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“ Lancaster-Fairfield County's Amateur Radio Club since 6-3-1959  ”  
 
 
 

Club Meetings: 
1st Thursday of every month 

at 7:00 PM. Location: EMA 

building 240 Baldwin Dr, 

Lancaster, OH 43130. 

 

Nets: 
MONDAY 

NEWSLINE: 8:00pm 

CLUB NET at 9:00pm 

Monday AM Net at 9:00am 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

Weather 
Spotter/ARES Net: 

146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm 

 
GMRS REPEATER 

 

Transmits on 462.70 MHz 

Receives on 467.70 MHz 

PL code 77Hz 

 

FACEBOOK LINK 
 

Club Facebook Link 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your 

membership through the club, we retain $15 for 

each new membership OR lapsed membership 

(of two years or more), and we retain $2 for each 

renewal.  Please support our club, it doesn't cost 

any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
 

 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can 

swap it or sell it here.  List your items for free.  

Give a price and how to contact you.  Send the 

list to Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer 

Editor at ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

 

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  

 

2025 Officers 
 

President: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Vice President 
Eric Fox, KE8BZZ 

 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Treasurer: 
Guy Ingram,  W8AGI  

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Examiner: 
Walt Callahan, W8ALT 

 

Trainer:  

Tim Lentz, KD8QCA 

 

Activities Manager: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Public Relations: 

Jim Mills, KE8IID 

 

Safety Officer: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 

Web Master: 
Walter Callahan, W8ALT 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2304424573139424/?ref=share_group_link
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewerk8qik@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
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At 7:00 p.m., John called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  There were 12 members, 4 on zoom plus 4 

guests (Holly Beam, Michael Beam, Brian Norris and Patti Jackson), total of 16.  Member applications for 1st review was 

Steven C Sells, KB8USN. 

Steve Anderson KD8JLA Zoom 

Walt Callahan W8ALT 

Eric Fox KE8BZZ 

John Hilliard W8OF 

Ralph Howes W8BVH Zoom 

Guy Ingram W8AGI 

Tim Lentz KD8QCA Zoom 

Robert Northrup KC8PSW 

Scott Snoke WD8IXO Zoom 

Kevin Steel KB8KSX 

Mary Travis KD8EEI 

Mark Urbine KC8TUW 

 

Minutes were posted in Ragchewer and motion to approve was made by Mark, KC8TUW and seconded by Guy,W8AGI. All 

were in favor.  

Guy gave the Treasurer report.  Walt, W8ALT made motion to approve treasurer’s report and seconded by Robert, KC8PSW.  

All were in favor.  Guy also reported that he had filed the Non-profit charitable report which is due since we are a 501c3 

organization. 

Eric had nothing to report as Vice President. 

 

Tim, KD8QCA reported he is setting up Technician Class for Jan. 27th to Jan. 31 with test on Saturday, February 1.  Mark 

suggested that maybe we could do the class at Lancaster High School because he thinks there are some students wanting to 

get their licenses.  Mark & Tim will work together to get it scheduled and then we will notify interested parties of the upcoming 

class. 

 

Walt W8ALT reported no testing in November but we have 6 people for the December class on Saturday. 

 

John stated he and Walt have been working on the repeaters and few are getting good coverage.  John said he was at Port 

Columbus Airport in the waiting parking lot and he was able to hit the local repeater with great reception.  We want to thank 

John and Walt and anyone else who has been helping John getting the equipment moved from Fairfield Medical Center to the 

new location Fire Station on Chestnut Street. 

 

Walt, W8ALT stated he continues to keep the website updated with information he receives.  We thank Walt for keeping us 

current on the website. 

 

The following people volunteered to run the net:  Dec. 9th Guy, W8AGI; Dec. 16th Kevin, KB8KSX; Dec. 23rd Mark KC8TUW 

and Dec. 30th Eric KB8BZZ. 

 

Ralph reported he had nothing for Ragchewer but always looking for input for next issue. 

 

Mark, KC8TUW sent email to all members on Winter safety rules.  Reminder of things you need to be aware of with the cold 

weather starting and to be prepared if you are caught out in winter weather.  Checklist of things to have in your vehicle, etc. 

 

Motion made by Guy W8AGI, seconded by John, W8OF to accept Matthew Schouppe KE8FZN as member, all were in favor.   

 

  Minutes of December 5,2024 
Meeting  
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John W8OF stated he and Walt W8ALT have been working on the 443.875 UHF repeater because it was not working properly 

to switch from analog to digital.  Walt has been in touch with Yaesu and is waiting for reply on how they want to handle our 

issue (if they will send us a part or if we have need to send the unit in to get it repaired). 

 

Mark KC8TUW reminded everyone the Christmas Party is being held at Pizza Cottage, W Fair Ave & Ety Rd. on December 21st 

from 7 to 9 p.m.  We hope you will join us for some holiday fun. 

 

Mary KD8EEI made motion to reimburse Mark, KC8TUW in the amount of $165.06 for door prizes for holiday party, seconded 

by Guy, W8AGI.  All were in favor.  

 

Ralph W8BVH made motion to adjourn, seconded by Tim KD8QCA.  All were in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 
 

Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

Secretary. 
 

 

** 
 

Currently the K8QIK Radio Club in Lancaster, Ohio installed a GMRS 

repeater that transmits on 462.70 MHz and receives on 467.70 using PL code 

77Hz. The repeater is located on a 60-foot tower at a ground elevation of 

1,100 on the north end of the city. Range has been exceptionally good with 

hand-held coverage to most of the county. The repeater is open to anyone that 

has a current GMRS license and uses it to identify themselves every 15 

minutes of use. 

                         John, W8OF 

                                                 Station Engineer 

 
** 

 
 
 
 
 

 
** 
 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Weather Spotters net will now include the 

ARES group also. The net will now be called The Weather Spotter/ 

ARES net and will continue on 146.700 Repeater with 94.8 Hz tone 

Monday at 7:00 Pm. Also note the time is 7:00pm not 7:30. 
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** 

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) 

Exam sessions will be at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster 

Ohio, 43130, on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at 

http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning 

Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our VE team looks 

forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio and across our nation. 

We have an experienced team wich has tested candidates from Alaska, Florida, Texas and 

points in between!  

Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org to register. 

** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** Monthly Club Breakfast ** 
 

NEW Location:  Scramblers 
   1377 Ety Rd, Lancaster, OH 43130 (across from Panera’s) 

 
Time: 9-11 am; 3rd Saturday of each month.  
Next breakfast is [1-18-25.] in Lancaster.                               
➢ We will have our club breakfast at Scramblers in Pickerington, 

OH once per Quarter. (Same time) We will remind you prior to 

the Pickerington Breakfast. This is to share the driving with 

some of our members in the Pickerington area.                                                        

http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ve_testing@k8qik.org
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REPEATER PROJECT 10-24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is an update on the Repeater Project 12-16-24. Thanks to all who have donated. 

 

** 
LI-ION BATTERY REVIEW 

Seven weeks ago, I took delivery of some Li-ion 1.5volt Rechargeable batteries.  These batteries are the same voltage 

and physical size as common AA, AAA and D sized cells.  C and 9-volt batteries are also available. 

What makes these battery cells unique is that until recently, rechargeable Li-ion batteries are rated at 3.7 volts, and 

their physical size is usually different than their heavy duty or alkaline cousins.  Both of these characteristics make 

them useless in many common consumer products, such as computer mice, TV remotes or wall clocks to name a few. 



 

 
 

7 

 

In the 30 plus years of my amateur radio career, battery packs for hand held transceivers (HT's) have changed for the 

better.  Battery packs first were Ni-Cad then NiMH then to Li-ion battery packs that had better operating times, quicker 

charging, and more charging cycles.  However, when HT's were supplied with Ni-Cad and NiMH battery packs there 

was another option.  The battery case.  This was a case that had no battery cells included with the case.  Instead, you 

filled the case with AA Alkaline, NiCad's or NiMHs. 

 

Since the introduction of HT's with Li-ion battery pack, I am yet to see (and probably never will see) any battery cases 

for these newer radios.(I have since been corrected on that statement)  So, for this amateur, these newer 1.5 volt 

rechargeable batteries nearly missed the boat.  But I still have one HT that supports a battery case.  And there may also 

be some other Amateurs out there with some other equipment that could use this type of battery cell.  An antenna 

analyzer for instants. 

 

You may say, "I don't want to invest in a new battery charging system, my NiMH's are doing fine."  But what is I said, 

"You don't need to buy a charger for these batteries, you already own one?"  You see, these batteries came with a 

charging cable that plugs directly into the side of the battery via a USB C Port.  The other end of the cable has an A 

style USB plug. the charging circuitry is inside the batteries.  So you can use any 5 volt USB charging port.  The one 

for your phone, on the side of your laptop, in your car heck you've probably have a USB  port on the back of your 

television. 

 

Now onto the batteries that I bought.  I ordered and received 8AA, and 4AAA's for $26.00 and 4 D cells for $14.45.  

This made the cost per cell:  AA and AAA $2.17 and the D's were $3.61.  Adjusting for a 25% tariff, these cell may 

soon cost $2.71 and $4.52 respectively.  The AA's are rated at 2600mWH with 1200 charging cycles.  The AAA 

750mWH with 1200 charging cycles and the D's 12000mWH no charging cycle listed.  The batteries came with a 

charging cable as mentioned above.  My order included two cables with two "USB C" plugs per cable and one cable 

with four "USB C" plugs. (Additional cables can be ordered separately).  Also included were some plastic cases for 

storing the batteries in when not in use.  That way if you lose one battery you lose them all. Hi hi! 

 

I measured the AA's batteries dimensions to find that they were slightly longer than the AC Delco AA's I had to 

compare them to.1.2mm longer.  Not much, but it did make a tight fit into my HT's battery case.  There is a considerable 

weight difference.  Li-ion's weighted in at 17.33 grams, Alkaline 25 Grams and Ni-MH's at 27 grams.  This might be 

a big advantage to someone hiking or bicycling.  An ounce in the morning weights a pound in the evening. 

 

The batteries came to me charged, but I topped off six of the AA's and recorded their voltage.  The batteries have a 

green flashing light while charging that turns to a green solid light when charged.  I did the same to a pair of NiMH's.  

Voltages for three of the Li-ion's batteries at 1.52, three at 1.53 and the two Ni-MH's were 1.46 and 1.47.  After seven 

weeks the two Ni-MH's had dropped to 1.31.  A voltage drop of the 1.5volts.  But still above their 1.25 volt rating.  

The Li-ion batteries however were still 3 cells at 1.52 and three cells at 1.53. No change. 

 

The acid test.  Performance.  The only performance test I completed was put three of the D cell batteries into a MAG-

LITE flashlight.  This flashlight still has an incondisit bulb, LED's are now available.  My test results were as expected.  

About one half the run time of one time-use Alkaline  five hours of continues use.  I read online that a 3-cell MAG-

LITE should run about ten hour.  Your mileage may differ. 

 

An advantages to Li-ion batteries: 

I once read in Popular Mechanics that Li-ion battery charges are collective charges.  In other words, a partial charging 

cycle is just that, a partial charge.  If you charge a half depleted cell twice, that counts as one charge.  So those 1200 

charging cycles should last me quite awhile.  The second advantage that comes to mind is that Li-ion's are not affected 

by all but the most extreme temperatures.  So they would be good to use in a flashlight stored in you vehicle.  Just 
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check them every change of seasons.  Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter.  And lastly, Li-ion batteries do not have the 

reputation of leaking like the alkaline batteries do. 

 

I read this review on a local FM net a few weeks ago.  I was asked a couple questions following my reading: 

 1.  Question, Where did I purchase the batteries that I reviewed?  Answer, Temu.com https://www.temu.com 

 2.  Question, Which brand did I purchase?  Answer, Smartoools. 

 

73, 

Jim Kelley, (N8YDM) 

** 

 

National News 

(from ARRL and other sources)  

 
2025 CQ DX HALL OF FAME 

by INDEXA 

by Bob Schenck, N2OO 

Vice President INDEXA 

Member CQ DX Hall of Fame 

former DX Editor CQ Magazine 
 

 

When Dick Ross K2MGA (Publisher of CQ Communications, INC) became a “Silent Key”, in April 2024, many 

wondered about the numerous award programs that were run by CQ Magazine. One very important program was the 

CQ DX Hall of Fame. Prior to his passing, Dick gave his blessing for the International DX Association (INDEXA) to 

carry on with this prestigious award, with my guidance, if the magazine ever ceased functioning. As such, I am 

pleased to announce that INDEXA will begin the stewardship of the Heritage CQ DX Hall of Fame starting with the 

2025 inductees. Established in 1967, the CQ DX Hall of Fame honors those amateurs who have made exemplary 

contributions to DXing and DXpeditioning; including both on-air and off-air activities and accomplishments. The 

activities and accomplishments that qualify one for membership in this elite group called the CQ DX Hall of Fame 

involves considerable personal sacrifice and can usually be described by the phrase "above and beyond the call of 

duty." It is not enough to just be a DXpedition team member a number of times. To be in the DX Hall of Fame you 

might need to have the foresight to organize DXpeditions to the very hard to reach entities around the globe or 

perhaps work on ways to open Amateur Radio in the countries where politics exclude it. Other accomplishments 

could also be to create or provide new and/or important techniques that support the DX chaser. Other important 

attributes to be considered include “integrity”, “perseverance”, “good will”, “honesty” and “being noncontroversial”. 

Nominations will be open January 1, 2025 through March 1, 2025. Please send to Bob Schenck, N2OO 

(n2oo@comcast.net ) . Make sure to put “CQ DX HALL OF FAME” in the subject line. Inductees will be announced 

at the SWODXA - Dayton DX Dinner. Bob Schenck, N2OO Chairman INDEXA CQ DX Hall of Fame Committee 

** 

 

https://www.temu.com/
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Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 
 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 

documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has 

maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license 

authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System 

(ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees 

who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one.  

 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an 

unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set 

of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your 

license*    Click here to download the instructions 

** 

** 

ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program 

The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, will cover the one-time $35 application 

fee for new amateur radio license candidates younger than 18 years old for tests administered under the ARRL 

Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) program.  

 

"We are thrilled that we are able to provide this opportunity to our youth candidates," said ARRL VEC Manager 

Maria Somma, AB1FM. 

 

The $35 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL VEC 

receives the completed reimbursement form and after the new license has been issued. The reimbursement check will 

be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates younger than 18 years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of $5 to 

the ARRL VEC team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the age of 18, regardless of the 

exam level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the session. 

 

The ARRL Board approved the Youth Licensing Grant Program at its July 2021 meeting in Hartford, Connecticut, 

expanding on the scope of the original motion proposed by ARRL Southeastern Division Director Mickey Baker, 

N4MB. 

 

The Board believes the recruitment and training of young amateur radio operators is a necessary and proper mission 

of the ARRL and subsidization of the $35 fee will reduce the number of new amateurs that would otherwise be lost 

from these groups. Initially the new program would serve up to 1,000 new license applicants under 18 years old. The 

program length is indefinite; it may be renewed or terminated by the Administration and Finance Committee or by 

the Board of Directors. 

Visit the ARRL website for the program instructions and reimbursement form at www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-

program. 

** 
 

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/2020/print_your_license.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
http://www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program
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On Christmas Eve morning, Tuesday December 24, 2024, SAQ Grimeton in Sweden is 

scheduled to be on the air to send its traditional Christmas message to the world, using 

the 200-kW Alexanderson alternator built in 1924, on 17.2 kHz CW.  
The event will be streamed live on YouTube beginning at 08:25 CET (Central European Time, 07:25 UTC). Startup 

and tuning of the of the Alexanderson alternator will start at 08:30 CET (07:30 UTC) followed by the 09:00 CET 

(08:00 UTC) transmission of the Christmas message. Test transmissions will be on Friday, December 20, 13:00 – 

16:00 CET (12:00 – 15:00 UTC). Amateur radio station SK6SAQ will be QRV during the day on the following 

frequencies: 3.517.2 kHz CW; 7.017.2 kHz CW; 14. 017.2 KHz CW; 3.755 kHz SSB; 7.140 kHz SSB. Comments 

are welcome at info@alexander.n.se. 

 

** 
Estate Planning for Hams (What happens to all your stuff?) 

August is National Make-a-Will month. Some estimates show that nearly two-thirds of Americans don't have 

a plan. For some, it's procrastination. Others don't know where to start. “So many times we hear from the 

family of a Silent Key who are overwhelmed with what to do with a lifetime worth of amateur radio gear,” 

said ARRL Director of Development Kevin Beal, K8EAL. “Simply thinking through what needs to be done 

ahead of time can prevent the stress on our loved ones after we are gone.” 

 

ARRL this week held a webinar, hosted by Beal and Dino Papas, KLØS, to discuss the first steps of planning. 

“It is something that, unfortunately, doesn’t get a lot of attention. The bottom- line up front is, ‘what happens 

to all our beloved ham gear when that inevitable day comes along that we become a Silent Key?’... 

Unfortunately, that day may arrive unexpectedly – so we need to prepare ahead of time to make it as simple as 

possible for our families,” said Papas. 

 

On the ARRLHQ YouTube channel, you can see a replay of the 52-minute presentation, along with the 

question-and-answer section at the end. “Your station is an asset, just like anything else you’ve built and put 

resources into. Deciding now what happens when you become a Silent Key can help solidify your legacy to 

ham radio,” said Beal. The ARRL Legacy Circle recognizes the generosity of individuals who have planned 

support for ARRL through wills, trusts, life insurance gifts, and other ways. The ARRL Legacy Circle ensures 

that ARRL and amateur radio will continue to thrive for generations to come. 

** 

Ohio Hamfests 
  

2025 

01/19/2025 - Sunday Creek Amateur Radio 

Federation Hamfest 

Location: Shade, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Sunday Creek Amateur Radio Federation 

Learn More 

 

03/16/2025 - Toledo Mobile Radio Association 

Hamfest and Computer Fair 

Location: Perrysburg, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Toledo Mobile Radio Association 

Website: http://www.w8hhf.org 

Learn More 

https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjEyNzU1JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zNjI0Njc3NA/index.html
mailto:info@alexander.n.se
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/sunday-creek-amateur-radio-federation-hamfest-4
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/sunday-creek-amateur-radio-federation-hamfest-4
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/sunday-creek-amateur-radio-federation-hamfest-4
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/toledo-mobile-radio-association-hamfest-and-computer-fair-3
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/toledo-mobile-radio-association-hamfest-and-computer-fair-3
http://www.w8hhf.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/toledo-mobile-radio-association-hamfest-and-computer-fair-3
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04/05/2025 - Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio 

Club 69th Hamfest 

Location: Cuyahoga Falls , OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club, 

Inc. 

Website: https://www.cfarc-hamfest.org 

Learn More 

 

05/15/2025 - Four Days In May 

Location: Fairborn, OH 

Type: ARRL Convention 

Sponsor: QRP Amateur Radio Club 

International 

Website: http://qrparci.org/fdim 

 

07/12/2025 - Mansfield Mid-Summer Trunkfest 

2025 

Location: Ontario, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Intercity Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://w8we.org 
 

  

 

 

07/20/2025 - Van Wert Hamfest 

Location: Van Wert, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Van Wert Amateur Radio Club 

Website: http://w8fy.org 

 

 

 
 

Ohio Section Cabinet 
Section Manager – Tom Sly, WB8LCD Section Traffic Manager – David Maynard, WA3EZN 

Section Emergency Coordinator – Bret Stemen   KD8SCL Section Youth Coordinator – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Amanda Farone – KC3GFU 

State Government Liaison – Bob Winston, W2THU Public Information Coordinator – Elizabeth Klinc - KE8FMJ 

 

 
** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, we want to thank the ARRL, QST, ARRL Ohio Section 
Manager, and, their contributors and also the Scioto Valley 
ARC, Hillsdale Michigan Amateur Radio Club, Highland ARA for 
their contributions to our newsletter.  

 

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cuyahoga-falls-amateur-radio-club-69th-hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cuyahoga-falls-amateur-radio-club-69th-hamfest
https://www.cfarc-hamfest.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cuyahoga-falls-amateur-radio-club-69th-hamfest
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/four-days-in-may-1
http://qrparci.org/fdim
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/mansfield-mid-summer-trunkfest-2025
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/mansfield-mid-summer-trunkfest-2025
http://w8we.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/van-wert-hamfest-9
http://w8fy.org/

