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“ Lancaster-Fairfield County's Amateur Radio Club since 6-3-1959  ”  
 
 
 

Club Meetings: 
1st Thursday of every month 

at 7:00 PM. Location: EMA 

building 240 Baldwin Dr, 

Lancaster, OH 43130. 

 

Nets: 
MONDAY 

NEWSLINE: 8:00pm 

CLUB NET at 9:00pm 

Monday AM Net at 9:00am 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

Weather 
Spotter/ARES Net: 

146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm 

 
GMRS REPEATER 

 

Transmits on 462.70 MHz 

Receives on 467.70  MHz 

PL code 77Hz 

 

FACEBOOK LINK 
 

Club Facebook Link 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your 

membership through the club, we retain $15 for 

each new membership OR lapsed membership 

(of two years or more), and we retain $2 for each 

renewal.  Please support our club, it doesn't cost 

any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
 

 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can 

swap it or sell it here.  List your items for free.  

Give a price and how to contact you.  Send the 

list to Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer 

Editor at ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

 

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  

 

2023 Officers 
 

President: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Vice President: 
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Secretary: 
?? 

 

Treasurer: 
Guy Ingram,  W8AGI  

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Examiner: 
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Trainer:  

Tim Lentz, KD8QCA 

 

Activities Manager: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Public Relations: 

Jim Mills, KE8IID 

 

Safety Officer: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Web Master: 
Walter Callahan, W8ALT 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2304424573139424/?ref=share_group_link
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
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At 7:00 p.m., Mary called the meeting to order via Zoom. There were 9 members on Zoom 
with one guest, Clay Hartzler, Lancaster City Schools. 
 
Walt Callahan, W8ALT  Guy Ingram, W8AGI Paul Kidwell, W8PDK 
Paul Kidwell, W8PDK Tim Lentz, KD8QCA Lowell Miller, W8QIY 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

David Nowocin, WB9PXH Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 
Minutes were posted in Ragchewer and motion to approve made by Guy W8AGI and seconded 
by Mark KC8TUW. All were in favor. 
 
Guy gave the Treasurer report. Lowell W8QIY made motion to approve treasurer’s report 
and seconded by Walt W8ALT. All were in favor. 
 
Robert reported as Vice President that he had spent time updating all our forms and 
documents so they have a copyright on them and then downloaded the new forms to our 
google drive. He sent the appropriate documents to Walt W8ALT to load on website so 
they are current with our copyright information. 
 
Tim KD8QCA reported he has a person from Perry County and another person who are 
interested in a possible one-day class. Tim and Robert will work on getting this set 
up. 
 
Robert reported he has two people for testing in March – one from Parkersburg, WV and 
the other from Delaware, OH. One passed technician and the other passed General.  
 
Robert asked if we were contacted by a Librarian who had a Scout member who was 
studying to get his radio-merit badge and found our website which provided most of 
the information he needed for completion. She asked if we could provide a link to an 
additional website about soldering. He felt it would be helpful if we had it on our 
website. Walt W8ALT added the link and put the Scout member’s name and advised Robert 
that it had been accomplished. Robert will check with Librarian to see if Scout 
member was informed. 
 
The following people volunteered to run the net: March 11th- Robert KC8PSW; March 18th- 
Guy W8AGI; March 25th- Paul W8PDK; April 1st- Mark KC8TUW.  
 
Mary asked for a moment of silent prayer for John Fick, KD8EEK who has been a member 
of our club for many years. We will miss John. Mary will let everyone know when the 
memorial service will be held in August for John. 

 March 7, 2024 Meeting Minutes 



 

 
 

4 

Mark KC8TUW did not have a safety presentation but had Clay Hartzler, teacher at 
Lancaster High School who joined us to discuss the club coming to his class on March 
26th from 7:50 to 8:50 a.m. to talk to students about what the radio club has to 
offer to the students. The following people will assist Mark on March 26th: Robert, 
KC8PSW; 
Guy W8AGI; and Tim KD8QCA. Guy W8AGI will set up a zoom meeting for these four people 
to discuss what subjects they will talk about and how much time will be allotted to 
each person. 
 
Mark KC8TUW asked about pictures on website of new tower, building, etc. Walt W8ALT 
said he would put them on website if Mark would forward to him. There was discussion 
and it was agreed that Walt W8ALT would be the person to load any pictures on website 
so we have some control. 
 
It was agreed to start having meetings at EMA starting again in April. 
 
Guy, W8AGI made motion to adjourn and seconded by Paul, W8PDK. Meeting adjourned at 
8:05 p.m. 
 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

Acting Secretary. 

** 

Guy Ingram, Treasurer is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 

Topic: LFCARC Radio Club Monthly meeting 

Time: Apr 4, 2024 @ 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81745978845?pwd=WLpu6BakqOPbzJEiXggRQtFHT3V04M.1 

 

Meeting ID: 817 4597 8845 

Passcode: 333397 

 

--- 

 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,81745978845#,,,,*333397# US (Chicago) 

+16469313860,,81745978845#,,,,*333397# US 

 

--- 

 

Dial by your location 

• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

• +1 646 931 3860 US 

• +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

• +1 305 224 1968 US 
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• +1 309 205 3325 US 

• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

• +1 689 278 1000 US 

• +1 719 359 4580 US 

• +1 253 205 0468 US 

• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

• +1 360 209 5623 US 

• +1 386 347 5053 US 

• +1 507 473 4847 US 

• +1 564 217 2000 US 

• +1 669 444 9171 US 

 

Meeting ID: 817 4597 8845 

Passcode: 333397 

 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kQpxIO2Og 

 

** 

Editor’s Note: 

We have about 65 members in our club. Most of you 

enjoy amateur radio privately; oh, maybe a special event  

with others or such once in a while, so I would ask if one 

of you could be our secretary and help in a continuous 

way for all of us? It would be appreciated very much. Give 

it a bit of thought and let Mary, KD8EEI, know. 
 

** 

Currently the K8QIK Radio Club in Lancaster, Ohio installed a GMRS 

repeater that transmits on 462.70 MHz and receives on 467.70 using PL code 

77Hz. The repeater is located on a 60-foot tower at a ground elevation of 

1,100 on the north end of the city. Range has been exceptionally good with 

hand-held coverage to most of the county. The repeater is open to anyone that 

has a current GMRS license and uses it to identify themselves every 15 

minutes of use. 

                         John, W8OF 

                         Station Engineer 
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** 

 
It is to my regret to announce that John Fick, KD8EEK, has become a silent key.  The family will 

have a memorial service sometime in August, 2024. John was a long-time member of the club and 

will be missed. 

 

** 

 

HamSCI 2024 Workshop 
Ham Radio Science Citizen Investigation (HamSCI) will hold its sixth 

annual workshop on March 22 - 23, 2024, at Case Western Reserve 

University in Cleveland, Ohio. The event is meant to bring together the 

amateur radio community and professional scientists. 

The 2024 workshop's theme will be "Alignments" - specifically those between the Sun, Moon, and Earth; collegiate 

amateur radio recreation and science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) curricula; data collection and 

analysis, and professional and citizen science. Workshop participants will prepare for the solar eclipse taking place 

on April 8, 2024, which will be seen in totality from Cleveland. 

HamSCI's main interest is using amateur radio for the characterization and study of ionospheric phenomena like 

traveling ionospheric disturbances, sporadic E, solar flares, geomagnetic storms, the 2024 total solar eclipse, and 

other space weather events. To facilitate this science, continued development of the HamSCI Personal Space 

Weather Station and discussion about integrating amateur radio into the collegiate curriculum will also take place 

during the workshop. 

Registration is now open, and the deadline is March 1, 2024. HamSCI is also accepting presentations relating to 

amateur radio and science -- particularly space and atmospheric science, space weather, and radio astronomy -- that 

analyze the ionosphere, propose ideas for the Personal Space Weather Station, and discuss the 2024 eclipse. 

Presentations should be the form of talks, posters, lightning talks, and demonstrations. The Science Program 

Committee will be accepting abstracts and presentations. 

If you would like to present, please submit your abstract by February 10, 2024. Presenters will be notified about their 

acceptance by March 1, 2024. Questions about abstracts should be emailed to Nathaniel Frissell, W2NAF, 

at hamsci@hamsci.org. 

https://hamsci.org/
https://hamsci.org/basic-project/personal-space-weather-station
https://hamsci.org/basic-project/personal-space-weather-station
mailto:hamsci@hamsci.org
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For registration and additional information about the event, visit HamSCI Workshop 2024 | HamSCI. 

 
** 

 
Registration for Contest University (to be held May 16, 2024, at the Hope 
Hotel in Dayton, Ohio) is now open. Now in its 15th year, this event is held the day 
before the opening of the annual Hamvention and is popular enough to suggest early 
registration to be able to receive the day's printed handouts. Materials from 
previous years are available on the Contest University website. 
 
 

 
** 

 

 

 

 

 

** 

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) 

Exam sessions will be at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster 

Ohio, 43130, on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at 

http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning 

Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our VE team looks 

forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio and across our nation. 

We have an experienced team that has tested candidates from Alaska, Florida, Texas and 

points in between!  

Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org to register. 

** 

** Monthly Club Breakfast ** 
 

Location:  Frisch's Big Boy at the mall 
 Lancaster, Ohio 43130 

 
Time: 9-11 am; 3rd Saturday of each month.                                                                                        

https://hamsci.org/hamsci2024
http://contestuniversity.com/
https://www.hopehotel.com/
https://www.hopehotel.com/
https://hamvention.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ve_testing@k8qik.org
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America’s Last Morse-Code Station 

Story by Saahil Desai • 1d  

Photographs by Ann Hermes 

“Calling all. This is our last cry before our eternal silence.” With that, in January 1997, the French coast guard 

transmitted its final message in Morse code. Ships in distress had radioed out dits and dahs from the era of the 

Titanic. In near-instant time, the beeps could be deciphered by Morse-code stations thousands of miles away. First 

used to send messages over land in 1844, Morse code outlived the telegraph age by becoming the lingua franca of the 

sea. But by the late 20th century, satellite radio was turning it into a dying language. In February 1999, it officially 

ceased being the standard for maritime communication. 

 
2 photos: stack of old radio equipment with paper tag; man's hand inserting key with keyboard and equipment behind 

© Provided by The Atlantic 

 
Nestled within the Point Reyes National Seashore, north of San Francisco, KPH 
Maritime Radio is the last operational Morse-code radio station in North America. The 
station—which consists of two buildings some 25 miles apart—once watched over the 
waters of the Pacific and Indian Oceans. Both KPH sites shut down in 1997, but a few 
years later, a couple of radio enthusiasts brought them back to life. The crew has 
gotten slightly larger over the years. Its members call themselves the “radio 
squirrels.” Every Saturday, they beep out maritime news and weather reports, and 
receive any stray messages. Much of their communication is with the SS Jeremiah 
O’Brien, a World War II–era ship permanently parked at a San Francisco pier. 

** 

License Renewal Help 

ARRL has produced a helpful video in September about license renewal.  It had 4000 views in the first 4 days.  Titled "How to 
RENEW your FCC Amateur Radio License", it takes you through a step-by-step process of renewing and covers all of the new 
requirements for filing.  Click here to view.  Better yet, have your club renew your license and help the club’s finances at the 
same time.  

** 

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2013/05/the-first-long-distance-telegraph-message-sent-this-day-in-1844-what-hath-god-wrought/276226/?utm_source=msn
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1860/03/the-progress-of-the-electric-telegraph/533643/?utm_source=msn
https://www.tampabay.com/archive/1999/07/21/morse-code-is-officially-dashed/
https://www.tampabay.com/archive/1999/07/21/morse-code-is-officially-dashed/
https://www.radiomarine.org/
https://www.radiomarine.org/
https://www.nps.gov/places/ss-jeremiah-o-brien.htm
https://www.nps.gov/places/ss-jeremiah-o-brien.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DI8nmjRJjg4
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National Weather Service SkyWarn Storm Spotter Training  

The annual schedule of National Weather Service SkyWarn storm spotter training has been posted by the Wilmington 

NWS Office.  Training will happen on February 26 at the Adams County EMA Office in West Union.  Then on 

February 28 a joint session will take place for Brown and Clermont Counties at the Grant Vocational School near 

Georgetown.  On March 18 the Valley Fire Department near Lucasville will host the training for Scioto County.  On 

March 20 the Clinton County Training will happen at the new Clinton County Administration Building near the Airpark 

and NWS building at Wilmington.  The 21st will see the training move to the Highland County Administration Building 

conference room in Hillsboro.  Then on March 28 the Fayette County training site will be the Opportunity Center in 

Washington, CH.  On April 28 a joint session for Fairfield and Pickaway Counties will be presented at the Liberty 

Center in Lancaster.  For those unable to attend an in-person session, there will be a virtual class held on February 29.  

For further information on starting times, location addresses and other information check the NWS site at 

www.weather.gov/iln.  

 

** 
 
 
Want to know where to go to get the courses you need?  It’s all Right Here! 
 

• Ohio EMA Training Calendar 

• Login to the DPS Training Campus 

• Create a new account on the DPS Training Campus 
 

NOTE: 
• Most courses are in-person but some course may be hosted virtually (this will be noted). 

• Seats available listed are as of the release of this update and will change quickly. 

• All classes will be posted on the DPS training campus at least 60 days prior to the start of the course. 

• Please read the Training Policy & Catalog for more information on Ohio EMA trainings. 

** 

ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program 

The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, will cover the one-time $35 application 

fee for new amateur radio license candidates younger than 18 years old for tests administered under the ARRL 

Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) program.  

 

"We are thrilled that we are able to provide this opportunity to our youth candidates," said ARRL VEC Manager 

Maria Somma, AB1FM. 

 

The $35 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL VEC 

receives the completed reimbursement form and after the new license has been issued. The reimbursement check will 

be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates younger than 18 years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of $5 to 

the ARRL VEC team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the age of 18, regardless of the 

exam level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the session. 

 

The ARRL Board approved the Youth Licensing Grant Program at its July 2021 meeting in Hartford, Connecticut, 

http://www.weather.gov/iln
https://webeoctraining.dps.ohio.gov/TrainingAndExercise/courselist.aspx
https://learning.dps.ohio.gov/PSTC/
https://learning.dps.ohio.gov/PSTC/
https://ema.ohio.gov/documents/training/ema0201.pdf
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expanding on the scope of the original motion proposed by ARRL Southeastern Division Director Mickey Baker, 

N4MB. 

 

The Board believes the recruitment and training of young amateur radio operators is a necessary and proper mission 

of the ARRL and subsidization of the $35 fee will reduce the number of new amateurs that would otherwise be lost 

from these groups. Initially the new program would serve up to 1,000 new license applicants under 18 years old. The 

program length is indefinite; it may be renewed or terminated by the Administration and Finance Committee or by 

the Board of Directors. 

 

Visit the ARRL website for the program instructions and reimbursement form at www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-

program. 

** 

New General Class Question Pool Released, Effective July 1: 

The National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC) Question Pool Committee has 

released the 2023 - 2027 General Class FCC Element 3 Syllabus and Question Pool to the public.  The 

new Question Pool is effective for Element 3 exams administered on or after July 1, 2023.  The current 

General question pool, released in 2019, is valid until June 30, 2023.  (ARRL story) 

** 

 

 
https://wwpatagonia-arg-dx.com.ar/?page_id=535 

 

 

** 
 

Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 
 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 

documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has 

maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license 

authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System 

(ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees 

who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one.  

 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an 

unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set 

of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your 

license*    Click here to download the instructions 

http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
http://www.ncvec.org/
http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=333
http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=369
http://www.arrl.org/news/new-general-question-pool-released-for-ham-radio-licensing-effective-july-1-2023
http://arrl-ohio.org/news/2020/print_your_license.pdf
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** 
Hamvention is now on the horizon.  I’ll say it again: This is one of the 
“Premier Ham Radio Events” IN THE WORLD!  And it’s right in your backyard.  It’s 
where everyone who is anyone in the hobby will be, and usually able to talk with you.  
Anything and everything you ever wanted will be there, and most of it “on sale”.  The 
latest and greatest new gear, and that elusive rig or parts from your past that will 
make your life complete.  There are multiple forums running all day every day.  
You’ll hear from some of the most engaging people in the hobby on just about every 
“hot topic” you want to know more about.  Get your tickets, get your 
hotel/motel/campground or your local friend’s couch reserved now.  You really don’t 
want to miss it.  Would it be too corny if I said it was the “Super Bowl” of Ham 
Radio events? 
 
In the last few years POTA has really been a driver for activity on the ham bands.  
Add too that the nice sunspot cycle we’ve got going on Old Sol, and there are some 
really good conditions on all of the HF bands.  When conditions are good, DXpeditions 
are all over the place.  Lots of rare locations being activated.  The new equipment, 
at every price point, is outstanding.  This truly is another “Golden Age” of Amateur 
Radio!  Don’t let it pass you by. 
 
Share the Magic, 
 
73, 
 
Tom Sly - WB8LCD 
Ohio Section Manager 
wb8lcd@arrl.org 
330-554-4650 

 

 

** 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:wb8lcd@arrl.org
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Come Join us for the D10 ARES Conference 

• Go-Box Displays 

• Informative Presentations 

• DMR Programming Workshop 

• Lunch Provided 

  
                    FEB 17 

8am-4pm 
Presentation topics include: MARCS, Red Cross, National Weather Service, Tabletop Exercises, Winlink 

Tri-Point Medical Center | 7590 Auburn Rd Painesville, OH 44077 
 

www.n8esg.org/conference For information and to register 
 

** 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ARES CONFERENCE 
Hosted by District 10 

 

As always, we want to thank the ARRL, QST, ARRL Ohio Section 
Manager, and, their contributors and also the Scioto Valley 
ARC, Hillsdale Michigan Amateur Radio Club, Highland ARA for 
their contributions to our newsletter.  

 

http://www.n8esg.org/conference

