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K8QIK=The "Voice" of Amateur Radio in 
Fairfield County 
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“ Lancaster-Fairfield County's Amateur Radio Club since 6-3-1959  ”  
 
 
 

Club Meetings: 
1st Thursday of every month 

at 7:00 PM. Location: EMA 

building 240 Baldwin Dr, 

Lancaster, OH 43130. 

 

Nets: 
MONDAY 

NEWSLINE: 8:00pm 

CLUB NET at 9:00pm 

Monday AM Net at 9:00am 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

Weather 
Spotter/ARES Net: 

146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm 

 
GMRS REPEATER 

 

Transmits on 462.70 MHz 

Receives on 467.70 MHz 

PL code 77Hz 

 

FACEBOOK LINK 
 

Club Facebook Link 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your 

membership through the club, we retain $15 for 

each new membership OR lapsed membership 

(of two years or more), and we retain $2 for each 

renewal.  Please support our club, it doesn't cost 

any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
 

 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can 

swap it or sell it here.  List your items for free.  

Give a price and how to contact you.  Send the 

list to Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer 

Editor at ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

 

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  

 

2025 Officers 
 

President: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Vice President 
Eric Fox, KE8BZZ 

 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Treasurer: 
Guy Ingram,  W8AGI  

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Examiner: 
Walt Callahan, W8ALT 

 

Trainer:  

Tim Lentz, KD8QCA 

 

Activities Manager: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Public Relations: 

Jim Mills, KE8IID 

 

Safety Officer: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Web Master: 
Walter Callahan, W8ALT 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2304424573139424/?ref=share_group_link
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org


 

 
 

3 

 

 
 
 

 

At 7:05 p.m., John called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  There were 10 members, 3 on zoom and two 

guests Robert Sirchia and Steve May W5IEM total of 15. 

Walt Callahan W8ALT 

Eric Fox KE8BZZ 

Tim Herron NM8Y  

John Hilliard W8OF 

 

Ralph Howes W8BVH Zoom 

Guy Ingram W8AGI 

Patricia Jackson KJ8CXB 

Tim Lentz KD8QCA  

 

Devon Marshall KE8CVP Zoom 

Robert Northrup KC8PSW 

Kevin Steel KB8KSX Zoom 

Mary Travis KD8EEI 

Mark Urbine KC8TUW 

 

Minutes were posted in Ragchewer and motion to approve by Walt W8ALT and seconded by Robert KC8PSW. All in favor.  

Guy gave the Treasurer report.  Ralph W8BVH made motion to approve treasurer’s report and seconded by John W8OF.  All in 

favor  

Eric explained Discord Services and said he would send the link for anyone who was interested.  Here is the link: 

https://discord.gg/c4jq4p3N5p 
 

Tim stated he has reserved July 21 – 26 for another Technician Class which will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. and he has one 

person who is interested.  Walt has posted on website and Ralph will put in Ragchewer. 
 

Walt W8ALT reported we had 1 person test and pass Technician last month and has 1 person for this month scheduled. 
 

Walt W8ALT reported he ran into some problems with transferring to new website but he has most of the problems worked out 

and will have the new one ready soon. 
 

The following people volunteered to run the net:  July 7th   Robert KC8PSW; July 14th  Eric Ke8BZZ, July 21st  Guy W8AGI, July 

28th  Mark KC8TUW and Aug. 4th Kevin KB8KSX.  There was discussion on whether to continue doing Amateur Radio Newsline 

before our net.  After much discussion it was decided we would continue until we found out if members were really interested. 

 

Devon KE8CVP reported the ARES Net will we weekly on Thursday night at 7 p.m. instead of on Monday. 
 

Ralph had nothing new to report. 

 

Mark reported we had all but two stations filled for the 4th of July parade.   

Mark reported they will try to schedule a Fox Hunt for later this year. 

 

Tim NM8Y reported he would be interested in setting up a GOTA (Get on the Air) station if club members are interested.  
 

Guy W8AGI made motion to adjourn, seconded by Robert KC8PSW. All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 

 

 

Mary Travis, 8KD8EEI 

Secretary. 

** 

Minutes of July 3, 2025 Meeting 

https://discord.gg/c4jq4p3N5p
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Currently the K8QIK Radio Club in Lancaster, Ohio installed a GMRS 

repeater that transmits on 462.70 MHz and receives on 467.70 using PL code 

77Hz. The repeater is located on a 60-foot tower at a ground elevation of 

1,100 on the north end of the city. Range has been exceptionally good with 

hand-held coverage to most of the county. The repeater is open to anyone that 

has a current GMRS license and uses it to identify themselves every 15 

minutes of use. 

                         John, W8OF,  Station Engineer 

 
 

** 
 
 
 
 
 

 
** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** 

** Monthly Club Breakfast ** 

 

NEW Location:  Scramblers 
   1377 Ety Rd, Lancaster, OH 43130 (across from Panera’s) 

 
Time: 9-11 am; 3rd Saturday of each month.  

Next breakfast is [6-21-25.] in Lancaster.                               
➢ We will have our club breakfast at Scramblers in Pickerington, 

OH once per Quarter. (Same time) We will remind you prior to 

the Pickerington Breakfast. This is to share the driving with some 

of our members in the Pickerington area.                                                        

PLEASE NOTE: The Weather Spotters net will now include the ARES 

group also. The net will now be called The Weather Spotter/ ARES net and 

will continue on 146.700 Repeater with 94.8 Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm. 

Also note the time is 7:00pm not 7:30. 
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The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) 

Exam sessions will be at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster 

Ohio, 43130, on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at 

http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning 

Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our VE team looks 

forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio and across our nation. 

We have an experienced team wich has tested candidates from Alaska, Florida, Texas and 

points in between!  

Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org to register. 

 

** 
From the Technical Coordinator 

Jeff Kopcak – K8JTK   TC 
K8JTK@arrl.net   
Hey gang, 
The “last version of Windows” is going 
end-of-support and needs an upgrade 
really soon.  Yes, Microsoft did indeed 
state Windows 10 would be the last 
version of Windows.  Pretty definitive 
statement but things have changed in ten 
years.  A bunch of the people whom were 
at Microsoft and in the Windows division 
have left.  There was growth in the PC 
market.  These factors contributed to 
the next release of Windows. 
Something that hasn’t changed is 

Microsoft’s commitment to Windows as a service (WaaS).  This is their way of: 
delivering annual feature updates.  Quality of updates including security and non-
security fixes, though that’s debatable.  Through the criticism of update failures, 
the advantage is once a fix is available it can be rolled out through normal update 
channels.  Different builds can be delivered for those whom want new features 
quicker, such as developers and hardware vendors.  They update different service 
channels at different times.  Typical computing devices (desktops, laptops, tablets) 
receive feature updates annually and specialized devices (medial equipment, display 
boards, ATMs) receive new features every 2-3 years. 

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ve_testing@k8qik.org
mailto:K8JTK@arrl.net
https://www.theverge.com/2015/5/7/8568473/windows-10-last-version-of-windows
https://www.theverge.com/2015/5/7/8568473/windows-10-last-version-of-windows
https://www.techradar.com/pro/pc-sales-are-rising-once-again-and-its-probably-no-surprise-who-is-leading-the-way
https://www.techradar.com/pro/pc-sales-are-rising-once-again-and-its-probably-no-surprise-who-is-leading-the-way
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/deployment/update/waas-quick-start
https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/microsoft/windows-10-kb5058379-update-triggering-bitlocker-recovery-after-install/
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The “X as a service” is a business model, brought on by the prevalence of the cloud, 
by which a product is offered as a subscription rather than something owned and 
maintained by the customer.  There’s a Wiki page listing many of these types of 
services.  Common phrases often used are Software as a service (SaaS) where the 
vendor manages software and updates.  The customer manages physical resources, 
devices running the software.  Platform as a service (PaaS) is another way to say 
cloud computing – where the customer provisions, creates, runs, and manages resources 
of a computing platform for their needs.  Infrastructure as a service (IaaS) similar 
to PaaS where the user can provision servers, virtualization (emulation of hardware), 
storage, and network resources for their needs - but the customer maintains the 
operating system and software. 

The end-of-support (EOS) designation 
means no more free software updates, 
technical support, or security fixes.  
Consumer editions of Windows are deployed 
on new PCs purchased at box stores or 
online realtors.  Also, PCs upgraded from 
previous versions of Windows.  Consumer 
editions have shorter support life 
cycles.  Long term support (LTS) and 
Internet of Things (IoT) versions of 
Windows have longer support life cycles 
because these devices are not expected to 
be replaced as often.  These devices are 
in environments where long-term support 
is critical, expected to be stable, and 
compatible with the largest number of 
devices.  These versions are available 

through commercial channels or Value-Added Resellers (VAR).  Another designation is 
end-of-life (EOL) which means all updates, including extended options, cease and the 
software is no longer actively supported by the manufacturer/developer. 
The endoflife.date website lists all versions of Windows, when support ends and when 
extended support ends.  Most versions of Windows 10 enter end-of-support on October 
14, 2025.  This means no more updates 
or fixes are available for free 
after that date.  That’s just three 
months away and it will be here 
before everyone realizes.  Quite the 
shortened time frame to get everyone 
off the most popular version of 
Windows (according to browsing 
stats).  Currently with 48.89% of 
market share (as of this writing), 
though it has dropped 4% in the last 
few weeks. 
If you’re not quite ready to move to 
Windows 11, there are a couple 
options: 

Junk on Windows 11 Home Start Menu 

Windows 11 Home - Widgets (more junk) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/As_a_service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/As_a_service
https://endoflife.date/windows
https://gs.statcounter.com/windows-version-market-share/desktop/worldwide/
https://gs.statcounter.com/windows-version-market-share/desktop/worldwide/
https://gs.statcounter.com/windows-version-market-share/desktop/worldwide/
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Enroll in Microsoft’s Extended Security Program (ESU) program.  For roughly $30/PC 
users will receive updates for one year (consumer).  $61/PC for a commercial 
subscription for up to three years, with cost increasing every year.  “ESU coverage 
for personal devices runs from Oct. 15, 2025, through Oct. 13, 2026,” Microsoft’s 
Yusuf Mehdi explains. 
If you don’t want to upgrade to Windows 11 due to hardware compatibility, hardware 
not supported, or just don’t like Windows 11, one option is to move from the General 
Availability Channel (GAC. Home, Pro, Enterprise) to a Long-Term Service Channel 
(LTSC. Enterprise LTSC, IoT Enterprise LTSC).  For example, Windows 10 Enterprise 
LTSC 2021 will reach end of support on Jan 12, 2027.  Windows 10 IoT Enterprise LTSC 
2021 will reach end of support on Jan 13, 2032.  They can be cleanly installed or 
there are guides to change the version of Windows to IoT Enterprise LTSC on the 
massgrave [dot] dev site. 
An LTSC version of Windows isn’t for everyone.  With LTSC, you don’t get annual 
feature updates, it doesn’t come with many pre-installed crap apps like the Store and 
advertising, and longer update support. 
Downsides include: (legitimate) license is quite a bit more expensive and not sold 
through the same channels as the consumer versions.  I bought my Windows 10 LTSC 
license through CDW.  Even though an LTSC version of Windows is supported for a 
longer time frame, software doesn’t always recognize this.  As an example, my 
favorite graphics program, Paint.Net, won’t update past v5.0.13 unless I update to a 
later version of Windows.  Even though my LTSC version is current through Jan 9, 
2029.  Some games and Xbox games won’t work out-of-the-box or won’t work without the 
Store app.  New hardware or new features might not be supported or available in a 2–
3-year-old Windows build.  Telemetry still exists.  There are guides to disable 
telemetry or use a network blacklisting tool, such as Pi-Hole, with privacy lists 
and/or Windows telemetry blocking lists. 

To make matters worse, Microsoft 
wants users to buy new PC hardware.  
Windows 11 system requirements 
include TPM – Trusted Platform 
Module, a secure crypto-processor for 
verifying the operating system is 
trusted (Secure Boot) and disk 
encryption.  UEFI – replacement for 
BIOS and only 64-bit CPU support 
requiring more than 4 GB of RAM.  
Previous versions of Windows were 
offered in both 32-bit (older) and 
64-bit versions depending on CPU 
architecture.  While most hardware 
and PCs made in the last 10-15 years 
support these requirements, not 
everyone has the desire to purchase 
new hardware with no obvious benefit 
or would rather move to a different 

platform.  The Sandy Bridge era PC (about 10 years old now) I built and use for my 
desktop doesn’t include a TPM chip, though one can be purchased and added separately. 

Much cleaner Windows 11 IoT Enterprise LTSC edition 

https://blogs.windows.com/windowsexperience/2025/06/24/stay-secure-with-windows-11-copilot-pcs-and-windows-365-before-support-ends-for-windows-10/
https://gist.github.com/ave9858/a2153957afb053f7d0e7ffdd6c3dcb89
https://gist.github.com/ave9858/a2153957afb053f7d0e7ffdd6c3dcb89
https://pi-hole.net/
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Windows 11 Forum has tutorials to bypass many imposed Windows restrictions.  Another 
way to run Windows 11 on unsupported hardware is to use the Windows 11 IoT Enterprise 
LTSC edition.  The IoT Enterprise edition will run Windows 11 on machines without 
TPM, Secure boot, UEFI, or 4GB RAM.  In contrast to regular consumer editions of 
Windows 11 and Windows 11 LTSC, the IoT Enterprise LTSC version does not have the 
same system requirements, is fully supported and nearly identical to non-IoT 
editions. 
When my ham shack was operational, ham apps were a reason I have a physical Windows 
machine.  I have a Windows virtual machine for Office apps and useful Windows 
programs.  Of course, there are Linux distributions aimed at users looking to leave 
this Windows craziness.  Do I need to remind anyone of the advertising platform that 
Windows has become?  Linux Mint, Ubuntu, and Zorin OS are targeted at existing 
Windows users and new Linux users.  These have the best chance for success with users 
who perform most activities through a web browser and their apps (or equivalents) are 
available on Linux. 
Some of you noticed I was K8JTK/7 last month.  No, I’m not moving and have no plans 
to (yet, lol).  Though the humidity there is like 10%.  I was in Las Vegas last month 
for a vendor/work conference and I took some time off for tourist-y things.  It was 
my first time that far west and in dry heat.  I literally got off the plane and 
received my reminder that an article for the OSJ was due.  It was time to remind 
everyone of the Technical Specialists talents and still got an article published last 
month.  I was out of there a day before the Bellagio shooting, though I stopped by 
the fountains twice during my trip. 
As a reminder, if you’re a DMR user and have not yet verified your DMR ID is 
compliant, you have until the end of the year to avoid interruption. 
 

Thanks for reading and 73… de Jeff – K8JTK/7 

 

** 
From the Section Traffic Manager                       

Dan Rinaman, AC8NP – STM  
AC8NP@AC8NP.COM 
 419.618.0330 
Ham Shack Hotline #4355 
 
Greetings!  

This is from the NTS Letter 

Traffic Tips: Handling Instructions 
Handling Instructions, abbreviated HX, are found in one of two fields of the radiogram preamble, or header, that are 

optional. They contain instructions given by the originator of the message to the station who will be delivering that 

message. This HX field, if used, will contain an additional letter, generally A through G. 

  

Most commonly used handling instructions include: 

https://www.elevenforum.com/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/iot/iot-enterprise/Hardware/System_Requirements?tabs=Windows11LTSC#optional-minimum-requirements
https://linuxmint.com/
https://ubuntu.com/desktop
https://zorin.com/os/
https://news3lv.com/newsletter-daily/shooting-reported-on-las-vegas-strip-near-bellagio-fountains
http://www.k8jtk.org/2025/02/02/ohio-section-journal-the-technical-coordinator-february-2025-edition/
http://www.k8jtk.org/2025/02/02/ohio-section-journal-the-technical-coordinator-february-2025-edition/
mailto:AC8NP@AC8NP.COM
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• HXG - Delivery by mail or landline toll call not required. If toll or other expense involved, cancel message 

and service originating station. 

Note, not required does not rule out mailing via USPS if you are inclined. What is required, however is servicing 

station of origin if message is not delivered. This can be done using one of several ARRL numbered radiograms as 

appropriate: 

• ARL Sixty Seven - Your message number _____ undeliverable because of _____. Please advise. 

• ARL Forty Eight - Reference your message number _____ to _____ not delivered. Telephone _____ (insert 

number as received) inoperative. Please give better address. 

• ARL Forty Nine - Reference your message number _____ to _____ . Unable to contact addressee or receive 

confirmation of delivery. 

• HXC - Report date and time of delivery (TOD) to originating station. A response to this could include: ARL 

Forty Seven - Reference your message number _____ to _____ delivered on _____ at _____ UTC. Note the 

UTC at the end. This means: Use UTC time and not local time 

• No need to write Z following the time, as the UTC in the text already has it covered. 

• HXE - Delivering station get reply from addressee, originate message back. Of course, the recipient may or 

may not wish to send a radiogram back and may wish to call or send an email instead, but at least you 

conveyed the request and an appropriate response should then be conveyed to the originator. 

• HXF - Hold delivery until _____ (date). This one is always followed by a number corresponding to the date 

requested for delivery. 

• HXD - Report to originating station the identity of station from which received, plus date and time. Report 

identity of station to which relayed, plus date and time, or if delivered report date, time and method of 

delivery. While this is rarely seen, it is useful in tracing a message. It requires any station handling that 

message to report back to the station of origin. 

These and other handling instructions including new ones, HXI, HXR, and HXT, can be found at nts2.arrl.org/hx-

handling-instructions. 

  

Use of handling instructions are at the discretion of the message originator, who put them there for a reason. The 

traffic handler’s obligation is to observe and follow the instructions. Unfortunately, we often forget. 

 
There is a new NTS Training Program from ARRL NTS 

Virtual NTS Traffic Net 

 
Many Technician class amateurs miss out on fun and skills learning of traffic handling because they reside in areas of 

the country where local traffic nets on VHF repeaters don’t exist. The Virtual NTS Training Net (VNTN) seeks to 

address this problem with the creation of a Zoom-based local traffic net that can be accessed by anyone with an 

internet connection. 

VNTN will accept check-ins and radiogram traffic utilizing standard phonetics and pro-signs; in short, participants 

will enjoy the same experiences as those who check into conventional “RF” traffic nets.  The net will incorporate a 

“hands-on” training approach in traffic procedures, radiogram creation, and relay. 

“It is our hope that new amateurs who participate in VNTN will be motivated to join section and region nets on HF 

after upgrading to a higher license class,” says Phil Temples, K9HI, who chairs EC-FSC’s NTS Subcommittee.  

The Net meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM ET.  In future, it is hoped that a west coast version will be established at 

around 7 PM PT. 

https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDMxOTgzMSZsaT0zODYyMzA1Nw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDMxOTgzMSZsaT0zODYyMzA1Nw/index.html
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The latest VNTN URL can be found at <https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/>. 

 

 

Send a Radiogram 
What’s a Radiogram? 

You’ve probably heard of amateur radio (“ham”) operators, and you might know a friend, family member, or 

neighbor who loves to build radio equipment and talk to thousands of other ham operators around the world! 

But you might not know that amateur radio operators are primed and ready to step in and provide valuable 

communications to the general public, when all else fails. Even if Internet service, power lines, and phone lines are 

all down, amateur radio still can get the message through. To be ready for this, many amateurs have joined a network 

called the National Traffic System (NTS), which is like a telegraph office over radio. NTS volunteers spend their free 

time relaying messages, called Radiograms, entirely by amateur radio, completely free of charge. This is great 

practice to be sure they can serve the public during a true emergency! 

Send a Radiogram Now — It’s Free! 

Now, there’s a way that YOU can try Amateur Radio messaging! Think of a friend or family member you’d like to 

contact by Radiogram. You can send any short message, as long as it’s not business-related, urgent or critical, or too 

private or personal. Your message will be picked up by an Amateur Radio volunteer operator and relayed across the 

country near its destination; finally, the recipient will get a local phone call from a nearby ham, or the message might 

even be delivered in person. Along the way, ham operators will be relaying your message by voice, digital, or even 

Morse code, and getting valuable practice in emergency public service. 

Go to this website to send a message today: 

https://nts2.arrl.org/radiogram/ 

 

 

 

National Traffic System 

Traffic and Message Handling 

For Skill, Service, and Fun! 
The ARRL got its start to organize message delivery to get messages delivered efficiently, 

accurately to its destination by different radio stations. This tradition continues today using CW, 

voice, and digital. 

• Why practice traffic handling? 

• It teaches operator good skills. 

• It gives you valuable skills in times of emergency passing health and welfare messages. 

• You learn how to operate under adverse conditions without power. 

• You create friendships and camaraderie. 

Any license class can handle traffic even with a basic HT. Ask a mentor, club, or go to 

nts2.arrl.org for more information. There are nets you can join to learn and practice 

this skill. Consider Traffic Handling as part of your Ham Radio experience!  

Ohio Section Nets 
If you have traffic you need to move, take it to a VHF net or HF via the OSSBN.  Here is WHERE TO FIND AN HF 

OR VHF TRAFFIC NET IN OHIO.  

OHIO SINGLE SIDEBAND NET 
Morning Session 10:30 AM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 

Afternoon Session 4:15 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day   

Evening Session 6:45 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 
    

OHIO HF CW TRAFFIC NETS 

https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/
https://nts2.arrl.org/radiogram/
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HF CW NETS NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET MANAGERS   

Buckeye Early 6:45 PM 3.580 MHz N2LC 

Buckeye Late 10:00 PM 3.590 MHz WB9LBI 

Ohio Slow Net 6:00 PM 3.53535 MHz N2LC 

All CW net frequencies plus or minus QRM 

OHIO LOCAL VHF TRAFFIC NETS 

VHF 

NETS 

NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET 

MANAGERS   

BRTN Monday, Thursday Saturday 9:30 

PM 

145.230 MHz PL 110.9   KD8GXL 

COTN 7:15 PM DAILY   146.970 MHz PL 123.0 KV8Z 

TCTTN 9 PM Sun, Tues, Fri   147.015 MHz PL 110.9     WB8YYS 

TATN 8:00 PM DAILY 146.670 MHz PL 123.0  WG8Z 

NWOA Mon, Tue, Thu, Sat at 07:30 PM 147.375 MHz PL 103.5 KE8VJP 
   

• BRTN – Burning River Traffic Net 

(serving the Cleveland area) 

• COTN – Central Ohio Traffic Net 

(serving Columbus and Central Ohio) 

• TCTTN – Tri-County Traffic and Training Net 

(serving Northeast Ohio) 

• TATN – Tri-State Amateur Traffic Net 

(serving Southwest Ohio) 

• NWOA – Northwest Ohio ARES Traffic and Training Net 

(serving Northwest Ohio) 

 

  If you have a net in Ohio, you would like to list here please send me the information. ac8np@ac8np.com. 

 

Thanks For All You Do! 

Dan AC8NP 

Section Traffic Manager 

419.618.0330 

Ham Shack Hotline 4355 
 

** 

mailto:ac8np@ac8np.com
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DX This Week – #338 

Bill - AJ8B (thedxmentor@gmail.com / www.aj8b.com )   

 

Happy Fourth of July! I hope you are checking out the 13 Colonies 

Special Event and are working those guys. I really enjoy chasing them 

down each year. 

 Well, the conditions have not been good! This is typical for 

summertime. Last week, I spent some time flipping back through my 

paper logbooks. I love my DX Suite for logging, spotting, etc. but the old 

logbooks were so much more personal. I included notes about the QSO, 

the operator, and band conditions. In my last two years of high school, I 

worked at a factory as a “clean up kid”. I cleaned up the messes that were made after the guys would 

strip down rolls with a rubber coating. I would work from 6 AM until 10 AM and then 3 PM to 7 

PM. In the 5-hour gap, I would ride my bike home and just tune around. Those two summers found 

me working WAS each year on 10 meters! I went through the logbooks and I really brought back 

memories. 

 

 I did receive four cards the past week: IQ9MQ from Italy, VK9XU from Christmas Island, 

and HS0ZBX from Thailand. Let me know what you received. 

 

  

 

Each week I try to focus on those entities that will be available in the next 7 days. There is so much 

data to sift through that I thought a focus on the next week might be helpful 
 

mailto:thedxmentor@gmail.com
http://www.aj8b.com/
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** 

 

 

** 
Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 
 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 

documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has 

maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license 

authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System 

(ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees 

who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one.  

 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an 

unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set 

of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your 

license*    Click here to download the instructions 

** 

Need ideas or a place to discover those billions of other things in ham radio? The ARRL has four online 

publications (or in some cases print): 

• QST – monthly publication including news, reviews, technical tips, and projects 

• On The Air – for beginners and experts alike covering a wide range of operating interests and topics 

• QEX – bimonthly technical publication featuring experimentation, technical articles, and columns for hams 

and radio professionals 

• NCJ – bimonthly contesting journal with hints, stats, scores, and QSO parties 

Current ARRL members have access to the latest issues online through the links above or can search past articles.  

Non-members can find these resources on the ARRL Periodical DVD available for the last couple years via the store 

(under Station Resources), try the local library, or ask a member to borrow theirs 

** 

 

 

ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program 

The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, will cover the one-time $35 application 

fee for new amateur radio license candidates younger than 18 years old for tests administered under the ARRL 

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/2020/print_your_license.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-magazines
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-magazines
https://www.arrl.org/qst
https://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-magazine
https://www.arrl.org/qex
https://www.arrl.org/ncj
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-periodicals-archive-search
https://home.arrl.org/action/Shop/Products#filter=%7B%22Facet%22%3Anull,%22SubFacet%22%3Anull,%22Category%22%3A%7B%22Name%22%3A%22Station+Resources%22,%22Value%22%3A%22STATION_RESOURCES%22%7D,%22SubCategory%22%3Anull%7D&searchTerm=&searchItemNameTerm=&searchDescriptionTerm=&productClass=
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Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) program.  

 

"We are thrilled that we are able to provide this opportunity to our youth candidates," said ARRL VEC Manager 

Maria Somma, AB1FM. 

 

The $35 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL VEC 

receives the completed reimbursement form and after the new license has been issued. The reimbursement check will 

be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates younger than 18 years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of $5 to 

the ARRL VEC team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the age of 18, regardless of the 

exam level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the session. 

 

The ARRL Board approved the Youth Licensing Grant Program at its July 2021 meeting in Hartford, Connecticut, 

expanding on the scope of the original motion proposed by ARRL Southeastern Division Director Mickey Baker, 

N4MB. 

 

The Board believes the recruitment and training of young amateur radio operators is a necessary and proper mission 

of the ARRL and subsidization of the $35 fee will reduce the number of new amateurs that would otherwise be lost 

from these groups. Initially the new program would serve up to 1,000 new license applicants under 18 years old. The 

program length is indefinite; it may be renewed or terminated by the Administration and Finance Committee or by 

the Board of Directors. 

Visit the ARRL website for the program instructions and reimbursement form at www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-

program. 

 

** 
 

Estate Planning for Hams (What happens to all your stuff?) 
August is National Make-a-Will month. Some estimates show that nearly two-thirds of Americans don't have 

a plan. For some, it's procrastination. Others don't know where to start. “So many times we hear from the 

family of a Silent Key who are overwhelmed with what to do with a lifetime worth of amateur radio gear,” 

said ARRL Director of Development Kevin Beal, K8EAL. “Simply thinking through what needs to be done 

ahead of time can prevent the stress on our loved ones after we are gone.” 

 

ARRL this week held a webinar, hosted by Beal and Dino Papas, KLØS, to discuss the first steps of planning. 

“It is something that, unfortunately, doesn’t get a lot of attention. The bottom- line up front is, ‘what happens 

to all our beloved ham gear when that inevitable day comes along that we become a Silent Key?’... 

Unfortunately, that day may arrive unexpectedly – so we need to prepare ahead of time to make it as simple as 

possible for our families,” said Papas. 

 

On the ARRLHQ YouTube channel, you can see a replay of the 52-minute presentation, along with the 

question-and-answer section at the end. “Your station is an asset, just like anything else you’ve built and put 

resources into. Deciding now what happens when you become a Silent Key can help solidify your legacy to 

ham radio,” said Beal. The ARRL Legacy Circle recognizes the generosity of individuals who have planned 

support for ARRL through wills, trusts, life insurance gifts, and other ways. The ARRL Legacy Circle ensures 

that ARRL and amateur radio will continue to thrive for generations to come. 

 

** 

http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
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Important Links 
ARRL Home: www.arrl.org 

Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs 

Find your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections 

Find a License Class in your area: www.arrl.org/class 

Find a License Exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam 

Find a Hamfest or Convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests 

Email ARRL Clubs: clubs@arrl.org 

 

 
 

** 
 

 

 
 

Ohio Hamfests 

  

2025 

06/07/2025 - FCARC Summer Hamfest 
Location: Delta, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio 
Club 
Website: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest 
Learn More 
 

07/19/2025 - NOARSfest 
Location: Elyria, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society 
Website: https://www.noars.net/hamfests/noars
fest/ 
Learn More 
 

07/19/2025 - Williams County ARA 
Hamfest 
Location: Montpelier, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Williams County ARA 
Learn More 

07/20/2025 - Van Wert Hamfest 
Location: Van Wert, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Van Wert Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://w8fy.org 
Learn More 

 

http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/clubs
http://www.arrl.org/sections
http://www.arrl.org/class
http://www.arrl.org/exam
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
mailto:clubs@arrl.org
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-summer-hamfest-5
https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-summer-hamfest-5
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/noarsfest-12
https://www.noars.net/hamfests/noarsfest/
https://www.noars.net/hamfests/noarsfest/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/noarsfest-12
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/van-wert-hamfest-9
http://w8fy.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/van-wert-hamfest-9
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08/02/2025 - Columbus Hamfest 
Location: Grove City, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Aladdin Shrine Audio Unit 
Website: http://columbushamfest.com 
Learn More 
 

08/09/2025 - Cincinnati Hamfest℠ 

Location: Owensville, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Milford Amateur Radio Club 
Website: https://CincinnatiHamfest.org 
Learn More 

 

08/16/2025 - Portsmouth Radio Club 
2025 Hamfest 
Location: New Boston, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: ARRL, Jett Fire Equipment, 
Shawnee Computer and More 
Website: http://www.portsmouthradioclu
b.com 
Learn More 
 

08/17/2025 - Warren Hamfest 

Location: Cortland, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association 
Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest 
Learn More 
 

 08/30/2025 - Athens Trunkfest 
Location: Athens, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Athens County Amateur Radio 
Association 
Website: https://www.ac-ara.org/ 
Learn More 
 

09/07/2025 - Findlay Hamfest 
Location: Findlay, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club 
Website: http://w8ft.org 
Learn More 
 

09/28/2025 - Cleveland Hamfest 

Location: Berea, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland 
Website: https://www.hac.org 
Learn More 

 

10/04/2025 - Northwest Ohio Amateur 
Radio Club (NWOARC) Hamfest 
Location: Lima, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio 
Club 
Website: http://www.nwoarc.com 
Learn More 
 

10/11/2025 - Williams County ARA Hamfest 

Location: Montpelier, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Williams County ARA 
Learn More 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/columbus-hamfest-6
http://columbushamfest.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/columbus-hamfest-6
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-4
https://cincinnatihamfest.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-4
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2025-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2025-hamfest-1
http://www.portsmouthradioclub.com/
http://www.portsmouthradioclub.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2025-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-2
http://w8vtd.com/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-2
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/athens-trunkfest-1
https://www.ac-ara.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/athens-trunkfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/findlay-hamfest-12
http://w8ft.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/findlay-hamfest-12
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-5
https://www.hac.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-5
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-nwoarc-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-nwoarc-hamfest-1
http://www.nwoarc.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-nwoarc-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-2
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-2
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** 
Ohio Section Cabinet 

Section Manager – Tom Sly, WB8LCD Section Traffic Manager – David Maynard, WA3EZN 

Section Emergency Coordinator – Bret Stemen   KD8SCL Section Youth Coordinator – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Amanda Farone – KC3GFU 

State Government Liaison – Bob Winston, W2THU Public Information Coordinator – Elizabeth Klinc - KE8FMJ 

 
 

 

 

 

** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, we want to thank the ARRL, QST, ARRL Ohio Section 
Manager, and, their contributors and also the Scioto Valley 
ARC, Hillsdale Michigan Amateur Radio Club, Highland ARA for 
their contributions to our newsletter.  

 


