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K8QIK=The "Voice" of Amateur Radio in 
Fairfield County 
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“ Lancaster-Fairfield County's Amateur Radio Club since 6-3-1959  ”  
 
 
 

Club Meetings: 
1st Thursday of every month 

at 7:00 PM. Location: EMA 

building 240 Baldwin Dr, 

Lancaster, OH 43130. 

 

Nets: 
MONDAY 

NEWSLINE: 8:00pm 

CLUB NET at 9:00pm 

Monday AM Net at 9:00am 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

Weather 
Spotter/ARES Net: 

146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm 

 
GMRS REPEATER 

 

Transmits on 462.70 MHz 

Receives on 467.70 MHz 

PL code 77Hz 

 

FACEBOOK LINK 
 

Club Facebook Link 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your 

membership through the club, we retain $15 for 

each new membership OR lapsed membership 

(of two years or more), and we retain $2 for each 

renewal.  Please support our club, it doesn't cost 

any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
 

 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can 

swap it or sell it here.  List your items for free.  

Give a price and how to contact you.  Send the 

list to Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer 

Editor at ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

 

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  

 

2023 Officers 
 

President: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Vice President: 
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Secretary: 
?? 

 

Treasurer: 
Guy Ingram,  W8AGI  

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Examiner: 
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Trainer:  

Tim Lentz, KD8QCA 

 

Activities Manager: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Public Relations: 

Jim Mills, KE8IID 

 

Safety Officer: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Web Master: 
Walter Callahan, W8ALT 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2304424573139424/?ref=share_group_link
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
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At 7:00 p.m., Mary called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  There were 11 members plus 5 members via 
Zoom for a total of 16 members.  One new member application Michael Kemper, General for 1st review. 
 

Steve Anderson KD8JLA  Zoom 
Walt Callahan W8ALT Zoom 
Eric Fox KE8BZZ 
John Hilliard W8OF 
Guy Ingram W8AGI 
 

Paul Kidwell W8PDK  Zoom 
Tim Lentz KD8QCA 
Lowell Miller W8QIY Zoom 
Jim Mills KE8IID 
Robert Northrup KC8PSW 
 

David Nowocin WB9PXH 
Jeff Payne KE8AME 
Scott Snoke WD8IXO Zoom 
Kevin Steel KB8KSX 
Mary Travis KD8EEI 
Mark Urbine KC8TUW 
 

 
Minutes were posted in Ragchewer and motion to approve made by David WB9PXH and seconded by Jim KE8IID. All were in 
favor.  
 
Guy gave the Treasurer report.  Jim KE8IID made motion to approve treasurer’s report and seconded by Tim KD8QCA. All were 
in favor.  Guy reported we will be going with ARRL for our club insurance.   
 
Robert stated they had used the digital approach for the last exam and was able to send approval to ARRL for digital testing.  
System worked very well.   
 
Tim KD8QCA reported he had two people for the one-day class but had issues with getting FRN’s for the people.  Tim may try 
another one-day session in June. 
 
The following people volunteered to run the net:  May 6th Robert, KC8PSW; May 13th Guy W8AGI; May 20th Kevin KB8KSX; 
May 27th Mark KC8TUW; and June 3rd Mark or Paul.  
 

John W8OF reported duplexer came in and some parts and he will install later this month. 
 

Mark KC8TUW safety presentation was on essential emergency equipment to have in your vehicle.  Spare key & phone app., 
spare tire & jack w/tools, first aid kit & booklet, jumper cables, bright jacket/reflective vest, tool kit, water. & food, flashlight, extra 
wallet with spare change, credit card & old driver’s license, map, POW Tool for breaking window. 
 
Walt W8ALT reported he has reworded website for online testing, LFCARC exam tools as well as updating the Ohio Section 
testing.  Walt also added John Fick as silent key with obituary and added 65th Anniversary on the front page. 
 
Mark KC8TUW reported he has sent everyone the letter he is planning on sending to local media, etc. for our 65th Anniversary 
celebration.  Mark has reserved the Pizza Cottage on Ety Road for June 1st between 6 and 8 p.m. for our celebration.  Everyone 
will be on their own for dinner. 
 
Mark KC8TUW says we have the Coon Hunters Club reserved if we want to have a Field Day.   
 
Jim KD8IID made motion to adjourn and seconded by Guy W8AGI.  Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 

Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 Acting Secretary. 

** 

  Minutes of May,2024 Meeting  
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Currently the K8QIK Radio Club in Lancaster, Ohio installed a GMRS 

repeater that transmits on 462.70 MHz and receives on 467.70 using PL code 

77Hz. The repeater is located on a 60-foot tower at a ground elevation of 

1,100 on the north end of the city. Range has been exceptionally good with 

hand-held coverage to most of the county. The repeater is open to anyone that 

has a current GMRS license and uses it to identify themselves every 15 

minutes of use. 

                         John, W8OF 

                         Station Engineer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
** 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

** 

 

** Monthly Club Breakfast ** 
 

Location:  Frisch's Big Boy at the mall 
 Lancaster, Ohio 43130 

 
Time: 9-11 am; 3rd Saturday of each month.                                                                                        
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The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) 

Exam sessions will be at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster 

Ohio, 43130, on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at 

http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning 

Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our VE team looks 

forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio and across our nation. 

We have an experienced team that has tested candidates from Alaska, Florida, Texas and 

points in between!  

Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org to register. 

** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** 

 
 

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ve_testing@k8qik.org
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Want to know where to go to get the courses you need?  It’s all Right Here! 

 
• Ohio EMA Training Calendar 

• Login to the DPS Training Campus 

• Create a new account on the DPS Training Campus 
 

NOTE: 
• Most courses are in-person but some course may be hosted virtually (this will be noted). 

• Seats available listed are as of the release of this update and will change quickly. 

• All classes will be posted on the DPS training campus at least 60 days prior to the start of the course. 

• Please read the Training Policy & Catalog for more information on Ohio EMA trainings. 

** 

ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program 

The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, will cover the one-time $35 application 

fee for new amateur radio license candidates younger than 18 years old for tests administered under the ARRL 

Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) program.  

 

"We are thrilled that we are able to provide this opportunity to our youth candidates," said ARRL VEC Manager 

Maria Somma, AB1FM. 

 

The $35 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL VEC 

receives the completed reimbursement form and after the new license has been issued. The reimbursement check will 

be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates younger than 18 years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of $5 to 

the ARRL VEC team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the age of 18, regardless of the 

exam level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the session. 

 

The ARRL Board approved the Youth Licensing Grant Program at its July 2021 meeting in Hartford, Connecticut, 

expanding on the scope of the original motion proposed by ARRL Southeastern Division Director Mickey Baker, 

N4MB. 

 

The Board believes the recruitment and training of young amateur radio operators is a necessary and proper mission 

of the ARRL and subsidization of the $35 fee will reduce the number of new amateurs that would otherwise be lost 

from these groups. Initially the new program would serve up to 1,000 new license applicants under 18 years old. The 

program length is indefinite; it may be renewed or terminated by the Administration and Finance Committee or by 

the Board of Directors. 

 

Visit the ARRL website for the program instructions and reimbursement form at www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-

program. 

** 
 

https://webeoctraining.dps.ohio.gov/TrainingAndExercise/courselist.aspx
https://learning.dps.ohio.gov/PSTC/
https://learning.dps.ohio.gov/PSTC/
https://ema.ohio.gov/documents/training/ema0201.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
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New General Class Question Pool Released, Effective July 1: 

The National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC) Question Pool Committee has 

released the 2023 - 2027 General Class FCC Element 3 Syllabus and Question Pool to the public.  The 

new Question Pool is effective for Element 3 exams administered on or after July 1, 2023.  The current 

General question pool, released in 2019, is valid until June 30, 2023.  (ARRL story) 

** 

 

2024 ARRL Field Day is June 22-23 

Rules and Resources | Facebook Group | T-shirts & Gear | 

Join ARRL 

ARRL Field Day is always held on the 4th full weekend in 

June. 

Jump to the Field Day Rules Page. Other Field Day resources 

are available below. 

 

** 

Alliance ARC Rig Raffle is Underway 
 

The Alliance ARC (W8LKY.org) rig raffle is underway for its 5th year. Each 

year, the club chooses a HF Rig, and raffles it off with a portion of the profits 

being donated to local charities. Since 2020, over $5000 has been donated to 

charities in the Alliance, Ohio area.  

 

We will be at several Ohio, and Western PA Hamfests over the next few months  

You can learn more (and buy tickets) by going to https://www.w8lky.org/hf_rig_raffle/ 

73 DE WG8X (Fundraiser Chair, Alliance ARC) 
 

 

** 
 

http://www.ncvec.org/
http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=333
http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=369
http://www.arrl.org/news/new-general-question-pool-released-for-ham-radio-licensing-effective-july-1-2023
http://www.arrl.org/field-day#rules
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1966096706830030/
http://www.arrl.org/shop/Field-Day
http://www.arrl.org/join
http://www.arrl.org/field-day-rules
https://www.w8lky.org/hf_rig_raffle/
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Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 
 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 

documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has 

maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license 

authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System 

(ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees 

who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one.  

 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an 

unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set 

of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your 

license*    Click here to download the instructions 

 

** 
From the Section Emergency Coordinator    Bret Stemen – 

KD8SCL EC 
KD8SCL@gmail.com 

Solar Eclipse 

WOW! What a day the staff of the SARGE (W8SGT) had at the state 

EOC. The SARGE started operations at about 09:30 with partial staffing 

and additional staff arrived at a later time and closed down operations at 

18:30. As soon as we started up the radios and announced that we 

were on the air, we started to receive sit-reps from multiple counties via 

voice (HF, VHF & UHF) and digital modes which included FlDigi, 

WinLink and DMR. The State EOC was very active leading up to and after the eclipse. 

 

 

The Ohio EOC activation during the 2024 Solar Eclipse. Picture provide by Beau Pineda, KD8FVV. 

 

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/2020/print_your_license.pdf
mailto:KD8SCL@gmail.com


 

 
 

9 

When the eclipse started, a couple of us were able to go outside to view the eclipse while the SARGE remained 

staffed along several of the EOC staff members. Mother Nature put on an impressive show for to enjoy and thanks to 

the Ohio EMA for providing us with solar glasses. 
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Solar Eclipse pictures provided Dominic Hord, AD8AK EC Hancock Co. 

 

The EOC was monitoring traffic on the main highways in key areas, weather and the timing of the eclipse as well as 

radio traffic from the Ohio Highway Patrol, various county LE’s and ODOT to name a few. The staff of the SARGE 

had identified a couple of keys that needs to be addressed as far as communications are concerned and we are 

currently looking into those areas at this time. 

 

Training 

The ARRL has started to release the latest EmComm courses. As of right now, only the Basic EmComm has been 

released and can be found here. https://www.arrl.org/online-course-catalog 

and the Intermediate EmComm course is expected to be released soon and the Advanced EmComm course is 

expected to be released by mid-summer 

 

** 

 

ARRL Learning Center Features Two New Emergency Communication 

Training Courses 
ARRL has released two new courses to train emergency communications (EmComm) operators for volunteering 

within the Amateur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES®). Both courses are within the ARRL Learning Center. 

https://www.arrl.org/online-course-catalog
https://learn.arrl.org/learning-paths/emergency-communications/
https://www.arrl.org/ares
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The Basic EmComm course is designed to get a new volunteer started. It 

provides basic knowledge and tools for any emergency communications 

volunteer and contains three modules and 11 topics, including required 

prerequisites. It's expected to take approximately 10 - 20 hours to complete. 

The Intermediate EmComm course builds on the lessons learned in the first 

course and equips volunteer radio amateurs with the tools needed to thrive in 

the fast-paced environment of public service communications and to 

understand the legal rights and responsibilities of working with a served 

agency, as well as teach them and how ham radio fits into the broader 

incident command (IC) structure. 

The new courses replace the previous EC-001 and EC-016 programs, 

however, certificates of completion earned for the previous courses are still 

valid. "Training is not a one-and-done thing. Throughout my firefighting and 

emergency management career, we were constantly taking new courses to reinforce existing knowledge and 

introduce new concepts," said ARRL Director of Emergency Management Josh Johnston, KE5MHV. "Engaged 

volunteers should want to stay up to date on advances in the science of emergency communications. I'd even 

encourage veteran operators to take the new courses." 

In 2023, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) revised the Guide for National Emergency 

Preparedness to specifically include amateur radio. ARRL and FEMA entered into a new Memoranda of 

Understanding in May 2023 that outlined the importance of trained radio amateurs within the response ecosystem. 

"Amateur radio is as important as ever in emergency management," said Johnston. "The new courses will keep hams 

trained to serve effectively." 

The ARRL Learning Center at learn.arrl.org is a member benefit and features many ways to get the most out of your 

amateur radio license. The Basic and Intermediate EmComm courses are available to anyone with a 

free www.arrl.org account. Users must log in to the ARRL Learning Center with this account, and functionality of 

the site relies on cookies being enabled. 

 

Above: A screenshot of the ARRL Learning Center at learn.arrl.org. 
 

https://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-included-in-fema-guide-for-national-emergency-preparedness
https://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-included-in-fema-guide-for-national-emergency-preparedness
https://learn.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
http://learn.arrl.org/
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** 
 

  

 
The contest to focus on this week is the upcoming CQ World-Wide WPX contest. The 

CW contest is the weekend of May 25th and 26th.  

 

The purpose of the contest is to work as many different prefixes as you can in the 

contest period. Contacts between stations on different continents are worth 3 points on 

10, 15, and 20 meters and 6 points on 40, 80, and 160. Historically, 40 meters is my 

“go-to” band for this contest. 

 

Contacts between stations in the same country are worth 1 point, regardless of band. 

 

This is a contest with a “target rich environment” and whether you are new to contesting or experienced, give this 

one a try 
  

 

 

 

 

Contest 
Start 
Date 

End 
Date 

SWODXA DXDINNER 5/17/2024   
SWODXA DXForum 5/18/2024   
Arkansas QSOP 5/18/2024 5/19/2024 
CQ WW WPX Contest, CW 5/25/2024 5/26/2024 
ARRL International 
Digital Contest 

6/1/2024 6/2/2024 

10-10 International 
PSK Contest 

6/1/2024 6/2/2024 

Kentucky QSOP 6/1/2024 6/2/2024 
ARRL June VHF Contest 6/8/2024 6/10/2024 
All Asian DX Contest, 
CW 

6/15/2024 6/16/2024 

West Virginia QSOP 6/15/2024 6/16/2024 
 

** 
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P.S.  I wanted to let all of you know that I’m out of the hospital and home. The doctors seem to 

be pleased with my progress so far. I’m very weak but able to walk, talk, have visitors and eat 

anything I want. Jean has been taking good care of me. That is why I’m able to get this letter out. 

It has made me tired but we got it done. I want to thank all of you for your prayers and support. I 

appreciate it. 

See you all soon, 

Ralph, W8BVH 

 

As always, we want to thank the ARRL, QST, ARRL Ohio Section 
Manager, and, their contributors and also the Scioto Valley 
ARC, Hillsdale Michigan Amateur Radio Club, Highland ARA for 
their contributions to our newsletter.  

 


