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(of two years or more), and we retain $2 for each
renewal. Please support our club, it doesn't cost
any more. Send or give all paperwork to
Treasurer with your money.
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| Minutes of April 3, 2025 Meeting

At 7:00 p.m., John called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 13 members, 3 on zoom total of
16.

Steve Anderson KD8JLA -Zoom John Hilliard W8OF James Mills KESIID
Michael Beam Ralph Howes W8BVH Robert Northrup KC8PSW
Paul Bohn KEBWGZ Guy Ingram W8AGI David Nowocin WB9PXH- Zoom
Walt Callahan W8SALT Patricia Jackson KJ8CXB Scott Snoke WD8IXO -Zoom
Eric Fox KE8BZZ Tim Lentz KD8QCA Kevin Steel KB8KSX

Mary Travis KDBEEI

Minutes were posted in Ragchewer and motion to approve by Ralph W8BVH and seconded by Guy W8AGI. All were in favor.

Guy gave the Treasurer report. Ralph W8BVH made motion to approve treasurer’s report and seconded by Jim KESIID. All
were in favor. Guy also reported he had filed the 990 with IRS for our 501c3 status.

Eric had nothing to report as Vice President.

Tim was able to get the week of April 7 — 11 and it will be from 6 to 9 p.m. for a Technician class. We have three people who
are scheduled for the class.

Walt W8ALT reported we had 1 candidate for testing this Saturday.

Walt WBALT reported he had been working on website calendar since Mark had issues with posting and he is updating the way
it works.

The following people volunteered to run the net: April 7th Kevin KB8KSX; April 14t Mark KC8TUW and April 21st Eric KESBBZZ
and April 28th Guy WBAGI.

Ralph had nothing new to report.
Mark was absent so no safety program. We will ask Mark about maybe doing a tailgate swap meet in the future.

Ralph brought up the fact that the ARRL site doesn’t have us as doing electronic testing and we might want to get this corrected
so we can send out to different groups who do newsletters that we are available for digital testing.

Kevin KB8KSX asked about the Lambert family wanting help with getting rid of George’s radio equipment. It was agreed that
John W8OF and Kevin KB8KSX will contact Lambert family and set up a time to meet with them.

John W8OF reported he and walt WBALT will be putting the Yaesu UHF repeater back on air. John also reported there is a
problem with the one small repeater in the building we use that when we had a power outage the generator did not come on
because their repeater has a battery backup. John is working with City to have this plugged into our repeater so the generator
will work when there is a power outage.

John W8OF made motion to adjourn, seconded by Jim KES8IID. All were in favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Submitted by,
Nlany Mavis, skpseeisecretary.



**

Currently the K8QIK Radio Club in Lancaster, Ohio installed a GMRS
repeater that transmits on 462.70 MHz and receives on 467.70 using PL code
77Hz. The repeater is located on a 60-foot tower at a ground elevation of
1,100 on the north end of the city. Range has been exceptionally good with
hand-held coverage to most of the county. The repeater is open to anyone that
has a current GMRS license and uses it to identify themselves every 15
minutes of use.

John, wsor

Station Engineer

*%*

PLEASE NOTE: The Weather Spotters net will now include the ARES
group also. The net will now be called The Weather Spotter/ ARES net and
will continue on 146.700 Repeater with 94.8 Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm.
Also note the time is 7:00pm not 7:30.

**

| have learned that
even when | have
PAINS, | don't have
tobeone. <
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NEW Location: Scramblers
1377 Ety Rd, Lancaster, OH 43130 (across from Panera’s)

Time: 9-11 am; 3rd Saturday of each month.

Next breakfast is [3-19-25.] in Lancaster.

» We will have our club breakfast at Scramblers in Pickerington,
OH once per Quarter. (Same time) We will remind you prior to
the Pickerington Breakfast. This is to share the driving with some
of our members in the Pickerington area.

**

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)

Exam sessions will be at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster
Ohio, 43130, on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at
http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning
Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our VE team looks
forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio and across our nation.
We have an experienced team wich has tested candidates from Alaska, Florida, Texas and

points in between!

Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org to register.

**

CQCQCQ de WBSLCD

So far, I’ve been able to attend 3 hamfests this spring. All 3 have exceeded expectations! Attendance has been up,
lots of good “stuff” for sale and a good amount of $$$ changing hands. One thing | have noticed is that you better
get there as early as you can. Crowds start to thin out beginning mid-morning and the vendors will start thinning out
shortly thereafter. It appears that in this age of “busyness” and everyone being pressured by time, that this may be a
new normal. Perhaps the Hamfest committees need to come up with some new sorts of activities to get folks to hang

around longer....
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Since about the early 2020’s (I'm going to make a conscious effort to quit using COVID as a time marker) it seems
like there have been a couple of areas of activities that have exploded — most significantly is the POTA operations.
That’s an explosion that has gotten worldwide attention. It’s been a big boom for activity on the bands and it’s got
folks engaged in the “mechanics” of the hobby, coming up with go-style kits to get out, get on the air from a park and
then get home again, all in the same day. Still some time left over to go out for dinner with the family. We need to
find a couple more of these types of activities that are both engaging to a large number of hams, and accessible to
large numbers! There’s been a lot of interest in QRP type of operations and lots of equipment geared towards that.
And a lot of that equipment can be obtained in kit form, so hams can once again experience the fun of “putting” it all
together and hoping for no-smoke when fired up!

There’s also lots of exam sessions available, and most have been pretty successful at minting new ham licenses. But
where are the new “Hams”? Are they sticking around and engaging with the hobby? We need to do a much better
job of reaching the new hams and actually making them a part of the hobby and encouraging them to get involved in
ALL of the activities that make you a Ham!

To that end, I want to ask you all to make sure that your club’s newsletter mailing list includes Liz — KE8FMJ, the
Ohio Section PIC KESFMJ@gmail.com so that your newsletter is included in the annual Ohio Section newsletter
contest. And also newsletters@arrl-ohio.org so that your newsletters can be archived on the Ohio Section website.
Use the other Section Club’s newsletters as a resource for Ideas. Activities and Speakers t0 benefit your club!

Share the Magic of Radio!

Tom Sly - WBSLCD
Ohio Section Manager
wb8lcd@arrl.org
330-554-4650

Ohio
Section

o+

Club Fundraiser
Alliance ARC HF Rig Raffle

Click here for larger picture
The Alliance ARC Will be raffling off a Kenwood TS-590SG
on July 9th
For more information, or to purchase tickets go to https://www.w8lky.org/fundraisers/hf _rig_raffle/
For more information, please contact
John Myers, WG8X
w8lky.radio@gmail.com
(Posted 3/1/2025)

**
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From the Section Traffic Manager

Dan Rinaman, AC8NP — STM
ACBNP@AC8NP.COM

Greetings! | thought we should take a look at the NTS Operations this month.
Let’s look at the NTS Manual.

Chapter Two: Principles of NTS Operation

The National Traffic System includes four different net levels which operate in an orderly !
time sequence to affect a definite flow pattern for traffic from origin to destination. A message flows through the
National Traffic System in a manner similar to an airline passenger who starts out in a small residential town with a
destination across the continent in another small town. He has to change carriers many times in the process, starting
with a local ground conveyance to a feeder airline, to a transcontinental airline, to another feeder airline, then local
transportation to deliver him to his destination. In a very similar manner, the transcontinental message starts with the
originating station in a local net, is carried to the section net, the region net, the area net, via Transcontinental Corps
(TCC) to adistant area net and then back down the line to delivery.

Of course, the message, like the passenger, can "get on" or "get off" at any point if that's the origin or destination. Thus,
a message from, say, New York to Detroit would never get on TCC, but would "get off" at area level. A message from San
Francisco to Los Angeles would not go beyond region level, and one from Syracuse to Buffalo would remain inside the
section net.

Messages may also be passed through NTS-affiliated local and section traffic nodes that employ digital modes with
store-and-forward capabilities and bulletin board operations. Long hauls can be made by NTS Digital Relay Stations at
HF, that interface with Section traffic nodes, and the traditional nets of the system.

Figure 3, organization chart for the evening cycle four NTS setup in the Central Area.
2.1 Local Nets

Local nets are those which cover small areas such as a community, city, county or metropolitan area, not a complete
ARRL section. They usually operate by VHF (typically 2-meter FM) at times and on days most convenient to their
members; some are designated as "emergency" (ARES) nets that do not specialize in traffic handling. The time slot
designated for them is thus nominal and will vary considerably. Local nets are intended mainly for local delivery of
traffic, inasmuch as such delivery could ordinarily be affected conveniently by non-toll telephone. Some NTS local nets
operate on a daily basis, just as do other nets of the system, to provide outlets for locally-originated traffic and to route
the incoming traffic as closely as possible to its actual destination before delivery -- a matter of practice in a procedure
that might be required in an emergency. Most local nets and even some section nets in smaller sections use repeaters
to excellent effect. Average coverage on VHF can be extended tenfold or more using a strategically located repeater,
and this can achieve a local coverage area wide enough to encompass many of the smaller sections. Since propagation
conditions on the high frequencies are erratic, more use of VHF and repeaters is recommended at local levels.

A local net or node may also be conducted on a local packet BBS, where radiograms may be stored, forwarded and
picked up by local operators for delivery. A Net (Node) Manager is appointed by the Section Traffic Manager to manage
these functions, and assure that traffic is moved expeditiously in accordance with basic NTS principles, just like their
counterpart nets on local repeaters.

2.2 Section Nets
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Organizational and procedural lines begin to tighten at the section net level. Coverage of the section may be
accomplished either by individual stations reporting in, by representatives of NTS local nets and nodes, or both.
Ordinarily, all section amateurs are invited to take part; however, in a high-population section with several metropolitan
areas covered by local nets, representation may be by such liaison stations plus individual stations in cities or towns
not covered by local nets.

The section may have more than one net (a CW net, a VHF net, an SSB net or even a section packet BBS, for examples),
or two or more sections may combine to form a single net operating at section level, if low population or activity seem to
make this desirable. Section nets are administered through the office of the Section Manager, with authority for this
function often delegated to an appointed Section Traffic Manager and/or designated Net Managers.

In the case of combined-section nets, officials of the sections concerned should collaborate on the designation of a
qualified amateur to manage the net. The purpose of the section net is to handle intra-section traffic, distribute traffic
coming down from higher NTS echelons and put inter-section traffic in the hands of the amateur designated to report
into the next-higher NTS (region) echelon. Therefore, the maximum obtainable participation from section amateurs is
desirable.

National Traffic System
Traffic and Message Handling

For Skill, Service, and Fun!

The ARRL got its start to organize message delivery to get
delivered efficiently, accurately to its destination by different radio stations.
continues today using CW, voice, and digital.

messages
This tradition

20

o  Why practice traffic handling?

e |tteaches operator good skills.

e |t givesyou valuable skills in times of emergency passing health and
messages.

e You learn how to operate under adverse conditions without power.

e You create friendships and camaraderie.

Any license class can handle traffic even with a basic HT. Ask a mentor, club, or go to nts2.arrl.org for more information.

There are nets you can join to learn and practice this skill. Consider Traffic Handling as part of your Ham Radio

experience!

Ohio Section Nets

If you have traffic you need to move, take it to a VHF net or HF via the OSSBN. Here is WHERE TO FIND AN HF OR VHF
TRAFFIC NET IN OHIO.

OHIO SINGLE SIDEBAND NET

Morning Session 10:30 AM 3972.5 kHz Every Day
Afternoon Session 4:15 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day
Evening Session 6:45 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day




OHIO HF CW TRAFFIC NETS

HF CW NETS NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET MANAGERS
Buckeye Early 6:45 PM 3.580 MHz N2LC
Buckeye Late 10:00 PM 3.590 MHz WBILBI
Ohio Slow Net 6:00 PM 3.53535 MHz N2LC

All CW net frequencies plus or minus QRM

OHIO LOCAL VHF TRAFFIC NETS

VHF NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET
NETS MANAGERS
BRTN Monday, Thursday Saturday 9:30 PM 145.230 MHz PL 110.9 KD8GXL
COTN 7:15 PM DAILY 146.970 MHz PL 123.0 KV8z
TCTTN 9 PM Sun, Tues, Fri 147.015 MHz PL 110.9 WBS8YYS
TATN 8:00 PM DAILY 146.670 MHz PL 123.0 WG8Z

If you have a net in Ohio, you would like to list here please send me the information. ac8np@ac8np.com.

Thanks For All You Do!

Dan AC8NP
Section Traffic Manager

**k

From the Ohio Section Youth Coordinator
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT - SYC
k8zt73@gmail.com

Two Events- One for Students & One for one
for Teachers

STEM Radio Day

at Williamson Innovation Park
Free Northeast Ohio Event for 5th to 8th Grade Students-
9
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The Youngstown State University College of STEM will host a free Radio Day STEM event for 5th-
8th grade students on Saturday, April 26th, from 10 am-3 pm at the Williamson

Innovation Park!- pm at the Williamson Innovation Park!-

[=]
tiny.cc/ysu-radio-day

INNOVATION PARK

YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

Through fun and hands-on activities, attendees will examine how radios work, learn different ways
to use them, and get an introduction to the electromagnetic spectrum. Activities include building a
Morse Code Key to take home, learning Morse Code and tuning in radio signals from around the
world to make two-way radio contact using Amateur (Ham) radios!

This program is free, but students must pre-register to attend. The Williamson Innovation Park is
located at 8399 Tippecanoe Rd, Canfield, OH 44406. We hope to see you there!

Also, mark your calendars for the

Wireless Summer Day Camp from June 16 to 20th. Details
will be available later this spring.

Please pass this information on to your local clubs, families and friends- PDF Flyer Link

10
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For TeaCherS & EdUCﬁtOfS- 2025 ARRLTeicierslnstitute on Wireless Technology
ARRL Teachers Institute on
Wireless Technology

2025 program dates are now listed:

Programs of 2025 Location

TI-1 Staten Island Local Teachers NY

ONLY

TI-1 Introduction to Wireless Newington, CT | June 9-12
Technology

Tl Balloons and Amateur Radio Newington, CT June 16-19
TI Space Comms & Radio Astronomy |Newington, CT|June 23-26
Tl Remote Sensors and Data Newington, CT New Dates: June 30-July
Gathering 3

Tl Balloons and Amateur Radio Newington, CT | July 14-17
TI-1 Introduction to Wireless Newington, CT July 21-24
Technology

TI Space Comms & Radio Astronomy |Newington, CT July 28-31
TI-1 Introduction to Wireless Newington, CT Aug 4-7
Technology

TI-1 Introduction to Wireless Newington, CT  Oct 6-9
Technology

TI-1 Introduction to Wireless Newington, CT Oct 20-23
Technology

Applications for TI-1 Sessions and TI-1 Electives are now available
on the ARRL website.

For more information on the program, check out the Teachers Institute.

CLICK HERE to Apply Now

11
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About ARRL's Teachers Institute: Our goal

AR ARRL for the Tl program is to equip each teacher
‘ <, = Teachers Institute on with the necessary foundational
Wireless Technology knowledge through hands-on learning and
{ u ‘ demonstrations to inspire teachers to
Sponsarod by The ARRL Education & Tochnalogy Program continue exploring wireless technology and

adapting relevant content into their
classroom instruction.

That’s it for this month; | hope to work you on the air soon!
73,
Anthony, K8ZT (k8zt@arrl.net)

**

From the Section Emergency Coordinator
Bret Stemen — KD8SCL EC
KD8SCL@gmail.com

Spring Is Almost Here!

Hamfests are currently underway. | recently attended the Toledo Hamfest and
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to engage in face-to-face conversations with many of the attendees. |1 am hopeful
that | will be able to attend several more hamfests this year. | will be present at Dayton once again, assisting with the
ARRL ARES Booth.

During a recent conversation at the Toledo Hamfest, | was inquired about leadership and the distinction between a
club and ARES. It is crucial to recognize that the club president serves as the sole leader of the club, while the
Emergency Coordinator assumes leadership of the local ARES team. Several clubs within the section provide support
to the local ARES team by allowing the ARES team to utilize their repeater during ARES weekly or monthly
practice nets and for severe weather nets. Approximately 50 to 75% of the membership of these clubs consists of
ARES members. Additionally, there are several ARES teams that possess their own repeaters for these activities.

April 26th marks another significant event in the Ohio Section, the Ohio NVIS Antenna Day. As you are aware, this
day presents an opportunity for enthusiasts to gather and evaluate their antenna configurations. Kicking off at 10:00
AM, while this event is not a formal competition, its primary objective is to simultaneously engage multiple counties
in Ohio, testing their antennas and facilitating communications among them.

We anticipate that this gathering will provide an enjoyable platform for camaraderie, experimentation, and testing
within our beloved hobby.

12
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Here's a reminder to get your severe weather spotter training in! Sessions are being held online, and generally
require you to register. Check on your local NWS office website for details. It’s nearly time to get serious about
participating in your local Skywarn net this Spring!

Upcoming Events:

NVIS DAY, April 26th

Hamvention, May 16" — 18"

Field Day, June 28t - 29t

OHIO SET, October 4™

ARES Conference, November, (The date to be determined) Location, Ohio Fire Academy
Hamfests, throughout the year. Check the Ohio Section website for more information.

Local exercises and events

NTS

Is your ARES team involved with the National Traffic System (NTS)? Are your team members proficient in traffic
handling?

The National Traffic System has consistently demonstrated its effectiveness over the years, particularly in the aftermath
of recent natural disasters such as hurricanes and wildfires.

During emergencies or disasters, radiograms serve as a crucial means of communicating vital information that can save
lives or property, or inquire about the well-being of disaster victims. The current National Traffic System comprises
dedicated operators who are well-trained and experienced in traffic handling. They actively participate in various
networks at local, section, regional, and area levels throughout the year.

However, it is essential to acknowledge the evolving landscape of communication. The widespread availability of low-
cost telephone calls, text messaging, and the internet has provided numerous alternatives to traditional radiograms.
Consequently, a significant portion of today’s NTS traffic consists solely of amateur-to-amateur communications, such
as “Welcome to amateur radio” or “License expiration.” Furthermore, there are concerns regarding the accuracy and
reliability of our networks. Additionally, it is noteworthy that some public agencies are either unaware of NTS or have
opted to develop their own backup messaging systems. For more information regarding the modernization of NTS
visit webpage.

Volunteer Ham

Did you know that there is a free volunteer time tracking site that is available?

Volunteer Ham is not exclusive to ARES members but is open to all amateur radio operators who wish to utilize it. Not
only does it record your volunteer hours, but it also allows you to track your mileage. Volunteer Ham provides various
categories for time tracking selection. Upon registration, you will not gain immediate access; instead, you will receive
an email notification from an administrator after approval.

To sign up or for more information, please visit volunteerham.com

There are several counties in the Ohio Section that use Volunteer Ham on a regular basis.

13
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If you have any questions, please feel free to send me an email.

I extend my sincere gratitude for your unwavering dedication to serving your neighbors, communities and the Ohio
Section.

Bret, KD8SCL

DREAM
ICOM STATION

DREAM BIG!

Win this Dream Station with the latest gear from lcom.

¥

IC-7760 IC-PW2 SM-50 Seiko Watch
60th Anniversary Signature Edition 1 kW Linear Amplifier Desktop Microphone Icom 60th Anniversary
HF/50 MHz 200 W Transceiver Limited Edition

DREAM NOW! -

( JOIN OR RENEW SET UP AUTO-RENEW | FDONATE TO DIAMOND CLUB)

3 Ways to Enter*:

Members automatically earn ARRL Sweepstakes entries when they
join or renew (earn 1 entry), set up auto-renewal (earn 2 entries),
or donate to Diamond Club (earn 1 entry for every $50 donated)

any time from January 3 through December 31, 2025.
Limit of 6 entries per person.

* No Purchase Necessary. For Official Rules visit www.arrl.org/DreamStation/rules.

ARRL The National Association for Amateur Radio?® is the sole sponsor of the ARRL Sweepstakes. lcom® is a registered trademark of lcom Inc.
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John Myers, WG8X

wq8x.radio@gmail.com
330-936-5021

Hooray, we made it! Springtime is here, and the snow blower has been put away for
another season.
This month, we’ll continue on the series about club websites, by beginning a tour of
WordPress. Just so you know, I’m concentrating on WordPress because that is the
CMS (Content Management System that I have experience with. There are others out
there, and they might be better (or worse) than WordPress. But I’'m sharing my experience with what I know, since I
have a fair amount of experience with it.

Logging In

Starting off with the log in, you’ll be faced
with the dashboard, which holds the main
menu, and some other cool information.
Your view when you log in will depend on
your permission level. If like me, you are
the chief cook and bottle washer, then .
you’ll have administrator privileges »
allowing you access to all parts of the site,
including those scary under-the-hood

sections. The view as an administrator will
look somewhat “busy”, while an editor or o o
subscriber view will be less so. An .
administrator can add multiple users, and )
tailor their privileges to the role you have assigned to them. You can learn more about this by Googling WordPress
Roles.

Plug-Ins

Next, we come to plug-ins. The best way to describe a plug-in is that it’s a small program that is installed to your
WordPress site. A Plug-In is designed to do one or two things very well. A WordPress site can run multiple plug-ins.
This is how we customize a site.

For instance, let’s say you need to add a countdown timer to your
OSPOTA 2025 site that will display the number of days, hours & minutes to an
event, such as your clubs Field Day exercises. A quick search
reveals multiple options for countdown timer plug-ins. A lot of
them are free; some are not. Some are free-ish, which means that
61 14 19 25§ you have to pay for any features above a basic level of

. functionality. Do you need to upgrade your plug-ins? Not
necessarily. If you are happy with the operation of the plug-in at
the free level, then you are good to go. If you need a feature that

15
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requires that you pay a fee, then that choice is on you. I’ve purchased some plug-ins in the past, and consider it
money well spent. However, I do not normally buy any plug-ins that require a subscription. There’s just so many free
alternatives out there.

But paying for the upgraded feature level helps to keep the developer working and producing new plug-ins. But, for
the average Amateur Radio website, the free tier will probably suffice. Lastly, if you find the plug-in useful, and they
have a donation button, then by all means express your appreciation.

Two plug-ins that I add to every site are Wordfence, and Sucuri.
Wordfence Security is an Anti-Virus, Firewall, and Malware Scan for your website.

According to their description, Sucuri is a security suite meant to complement your existing security posture. I run
both on my sites, and they play nicely together with no conflicts noted.

Themes

You’ll need to choose a theme for your site. A theme defines the visual appearance and functionality of your site.
There are thousands of them out there; some free, some not. You can download and try out themes to see how well
they match your vision. If you don’t like it, it’s easy enough to change to another one. Things work better if you
choose a theme first, as it gets more complicated to change themes as you add multiple pages to your site.

Most modern themes give you wide
latitude for customization, and even
allow you to add CSS code to tweak
the look of your page. You can also
find lots of help out on YouTube to
help you customize the theme that
you’ve chosen.

9 'ARRL-Ohio.or 4 @ OHIOSECTION NEWSLETTER  HANDEOOKGIVEAWAY — SWAP&SHOP  HAMFESTS  ONEQUESTION QUESTIONMAIRE  LINKS | &

WEILCOME FROM THE OHIO
SECTION

—_——— In choosing a theme, it’s best to pick
one that is adaptive. What is

" adaptive? Well, the formatting of an
adaptive theme changes depending on the device it is being viewed on. This allows your site to look as good on the
mobile device in your pocket, as it does on your tablet, or computer monitor.

Next month, let’s have a look at pages & posts, and why that matters.
Lastly this month, let’s have a look at the arrl-ohio.org web stats from the last 30 days.
The top 4 sites (after the home page) are:

1) Hamfests (arrl-ohio.org/hamfests/) 413 views

2) Swap & Shop (arrl-ohio.org/section-swap-shop/) 350 views

3) Ohio ARES (arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/) 98 views

4) Ohio Section Newsletter (arrl-ohio.org/ohio-section-newsletter/) 72 views
And that is it for this month. See you in the May issue.
73 DE
WG8X

**
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Registration IS open for the nexXt interactive session of ARRL’s “On

the Air Live,” which is scheduled for Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 8 PM Eastern /
5 PM Pacific in the ARRL Learning Center.

It will focus on advanced functions of handheld radios, including getting them on digital modes. “On the Air Live” is
accessed through the ARRL Learning Center at learn.arrl.org. It is a benefit of ARRL membership, and members
must be logged into the website to access it for live or archived sessions.

**

Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License ,
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) “:"::mm:;
As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license v
documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has oy

maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license '
authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System R

(ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees |
who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one. e

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an

unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set
of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your fobn B Honatens
license* Click here to download the instructions

**

Ne e d ideas or a place to discover those billions of other things in ham radio? The ARRL has four online
publications (or in some cases print):

e QST — monthly publication including news, reviews, technical tips, and projects

e On The Air — for beginners and experts alike covering a wide range of operating interests and topics

e QEX —bimonthly technical publication featuring experimentation, technical articles, and columns for hams
and radio professionals

e NCJ —bimonthly contesting journal with hints, stats, scores, and QSO parties

Current ARRL members have access to the latest issues online through the links above or can search past articles.
Non-members can find these resources on the ARRL Periodical DVD available for the last couple years via the store
(under Station Resources), try the local library, or ask a member to borrow theirs

**

ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program
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The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, will cover the one-time $35 application
fee for new amateur radio license candidates younger than 18 years old for tests administered under the ARRL
Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) program.

"We are thrilled that we are able to provide this opportunity to our youth candidates,” said ARRL VEC Manager
Maria Somma, AB1FM.

The $35 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL VEC
receives the completed reimbursement form and after the new license has been issued. The reimbursement check will
be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates younger than 18 years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of $5 to
the ARRL VEC team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the age of 18, regardless of the
exam level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the session.

The ARRL Board approved the Youth Licensing Grant Program at its July 2021 meeting in Hartford, Connecticut,
expanding on the scope of the original motion proposed by ARRL Southeastern Division Director Mickey Baker,
NAMB.

The Board believes the recruitment and training of young amateur radio operators is a necessary and proper mission
of the ARRL and subsidization of the $35 fee will reduce the number of new amateurs that would otherwise be lost
from these groups. Initially the new program would serve up to 1,000 new license applicants under 18 years old. The
program length is indefinite; it may be renewed or terminated by the Administration and Finance Committee or by
the Board of Directors.

Visit the ARRL website for the program instructions and reimbursement form at www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-

program.

% %

HAMVENTION!

Hamvention 2025 Theme: Radio Independence The Hamvention team is pleased to

introduce our 2025 Theme, which is Radio Independence. Radio Independence means
a great deal to us. In the age of Parks on the Air (POTA), Summits on the Air (SOTA),
YouTube, and International Communications, radio is moving beyond its past limitations. In
the course of history radio has been heavily regulated and, in some instances, banned
altogether. We are fortunate to enjoy these freedoms, and for us at Hamvention we are
proud of our Radio Independence. What does Radio Independence mean to you? See you at
Hamvention 2025. 73, Hamvention Executive Committee November 1, 2024

*x

18


http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program

National News
(from ARRL and other sources)

SCIENCE
April is Citizen Science Month

With just your phone or computer, you can help
NASA expand our understanding of the universe
— all while improving life on Earth. From
spotting storms and chasing auroras to exploring
distant galaxies, NASA’s citizen science projects
tap into the power of people. Most projects need
no special gear, just your curiosity and a
willingness to learn.

FIND YOUR PROJECT

HUMANS IN SPACE

Launch Coverage of Soyuz MS-27

NASA astronaut Jonny Kim will launch aboard the Roscosmos Soyuz MS-27 spacecraft to the International

Space Station, accompanied by cosmonauts Sergey Ryzhikov and Alexey Zubritsky, at 1:47 a.m. EDT on
Tuesday, April 8, from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. Coverage begins at 12:45 a.m. EDT on
Tuesday, April 8.

HOW TO WATCH

**x

Reaqistration is now open for the 2025 Dayton ConTest University (CTU)
to be held all day on Thursday May 15, 2025, at the Hope Hotel on Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base the day before Hamvention® opens in Xenia, Ohio. 2025
will be the 16th year for CTU Dayton. Eight different countries have hosted CTUs, including the USA, Australia,
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Russia, Germany, Italy, England, Brazil, and Finland. Over 10,000 students have attended these CTUs with more
than 100 CTU professors sharing their contesting experiences. The 2025 CTU Dayton course outline will be posted
once all have been confirmed. Each presentation is carefully prepared with up-to-date information. CTU professors
are experienced contesters who will share their knowledge, and participants can ask questions and learn new ways to
enjoy contesting. Videos and PDF presentations from past CTUs can be viewed at contestuniversity.com. There are
scholarships (registration fee paid) available for CTU through a grant from the Northern California DX Foundation
for students aged 25 or younger. Student registration information is on the CTU website, contestuniversity.com.

*x

Estate Planning for Hams (\What happens to all your stuff?
August is National Make-a-Will month. Some estimates show that nearly two-thirds of Americans don't have
a plan. For some, it's procrastination. Others don't know where to start. “So many times we hear from the
family of a Silent Key who are overwhelmed with what to do with a lifetime worth of amateur radio gear,”
said ARRL Director of Development Kevin Beal, KSEAL. “Simply thinking through what needs to be done
ahead of time can prevent the stress on our loved ones after we are gone.”

ARRL this week held a webinar, hosted by Beal and Dino Papas, KL@S, to discuss the first steps of planning.
“It is something that, unfortunately, doesn’t get a lot of attention. The bottom- line up front is, ‘what happens
to all our beloved ham gear when that inevitable day comes along that we become a Silent Key?’...
Unfortunately, that day may arrive unexpectedly — so we need to prepare ahead of time to make it as simple as
possible for our families,” said Papas.

On the ARRLHQ YouTube channel, you can see a replay of the 52-minute presentation, along with the
guestion-and-answer section at the end. “Your station is an asset, just like anything else you’ve built and put
resources into. Deciding now what happens when you become a Silent Key can help solidify your legacy to
ham radio,” said Beal. The ARRL Legacy Circle recognizes the generosity of individuals who have planned
support for ARRL through wills, trusts, life insurance gifts, and other ways. The ARRL Legacy Circle ensures
that ARRL and amateur radio will continue to thrive for generations to come.

*x

AUXCOMM Class in Dayton Area to be held immediately prior to Hamvention.

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency’s (CISA) nationally recognized AUXCOMM course returns to
the Dayton area in May. The class will be held in Beavercreek, Greene County, Ohio at a location just 9 miles from
the Hamvention site. The class will be held on Tuesday, May 13 through Thursday, May 15, 2025.

Requirements:
Valid Amateur Radio License
Successful Completion of 1S-100, 1S-200, 1S-700, 1S-800.

To receive further information by email, send a message to OHAUXCOMM@gmail.com expressing your interest.
Be sure to include your name, callsign, and contact information.

Bob Baker, NSADO AUXC
Greene County Ohio ARES Emergency Coordinator
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Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think

CORNER

E-_‘ this is important for someone who is trying to move up the DXCC ladder
s since entities that are on the rarer side and easiest to work in contests. Some
28 of my best “catches” have been on the Sunday afternoon of a contest when
[-‘ the rarer entities are begging for QSOs. Of course, the gamble is that if you
= wait until Sunday, conditions may change, or they simply won’t be
@ workable. However, it is not a bad gamble. Of course, why not work the
- contest and have some fun!

Contest Start End

ontes Date Date

SP DX Contest 4/5/2025 4/6/2025
Louisiana QSOP 4/5/2025 4/6/2025
Georgia QSOP 4/12/2025 4/13/2025
New Mexico QSOP 4/12/2025 4/13/2025
Holyland DX 4/18/2025 4/19/2025
Contest
Michigan QSOP 4/19/2025 4/20/2025
Ontario QSOP 4/19/2025 4/20/2025
SP DX RTTY 4/26/2025 4/27/2025
10-10 Intl. Spring 4/26/2025 4/27/2025
Contest, Digital
Florida QSOP 4/26/2025 4/27/2025
10-10 Intl. Spring 5/3/2025 5/4/2025
Contest, CW
New England QSO 5/3/2025 5/4/2025
Party
Delaware QSOP 5/3/2025 5/4/2025
Idaho QSOP 3/8/2025 3/9/2025
Indiana QSOP 5/3/2025 5/4/2025
SWODXA DXDINNER 5/16/2025
SWODXA DXForum 5/17/2025
Arkansas QSOP 5/17/2025 5/18/2025
CQ WW WPX Contest, 5/24/2025 5/25/2025
CW

*x
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Information from the Southwest Ohio DX Association indicates the popular DX
Banquet plans are well along. The dinner is held annually in conjunction with
Hamvention® and this years takes place at the University of Dayton Marriott Hotel on
Friday evening May 16. The festivities get underway with a cash bar at 5:30 and
dinner starting at 7. The meal will be followed by the program with well-known W8HC,

Hal Turley, serving as the keynote speaker.

program for more socializing.

Tickets are going fast.

The bar will reopen following the
Check the

www . swodxaevents.org/dinner-tickets/ to secure a seat or for information.

*x

Ohio Hamfests
]

2025
\

04/26/2025 - Tusco Amateur Radio Club's 2025
Hamfest, Computer & Electronics Show

Location: Dover, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Tusco Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8zx.net/hamfest
Learn More

04/27/2025 - Athens Hamfest
Location: Athens, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Athens County Amateur Radio
Association

Website: https://www.ac-ara.org/

Learn More

05/10/2025 - 05/15/2025
RV Radio Network Rally

Location: Navarre, OH
Type: ARRL Convention
Sponsor: RV Radio Network
Learn More

05/15/2025 - 05/18/2025

Four Days in May

Location: Fairborn, OH

Type: ARRL Convention

Sponsor: QRP Amateur Radio Club International
Website: http://grparci.org/fdim

Learn More

05/16/2025 - 05/18/2025
Dayton Hamvention

Location: Xenia, OH

Type:

Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://Hamvention.org
Learn More
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06/07/2025 - FCARC Summer Hamfest
Location: Delta, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio Club
Website: https://k8bxg.org/hamfest

Learn More

07/19/2025 - NOARSfest

Location: Elyria, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society

Website: https://www.noars.net/hamfests/noarsfest

/
Learn More

07/19/2025 - Williams County ARA Hamfest
Location: Montpelier, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Williams County ARA

Learn More

07/20/2025 - Van Wert Hamfest
Location: Van Wert, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Van Wert Amateur Radio Club

Website: http://w8fy.org

Learn More

08/02/2025 - Columbus Hamfest
Location: Grove City, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Aladdin Shrine Audio Unit
Website: http://columbushamfest.com
Learn More

08/09/2025 - Cincinnati HamfestsM
Location: Owensville, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Milford Amateur Radio Club
Website: https://CincinnatiHamfest.org
Learn More

08/16/2025 - Portsmouth Radio Club 2025
Hamfest

Location: New Boston, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: ARRL, Jett Fire Equipment, Shawnee
Computer and More

Website: http://www.portsmouthradioclub.com
Learn More

08/17/2025 - Warren Hamfest

Location: Cortland, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest

Learn More

09/07/2025 - Findlay Hamfest
Location: Findlay, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club
Website: http://w8ft.org
Learn More

09/28/2025 - Cleveland Hamfest
Location: Berea, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland
Website: https://www.hac.org

Learn More

10/04/2025 - Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio
Club (NWOARC) Hamfest

Location: Lima, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.nwoarc.com

Learn More

08/16/2026 - Warren Hamfest

Location: Cortland, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest

Learn More

23



https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-summer-hamfest-5
https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-summer-hamfest-5
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/noarsfest-12
https://www.noars.net/hamfests/noarsfest/
https://www.noars.net/hamfests/noarsfest/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/noarsfest-12
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/van-wert-hamfest-9
http://w8fy.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/van-wert-hamfest-9
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/columbus-hamfest-6
http://columbushamfest.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/columbus-hamfest-6
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-4
https://cincinnatihamfest.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-4
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2025-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2025-hamfest-1
http://www.portsmouthradioclub.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2025-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-2
http://w8vtd.com/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-2
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/findlay-hamfest-12
http://w8ft.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/findlay-hamfest-12
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-5
https://www.hac.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-5
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-nwoarc-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-nwoarc-hamfest-1
http://www.nwoarc.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-nwoarc-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-3
http://w8vtd.com/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-3

*x

Ohio Section Cabinet

Section Manager — Tom Sly, WB8LCD Section Traffic Manager — David Maynard, WA3EZN

Section Emergency Coordinator — Bret Stemen KD8SCL Section Youth Coordinator — Anthony Luscre, K8ZT

Technical Coordinator — Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator — Amanda Farone — KC3GFU

State Government Liaison — Bob Winston, W2THU Public Information Coordinator — Elizabeth Klinc - KESFMJ
*%*
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