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kB8gik.org - k8qik est. 1959

P.O. Box 3, Lancaster, Ohio 43130
Meeting: First Thursday of the month
at 7pm, Fairfield County EMA offices

Club Repeaters:
147.03
146.70
443.875
443.300 CAFM
462.700 GMRS

I Lancaster-Fairfield County’'s Amateur Radio Club since 6-3-1959 I

Club Meetings:
1% Thursday of every month
at 7:00 PM. Location: EMA
building 240 Baldwin Dr,
Lancaster, OH 43130.

Nets:

MONDAY
NEWSLINE: 8:00pm
CLUB NET at 9:00pm
Monday AM Net at 9:00am
147.03 MHz (+.6)

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq.

Packet:

BBS 145.53MHz
K8QIK-1 BBS
K8QIK-2: Ohio53

Weather

Spotter/ARES Net:
146.700 Repeater with 94.8
Hz tone Monday at 7:00 Pm

GMRS REPEATER
Transmits on 462.70 MHz

Receives on 467.70 MHz
PL code 77Hz

FACEBOOK LINK
Club Facebook Link

www.k8qik.org

ARRL Membership

When you join the ARRL, or renew your
membership through the club, we retain $15 for
each new membership OR lapsed membership
(of two years or more), and we retain $2 for each
renewal. Please support our club, it doesn't cost
any more. Send or give all paperwork to
Treasurer with your money.

Free Swap and Sell

If you have anything ham radio related, you can
swap it or sell it here. List your items for free.
Give a price and how to contact you. Send the
list to Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer
Editor at ragchewerk8qgik@sbcglobal.net

HAMFEESTS

To find a convention or hamfest near
you, click here

Special Event Stations

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations

2023 Officers

President:
Mary Travis, KD8SEEI

Vice President:
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW

Secretary:

?7?

Treasurer:
Guy Ingram, WB8AGI

Trustee:
John Hilliard, W8OF

Station Engineer:
John Hilliard, W8OF

Volunteer Examiner:
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW

Trainer:
Tim Lentz, KD8QCA

Activities Manager:
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW

Public Relations:
Jim Mills, KESIID

Safety Officer:
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW

Web Master:
Walter Callahan, WSALT
webmaster@k8qik.org

News Editor:
Ralph Howes, W8BVH
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:00 p.m., Mary called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 14 members, 3 on zoom plus 1
guest (Matthew Schouppe KE8ZFS, total of 18. Member applications for 1st review were Lowell D Morrison KD8SYU and
Matthew Schouppe KE8ZFS. Member application for 2" review William Kretschmer KD8URN.

Walt Callahan W8SALT John Lawson WBAGS Connie Snoke N8LPC
Eric Fox KE8BZZ Tim Lentz KD8QCA Scott Snoke WD8IXO
John Hilliard W8OF Lowell Miller W8QIY Zoom Kevin Steel KB8KSX
Ralph Howes W8BVH Robert Northrup KC8PSW Mary Travis KD8EEI
Guy Ingram W8AGI Charlie Snoke N8KZN Mark Urbine KC8TUW
Paul Kidwell W8BPDK Zoom Art Wilson NBART Zoom

Minutes were posted in Ragchewer and motion to approve made by Ralph W8BVH and seconded by John WB8AGS. All were in
favor.

Guy gave the Treasurer report. Art NBART made motion to approve treasurer’s report and seconded by Tim KD8QC All were
in favor.

Robert had nothing to report as Vice President.
Tim, KD8QCA reported has possibly 3 people interested in class and will try to get something scheduled.

Robert reported Walt WBALT has agreed to assume the Volunteer Examiner position and Robert & Walt have taken care of
getting the information to ARRL and Walt will do one person who is scheduled for Sat. Oct 5%,

John, W8OF reported as Trustee & Station Engineer. John received keys to Fire Station #1, Chestnut St. new building which
houses the 146.70 transmitter. John also reported that he and Walt and others have been working at Fairfield Medical Center
(FMC) to remove all equipment we have had at their facility and we are having to move since Ohio Health is taking over and
they are not interested in supporting emergency contacts from their facility. 443.300 receiver and echo link computers will be
moved to Fire Station #1. There is a tower and three 20 ft. VHF sticks which will be left unless we find someone to climb and
take them down from FMC.

John stated that there was a problem with the 146.70 and 147.03 repeaters on WaterWorks Hill and it turned out there was a
bad T connector. John replaced and it is working great.

Walt, WBALT stated he had received another contact from a Boy Scout who was working on radio badge and found our website
very helpful and made a suggestion of another link we could add and Walt has done that.

The following people volunteered to run the net: Oct. 7th Robert KC8PSW; Oct. 14" Paul W8PDK; Oct. 21st Kevin, KB8KSX;
Oct. 28th Guy, WBAGI and Nov. 4" Mark KC8TUW.

Ralph reported he had nothing for Ragchewer but if anyone has anything that would be of interest, please send to him. Also,
he will be sending an email to all members soon about some insurance benefits which are available thru ARRL membership.

Mark, KC8TUW just reminded everyone to be aware of who is connected when you are on EchoLink. He also reminded
everyone that we will be participating in Holiday Parade. If you can work, please contact Mark. Mark will also have his truck
available as backup for our vehicle in the parade.



Mark also reported that he has signed document accepting responsibility to adhere to FCC rules when using the radios from
teacher at high school who has received the radios Mary and Jeff Roberts donated.

Mark KC8TUW mentioned he is going to see if the local high school students want to participate in building a 3 element Yagi
antenna sometime in November and then follow with a fox hunt.

Motion made by Guy WBAGI, seconded by Walt W8BALT to accept William Kretschmer as member, all were in favor.

Ralph made a motion to cast one ballot for the following slate of officers:

President John Hilliard
Vice President Eric Fox

Treasurer Guy Ingram
Secretary Mary Travis

Activity Manager Mark Urbine
Seconded by Art N8BART. All were in favor.

Walt WBALT mentioned that there will be no testing in November because EMA building will not be available.

Ralph W8BVH made motion to adjourn, seconded by Tim KD8QCA. All were in favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.

% Thawis, kDSEEN

Acting Secretary.
**

Currently the K8QIK Radio Club in Lancaster, Ohio installed a GMRS
repeater that transmits on 462.70 MHz and receives on 467.70 using PL code
77Hz. The repeater is located on a 60-foot tower at a ground elevation of
1,100 on the north end of the city. Range has been exceptionally good with
hand-held coverage to most of the county. The repeater is open to anyone that
has a current GMRS license and uses it to identify themselves every 15
minutes of use.

John, wsor

Station Engineer




*%*

** Monthly Club Breakfast **

Location: Frisch's Big Boy at the mall
Lancaster, Ohio 43130

Time: 9-11 am; 3rd Saturday of each month.

**

MY PARENTS
SPANKED

ME AS A CHILD

AS A RESULT, | NOW SUFFER
FROM A PSYCHOLOGICAL
CONDITION KNOWN AS

"RESPECT FOR OTHERS™




The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)

Exam sessions will be at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster
Ohio, 43130, on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at
http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning
Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our VE team looks
forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio and across our nation.
We have an experienced team that has tested candidates from Alaska, Florida, Texas and
points in between!

Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org to register.

**

From the Section Emergency Coordinator
Bret Stemen — KD8SCL EC
KD8SCL @gmail.com

From the ARRL Letter:

Ham Radio Serving Southeast US Recovery Efforts
Amateur radio is proving critical in areas hit hard by
Hurricane Helene, especially in North and South Carolina,
portions of Tennessee, and beyond. In the hardest-hit
Asheville, North Carolina, area, homes and entire towns have
been swept away by flood waters and mudslides. Over 200
people have been killed, and many more are still missing.

Widespread devastation has damaged the power grid and
roads, and many residents are without cell phone service and
other utilities. For several days, radio communications were
the only means of passing information. Ham radio continues
to play a significant role in this situation.

Flood waters in North Carolina. [Photo: 1SG
Leticia Samuels, NCNG)
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In North Carolina, all official emergency radio communications are done through
NC AUXCOMM. NC Division of Emergency Management Senior External
Affairs Specialist Brian Haines says hams are deployed. “Amateur radio operators
are working side by side with first responder communications personnel all over
Western North Carolina. Needless to say, we are interested in highlighting all
they are doing but at this point they are heavily involved in response efforts,
which is where we need to focus,” he said.

5
a8 5 i :
A roadway in North Carolina.
[Photo: U.S. Customs and
Border Protection Special
Response Team]

Winlink, which provides email over amateur radio, has been used significantly in
the recovery. ARRL Director of Emergency Management Josh Johnston,
KE5MHYV, says the recent FCC removal of symbol rate restrictions has allowed a
streamlined response using modern technology. “Winlink is an example of how
modern tools work well within the Amateur Radio Service. Not having to petition
the FCC for a waiver of the old rules allowed Winlink to be used immediately
during this emergency,” he said. ARRL had advocated for the change, which was
implemented in 2023.

A visualization of Winlink
traffic. The amount of
activity is unusually high,
due to the emergency.

Significant stories of the response from individual hams are emerging, particularly
from those who have created pop-up nets to pass health and welfare traffic. Using
mountaintop repeaters that have robust power backups, HF frequencies, and
Winlink, ham radio operators are putting in their time, talents, and personal gear to
good use.

The local news media in affected areas has connected with several radio amateurs to highlight their work. CBS 17 in
Raleigh reported on Van Lee, KM4TC, who helped families trying to get information on loved ones. In Charlotte,
Queen City News told the story of Dan Gitro, K2DMG, who has been providing information to hams about current
conditions as well as passing along messages to loved ones.

Countless other hams have stepped up by passing traffic and providing information. ARRL seeks to tell those stories
of selfless service as the operators find time.

Amateur radio has been serving communities even before the storm hit. The Hurricane Watch Net, VoIP Hurricane
Net, and WX4NHC, the amateur radio station at the National Hurricane Center, were all active as the storm churned
towards Florida. In the 25 hours that the net was active, hams passed along over 100 surface reports that were used
by forecasters to make more informed decisions about the storm. Hurricane Helene made landfall near Perry,
Florida, on the evening of Thursday, September 26, as a Category 4 storm. With winds of 140 miles per hour, it was
the strongest hurricane on record to slam into Florida’s Big Bend.

In Florida, Amateur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES®) volunteers were embedded with county officials and at
the State Emergency Operations Center.

As the storm moved north, the worst impacts were felt. Officials have classified the rainfall near Asheville as a
1,000-year event. The impact started to emerge over the weekend of September 28—29.

ARRL leadership was in touch with field organization volunteers in the impacted area throughout the weekend. On
Monday, a call was held to see what resources may be needed. A clear challenge of logistics emerged. Entire road
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networks are unpassable. General aviation pilots have been working, as they do during major disasters, to use
donated aircraft to ferry in relief supplies. Ham radio operators have been working with Operation Airdrop and other
volunteer groups to help provide communications support. Dozens of private helicopters have been flying in
supplies, as have military assets.

In Tennessee, hams have rallied to return repeaters impacted by the storm to service. Section Manager of the ARRL
Tennessee Section David Thomas, KM4NY 1, reports that a request for help on the TN ARES net resulted in batteries
being donated and delivered to return the WAKEYV repeater system to service, including the 145.410 machine located
on Viking Mountain in Greene County, Tennessee, which covers much of the area in North Carolina and Tennessee
that was decimated.

As connectivity via phone and data networks continues to return, ARRL expects more stories of amateur radio
serving communities will emerge. Stories and local media coverage can be shared with ARRL
via newsmedia@arrl.org.

While commercial communications networks and utilities are increasingly more resilient, Hurricane Helene has
demonstrated that amateur radio is a critical partner that works When All Else Fails®.

Related Media Coverage:

Asheville


mailto:newsmedia@arrl.org

https://thecitizen.com/2024/09/29/how-to-stay-in-touch-when-the-grid-goes-down/

Charlotte
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/ham-radio-operators-help-reunite-loved-ones-after-helene/ar-AA1rBGPg

https://www.gcnews.com/severe-weather/how-old-tech-is-being-used-to-remotely-help-in-wake-of-helene/

https://www.wbtv.com/2024/10/01/times-devastation-many-turn-old-school-tech-keep-communication-lines-open/

Raleigh
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/state/north-carolina/article293361644.html

https://www.cbs17.com/news/local-news/triangle-families-desperate-to-reach-loved-ones-missing-after-helene-ham-

radio-operators-help-relay-messages/

**

Want to know where to go to get the courses you need? It’s all Right Here!

e Ohio EMA Training Calendar
e Login to the DPS Training Campus
e Create a new account on the DPS Training Campus

NOTE:
e Most courses are in-person but some course may be hosted virtually (this will be noted).
e Seats available listed are as of the release of this update and will change quickly.
e All classes will be posted on the DPS training campus at least 60 days prior to the start of the course.
e Please read the Training Policy & Catalog for more information on Ohio EMA trainings.
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**

Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT)

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license
documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has
maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license
authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System
(ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees
who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one.

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an
unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set
of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your
license* Click here to download the instructions

**

From the Section Youth Coordinator
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT - SYC
k8zt73@gmail.com

Don’t Delay Get On 10 Meters

HF Operating Opportunities for all License Classes
Including Technicians

I will keep this article brief but give you hours of things to do.

NITo sy 7 S0

FEBERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMESION :/l«.},?\
&

W5

O STATES OF ASMRICA

AVATEUR RADOO LACESSE

KEMK

Jisse Q. Himatery

Great news for all Hams, especially Technician Licensees- high sunspot activity, fall propagation, and 10 meters

wide open. Get On The Air Now!

Here are a few video recordings to watch to help you get on the air and have fun on the HF Bands:

e 10 Meter Band Fun For All- https://youtu.be/im3dbYRkvGo
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10 Meters (28 MHz)
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All Licenses (Technician)
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CW & Data (SSB Only) Phone & Image FM Repeaters
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e Getting Started in Amateur Radio- Making HF Contacts-_https://youtu.be/rtumORYT6HO

Making
HF Radio
Contacts

e Beginners Guide to HF (four-part series)
o Week 1- The HF Bands, Operating & Making Contacts-_https://youtu.be/cjZZjfKYPak
o Week 2- Equipment & Antennas-_https://youtu.be/dH50sA1CZSc
o Week 3- Putting It All Together_https://youtu.be/eG3kFbCZEM8
o Week 4- Operating HF & Your HF Persona-_https://youtu.be/FOgoAYkKveA
m A slideshow from the presentations, including clickable links and resources, is available at
tiny.cc/bghf.
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Help Someone Get On The Air

Here is where | appeal to those who already participate in these activities. Go through your club's roster and identify
Tech licensees, new hams, youth, inactive hams, etc. Once you have identified your target audience, contact them
personally and invite them to participate in activities with you. Alternatively, your club may want to put together
some group activities.

That’s it for this month. I hope to hear you on the air operating on 10-meter HF!
73,
Anthony, K8ZT (k8zt@arrl.net)

**

From the Section Traffic Manager
Dan Rinaman, AC8NP — STM
AC8NP@ACSNP.COM

Hello!

As this is my first Ohio Section Journal, I will introduce myself.

I live in Tiffin located in Seneca county with my wife Deb. We raised three boys here and
have two grandchildren.

My introduction to amateur radio started when | was in the USMC repairing and maintaining F4B aircraft. | was in a
group of CB radio operators and in this group, | meet the MARS radio operator for Kaneohe Bay Marine Corps Air
Station Hawaii. He took me into the radio station and taught me how to use the teletype (MARSGRAMS) and
operate phone patches on HF radio. His wife was friends with a young lady who came out for a visit. That visit
developed into she and | getting married. My unit deployed to Japan, | then used the message and phone patch
system of MARS to stay connected with my wife.

Fast forward 34 years | found myself as a Boy Scout leader in need of an Emergency Preparedness Drill for my
scouts to earn the badge. | found the Seneca County ARES group and that worked out great we had a weekend of fun
and education. | was reintroduced to amateur radio. In 2011 | started my amateur adventure. | have worked up to
amateur extra. The Seneca Radio club and Seneca County ARES have great at showing all the great opportunities
amateur radio has to offer. | have served in all position in our club and hold an AEC position in Seneca county
ARES. | serve as the Database manager for both the Ohio Single Sideband Net and Ohio ARES Training. | have been
a traffic handler with OSSBN since 2015 and became an DNTS station in 2023. During the past two years | have
been on the ARRL NTS2.0 committee helping look for ways to improve the NTS.

So on to Handling Traffic.

National Traffic System
Traffic and Message Handling
For Skill, Service, and Fun!

The ARRL got its start to organize message delivery to get messages delivered efficiently,
accurately to its destination by different radio stations. This tradition continues today using
CW, voice, and digital.

gyl ° Why practice traffic handling?

e It teaches operator good skills.

e It gives you valuable skills in times of emergency passing health and welfare messages.
e You learn how to operate under adverse conditions without power.

e You create friendships and comradery.
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Any license class can handle traffic even with a basic HT. Ask a mentor, club, or go to nts2.arrl.org for more
information. There are nets you can join to learn and practice this skill. Consider Traffic Handling as part of your
Ham Radio experience!

**

ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program

The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, will cover the one-time $35 application
fee for new amateur radio license candidates younger than 18 years old for tests administered under the ARRL
Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) program.

"We are thrilled that we are able to provide this opportunity to our youth candidates,” said ARRL VEC Manager
Maria Somma, AB1FM.

The $35 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL VEC
receives the completed reimbursement form and after the new license has been issued. The reimbursement check will
be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates younger than 18 years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of $5 to
the ARRL VEC team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the age of 18, regardless of the
exam level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the session.

The ARRL Board approved the Youth Licensing Grant Program at its July 2021 meeting in Hartford, Connecticut,
expanding on the scope of the original motion proposed by ARRL Southeastern Division Director Mickey Baker,
NAMB.

The Board believes the recruitment and training of young amateur radio operators is a necessary and proper mission
of the ARRL and subsidization of the $35 fee will reduce the number of new amateurs that would otherwise be lost
from these groups. Initially the new program would serve up to 1,000 new license applicants under 18 years old. The
program length is indefinite; it may be renewed or terminated by the Administration and Finance Committee or by
the Board of Directors.

Visit the ARRL website for the program instructions and reimbursement form at www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-
program.

k¥
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The September 28th Hocking County Amateur Radio Club FoxHunt was won by first time entrant AF8E John
Adams in only 24 minutes. He built his own five element Yagi from aluminum arrow
shafts, and proceeded to triangulate on Fox KC8JRV Kirk Greenfield with only two
sightings/bearings. Adams said " it was fun, " and was clearly delighted with his win! 2nd
place winner was W8NXB Phil Stanley who described multiple tree falls from former
tropical storm Helena as being impediments to his progress.

**x

DX This Week — #303
Bill - AJ8B (thedxmentor@gmail.com / www.aj8b.com )

Hope you had a good DX Week. | just received a batch of cards from the
W8 buro and will get them sorted and out to my “N” hams soon.

From Howard, N8HO, I received the 2 QSL cards shown below. Thanks
Howard!

What have you received recently?

ZONE CQz 32 - 1OTA: 0C-840 - GRID: AHS5@8ax

Bhutan

.. “ZONE €ax 22 - GRID: NL4TV]

9

I received an email from Bob, KEAAC. Bob had recently sent two emails asking about “tail-ending’
and “timing”. Bob wants to know if there might be another strategy to break the pileup.

Another great question Bob. Our analogy has been to imagine that we are at a press conference
where a group of reporters were gathered. When the celebrity says, “Next Question”, imagine what
he hears. Twenty or thirty reporters all shouting at the same time. All he can hear is either the
loudest or just the din of voices. Perhaps several of them utilize “tail ending” and “timing” but that
doesn’t help them. So, what else can you do? Try using a slightly higher (or significantly higher)
voice when you call out. This doesn’t really lend itself well to this press conference scenario but
does on the ham bands. During SSB contests, | have heard many European stations who will record
a female voice calling CQ as it is much higher and easier to pick out of a QRN and QRM laden
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frequency. Then, | always chuckle when they come back to me with a much deeper voice! On CW,
just move up the band 400 Hz to try to be heard. Like “tail ending” and “timing”, it doesn’t always

work, but it is a tool for the toolbox!
Kk

Ohio Hamfests
]

2024

10/27/2024 - 2024 MARC Hamfest at MAPS 12/07/2024 - Winter Hamfest

Location: N. Canton, OH Location: Archbold, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club Sponsor: FCARC

Website: https://www.w8np.net Website: https://k8bxg.org/hamfest
Learn More Learn More

Grant Amateur Radio Club

November 9™ 2024
146.730 mhz - Brown County, Ohio - PL 162.2 hz

This is our 24th Annual Ham Fest!

Each year in November the club holds its yearly ham fest! The club pulls together to offer many exciting activities as
well as an indoor vendor area and flea market. Our great food and lots of other hams to chat with make it a great day!

Over $1000 in prizes to be given away!
The club will be conducting license testing for earning or upgrading your license. Contact the club for more
information.
November 9, 2024 8:00 am — 12:30 pm
406 West Plum Street
Georgetown, Ohio 45121

Admission: $2.00 per person

Advance tickets are available!

Vendors and Flea Market:

Tables are first come!

Vendor Setup: Saturday Morning 6 am

Contact Ken Klosterman at 513-515-6726
or by email at KDSFKU@gmail.com
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*x

Amateur Radio, more specifically ARES, has had a lot of good press this past week! The training and preparation
have helped many in the SE United States after Helene went through. It’s been awhile since I’ve seen the tagline
“When All Else FAILS — Amateur Radio Works!”. This makes Right Now one of the most opportune times we have
to bring Amateur Radio to the front of the general public’s mind. Any “Public Relations” we do now will get
amplified attention. Don’t let this opportunity pass you by!

In a world where we continue to become less “self-reliant” and have become more and more dependent on
Government to protect us, this is a salient example of why we need to rely on our own resources to provide for our
own well-being. Amateur Radio has proven to be a “life saver” in these current events. Don’t let anyone dissuade
you of our importance in these days of internet and cell-phones!

I also encourage you to get involved with ARES and Traffic-Handling. POTA, Field-Day, contesting, trying new
modes, home-brewing, and yes — even “people skills” are all valuable skills we can learn and improve on by being
active participants of this great hobby! Get out there, and encourage others to also. It’s good for all of us.

73,
Tom WBSLCD
**
Ohio Section Cabinet
Section Manager — Tom Sly, WB8SLCD Section Traffic Manager — David Maynard, WA3EZN
Section Emergency Coordinator — Bret Stemen KD8SCL Section Youth Coordinator — Anthony Luscre, K8ZT
Technical Coordinator — Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator — Amanda Farone — KC3GFU
State Government Liaison — Bob Winston, W2THU Public Information Coordinator — Elizabeth Klinc - KEGFMJ

As always, we want to thank the ARRL, QST, ARRL Ohio Section
Manager, and, their contributors and also the Scioto Valley
ARC, Hillsdale Michigan Amateur Radio Club, Highland ARA for
their contributions to our newsletter.
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