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K8QIK =The "Voice" of Amateur Radio in
Fairfield Countv




kB8gik.org - k8qik est. 1959

P.O. Box 3, Lancaster, Ohio 43130
Meeting: First Thursday of the month
at 7pm, Fairfield County EMA offices

Club Repeaters:
147.03
146.70
443.875
443.300 CAFM
462.700 GMRS

I Lancaster-Fairfield County’'s Amateur Radio Club since 6-3-1959 I

Club Meetings:
1% Thursday of every month
at 7:00 PM. Location: EMA
building 240 Baldwin Dr,
Lancaster, OH 43130.

Nets:

MONDAY
NEWSLINE: 8:00pm
CLUB NET at 9:00pm
Monday AM Net at 9:00am
147.03 MHz (+.6)

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq.

Packet:

BBS 145.53MHz
K8QIK-1 BBS
K8QIK-2: Ohio53

Weather

Spotter/ARES Net:
146.700 Repeater with 94.8
Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm

GMRS REPEATER
Transmits on 462.70 MHz

Receives on 467.70 MHz
PL code 77Hz

FACEBOOK LINK
Club Facebook Link

www.k8qik.org

ARRL Membership

When you join the ARRL, or renew your
membership through the club, we retain $15 for
each new membership OR lapsed membership
(of two years or more), and we retain $2 for each
renewal. Please support our club, it doesn't cost
any more. Send or give all paperwork to
Treasurer with your money.

Free Swap and Sell

If you have anything ham radio related, you can
swap it or sell it here. List your items for free.
Give a price and how to contact you. Send the
list to Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer
Editor at ragchewerk8qgik@sbcglobal.net

HAMFEESTS

To find a convention or hamfest near
you, click here

Special Event Stations

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations

2025 Officers

President:
John Hilliard, W8OF

Vice President
Eric Fox, KESBBZZ

Secretary:
Mary Travis, KD8EEI

Treasurer:
Guy Ingram, WB8AGI

Trustee:
John Hilliard, W8OF

Station Engineer:
John Hilliard, W8OF

Volunteer Examiner:
Walt Callahan, WSALT

Trainer:
Tim Lentz, KD8QCA

Activities Manager:
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW

Public Relations:
Jim Mills, KESIID

Safety Officer:
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW

Web Master:
Walter Callahan, WSALT
webmaster@k8qik.org

News Editor:
Ralph Howes, W8BVH
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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'W Minutes of Mar 2025 Meeting \

At 7:00 p.m., John called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 8 members present and 11 on
zoom total of 19. Member applications 2nd review Paul Bohn KESBWGZ.

Steve Anderson KD8JLA Zoom Guy Ingram W8AGI Robert Northrup KC8PSW Zoom
Michael Beam Patricia Jackson KJ8CXB David Nowocin WBO9PXH Zoom
Susan Bloom KD8PKU Zoom Paul Kidwell W8PDK Zoom Matthew Schouppe KE8B8ZFS Zoom
Walt Callahan W8ALT Tim Lentz KD8QCA Scott Snoke WD8IXO Zoom

Eric Fox KE8BZZ Devon Marshall KEBCVP Zoom Mary Travis KD8EEI

John Hilliard W8OF Lowell Miller W8QIY Zoom Mark Urbine KC8TUW

Ralph Howes W8BVH Zoom

Minutes were posted in Ragchewer and a motion to approve by Tim, KD8QCA and seconded by Walt, W8ALT. All were in
favor.

Guy gave the Treasurer report. Walt, W8ALT made motion to approve treasurer’s report and seconded by Tim, KDS8QCA. All
were in favor.

Eric had nothing to report as Vice President.

Tim reported he contacted EMA to see if we could get an April date for rescheduling the March Tech Class since three people
were not available due to some medical issues. He was able to get the week of April 7 — 11 and it will be from 6 to 9 p.m. We
have three people who are scheduled for the class and Walt will make change on our website and hopefully we will get some
more.

Walt, WBALT reported we had 1 candidate for testing and passed Tech.

Walt, W8BALT reported no new items for website. Just continues to update with Ragchewer, etc. Also, we had one inquiry
wanting us to put their website as a link on ours but we are not advertising for other businesses.

The following people volunteered to run the net: March 10th Robert, KC8PSW; March 17th Guy, W8AGI and March 24t Mark,
KC8TUW and March 31st Kevin/Eric KESBZZ.

Ralph had nothing new to report but reminded everyone that clocks go ahead on Sunday.

Mark, KC8TUW had two videos one on Influenza A & B and another on COVID and what you need to do to prevent yourself
from getting either of these. The hospitals are full of people with these.

John, W8OF reported he received a call from City of Lancaster asking if we would be interested in any of the 4 repeaters (2
UHF and 2 VHF solid state) for the club. Steve, KD8JLA and some of his workers went with John and they picked them up and
took 3 to the Firehouse #1 and the best UHF John took to his house to put with the Yaesu system back on program up on the
hill. He will run the Yaesu system at 1 watt (prolong life of the system) and run the Yaesu into the UHF repeater which can run
up to 100 watts continuously.

Mark reported that breakfast at Scramblers in Pickerington on March 15" at 9 a.m. Mark would like

members and friends to reply so he knows how many are going to attend. Please RSVP Mark. Mark also stated there are
other places that could be scheduled if members want to suggest a place they may like for the future, please contact Mark.



Devon, KBCVP reported there will be an ARES meeting on March 13t at the EMA building at 7 p.m. All members and guests
who are interested are welcome. Devon will be sharing some of the latest efforts on disaster training that has been taking
place, severe weather, political climate and new opportunities to enhance our disaster efforts. There is a facebook page for
ARES which has all the latest information.

Ralph asked that members who may be interested in doing a caravan to the Hamvention in May, please attend our April
meeting so details can be discussed and have how many members would be interested. The club used to organize a caravan
and several members are thinking it would be a nice club event.

Guy, WBAGI made motion to accept Paul, Bohn KEBWGZ as a member and seconded by Walt, W8ALT. All were in favor. Guy
mentioned this is our 14" new member.

Mark, KC8TUW made motion to adjourn, seconded by Eric, KE8BZZ All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
Submitted by,

Nlarny havis, skoseeisecretary.

**

Currently the K8QIK Radio Club in Lancaster, Ohio installed a GMRS
repeater that transmits on 462.70 MHz and receives on 467.70 using PL code
77Hz. The repeater is located on a 60-foot tower at a ground elevation of
1,100 on the north end of the city. Range has been exceptionally good with
hand-held coverage to most of the county. The repeater is open to anyone that
has a current GMRS license and uses it to identify themselves every 15
minutes of use.

John, waoF

Station Engineer

*%

PLEASE NOTE: The Weather Spotters net will now include the ARES
group also. The net will now be called The Weather Spotter/ ARES net and
will continue on 146.700 Repeater with 94.8 Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm.
Also note the time is 7:00pm not 7:30.

**



** Monthly Club Breakfast **

e

R

NEW Location: Scramblers
1377 Ety Rd, Lancaster, OH 43130 (across from Panera’s)

Time: 9-11 am; 3rd Saturday of each month.

Next breakfast is [3-15-25.] in Pickerington.

» We will have our club breakfast at Scramblers in Pickerington,
OH once per Quarter. (Same time) We will remind you prior to
the Pickerington Breakfast. This is to share the driving with some
of our members in the Pickerington area.

**x

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)

Exam sessions will be at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster
Ohio, 43130, on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at
http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning
Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our VE team looks
forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio and across our nation.
We have an experienced team wich has tested candidates from Alaska, Florida, Texas and
points in between!

Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org to register.

** L .

I I el
*Available for a limited time only. Limit one (1)
per person. Subject to change without notice.
Provided "as is" and without any warranties.
Nontransferable and is the sole responsibility of
the recipient. May incur damages arising from
use or misuse. Additional parts sold separately.
Your mileage may vary. Subject to all applicable

fees and taxes. Terms and conditions apply.
Other restrictions apply.


http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ve_testing@k8qik.org

CQOCOCO de WBSLCD

Quigley Down Under was a pretty good movie in my opinion. One of the things I liked about it is that it is
supposedly one of the more accurate portrayals of how the firearms of the time functioned. Nobody rips off 100
shots from their six-shooter without a reload! This photo is just before his famous line: “Said I never had much use
for one. Never said I didn’t know how to use one.”

Ham Radio is kind of
like that! I’ve always
said that Ham Radio
is lots of different
hobbies all wrapped
up in one big hobby.
All the things we can
do with Ham Radio
is truly amazing. Yet
we have folks who
go to all the bother to
get their license, give
it a try, and drop out
in a short time. Too
bad for them, but too
bad for us too. I’'m pretty much convinced that they just hadn’t found their niche in the hobby yet. And there’s only
one way to find it — be involved and get active! You’ll find something that intrigues you if you look for it. Shame
on you for dropping out too soon, but shame on US for not inviting you and motivating you to be involved.

If you’re a new (or newer) Ham, and you just don’t really get it yet, or you haven’t found the right group to hang out
with or don’t have room for a big antenna farm, make the most of what you’ve got! Even if it’s just a handi-talkie.
First off, get yourself just a little bit better antenna for it — even if it’s just a “coat-hanger” ground plane — and you’ll
increase your signal substantially. And it should only cost you a couple of bucks. Don’t forget some decent coax —
enough that you can get it 10 to 20 feet up (higher is always better). It’s amazing how much you handi-talkie will
work on a better antenna! And, it’ll only set you back a couple of bucks if you do it yourself.

Now that you’ve got something that works a little better, find out when the nets are in your area (which repeater
they’re on) and check into them. Be a regular. You’ll get to know who the local hams are. You’ll learn a lot about
local ham radio activities. You’ll learn the protocols for the different nets. And in the process, you’ll become adept
at programming your HT — something that will make you much better operator, especially if you get involved in
EmComm or Public Service where you need to be able to make changes on the fly. Finally, volunteer to be a net
control operator for some of those nets. It’s a skill every operator should have, and you only learn it by doing it!

Pretty soon you’ll be interested in chasing DX, working satellites and moonbounce, digital modes and CW, POTA
activations and DXpeditioning, building your own gear, EmComm — like I said, there’s literally hundreds of different
activities to be involved in! But first you need to learn about them, then you need to actually DO the activity to
really learn it and be proficient. Then something else you can do as a Ham catches your attention. You learn lots of
things along the way. One day you’ll find a younger Ham asks you about something you might have been interested
in but no longer play with. You used to do that, you were proficient at it, but you don’t participate in that area of the
hobby right now. But, you are the best guy in the world to help that new Ham because you’ve been there, done that.
Kinda like a Ham Radio Quigley! (OK, I know. That’s a stretch.)



I know folks who claim to have 10, 20, even 50 years of experience as a Ham. In reality some of them only have 1
year of experience, but they’ve repeated it 10, 20, even 50 years in a row. There’s a lot of different things you can do
as a Ham — that one of the things that make Amateur Radio the Greatest Hobby In the World! Make 2025 the year
you expand your horizons as a Ham. You’ll be glad you did.

Hamfest season is just getting started here in Ohio — This weekend is NOARS fest (Elyria) , and next weekend is
TMRA (Toledo). I intend to be at both. I want to encourage you all to come out to the OH Section Hamfests. For
some clubs, this is their biggest source of funds to run the club on for the year. Just showing up is one way to help
the local clubs be a better resource for their members. AND, just by showing up, your bound to see some folks
you’ve missed over the years since COVID and your bound to see some things that will be of interest to you. Even if
you don’t part with the cash for that boat anchor, just seeing it can reinforce memories of some good times, or maybe
even spark that interest to try something new!

I’11 finish with this thought: over the last few years (maybe even the past decade!) there has been a lot of “negativity”
in our hobby. Maybe that’s part of the reason we are losing members and can’t attract new folks. They see that
negativity, bickering, maybe even despair and they have to wonder — Why would I want to be a part of that? That’s
one thing every one of us has the capability to change for the better! And we can do it today.

I had heard once that the word “enthusiasm” had at it’s root a Greek word which could be translated as “God
Within”. Let’s ditch the negative attitude and be enthusiastic about our Hobby. I believe it could be one of the first
steps to Making Ham Radio Great Again!

Share the Magic of Radio.
73,

Tom Sly - WB8LCD
Ohio Section Manager

wh8lcd@arrl.org
330-554-4650

**

Technician Class date changed

Due to some medical issues the Technican class has changed date to the following: On April 7" through
11", the Lancaster Fairfield County ARC begins a Technician License class that will run nightly
from 6 until around 9 pm at the Fairfield County EMA Training Facility, 240 Baldwin in Lancaster.
Although there is no charge to take the course, there will be some processing fees. You must register to
participate by contacting Tim Lentz, KD8QCA at 740-684-2787 or training@k8qik.org.



mailto:wb8lcd@arrl.org

*x

The Hocking Vallery ARA will hold a Simplex Exercise on Saturday, March 29. More
information will be available as the event draws nearer.

**

NASA Newsletter

In this week's newsletter, discover the NASA science and technoloqy delivered to the lunar surface on
Firefly Aerospace’s Blue Ghost Mission 1; find out the best way to observe March’s Lunar Eclipse; and
accept the challenge to design the zero-gravity indicator that will fly around the Moon during the
Artemis Il mission! Plus, more stories you might have missed.

* MOON LANDING
FIRST HD FOOTAGE



https://aasxhp5ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011Edgu-vgPdwf-eA3cfiAWzpzUzRdIrl4Ne1pF-bRGRHNJ8akjp7uGgv6hKT-tqAvF2HFeAcJ1lbxmcYYKkZWkOO2wRz0Ngy1Uk0PWyitfc5WdyLVz67Io6d-MVWSMHNTF2USH4rUyu_lp3MklZaBFCorWxcm438HYzW5zEGiHhhHmcG0OitnVTGd-x-WldrDXhmecFCrfHgKGEnCrhKSNcr27Yco8FEaUSZRXxNtB5W-lb7dM5SPhkkHl7fganKtTADR3jsCeRhCdwOLN9pvVXeSO5goSdGsONVUiHWbnsrMNqRb4eT8dgwfzfildDxukqT-7Nj9noxr46iTD6Tj0GLle43r0RPx&c=YbDg6EPmlDPRIi775mAXFh0c1SYGilSvpfFh-4S7amoJGkAyLs13rw==&ch=TXSOEw-Z_aOxC4ibBYQJXpJ5PXMaqQOWHH2CHVYX7mY71V2ghQExJQ==
https://aasxhp5ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011Edgu-vgPdwf-eA3cfiAWzpzUzRdIrl4Ne1pF-bRGRHNJ8akjp7uGgv6hKT-tqAvXbCUReVGnLioLyJrUIBKvHRXhon8z32HACMcUAwRq7np2Ec52m6oXP_UBOfQ5u5RFngHhLnA_rMqtxjAol9D0C7UTWdTy5zQYlbeOEwDu-A3X2yO0K9DAXe_udADm2ZMq6UlRBgWJrgNd7sJ8sJol-Sb4hcYI94NK1-5YRMvZ06R3l2qNgsvLOMnVd7bi5BNfn49NST6LBCFkI5onSUbyzojAuReFvpbVlzePJ3xS37rwLS3QrF7Q2jplO0u_dkA72Gm8rFmvo4_Vze4jk5bTYGB02tNBFUe-nNxrykBq6Zk2eX5o6uXBw==&c=YbDg6EPmlDPRIi775mAXFh0c1SYGilSvpfFh-4S7amoJGkAyLs13rw==&ch=TXSOEw-Z_aOxC4ibBYQJXpJ5PXMaqQOWHH2CHVYX7mY71V2ghQExJQ==
https://aasxhp5ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011Edgu-vgPdwf-eA3cfiAWzpzUzRdIrl4Ne1pF-bRGRHNJ8akjp7uGgv6hKT-tqAvlo6zoAPKifp9z4twavn61SuqnyrUGXiI3FO_BnGw1PNrVvmDYSBNHdkIyl0v2uBdVnh2I_9YRwKO2xBJOoGIBPVOUd4NSkVMmTCouHc61mTe-mmLeHqMDfEWgD0QBWFjztlvdNr7HLE_AQoajxYrXK1fxMyAsn7q6SPH9LK2I9R0nQn47nAUzElCEsld4mFjKD-nDmlH3oEXfAgmv0IZQph0yraIz7a66y5VkJ6rbZvMDVd6VLHz3JP6_Qf6dykxnW6nHyw5kdjwLPEH-4ukkjah6F0ugxRpCXHUZm1D4Ms=&c=YbDg6EPmlDPRIi775mAXFh0c1SYGilSvpfFh-4S7amoJGkAyLs13rw==&ch=TXSOEw-Z_aOxC4ibBYQJXpJ5PXMaqQOWHH2CHVYX7mY71V2ghQExJQ==
https://aasxhp5ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011Edgu-vgPdwf-eA3cfiAWzpzUzRdIrl4Ne1pF-bRGRHNJ8akjp7uGgv6hKT-tqAve1EkbrMJV1MEH28FRjjEk0rlt-spA185VZFYqXuBAyS6quOy4pfwG83SobRfQO1L63VKQgQ9FpI2RRYJAaSAq5nr-ovzwtQ54KVL_U5-E7YP4JgSJklOqQ==&c=YbDg6EPmlDPRIi775mAXFh0c1SYGilSvpfFh-4S7amoJGkAyLs13rw==&ch=TXSOEw-Z_aOxC4ibBYQJXpJ5PXMaqQOWHH2CHVYX7mY71V2ghQExJQ==

Touchdown! Blue Ghost Lands on the Moon

Carrying NASA science and technology, Firefly Aerospace’s Blue Ghost Mission 1 successfully landed on
the lunar surface at 3:34 a.m. EST on Sunday, March 2, near a volcanic feature called Mons Latreille within
Mare Crisium, a more than 300-mile-wide basin located in the northeast quadrant of the Moon’s near side.

“This incredible achievement demonstrates how NASA and American companies are leading the way in
space exploration for the benefit of all,” said NASA acting Administrator Janet Petro. “We have already
learned many lessons—and the technological and science demonstrations onboard Firefly’s Blue Ghost
Mission 1 will improve our ability to not only discover more science but also to ensure the safety of our
spacecraft instruments for future human exploration—both in the short term and long term.”

During surface operations, the NASA instruments will test and demonstrate lunar subsurface drilling
technology, regolith sample collection capabilities, global navigation satellite system abilities, radiation-
tolerant computing, and lunar dust mitigation methods. The data captured will benefit humanity by providing
insights into how space weather and other cosmic forces impact Earth.

MISSION UPDATES

COMMERCIAL SPACE
Lunar Navigation

NASA and the Italian Space Agency made history
on Monday, March 3, when the Lunar GNSS
Receiver Experiment, or LUGRE, became the first
technology demonstration to acquire and track
Earth-based navigation signals on the Moon’s
surface. LUGRE’s success indicates that signals
from the Global Navigation Satellite System can be
received and tracked on the Moon.

GPS ON THE MOON
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DREAM
ICOM STATION

-www.arrl.org/DreamStation

"DREAM BIG!

Win this Dream Station with the latest gear from Icom

Ml

¥
IC-7760

IC-PW2 SM-50 Seiko Watch
60th Anniversary Signature Edition 1 kW Linear Amplifier Desktop Microphone Icom 60th Anniversary
HF/50 MHz 200 W Transceiver

Limited Edition

DREAM NOW-s

C JOIN OR RENEW SET UP AUTO-RENEW

DONATE TO DIAMOND CLUB)

3 Ways to'Enter*:

Members automatically earn ARRL Sweepstakes entries when they
join or renew (earn 1 entry), set up auto-renewal (earn 2 entries),
or donate to Diamond Club (earn 1 entry for every $50 donated)

any time from January 3 through December 31, 2025.
Limit of 6 entries per person.

* No Purchase Necessary. For Official Rules visit www.arrl.org/DreamStation/rules

ARRL The National Association for Amateur Radio? is the sole sponsor of the ARRL Sweepstakes. Icom® is a registered trademark of Icom Inc.




YLRL Scholarships Available for Students
The Young Ladies Radio League (YLRL) has announced its Memorial

Scholarship program for 2025. The scholarship program is aimed at female amateur radio
operators studying radio, communications, electronics or amateur radio related arts and
sciences.

There are three Memorial Scholarship award categories:

« The Ethel Smith, KALMB, Memorial Scholarship — $2,500 award
« The Mary Lou Brown, NM7N, Memorial Scholarship — $2,500 award
e The Martha “Marte” Wessel, KOEPE, Memorial Scholarship — $1,500 award

“YLRL is committed to investing in women in amateur radio, and we believe that every act of volunteerism through
amateur radio, even a small one, helps turn the world into a better place,” said Vicki Zumwalt, N6KLS, President of
YLRL. “We hope that our scholarships will not only encourage students to learn more about science, technology, and
engineering but also inspire them to take pride in being an amateur radio operator and to encourage others to do so as
well.”

The YLRL believes that education in the fields or radio, communications, electronics, and amateur-related arts and
sciences will play an important role in shaping the world’s future. Through these memorial scholarships, YLRL
hopes to encourage female students to learn more about amateur radio.

To qualify, students must be female, have an amateur radio license, meet the requirements listed on the YLRL
website and apply using the online application. Applications are due by April 30, 2025. Winners will be announced
in July 2025.

The Young Ladies Radio League (YLRL) is an international non-profit organization of female amateur radio
enthusiasts. It was founded in 1939 and is the longest-running YL club in the world.

**k

RegiStration IS open for the nexXt interactive session of ARRL’s “On

the Air Live,” which is scheduled for Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 8 PM Eastern /
5 PM Pacific in the ARRLLearning Center.

It will focus on advanced functions of handheld radios, including getting them on digital modes. “On the Air Live” is
accessed through the ARRL Learning Center at learn.arrl.org. It is a benefit of ARRL membership, and members
must be logged into the website to access it for live or archived sessions.

11
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Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License : =
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) .....,:::::::.:-:'.:1:’:.,:‘",:.':.:..‘,.(.\ &

AMATEUR RADOO LACESSE

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license e
documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has .
maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license N
authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System  fusemmmanee
(ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees |

who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one. B IRS..

e o |

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an

unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set
of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your Tk @ Hatens
license* Click here to download the instructions

**

Ne e d ideas or a place to discover those billions of other things in ham radio? The ARRL has four online
publications (or in some cases print):

e QST — monthly publication including news, reviews, technical tips, and projects

e On The Air — for beginners and experts alike covering a wide range of operating interests and topics

e QEX — bimonthly technical publication featuring experimentation, technical articles, and columns for hams
and radio professionals

e NCJ — bimonthly contesting journal with hints, stats, scores, and QSO parties

Current ARRL members have access to the latest issues online through the links above or can search past articles.
Non-members can find these resources on the ARRL Periodical DVD available for the last couple years via the store
(under Station Resources), try the local library, or ask a member to borrow theirs

**

ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program

The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, will cover the one-time $35 application
fee for new amateur radio license candidates younger than 18 years old for tests administered under the ARRL
Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) program.

"We are thrilled that we are able to provide this opportunity to our youth candidates,” said ARRL VEC Manager
Maria Somma, AB1FM.

The $35 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL VEC
receives the completed reimbursement form and after the new license has been issued. The reimbursement check will
be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates younger than 18 years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of $5 to
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the ARRL VEC team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the age of 18, regardless of the
exam level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the session.

The ARRL Board approved the Youth Licensing Grant Program at its July 2021 meeting in Hartford, Connecticut,
expanding on the scope of the original motion proposed by ARRL Southeastern Division Director Mickey Baker,
N4MB.

The Board believes the recruitment and training of young amateur radio operators is a necessary and proper mission
of the ARRL and subsidization of the $35 fee will reduce the number of new amateurs that would otherwise be lost
from these groups. Initially the new program would serve up to 1,000 new license applicants under 18 years old. The
program length is indefinite; it may be renewed or terminated by the Administration and Finance Committee or by
the Board of Directors.

Visit the ARRL website for the program instructions and reimbursement form at www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-

program.

% %

HAMVENTION!
Hamvention 2025 Theme: Radio Independence The Hamvention team is pleased to

introduce our 2025 Theme, which is Radio Independence. Radio Independence means
a great deal to us. In the age of Parks on the Air (POTA), Summits on the Air (SOTA),
YouTube, and International Communications, radio is moving beyond its past limitations. In
the course of history radio has been heavily regulated and, in some instances, banned
altogether. We are fortunate to enjoy these freedoms, and for us at Hamvention we are
proud of our Radio Independence. What does Radio Independence mean to you? See you at
Hamvention 2025. 73, Hamvention Executive Committee November 1, 2024

*x*k

Registration is now open for the 2025 Dayton ConTest University (CTU) to be held
all day on Thursday May 15, 2025, at the Hope Hotel on Wright-Patterson Air

Force Base the day before Hamvention® opens in Xenia, Ohio. 2025 will be the 16th year
for CTU Dayton. Eight different countries have hosted CTUs, including the USA, Australia, Russia, Germany, Italy,
England, Brazil, and Finland. Over 10,000 students have attended these CTUs with more than 100 CTU professors
sharing their contesting experiences. The 2025 CTU Dayton course outline will be posted once all have been
confirmed. Each presentation is carefully prepared with up-to-date information. CTU professors are experienced
contesters who will share their knowledge, and participants can ask questions and learn new ways to enjoy
contesting. Videos and PDF presentations from past CTUs can be viewed at contestuniversity.com. There are
scholarships (registration fee paid) available for CTU through a grant from the Northern California DX Foundation
for students aged 25 or younger. Student registration information is on the CTU website, contestuniversity.com.

*x

National News
(from ARRL and other sources)
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*x

Estate Planning for Hams (What happens to all your stuff?)

August is National Make-a-Will month. Some estimates show that nearly two-thirds of Americans don't have
a plan. For some, it's procrastination. Others don't know where to start. “So many times we hear from the
family of a Silent Key who are overwhelmed with what to do with a lifetime worth of amateur radio gear,”
said ARRL Director of Development Kevin Beal, KSEAL. “Simply thinking through what needs to be done
ahead of time can prevent the stress on our loved ones after we are gone.”

ARRL this week held a webinar, hosted by Beal and Dino Papas, KL@S, to discuss the first steps of planning.
“It is something that, unfortunately, doesn’t get a lot of attention. The bottom- line up front is, ‘what happens
to all our beloved ham gear when that inevitable day comes along that we become a Silent Key?’...
Unfortunately, that day may arrive unexpectedly — so we need to prepare ahead of time to make it as simple as
possible for our families,” said Papas.

On the ARRLHQ YouTube channel, you can see a replay of the 52-minute presentation, along with the
guestion-and-answer section at the end. “Your station is an asset, just like anything else you’ve built and put
resources into. Deciding now what happens when you become a Silent Key can help solidify your legacy to
ham radio,” said Beal. The ARRL Legacy Circle recognizes the generosity of individuals who have planned
support for ARRL through wills, trusts, life insurance gifts, and other ways. The ARRL Legacy Circle ensures
that ARRL and amateur radio will continue to thrive for generations to come.

* %

CORNER Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think this is
5 important for someone who is trying to move up the DXCC ladder since entities that
E’ are on the rarer side and easiest to work in contests. Some of my best “catches” have
5 been on the Sunday afternoon of a contest when the rarer entities are begging for
© QSOs. Of course, the gamble is that if you wait until Sunday, conditions may change,

or they simply won’t be workable. However, it is not a bad gamble. Of course, why not work the
contest and have some fun!
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Start End

Contest Date Date
Virginia QSOP 3/15/2025 3/16/2025
CQ Ww WPX Contest, 3/29/2025 3/30/2025
SSB
SP DX Contest 4/5/2025 4/6/2025
Louisiana QSOP 4/5/2025 4/6/2025
Georgia QSOP 4/12/2025 4/13/2025
New Mexico QSOP 4/12/2025 4/13/2025
Holyland DX 4/18/2025 4/19/2025
Contest
Michigan QSOP 4/19/2025 4/20/2025
Ontario QSOP 4/19/2025 4/20/2025
SP DX RTTY 4/26/2025 4/27/20256
10-10 Intl. Spring 4/26/2025 4/27/20256
Contest, Digital
Florida QSOP 4/26/2025 4/27/20256

**

DX This Week — #323
Bill - AJ8B (thedxmentor@gmail.com / www.aj8b.com )

Great week of DX! | want you to look into the future about 4 years —
not that long from now. This kind of DX will start to become less frequent.
We are either at the top of the sunspot cycle or starting to slide down towards
the minimum a few years from now. There is quite a bit of rare DX coming
on in the next few years including Bouvet and Peter | Island. Even if you are
only mildly interested in DX, you may want to consider getting these in the
log. Bouvet has only been on a few times in my 50 years of radio and Pete | is even rarer. Let me
know if | can help!
| did receive 2 great cards this past week. Here they are: ZL7YL from the Chatham Islands and
BV50S from Taiwan.
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**x

Ohio Hamfests
I

2025

03/09/2025 - Northern Ohio Amateur Radio
Society Winter Hamfest

Location: Elyria, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society
Website: https://www.noars.net/hamfests/winter-

03/16/2025 - Toledo Mobile Radio Association
Hamfest and Computer Fair

hamfest/
Learn More

Location: Perrysburg, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Toledo Mobile Radio Association
Website: http://www.w8hhf.org

Learn More

04/05/2025 - Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio
Club 69th Hamfest

Location: Cuyahoga Falls , OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club,
Inc.

Website: https://www.cfarc-hamfest.org
Learn More

04/26/2025 - Tusco Amateur Radio Club’s
2025 Hamfest, Computer & Electronics Show

Location: Dover, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Tusco Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8zx.net/hamfest
Learn More

04/27/2025 - Athens Hamfest
Location: Athens, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Athens County Amateur Radio
Association

Website: https://www.ac-ara.org/

Learn More

05/10/2025 - 05/15/2025
RV Radio Network Rally

Location: Navarre, OH
Type: ARRL Convention
Sponsor: RV Radio Network
Learn More
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05/15/2025 -05/18/2025 - Four Days In May
Location: Fairborn, OH

Type: ARRL Convention

Sponsor: QRP Amateur Radio Club International
Website: http://qrparci.org/fdim

Learn More

005/16/2025 - 05/18/2025
Dayton Hamvention

Location: Xenia, OH

Type:

Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://Hamvention.org

Learn More

06/07/2025 - FCARC Summer Hamfest
Location: Delta, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio Club
Website: https://k8bxg.org/hamfest

Learn More

07/20/2025 - Van Wert Hamfest
Location: Van Wert, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Van Wert Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://w8fy.org

Learn More

08/02/2025 - Columbus Hamfest
Location: Grove City, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Aladdin Shrine Audio Unit
Website: http://columbushamfest.com
Learn More

08/09/2025 - Cincinnati HamfestSM
Location: Owensville, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Milford Amateur Radio Club
Website: https://CincinnatiHamfest.org
Learn More

08/16/2025 - Portsmouth Radio Club 2025
Hamfest

Location: New Boston, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: ARRL, Jett Fire Equipment, Shawnee
Computer and More

Website: http://www.portsmouthradioclub.com
Learn More

08/17/2025 - Warren Hamfest

Location: Cortland, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest

Learn More

09/07/2025 - Findlay Hamfest
Location: Findlay, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club
Website: http://w8ft.org
Learn More

09/28/2025 - Cleveland Hamfest

Location: Berea, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland
Website: https://www.hac.org

Learn More

10/04/2025 - Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio
Club (NWOARC) Hamfest

Location: Lima, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.nwoarc.com

Learn More

08/16/2026 - Warren Hamfest

Location: Cortland, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest

Learn More
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One Jay Son
all this will be

**
Ohio Section Cabinet
Section Manager — Tom Sly, WB8LCD Section Traffic Manager — David Maynard, WA3EZN
Section Emergency Coordinator — Bret Stemen KD8SCL Section Youth Coordinator — Anthony Luscre, K8ZT
Technical Coordinator — Jeff Kopcak, KBJTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator — Amanda Farone — KC3GFU
State Government Liaison — Bob Winston, W2THU Public Information Coordinator — Elizabeth Klinc - KESFMJ
**x
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