tour de Cause, 
thanking our volunteers (they raised $73,000 for the Tour de Cause and proceeds will go to the Recovery Center). 

 
Ed stated he had picked up a 440 repeater from the EMA, which is obsolete, they will not be using this 

repeater.  As a result they also have some mobile and hand held radios.  After discussion it was decided that if Ed 
would pursue getting some mobile and handheld that we might be able to reprogram and use for our events.  The 
group felt we could use at least 20. 

 
Ed also asked for volunteers for Sweet Corn Festival parade on August 29th from 4 to 7:30 p.m.  The following 

have volunteered:  Candy, KC8NQG, Sandy, KD8FTX, Gary, W8GTS, Paul, KD8DDD, Mark, KD8IMT, John, 
KD8PAF and ?? Don, WD8PCF.  Mary will send out an email asking for more volunteers. 

 
Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

No report. 
 

Station Engineer:  John Hilliard, W8OF 
No report. 
 

Activities Co-Managers: Sandy Snider, KD8FTX and Connie Snoke, N8LPC 
Charlie mentioned that the Christmas Party will be held at Golden Corral again this year.  The date will be 

announced at our next meeting. 
 

 Old Business: 
Charlie read the bids submitted by Ralph, W8BVH in sealed envelope.  They were as follows:  Gary, W8GTS 
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$275; Ed, WB8JLG $400 and John, W8OF $425.  John will write check to the club and the bids will be attached to 
the treasurer’s report for September.   

 
New Business: 

Allen, KB8JLG reported that at his last test session someone from the County stopped by and looked at the tree 
by the building and stated that they would be taking care of removing the tree.  Charlie is concerned that if we get 
another bad windstorm, the tree could come down on the new steps we have just completed.  Ed will follow up 
with County to make sure it is on their schedule. 

 
Robert, KC8PSW has someone who is interested in purchasing the generator on the front porch if we can sell 

it.  Ed, WD8PGO will contact John, W8OF and see what the arrangement was with the County and if necessary 
follow up with the County to see if they want it or if we could sell it. 

 
John, KD8EEK is looking for anyone who would be willing to pass information on a 147.510 simplex net.  If 

interested please contact John.  John also mentioned if there is anyone who does not have email access and would 
like to get the Ragchewer, he would be willing to pay the postage for mailing a Ragchewer to them. 

 
John, W8AGS made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Gary, W8GTS.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 
Secretary 
 
<<<<<<<<<<<<< --------------------------------FINI-------------------------------------------- >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
 
Special Event Stations in London and Wales On the Air for 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games 
Beginning Wednesday, July 25, two special event call signs will be activated to celebrate the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games: 2O12L from London, England and 2O12W from Barry, Wales. Both stations 
will be on the air for the duration of the Games -- July 25-August 12 -- and continuing through September 9. 
Organizers hope to make at least 80,000 contacts during the seven weeks that 2O12L and 2O12W are on the air. 

• The London station – 2O12L -- will be active on 160-2 meters on all modes. The station is located at the Royal Greenwich 
District Scouts Activity Centre in Southeast London, in the borough of Greenwich, one of the six “host boroughs” for the Games. 
A list of planned frequencies is available here. The station will be open to the public from 10 AM to 4 PM each day, and visitors 
may operate. Follow 2O12L on Twitter. 

• The Welsh station -- 2O12W -- will be active on 160 meters-23 cm on all modes, including SSTV and satellite, will be based on 
the seafront esplanade at Whitmore Beach, Barry Island, Vale of Glamorgan. The site is located just a few miles south west of 
Cardiff and the Millennium Stadium, home to the first football match that will open the Games in Wales. The station will be 
open to visitors. Follow 2O12W on Twitter. 

“Amateur Radio operators everywhere will be able to share in the Olympic experience by making contact with the 
station and exchanging greetings messages with visitors and Games participants who visit the station,” said 
Project Echo Publicity Officer John Warburton, G4IRN. “The team aims to make contact with as many of the 
Games participating countries as possible. Special QSL cards will be available to stations contacted. The project 
aims to leave a lasting legacy by encouraging visitors to learn more about radio communications and the social, 
career and recreational benefits that it brings.” 

 
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Puerto Rican Hams Support Their 2012 Olympic Team 
 

 
On Sunday July 1st 2012, the Puerto Rico Olympic Committee will be celebrating the Flag Bearing of the Puerto Rico Delegation to the 
Summer Olympic Games in London. This event marks the beginning of the transatlantic journey to represent Puerto Rico in this 
international event. 
The delegation will depart the Olympic Committee and will walk to the Governor’s Mansion to receive the flag that will be used in the 
opening ceremony and remain hoisted in the Olympic Village throughout the Games in London. 
 
In celebration of such an important event, The Puerto Rico Amateur Radio League will be joining the Olympic Committee in this 
celebration by setting up a special event station from the Puerto Rico Olympic Committee headquarters in San Juan. We will be using the 
special callsign “K4O” for this event. 
 
We would like to use our radiowaves to let the world know that the Puerto Rican delegation is ready for the games in London. Operation 
will be on June 30 (9:00am-5:00pm) and July 1 (9:00am-2:00pm) from the headquartes of the Puerto Rico Opympic Comitte in San Juan. 
 
Contact Information: www.prarl.org 787-633-6847 
Dr. José C Vicéns 
President 
Puerto Rico Amateur Radio LeagueH 

 
 
 

Hot off the Press………..Special…………….Special 
 
Sandy, KD8FTX, says that club members should mark their calendars for  Saturday,  
December 8, 2012 for the radio club Christmas party. It will be held at the Golden Corral 
(Lancaster)starting at 6:00 PM.  
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Reprinted with permission 
Hints and Kinks (or The Doctor is IN), May 2012 QST; copyright ARRL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scioto Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Waverly, OH 

website: www.qsl.net/w8bap/SVARC.html/ 
Their newsletters: 

www.w8bapdstar.info/library/SVARC%20News/ 
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Reprinted with permission 
Hints and Kinks (or The Doctor is IN), May 2012 QST; copyright ARRL 
 
 
 

Morse Code Class 
 Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 

 
I am planning a Morse code class later this summer or fall (2012). As the class starts, I would like everyone ready 
with a code practice oscillator of some kind along with a straight key. 
 
For many years Lancaster, Ohio ham Chuck Burnham KF8CR (SK) taught Novice license code classes. He 
developed a method of introducing characters that works very well and also uses “THE SCRIPT” that Morse code 
(CW) conversations follow so a beginner is very comfortable during initial on-the-air contacts. I prefer this method 
because I think the best way to learn CW is to learn “THE SCRIPT” and spend an equal amount of time receiving 
and sending five words per minute (5WPM) to learn all 43 common CW characters; then improve your code speed 
to 13 WPM or faster by on-the-air operation. On the air operating is fun and you do not think of it as a chore like 
hours of sending and receiving practice. 
 
If you are interested in learning Morse code, need a refresher course and can dedicate an hour a day to practice 
contact me so I can plan for a weekly class. Each student will be expected to send the lesson material each and 
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every class. I also can help with the CPO circuit, keyer circuit and paddle plans. Allen Sellers (740) 654 – 8167 or 
asellers1081@att.net. 

 
 
 
 
 

Learning Morse Code 
 Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 

 
13 WPM is about the fastest speed that still allows you write down every character as they are received. ( 
Experienced hams don't write down every character... just the important ones – callsign, name, town, state,etc; but 
we are talking about the learning process here... where repetition and drill are important.) It is also just above the 
the plateau of 10 WPM that is difficult to break through and the point where improper arm and wrist motion can 
cause extreme soreness and pain. During my weeks of Novice operation I never sent code faster than 15 WPM 
because I was comfortable with the straight key at that speed. 
I passed the 20 WPM Extra Class test because I knew “THE SCRIPT” used in a contact, could copy the important 
topics in my head and knew the secret of how to recover when I was momentarily distracted by  a word that I 
didn’t know. I had been operating as a novice every Wednesday night for six months and another ham progressed 
even more quickly by making three novice contacts a day.  
If you are a Technician license holder, you have CW privileges on the old novice bands. There are many 
inexpensive transceivers suitable for use ranging from older tube-type rigs to low power, single band QRP units. A 
suitable wire Dipole or Inverted Vee antenna can be put up inexpensively. If you want learn Morse code on your 
own, it is certainly possible as many have done so. There are many adequate CW teaching methods available on 
tape (even old ones from many years ago), CD and on-line but the common elements are: 

1) it takes about 60 hours of work to learn 5 WPM code  
2) you need to spend one hour a day, every day 
3) you need to learn to form the properly spaced character DITS and DAHS. 
4) if you let three days elapse without practice you probably will regress and have to spend extra time 
getting caught up. 

The only method I can't recommend is “CODE QUICK”, which is suitable for learning 5 WPM but gets in the way 
of progressing to higher speeds. I must admit that I do not like and do not recommend the “Farnsworth” method of 
sending widely spaced 15 WPM characters for an over-all speed of 5 WPM. This is based on the phoney argument 
that the military did it during WWII “so it must be good”. Today we do not have the same motivation as those 
students (nobody will be shooting at you if you don't learn) and most of us are older than eighteen years of age. 
 
The MFJ-557 code practice oscillator (CPO) ($40-Universal Radio) is a relatively expensive learning tool... better 
is a inexpensive key and “home-brew” oscillator. The circuit is easily found on the internet along with kits and you 
can get parts from Radio Shack. Or you can use a child's “30-in-1” electronics project kit for the oscillator. The 
AMECO K-1R ($11-Universal Radio) straight key is adequate for learning code but the AMECO K-4R ($20-
Universal Radio) straight key is the least expensive key suitable for on-the-air use. I think there is a Gordon West 
Morse code teaching program (Universal Radio) that has an interface that allows connecting a straight key to your 
computer for sending practice. I used to tape record my sending practice and play it back for receiving practice. I 
use the free-ware “CW_PLAYER” on my XP compatible Windoze System Seven Professional computer. 
Once you become proficient with the 43 characters and your straight key code speed approaches 10 WPM, you can 
easily develop Carpal Tunnel Syndrome symptoms - the “old-timer's dreaded 'glass arm'”. An experienced operator 
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can help you avoid this by correcting your arm and wrist motion...  I don't know if you can avoid this without help. 
Not only does it hurt but it can permanently affect your ability to use a straight key. Most hams use a paddle key of 
the Bencher type along with a keyer circuit ($150 plus-Universal Radio) once they achieve a higher code speed 
ability. Like the beginners' CPO situation mentioned earlier, there are less expensive options like making a paddle 
and building the keyer circuit... one I like is the Ten-Tec T-KIT keyer once offered for $15. 
 
Recently I found a YOUTUBE video online by “soccerkicker266” that has a very good review of a free CW 
program. It can be modified to avoid the Farnsworth baloney and you can set it to use only letters you want to use. 
Also on the internet I am reminded that a lot of operators use keyboard-based keyers to send CW and rarely reduce 
speed for beginners. You can find other slow speed operators on the “FISTS” practice nets (“FISTS” a group of 
hams whose goal is to provide operating practice/opportunities to CW beginners: WWW.FISTS>ORG)  
Submitted by, 
Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 
 

 

NOTE: 
 
The 2012 ARRL Ohio State Convention, in conjunction with the 2012 Columbus Hamfest, sponsored by the Voice 
of Aladdin Amateur Radio Club, will be held this Saturday, August 11th. Doors open to the public at 8:00am 
(Vendors may arrive starting at 6:00am). The event will be held at the Aladdin Shrine Center, 3850 Stelzer Road in 
Columbus.The Hamfest admission of $5.00 also includes admission to the ARRL Ohio State Convention. 
 
Along with the Hamfest is VE Testing (registration begins at 8:00am), DXCC Card Checking for all awards, and a 
wide selection of forums, which are listed as follows. 
 
For more information, please visit www.arrl-ohio.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 Thank you for being a club member and hope to see you soon as we do things together. 
 
 


