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“ Lancaster-Fairfield County's Amateur Radio Club since 6-3-1959  ”  
 
 
 

Club Meetings: 
1st Thursday of every month 

at 7:00 PM. Location: EMA 

building 240 Baldwin Dr, 

Lancaster, OH 43130. 

 

Nets: 
MONDAY 

NEWSLINE: 8:00pm 

CLUB NET at 9:00pm 

Monday AM Net at 9:00am 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

Weather 
Spotter/ARES Net: 

146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm 

 
GMRS REPEATER 

 

Transmits on 462.70 MHz 

Receives on 467.70 MHz 

PL code 77Hz 

 

FACEBOOK LINK 
 

Club Facebook Link 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your 

membership through the club, we retain $15 for 

each new membership OR lapsed membership 

(of two years or more), and we retain $2 for each 

renewal.  Please support our club, it doesn't cost 

any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
 

 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can 

swap it or sell it here.  List your items for free.  

Give a price and how to contact you.  Send the 

list to Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer 

Editor at ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

 

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  

 

2025 Officers 
 

President: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Vice President 
Eric Fox, KE8BZZ 

 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Treasurer: 
Guy Ingram,  W8AGI  

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Examiner: 
Walt Callahan, W8ALT 

 

Trainer:  

Tim Lentz, KD8QCA 

 

Activities Manager: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Public Relations: 

Jim Mills, KE8IID 

 

Safety Officer: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Web Master: 
Walter Callahan, W8ALT 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2304424573139424/?ref=share_group_link
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
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At 7:05 p.m., John called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  There were 13 members, 3 on zoom and one 

guest Chris Lockard (spouse of Tim) total of 17. 

Steve Anderson KD8JLA- Zoom 

Paul Bohn KE8WGZ 

Walt Callahan W8ALT 

Eric Fox KE8BZZ 

Tim Herron NM8Y  

 

John Hilliard W8OF 

Ralph Howes W8BVH -Zoom 

Guy Ingram W8AGI 

Patricia Jackson KJ8CXB 

Tim Lentz KD8QCA  

 

Matt Schouppe KE8ZFS 

Scott Snoke WD8IXO 

Kevin Steel KB8KSX 

Mary Travis KD8EEI 

Mark Urbine KC8TUW 

Art Wilson N8ART -Zoom 

Minutes were posted in Ragchewer and motion to approve by Art N9ART and seconded by Walt W8ALT. All were in favor.  

Guy gave the Treasurer report.  Tim KD8QCA made motion to approve treasurer’s report and seconded by Matt KE8ZFS.  All 

were in favor  

Eric just reminded everyone we may try to have a Ham Fest next year. 
 

Tim stated he has reserved July 21 – 25 for another Technician Class which will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. and he has one 

person who is interested.  Walt will get posted on website and Ralph will put in Ragchewer. 
 

Walt W8ALT reported we had 3 people for Saturday testing but one unable to make it so there will be 2 people and he has 

three people for testing.  If anyone else is available, it is nice to have an extra. 
 

Walt W8ALT did a presentation of the new website and the changes he has made.  Members were pleased with the changes 

and we recommend all members go out to the website soon to see the new format.  We think everyone will be very pleased 

with the new setup.  It is very easy to read and follow.  We thank Walt for all the time he has put into revising this website for 

our use. 
 

The following people volunteered to run the net:  June 9th  Kevin KB8KSX; June 16th  Guy W8AGI and June 23rd Eric KE8BZZ 

and June 30th Mark KC8TUW. 
 

Ralph had nothing new to report. 
 

John W8OF reported he is thinking about hooking the pre-amp back up to equipment on the hill to see if it helps our service. 
 

There was a discussion on Field Day and Mark KC8TUW is not available this year for set up, etc., it was decided we would not 

have a Field Day.  If we wish to have a Field Day for next year, we need to start in March making plans for what we want to do.  

Tim NM8Y said there are several parks in Stoutsville with shelter where you could pull up with your vehicle and gobox and set 

up and make contacts, etc.  Tim is willing to look into what might be available if we are interested for next year. 
 

Kevin KB8KSX and John W8OF went and took pictures of George Lambert’s equipment that his son, Andy 740 808-1417 wants 

to sell.  Ralph will put some information in the Ragchewer and if anyone is interested, please contact Andy to see the 

equipment.   
 

Mark KC8TUW stated he would send map out for locations for 4th of July parade and anyone interested in working the parade, 

please contact Mark.  Mary KD8EEI will attend the Safety Meeting for Parade on June 20th at Donato’s on West Fair.  If Mary 

can’t attend, Guy will be her backup. 
 

Mark KC8TUW made motion to adjourn, seconded by Guy.W8AGI. All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 

 

Minutes of May 1, 2025 Meeting 
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Mary Travis, 8KD8EEI 

Secretary. 

** 
Currently the K8QIK Radio Club in Lancaster, Ohio installed a GMRS 

repeater that transmits on 462.70 MHz and receives on 467.70 using PL code 

77Hz. The repeater is located on a 60-foot tower at a ground elevation of 

1,100 on the north end of the city. Range has been exceptionally good with 

hand-held coverage to most of the county. The repeater is open to anyone that 

has a current GMRS license and uses it to identify themselves every 15 

minutes of use. 

                         John, W8OF,  Station Engineer 

 
 

** 
 
 
 
 
 

 
** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** Monthly Club Breakfast ** 

 

NEW Location:  Scramblers 
   1377 Ety Rd, Lancaster, OH 43130 (across from Panera’s) 

 
Time: 9-11 am; 3rd Saturday of each month.  

Next breakfast is [6-21-25.] in Lancaster.                               
➢ We will have our club breakfast at Scramblers in Pickerington, 

OH once per Quarter. (Same time) We will remind you prior to 

the Pickerington Breakfast. This is to share the driving with some 

of our members in the Pickerington area.                                                        

PLEASE NOTE: The Weather Spotters net will now include the ARES 

group also. The net will now be called The Weather Spotter/ ARES net and 

will continue on 146.700 Repeater with 94.8 Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm. 

Also note the time is 7:00pm not 7:30. 
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** 

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) 

Exam sessions will be at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster 

Ohio, 43130, on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at 

http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning 

Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our VE team looks 

forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio and across our nation. 

We have an experienced team wich has tested candidates from Alaska, Florida, Texas and 

points in between!  

Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org to register. 

 

** 

 
From the Section Emergency Coordinator     
Bret Stemen – KD8SCL EC 
KD8SCL@gmail.com 

 

 

Hamvention  2025 
WOW! What a weekend at Hamvention 2025. There was a huge turnout. All 3 days turned out to be 

beautiful and warm days and the attendance was great.

  
The total attendance was over 36,000. 

    

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ve_testing@k8qik.org
mailto:KD8SCL@gmail.com
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                ARRL Staff at Hamvention 2025. 

 

 

I had the privilege of helping out at the ARRL ARES booth again this year. Thanks to Josh KE5MHV, the 

EM Director for the ARRL. There were several Section Managers from various Sections of the US and it 

was great to meet, work and get to know the SM’s and the ARRL staff. I had several discussions with most 

of them. I had the great pleasure of speaking with some ARES member from all over the Ohio Section and 

around the country and those that are interested in joining their local ARES group. I had several ARES 

members from the Ohio Section stop by and introduced themselves or just to say hello, this was the first 

time I was able to meet some of you face to face. I was asked about the new EmComm training that ARRL 

has been releasing (Basic, Intermediate and Advanced) which I recommend everyone take.  

The Great Lakes Division booth was next to the ARRL ARES booth and this gave me some time to speak 

with Scott N8SY, Roy W8REH and Tom WB8LCD. Josh and myself were able to have a few conversations 

at length regarding ARES and the ARRL, thank you Josh for opportunity to work the booth again this 

year. 

There were a lot of great forums again this year, to many to mention here. 

A special Thank you to the staff of volunteers that worked hard to organize and make Hamvention a huge 

success.  
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Josh KE5MHV, ARRL Emergency Management Director: Bret KD8SCL, Ohio Section SEC: Scott KK4ECR, NFL SM 

Training: 
The ARRL has started to release the latest EmComm courses. As of right now, only the Basic and the 

Intermediate EmComm courses has been released and can be found here. https://www.arrl.org/online-

course-catalog  

The Advanced EmComm course is expected to be released by the end of the year. These courses are not 

mandatory, but I highly recommend them as part of your training. 

 

Hamfests: 
There are plenty of Hamfests happening throughout the state. There is still plenty of time to attend one in 

your area, I am trying to attend as many as possible in my free time. Hopefully I will see you at one. For 

upcoming Hamfests, please visit our website at 

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/Location.section_id:oh/model:Event  

 

Field Day: 
Is your club or ARES group planning to hold a Field Day (Radio Connects) event on June 28-29th? If so, 

don’t forget to add your Field Day event to the Field Day Locator. https://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator. 

For more information about FD 2025 can be found here, https://www.arrl.org/field-day . 

 

I sincerely appreciate all you do for your neighbors, and for the Ohio Section! 

Bret KD8SCL   

https://www.arrl.org/online-course-catalog
https://www.arrl.org/online-course-catalog
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/Location.section_id:oh/model:Event
https://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator
https://www.arrl.org/field-day
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** 

 
From the Ohio Section Youth Coordinator  
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT - SYC k8zt@arrl.net  
  

June Activities 

Beware Homework Ahead 

Warning: This article contains numerous reading materials, 
resources, videos, and other multimedia content. 
You might also find yourself busy on the air during the 
upcoming weeks. It may become a habit, getting you on the 
air often. Side effects might include POTA, SOTA, 
Contesting, Portable Operations, Roving and more! 

June Operating Opportunities 

Many of you who read my articles or attend my 
presentations know I love a twofer. In my case, a twofer is “an action that 
accomplishes two goals but requires only one action.” What is better than a twofer? A 
fivefer, of course! So, this month, I present ideas for June activities that can 
accomplish five things: 

1. Get youth on the air 

2. Get Technician Licensees on the air 

3. Get inactive hams of any license class on the air 

4. Get outside with Ham Radio 

5. Have Fun!!! 

I will focus on six events that can help accomplish all of these goals and provide 
some just-in-time training to help even newcomers. The activities are the following: 

1. Atlantic Canada QSO Party (June 7) 

2. Kentucky QSO Party (June 8) 

3. ARRL International Digital Contest (June 7 & 8) 

4. ARRL June VHF Contest - June 9 & 10 

5. WV QSO Party (June 21) 

6. ARRL Field Day- June 22 & 23 

 

mailto:k8zt@arrl.net
https://acqp.ca/
http://www.kyqsoparty.org/rules/
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-digital-contest
http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf
https://www.qsl.net/wvqp/
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
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● “Beginners Introduction to VHF Operations”-Co-presenters Marty Woll, N6VI 

and Anthony Luscre, K8ZT, present a series of three sessions covering almost all 

aspects of getting on VHF/UHF for new hams. The sessions are recorded for 

viewing: 

1. Week 1- youtu.be/mUXQg_9cDPU 

2. Week 2- youtu.be/23mBr3wMqxs 

3. Week 3- youtu.be/wiGISL1E0b8 

4. Week 4- youtu.be/1CEzFauXmJI 

● A slideshow from the presentations, including clickable links 

and resources, is available at tiny.cc/bgvhf. 

● “Introduction to VHF Contesting” 

○ Slideshow- tiny.cc/vhf-contest 

○ Video- tiny.cc/gotavhf-v 

● “Introduction to AR Contesting”  

○ Video- https://youtu.be/-n5CLG0I1Yw 

○ Slideshow- tiny.cc/arcontest 

● “Technicians, Life Beyond Repeaters”  

○ Video- https://youtu.be/-m8tOFBYl4E 

○ Slideshow- tiny.cc/btech 

● From K0NR- “How to Work A VHF Contest” 

● From K5ND- “VHF Contesting Resources” 

● From VE3SMA “A VHF Contest Primer” 

From Pacific Northwest VHF- “FM Contesting 

Help Someone Get On The Air  

Here is where I appeal to those who already participate in these activities. Review 
your club's roster to identify Tech licensees, new hams, youth members, inactive 
hams, and other relevant categories. Once you have identified your target audience, 
contact them personally and invite them to participate in activities with you. 
Alternatively, your club may want to put together some group activities. 

That’s it for this month. I hope to hear you on the air operating one of these six 
activities! 
73,  

Anthony, K8ZT (k8zt@arrl.net) 

 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/mUXQg_9cDPU
https://youtu.be/23mBr3wMqxs
https://youtu.be/wiGISL1E0b8
https://youtu.be/1CEzFauXmJI
http://tiny.cc/bgvhf
http://tiny.cc/vhf-contest
http://tiny.cc/gotavhf-v
https://youtu.be/-n5CLG0I1Yw
http://tiny.cc/arcontest
https://youtu.be/-m8tOFBYl4E
http://tiny.cc/btech
https://www.k0nr.com/wordpress/my-articles/how-to-work-a-vhf-contest/#:~:text=Frequencies%20above%2050%20MHz%20(6m,ll%20want%20to%20use%20it.
https://k5nd.net/2021/01/guide-to-vhf-contesting-references-to-further-information/
http://www.va3cco.com/VHFContestPrimer.pdf
http://www.pnwvhfs.org/fm-contesting.html
mailto:k8zt@arrl.net
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** 

John Myers,  WG8X       
wg8x.radio@gmail.com 
330-936-5021 
 
Welcome to June! The big show is over, and Summer has begun! As I said last month, 
things get incredibly busy around here once summer arrives.  
The week of Hamvention is mostly taken up with the big show, then there’s the week 
that I don’t see talked about a lot. That’s the week after, when we return to work, 
we clean out the vehicle,  
 
 
 
 
We follow up with folks we’ve met in SW Ohio, etc. I completely emptied out my truck 
during Memorial Day weekend and am still short one 25’ coax jumper. I’m confident 
though that it will turn up shortly. 
Here’s the stats this month for the section website. Thanks to all who are using the 
site.  
During the month of May, the top 5 pages at arrl-ohio.org were: 

1) Arrl-ohio Home Page (arrl-ohio.org/) 399 Views 

2) Hamfests (arrl-ohio.org/hamfests/) 391 Views 

3) Section Swap & Shop (arrl-ohio.org/section-swap-shop/) 242 Views 

4) Ohio Section ARES (arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/) 58 Views 

5)  Ohio ARES HF Digital Net (arrl-ohio.org/ohden/) 57 Views 

There’s one thing you can help me out with. If you are linking to the Ohio section 
newsletters via your website, please test your links. I have had an ongoing issue for 
2-3 months now with someone following a dead link, and receiving a “Page Not Found” 
error. I can tell from the stats that they are trying to view either the Postscript, 
or the Ohio Section Journal, but there’s a snippet of HTML in the address that causes 
the link to crash.  
If this is you, or if you aren’t sure, feel free to reach out to me, and I’ll try to 
explain further.  
And that’s it for this month. I hope everyone has a great month, and if you are going 
to Hamvention, check out the forums. Hamvention is about so much more than the flea 
Market, and vendor displays. 73 DE WG8X 

 

** 

 
 

  

Calibration of ENR Noise Sources 
  

Take a step toward eliminating your noise problems by learning how to 
calibrate your Excess Noise Ratio (ENR) noise sources. Read QEX 

mailto:wg8x.radio@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/wb8lc/AppData/Local/Temp/MicrosoftEdgeDownloads/f27811c0-62de-4015-b6fd-01c39de9f61f/arrl-ohio.org/
file:///C:/Users/wb8lc/AppData/Local/Temp/MicrosoftEdgeDownloads/f27811c0-62de-4015-b6fd-01c39de9f61f/arrl-ohio.org/hamfests/
file:///C:/Users/wb8lc/AppData/Local/Temp/MicrosoftEdgeDownloads/f27811c0-62de-4015-b6fd-01c39de9f61f/arrl-ohio.org/section-swap-shop/
https://arrl-ohio.org/section-swap-shop/
https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/
https://arrl-ohio.org/ohden/
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzI2MzAzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zNzkzMzY0NA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzI2MzAzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zNzkzMzY0MQ/index.html


 

 
 

11 

 

 

 

** 
Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 
 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 

documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has 

maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license 

authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System 

(ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees 

who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one.  

 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an 

unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set 

of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your 

license*    Click here to download the instructions 

** 

Need ideas or a place to discover those billions of other things in ham radio? The ARRL has four online 

publications (or in some cases print): 

• QST – monthly publication including news, reviews, technical tips, and projects 

• On The Air – for beginners and experts alike covering a wide range of operating interests and topics 

• QEX – bimonthly technical publication featuring experimentation, technical articles, and columns for hams 

and radio professionals 

• NCJ – bimonthly contesting journal with hints, stats, scores, and QSO parties 

Current ARRL members have access to the latest issues online through the links above or can search past articles.  

Non-members can find these resources on the ARRL Periodical DVD available for the last couple years via the store 

(under Station Resources), try the local library, or ask a member to borrow theirs 

** 

 

 

ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program 

The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, will cover the one-time $35 application 

fee for new amateur radio license candidates younger than 18 years old for tests administered under the ARRL 

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/2020/print_your_license.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-magazines
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-magazines
https://www.arrl.org/qst
https://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-magazine
https://www.arrl.org/qex
https://www.arrl.org/ncj
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-periodicals-archive-search
https://home.arrl.org/action/Shop/Products#filter=%7B%22Facet%22%3Anull,%22SubFacet%22%3Anull,%22Category%22%3A%7B%22Name%22%3A%22Station+Resources%22,%22Value%22%3A%22STATION_RESOURCES%22%7D,%22SubCategory%22%3Anull%7D&searchTerm=&searchItemNameTerm=&searchDescriptionTerm=&productClass=
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Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) program.  

 

"We are thrilled that we are able to provide this opportunity to our youth candidates," said ARRL VEC Manager 

Maria Somma, AB1FM. 

 

The $35 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL VEC 

receives the completed reimbursement form and after the new license has been issued. The reimbursement check will 

be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates younger than 18 years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of $5 to 

the ARRL VEC team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the age of 18, regardless of the 

exam level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the session. 

 

The ARRL Board approved the Youth Licensing Grant Program at its July 2021 meeting in Hartford, Connecticut, 

expanding on the scope of the original motion proposed by ARRL Southeastern Division Director Mickey Baker, 

N4MB. 

 

The Board believes the recruitment and training of young amateur radio operators is a necessary and proper mission 

of the ARRL and subsidization of the $35 fee will reduce the number of new amateurs that would otherwise be lost 

from these groups. Initially the new program would serve up to 1,000 new license applicants under 18 years old. The 

program length is indefinite; it may be renewed or terminated by the Administration and Finance Committee or by 

the Board of Directors. 

Visit the ARRL website for the program instructions and reimbursement form at www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-

program. 

** 
ARRL Teachers Institute Set for Record Year 
The ARRL Teachers Institute on Wireless 
Technology (TI) has 13 sessions announced in 2025, 
with more in the works. The program is a donor-
funded professional development program designed to 
help classroom teachers elevate their science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
programs using wireless technology. 
  
“This is all possible because of the high level of 
confidence that our donors have in the program. We 
are grateful that many have stepped up to make this 
all possible,” said ARRL Director of Development 
Kevin Beal, K8EAL. Through donations to the ARRL Education and Technology Program, 
donors have entrusted ARRL to help teachers integrate amateur radio into their 
curriculum. 
  
The support has been from all levels. During a YouTube telethon to benefit the 
program, individual hams contributed more than $21,000, which unlocked another 
$20,000 challenge gift from donors. David Ginsburg, N3BKV, funded an endowment in the 
name of his parents. The Hy and Mimi Ginsburg Educator position is the first of 
several major gifts to the program. 
  
“We are so excited that we get to grow the program this year,” said ARRL Education 
and Learning Manager Steve Goodgame, K5ATA. Part of that growth has involved making 

 

http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
http://www.arrl.org/ti?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
http://www.arrl.org/ti?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/news/41-000-raised-by-donors-youtubers-for-arrl-teachers-institute?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/news/41-000-raised-by-donors-youtubers-for-arrl-teachers-institute?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/news/generational-legacy-carried-on-in-arrl-teachers-institute?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
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sessions available in local communities across the country. After a successful first 
remote session was held on Staten Island, another will take place next week in 
Louisiana. The Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Lab is hosting one later in 
the year. 
  
“The success of the program is evident, but the lasting impact may go even further 
than we can measure today," said Goodgame. Network media outlets have covered 
programs built by TI graduates , and there are hundreds of active hams in the 
schools that TI graduates lead. 
  
The momentum continues to build around the program. “We’re seeing a huge response 
from the education world. Word is spreading, and teachers are excited for what the TI 
can help them accomplish,” said Goodgame. 
  
Beal says those wishing to contribute to this entirely donor-funded program can 
visit www.arrl.org/givetostem . 

 

** 
 

 

 

DX This Week – #335 

Bill - AJ8B (thedxmentor@gmail.com / 
www.aj8b.com )   

 

Wow – what a tough week for chasing DX. Around the end of May, a 

Coronal Mass Ejection (CME) occurred and effected the earth on 

June 1st, 2nd, and 3rd with residual effects lasting a bit longer. A CME is 

an eruption of solar material and strong magnetic fields. When this 

arrives at the earth, a geomagnetic storm can result. I noticed three things 

because of this event. First, the HF bands could not have been deader than if I had just 

disconnected my antenna. Secondly, there was an amazing, day long, 6 Meter opening to Europe 

and South America on June 3rd. Finally, many folks here in Ohio were able to catch a glimpse of 

the Norther lights on June 1st and 2nd. Who says this DX stuff is easy? 

 Here is an update from Yuris, YL2GM, after his ZS8 - Prince Edward and Marion Islands 

DXPedition. Yuris, departed Marion Island (ZS8W) on May 13th. It took five days by boat for him 

to arrive in Durban, South Africa. He has now been home for about 10 days. He closed the ZS8W 

webpage as it was causing major problems from envious and bad actors. All documents have been 

sent to the ARRL DXCC Desk. He is still waiting for the operation to be approved. In the 

meantime, QSL cards have been ordered with expectation of receiving them today from the printer. 

Yuris plans to have all direct requests mailed this month. OQRS is open 

at https://clublog.org/charts/?c=ZS8W He requested the LoTW certificate and plans to upload 

https://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-teachers-institute-coming-to-a-town-near-you?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/news/johns-hopkins-university-to-hold-arrl-teachers-institute?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/news/student-led-ariss-contact-a-success?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/news/student-led-ariss-contact-a-success?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/news/new-york-high-school-helps-license-amateur-radio-operators?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/news/new-york-high-school-helps-license-amateur-radio-operators?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
http://www.arrl.org/givetostem?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
mailto:thedxmentor@gmail.com
http://www.aj8b.com/
https://clublog.org/charts/?c=ZS8W
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QSOs to LoTW August 15th. In the meantime, Yuris has been very busy catching up on life back 

home. 

I also received several QSL cards this week. They are below. Let me know what you received! 

 

 

  

 

Each week I try to focus on those entities that will be available in the 
next 7 days. There is so much data to sift through that I thought a focus 
on the next week might be helpful. Here is what you should find QRV when 
you tune the bands.  
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** 

Estate Planning for Hams (What happens to all your stuff?) 
August is National Make-a-Will month. Some estimates show that nearly two-thirds of Americans don't have 

a plan. For some, it's procrastination. Others don't know where to start. “So many times we hear from the 

family of a Silent Key who are overwhelmed with what to do with a lifetime worth of amateur radio gear,” 

said ARRL Director of Development Kevin Beal, K8EAL. “Simply thinking through what needs to be done 

ahead of time can prevent the stress on our loved ones after we are gone.” 

 

ARRL this week held a webinar, hosted by Beal and Dino Papas, KLØS, to discuss the first steps of planning. 

“It is something that, unfortunately, doesn’t get a lot of attention. The bottom- line up front is, ‘what happens 

to all our beloved ham gear when that inevitable day comes along that we become a Silent Key?’... 

Unfortunately, that day may arrive unexpectedly – so we need to prepare ahead of time to make it as simple as 

possible for our families,” said Papas. 

 

On the ARRLHQ YouTube channel, you can see a replay of the 52-minute presentation, along with the 

question-and-answer section at the end. “Your station is an asset, just like anything else you’ve built and put 

resources into. Deciding now what happens when you become a Silent Key can help solidify your legacy to 

ham radio,” said Beal. The ARRL Legacy Circle recognizes the generosity of individuals who have planned 

support for ARRL through wills, trusts, life insurance gifts, and other ways. The ARRL Legacy Circle ensures 

that ARRL and amateur radio will continue to thrive for generations to come. 

 

** 
Important Links 

ARRL Home: www.arrl.org 

Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs 

Find your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections 

Find a License Class in your area: www.arrl.org/class 

Find a License Exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam 

Find a Hamfest or Convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests 

Email ARRL Clubs: clubs@arrl.org 

 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/clubs
http://www.arrl.org/sections
http://www.arrl.org/class
http://www.arrl.org/exam
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
mailto:clubs@arrl.org
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Ohio Hamfests 

  

2025 

06/07/2025 - FCARC Summer Hamfest 
Location: Delta, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio 
Club 
Website: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest 
Learn More 
 

07/19/2025 - NOARSfest 
Location: Elyria, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society 
Website: https://www.noars.net/hamfests/noars
fest/ 
Learn More 
 

07/19/2025 - Williams County ARA 
Hamfest 
Location: Montpelier, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Williams County ARA 
Learn More 
 

07/20/2025 - Van Wert Hamfest 
Location: Van Wert, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Van Wert Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://w8fy.org 
Learn More 

 

08/02/2025 - Columbus Hamfest 
Location: Grove City, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Aladdin Shrine Audio Unit 
Website: http://columbushamfest.com 
Learn More 
 

08/09/2025 - Cincinnati Hamfest℠ 

Location: Owensville, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Milford Amateur Radio Club 
Website: https://CincinnatiHamfest.org 
Learn More 

 

08/16/2025 - Portsmouth Radio Club 
2025 Hamfest 
Location: New Boston, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: ARRL, Jett Fire Equipment, 
Shawnee Computer and More 
Website: http://www.portsmouthradioclu
b.com 
Learn More 
 

08/17/2025 - Warren Hamfest 

Location: Cortland, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association 
Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest 
Learn More 
 

 08/30/2025 - Athens Trunkfest 
Location: Athens, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Athens County Amateur Radio 
Association 
Website: https://www.ac-ara.org/ 
Learn More 
 

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-summer-hamfest-5
https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-summer-hamfest-5
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/noarsfest-12
https://www.noars.net/hamfests/noarsfest/
https://www.noars.net/hamfests/noarsfest/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/noarsfest-12
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/van-wert-hamfest-9
http://w8fy.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/van-wert-hamfest-9
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/columbus-hamfest-6
http://columbushamfest.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/columbus-hamfest-6
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-4
https://cincinnatihamfest.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-4
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2025-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2025-hamfest-1
http://www.portsmouthradioclub.com/
http://www.portsmouthradioclub.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2025-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-2
http://w8vtd.com/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-2
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/athens-trunkfest-1
https://www.ac-ara.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/athens-trunkfest-1
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09/07/2025 - Findlay Hamfest 
Location: Findlay, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club 
Website: http://w8ft.org 
Learn More 
 

09/28/2025 - Cleveland Hamfest 
Location: Berea, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland 
Website: https://www.hac.org 
Learn More 

 

10/04/2025 - Northwest Ohio Amateur 
Radio Club (NWOARC) Hamfest 
Location: Lima, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio 
Club 
Website: http://www.nwoarc.com 
Learn More 
 

10/11/2025 - Williams County ARA Hamfest 

Location: Montpelier, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Williams County ARA 
Learn More 
 

11/02/2025 - 2025 MARC Hamfest at MAPS 
Location: N. Canton, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Massillon ARC 
Website: http://www.w8np.net 
Learn More 
 

08/16/2026 - Warren Hamfest 
Location: Cortland, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association 
Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest 
Learn More 
 

 

** 
 

Final…  Final 
 
I saw a lot of you at Hamvention this year!  I know, I probably missed a few of you 
out there.  I have always viewed hamvention as a long weekend with tens of thousands 
of my best friends!  And that’s certainly the way it was this year.  I’ve said it 
before, and I’m not kidding – This is the biggest and best Hamfest IN THE WORLD – and 
it’s right in your backyard.  If you don’t attend you are missing out on one of the 
most motivating activities you can participate in as a Ham!  It’s impossible to come 
away NOT being inspired to up your participation in the hobby.   
 
As I’ve said, it’s an outstanding opportunity to hear and see what others are doing.  
It’s the mother of all flea-markets – if it’s not out there, it’s probably not 
available.  You can meet and talk to the movers and shakers of every aspect of the 
Amateur Radio Hobby!  Every manufacturer and dealer of products supportive to the 
hobby are there.  There are special “deals” on just about everything.  You can spend 
a little or a lot, but you’ll come home with a lot of smiles! 
 

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/findlay-hamfest-12
http://w8ft.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/findlay-hamfest-12
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-5
https://www.hac.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-5
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-nwoarc-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-nwoarc-hamfest-1
http://www.nwoarc.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-nwoarc-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-2
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-2
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2025-marc-hamfest-at-maps
http://www.w8np.net/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2025-marc-hamfest-at-maps
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-3
http://w8vtd.com/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-3
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Speaking of smiles, I was invited to the DARA / Hamvention  Awards Banquet.  I 
accepted the invitation expecting a “free dinner” – but boy was I surprised!  Before 
the dinner was served, Michael Kalter – W8CI – asked me to come up to the podium 
where I was presented with a DARA / Hamvention “Spirit of Amateur Radio” award.  
Totally unexpected.  Greatly appreciated.   

 
I hope to 
see you 
all at 
Hamvention 
next year 
– I’ll 
give you a 
little 
hint:  put 
it on your 
calendar 
NOW and 
start 
making 
your 
plans!  
May 15, 16 
& 17, 
2026. 
 
Next up is 

Field Day!  

It’s not too 

late to make 

your plans and get set up for that….  June 28-29.  If you missed it, you might want to watch the ARRL Ohio Sections 

Field Day zoom presentation.  You can find it at:      https://youtu.be/Bzw9RL5obyA  

 

I believe that Amateur Radio has a lot to offer to our society, our country, to 
science and to each individual engaged in this great hobby!  I want to focus just for 
a moment on 2 of the 5 items listed in Part 97.1 of the FCC Rules & Regs. – Our 
“Basis and Purpose”: 
(b) Continuation and extension of the amateur's proven ability to contribute to the a
dvancement of the radio art. 
And, 
(e) Continuation and extension of the amateur's unique ability to enhance internation
al goodwill.  
 
Section (b) says to me that we, as Amateur Radio Operators, have an obligation to 
both learn, and teach, the principles of radio science.  To advance our understanding 
and use of the capabilities that Radio offers to all forms of communication.  We do a 
pretty good job at this, but we need to expand our reach.  What I mean is that we 
need to be more intentional at increasing our ranks (as both Amateur Radio Operators 

https://youtu.be/Bzw9RL5obyA
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and Engineers and Scientists) by reaching out to a broader segment of our society and 
bringing in more of our youth into the hobby. 
 
Section  (e) says to me that we need to spread “goodwill” – both at home and abroad.  
More than anything, that’s just a matter of our attitude adjusting our action.  I 
revert to the movie “Roadhouse” – just be nice. 
 
Share the Magic of Radio! 
 
73, 
Tom  WB8LCD 
 

** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** 
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** 
Ohio Section Cabinet 

Section Manager – Tom Sly, WB8LCD Section Traffic Manager – David Maynard, WA3EZN 

Section Emergency Coordinator – Bret Stemen   KD8SCL Section Youth Coordinator – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Amanda Farone – KC3GFU 

State Government Liaison – Bob Winston, W2THU Public Information Coordinator – Elizabeth Klinc - KE8FMJ 

 
 

 

 

 

** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…………. FOR SALE………… 

 
 Meters & Test Equipment 

As always, we want to thank the ARRL, QST, ARRL Ohio Section 
Manager, and, their contributors and also the Scioto Valley 
ARC, Hillsdale Michigan Amateur Radio Club, Highland ARA for 
their contributions to our newsletter.  
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Specifications | Controls 

 

The used Kenwood DM-81 dip power is a useful device for the adjustment 

of radio equipment and antennas. The DM-81 is a self-excited oscillator 

designed for external coupling. The measurable frequency range is 700 kHz 

to 250 MHz in seven bands. The supplied seven dip meter coils, capacitive 

probe, earphone and ground clip lead can be carried in the pull-out drawer at 

the base of the meter. It is in like new condition. 

Operation is from a 9-volt battery (9 mA) not supplied.  

70x180x45mm 690 g 

It also comes with the instruction manual and in the original box.    $125.00 

plus shipping if needed. Can help with delivery close to Fairfield County, 

OH. 

W8BVH@sbcglobal.net 

 

~ 
 
A new Ten Tec Omni C Digital Display Unit. I bought this from Ten Tec about 2 years 
before they closed up in Sevierville, TN, just in case my display went out. There was 
a small problem with that happening. I never used it and don’t have the Omni C 
anymore. Along With what you see in the picture, there are two knobs and two toggle 
switches, also new. 
$50.00. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.universal-radio.com/catalog/meters/dm81spec.jpg
https://www.universal-radio.com/catalog/meters/dm81cont.jpg
https://www.universal-radio.com/catalog/meters/DM81coils.jpg
https://www.universal-radio.com/catalog/meters/DM81bot.jpg
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~ 

Frequency Standard  

Palomar Engineers Inc.; Escondido, CA  

 

• Country 

• United States of America (USA)  

• Manufacturer / Brand 

• Palomar Engineers Inc.; Escondido, CA  

• Year 1970  

• Category Service- or Lab Equipment  

• Radiomuseum.org ID 289195 

• Picture  Schematics  

Palomar Engineers Frequency Standard (2)  

QST April 1971 page 128  

 Technical Specifications 

https://www.radiomuseum.org/dsp_hersteller_detail.cfm?company_id=13276
https://www.radiomuseum.org/cy/only_united%20states%20o.html
https://www.radiomuseum.org/dsp_hersteller_detail.cfm?company_id=13276
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/palomaren_frequency_standard.html#pic-tabs-2
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/palomaren_frequency_standard.html#pic-tabs-1
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/palomaren_frequency_standard.html
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• Loudspeaker 

• - - No sound reproduction output. 

• Material 

• Plastics (no Bakelite or Catalin) 

• Shape 

• Very small Portable or Pocket-Set (Handheld) < 8 inch. 

• Notes 

• The Palomar Frequency Standard is crystal controlled with markers at 100, 50, 25, 10, and 5 KHz. 

• Price in first year of sale, 32.50 USD 

• Mentioned in QST (April 1971 page 128) 

• Author: Model page created by Wayne Childress. See "Data change" for further contributors. 

•  

• $15.00 

~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Noise Bridge R-X  

Palomar Engineers Inc.; Escondido, CA  

https://www.radiomuseum.org/lf/b/qst/
https://www.radiomuseum.org/collection/wayne_childress.html
https://www.radiomuseum.org/dsp_hersteller_detail.cfm?company_id=13276
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• Country: United States of America (USA)  

• Manufacturer / Brand: Palomar Engineers Inc.; Escondido, CA  

• Year 1977??  

• Category Service- or Lab Equipment  

• Radiomuseum.org ID: 189006 

• Picture  

• Schematics  

Palomar Engineers Noise Bridge R-X (1)  

 

Click on the schematic thumbnail to request the schematic as a free document.  

 Technical Specifications 

• Number of Transistors- 3  

• Semiconductors 

• Wave bands: Wave Bands given in the notes. 

• Power type and voltage: Dry Batteries / 9 Volt 

• Loudspeaker: - - No sound reproduction output. 

• Material Metal case 

https://www.radiomuseum.org/cy/only_united%20states%20o.html
https://www.radiomuseum.org/dsp_hersteller_detail.cfm?company_id=13276
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/palomar_noise_bridge_r_x.html#pic-tabs-2
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/palomar_noise_bridge_r_x.html#pic-tabs-1
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/palomar_noise_bridge_r_x.html
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• from Radiomuseum.org: Model: Noise Bridge R-X - Palomar Engineers Inc.; 

• Shape: Very small Portable or Pocket-Set (Handheld) < 8 inch. 

• Dimensions (WHD): 15.5 x 31 x 99 mm / 0.6 x 1.2 x 3.9 inch 

• Notes 

• The R-X Noise Bridge contains a wideband noise generator and an RF impedance bridge. A shortwave 

receiver is used as the detector. The useful range on the Noise Bridge is 1-100 MHz. It measures R= 0-250 

ohms and C= +/- 70 pF. Dial accuracy is about 2 pF.  

 

The related XC value (capacitive impedance in ohms) is calculated by formula XC = 159154*(1/(70-C)-

1/70)/F and the related XL value (inductive impedance in ohms) is calculated by formula XL = 

159154*(1/70-1/(70+C))/F.  

C is the value of the scale reading at the noise bridge (in pF) and F is the frequency of the receiver used as 

detector (in MHz). 

• Net weight (2.2 lb = 1 kg), 0.350 kg / 0 lb 12.3 oz (0.771 lb)           

• Source of data: -- Original-techn. papers. 

• Literature/Schematics (1): -- Schematic 

• Author: Model page created by Emilio Focosi. See "Data change" for further contributors.  $25.00 

 

~ 
 

https://www.radiomuseum.org/collection/emilio_focosi.html
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THE BUDGET SMARTUNER   

 

Low Cost Smartuning 

Get quality performance from a low-cost package. The 

SG-239 will operate from 1.8 to 30MHz with 1.5 to 

200W. It has over 130,000 possible tuning 

combinations and 170 memory bins for fast, accurate 

tuning. Like all Smartuners, it gives you the most 

flexibility because it will work with any antenna and 

any transceiver. It also has push buttons for a manual 

tune option. It weighs only 2 pounds, so you can use it 

for base, or portable!  

 

$100.00 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS   

HF Frequency Range:  

Power Input Range: 

Input Impedance Range: 

VSWR: 

DC Input Requirement: 

DC Operating Range: 

Input Current: 

Average: 

Recurrent set time: 

Memory Capacity: 

Possible Tuning Combinations: 

Antenna Length: 

 

Installation: 

Operating Temperature: 

Size: 

Weight: 

Case Construction: 

Control Cable: 

Accessories: 

Buy it! 

1.8 to 30 MHz 

1.5 to 200W (PEP) and 80W (continuous) 

45 to 55 ohms 

Typical: Less than 2:1 

+13.8 VDC (nominal) 

+10.5 to 18 VDC 

300 milli Amps 

Typical: Less than 2 seconds 

Typical: Less than 10 milliseconds 

170 non-volatile locations 

130,000+ 

Minimum lengths: 40 feet(3.3 to 30 MHz)  

100 feet(1.8 to 30 MHz) 

Any position, ideal at antenna feed point 

-35 to +70 degrees C 

7.5L x 6W x 1.85H inches 

2 pounds 

Aluminum case with exposed PCB* 

No cables supplied 

Smartlock™ 

*Requires extra protection for installation outdoors. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION   

Compare Smartuner Specifications. 

Download a brochure or manual in pdf format. 

Read comments from other users. 

Read about real user installations. 

Visit our FAQ page. 

Look for technical notes on the SG-239. 

Review magazine articles and press releases. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sgcworld.com/purchaseInfoPage.html
http://www.sgcworld.com/smartaccessProductPage.html
http://www.sgcworld.com/SmartunerComparisonPage.html
http://www.sgcworld.com/PubInfoPage.html
http://www.sgcworld.com/smartcomments.html
http://www.sgcworld.com/smartinstallpage.html
http://www.sgcworld.com/239FAQ.html
http://www.sgcworld.com/smarttechnote.html
http://www.sgcworld.com/smartarticles.html
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~ 
 
Motorola external speaker: TSN6006A. It has a volume control on the side. $10.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ 
 

 
Hallicrafter 
SX110 HF 
receiver. The 
front is 
pretty clean 
with two 
replacement 
knobs. Radio 
hears well 
but pots 
probably need 
cleaned. A 
repaint of 
the cabinet 

would be nice. I think I still have the formula for the paint. 
 
 Asking $100.00. 
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Contact: 
Ralph Howes 
W8BVH 
w8bvh@sbcglobal.net 
740-475-8699 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 

George Lamberts radio gear for sale.  

Here are a couple photos of some things for sale. George was a long-time 

member of the club. Let’s help his wife. Call Andy, his son, after 4pm 

:740-808-1417 

 

 

 

mailto:w8bvh@sbcglobal.net
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