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2017 Club Christmas 

Party 

 

It was a nice time by 

all who attended…… 
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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

Club Meetings: 
1st Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the Fairfield 

County Job & Family 

Services on corner of W.  

Main St. and Memorial Dr., 

Lancaster, OH. Go to the 

EMA room until further 

notice. 

 
Radio Night 

See the Club calendar at 

www.k8qik.org 

 

Clubhouse 
Location: 

P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
 

Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

Weather Spotter 
Net: 

146.700 Repeater with 94.8 

Hz tone Monday at 8:30 P 

www.k8qik.org  
 

ARRL Membership 

 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 

OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
 

VE Test 
 

VE test sessions on 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at 

the Red Cross building on W. Mulberry St. just off of 

Broad St. Call Robert Northrup, KC8PSW (614-323-

1901). For more details go to www.k8qik.org  - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 

Free Swap and Sell 
 

If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 

sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

HAMFESTS  

                    

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  
  

 

2017  Officers 
 

 

President: 
Jeff Payne, KE8AME 

 

Vice President: 
Gregg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Treasurer: 
Paul Kidwell, W8PDK  

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Volunteer Examiner: 
Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

 

Instructor:  

Rod Leger, K1RQS 

 

Activities Manager: 
Rod Leger, K1RQS 

 

Public Relations: 
Gregg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ 

 

Web Master: 
Jon Larabee, KC8RUI 

webmaster@k8qik.org  

 

News Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.k8qik.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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December 7, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

 

At 7:30 p.m., Jeff, KE8AME called the meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Jeff asked for guests and Devon Marshall, KE8CVP was present. 
 

Jeff read the Audit report submitted which stated everything was in order.  The committee made a special point to 

thank Paul, W8PDK for the excellent job of having the information together for the audit.  Jeff also thanked the 

committee:  Ray, W8FLX and Kenny, KE8HBN and Jon, KC8RUI who was absent. 
 

There was one application for first review.   Devon Marshall, KE8CVP, Tech and James C. Mills, KE8IID, Tech. 

for regular member 2nd review. 
 

Officer Reports 

 
Secretary Report:  Mary Travis, KD8EEI  

Minutes of the November meeting were posted in the Ragchewer. Ray, W8FLX made a motion to accept the 

minutes with changes “Samuel, KT8TX and the establishment of an audit committee”. seconded by Robert, 

KC8PSW.  All in favor.   
 

Roll call taken tonight: 22 members in attendance with one guest, Devon Marshall.  

Brooks KD8XJ Kenny KE8HBN 

Dave WB9PXH Mary KD8EEI 

Diane KE8HLD Paul W8PDK 

Greg KD8SSJ Ray W8FLX 

Jack AE8P Robb KE8AMC 

Jedidiah KE8GEB Robert KC8PSW 

Jeff KE8AME Rod K1RQS 

Jim KE8IID Samuel KT8TX 

John W8OF Scott WD8IXO 

Jon KC8RUI Steve KD8JLA 

Jim KE8IID Timothy KE8EGE 

John W8OF Wayne KD8MGO 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Paul Kidwell, W8PDK 

Paul gave the treasurer’s report and John, W8OF made a motion to accept the report, seconded by Steve, KD8JLA.  

All in favor.   
 

VP Report:  Greg Desarkisian, KD8SSJ 

Greg stated today is Pearl Harbor Day and we should all thanks our veterans.  Greg also stated he has had 

expenses for toner and paper for his printer.  

David, WB9PXH made a motion for Greg to spend up to $100 for toner and paper needed for printer.  Motion 

seconded by Robert, KC8PSW.  All in favor. 
 

Trustee Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John reported he has renewed our license with the Ohio Area Repeater group for $20.   
  

 

December 7, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
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Committee Reports 

 
Webmaster:  Jon Larabee, KC8RUI 

Jon reported he has renewed our domain and it is good until 12/6/2019.  Jon explained he will be switching 

over to GSuite website on Saturday, Dec 9th.  He would prefer no one adds or deletes files on that day. 
  

Volunteer Examiner: Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

Robert reported they administered 2 technician and 2 general exams and one tech failed.  The others passed.  

Next testing session will be December 12 at 6:30 p.m. at the Red Cross. 
 

Monday Night Net 

12/11/17 Robert Northrup, KC8PSW 

12/18/17 Rod Leger, N1RQS 

12/25/17 No net 

01/01/18 no net 

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

No report. 
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Greg Desarkisian, KD8SSJ 

Greg reported he was contacted by Jeff Slaterly, who would like volunteers to work the Greater Ohio Bicycle 

Race which will be coming thru Fairfield County, June 21-22, 2018.  Start on the 16th and runs thru 23rd. 
 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

Scott asked for volunteers to do a short safety presentation.  It does not have to be ham related.  For instance, it 

could be something on winter safety and things you could do to prevent falls, etc.  Anyone interested, please let 

Scott know. 
 

Station Engineer:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John reported that the EMA Director had told him that the waterworks hill site is not feasible for the County 

MARCS system.  The club will not need to move anything.  The EMA Director also told John that he had a pole 

removed which had been a concern of the City because they were afraid it would come down in windstorm and 

knock out other communication. 

John further reported that we now have a working crossband repeater in the Buckeye Lake Region.  Matt 

donated duplexes and John donated antenna to set it up.  We will have hand held radio coverage in the Buckeye 

Lake region. 

John stated they would like to have 3 to 6 crossband repeaters completed in the next 2 or 3 years at places 

where we already have antennas (firehouses, etc.).  It will probably cost $150 per location to get the crossband 

repeaters set up.  Ray, W8FLX made a motion for John to spend $150 at each location in the next year or two to 

set up the crossband repeater and Jon, KC8RUI seconded.  All in favor.   

John reported that the antenna analyzer has been sent in and it will take up to 14 days for them to look at it and 

decide what is wrong.   
 

Activities Manager:  Rod Ledger, K1RQS 

Rod asked Diane to report.  Diane stated she has sent in all the information needed with the application for 

International Space Station.  We should have an answer by January 2018 if we will be selected.  There could be a 

year waiting list. 

Rod reviewed what the Builders Group had accomplished and he had samples to show. 

Rod also reviewed the Morse Code group and how their first meeting went. 

Rod reminded everyone of winter field day in January and someone suggested we call the location, Clarence 

Miller Campus for field day since the clubhouse is no longer our meeting place. 
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 Old Business:  

No old business. 

 

New Business: 
 

Jeff asked for a show of hands of those approving Juan (Tony) A Saucedo, K5ZUP for membership.  All in 

favor.  

Jeff asked for a show of hands of those approving James Mills, KE8IID from associate member to regular 

member.  All in favor. 

 

Greg asked Robb, KE8AMC if he would like to report on his Red Cross assignment in Puerto Rico.  Robb gave 

a detailed description of how the Red Cross and ARES people were assigned to help in Puerto Rico.  There were 

21 people assigned to ARRL to manage the needs in Puerto Rico.  Robb stated it was an eye opener to be assigned 

to work with the government of Puerto Rico.  We thank Robb for volunteering his time in Puerto Rico. 

 

Steve, KD8JLA made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ray, W8FLX.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  

 

Mary Travis, KD8EEI, Secretary 

 
  

** 
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Santa Net will run nightly at 7:30 PM Central through Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017.  

 

Pete Thomson (KE5GGY), of the 3916 Nets, commented on The 3916 Santa Net. He said, "Christmastime is our 

favorite time of the year on 3.916 MHz. We really enjoy being able to help young people experience both the 

magic of Christmas and the magic of amateur radio."  

 

Youngsters can talk to "Santa at The North Pole" via strategically placed relay stations who are responsible for 

https://www.qrz.com/db/KE5GGY
https://www.facebook.com/3916santanet/
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relaying in the voice of Santa. Thomson said that The Santa Net is a team effort that involves the efforts of a 

number of 3916 Net members. He said, "For over a decade, The Santa Net has connected kids from coast to coast 

with Santa Claus. With this amount of territory to cover, The Santa Net requires the efforts of a number or relay 

stations. Our relay stations do a super job and really enjoy bringing the spirit of Christmas to the amateur radio 

airwaves."  

 

Prenet check-ins are welcome each night starting at 7:15 PM central or on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/3916santanet/ Third party rules and regulations apply.  

 

The Santa Nets are presented annually by The 3916 Nets. The Rag Chew Crew, The Tailgaters and The 

Freewheelers are all amateur radio nets that meet on 3.916 MHz. For more information on the 3916 Nets, go to 

http://www.3916nets.com For more information on The Santa Net, email KE5GGY at Gmail dot com.  

  

Peter W. Thomson 

KE5GGY - AUBREY, TEXAS 

            KE5GGY, Nov 5, 2017  

 
** 

NEWS FROM YOUR ARRL 
 

** 
On-the-Air Competitions Just Ahead Embrace New and Classic 

Three times a year, the ARRL Rookie Roundup offers an opportunity for newly licensed amateurs, or anyone new 

to contesting, to compete only against their peers. The CW event takes place on December 17, 1800-2359 UTC. 

(SSB and RTTY events are in April and August, respectively.) Operators first licensed in 2018, 2017, or 2016 

qualify as rookies and send the year first licensed in the exchange. Those licensed before 2016 also can be rookies 

for 1 year, if they (1) made their first Amateur Radio contact during 2018, 2017, or 2016, or (2) if they've never 

made any contacts using the mode of the event (i.e., CW for the December contest) before the Rookie Roundup 

(send the current year in the exchange). 

 
** 

Slovenian Radio Amateurs Support Dispatch Communication Following Storm Damage 

Radio amateurs in central Slovenia activated on December 9 after heavy snowfall caused damage in the Zasavje 

region, affecting some 20,000 residents, Slovenian national EmComm Coordinator Tilen Cestnik, S56CT, reported 

this week. Power lines were down along with internet and telephone service. A lot of roads were also blocked due 

to fallen trees. 

A large part of the region's major town, Trbovlje, lost electrical power, 

including the 112 emergency call system (Slovenia's 911 system). Calls had to 

be transferred from the Zasavje region to the call/dispatch center in Ljubljana, 

and this increased the workload of the dispatchers on duty. 

A few hours after the breakdown, operators from the regional Emergency 

Communications group S50ATR (Trbovlje) organized to offer provide backup 

communication support between the call/dispatch centers in Trbovlje and 

Ljubljana, Cestnik said. "The centre in Trbovlje was very happy to accept the 

https://www.facebook.com/3916santanet/
https://www.facebook.com/3916santanet/
https://www.facebook.com/3916santanet/
http://www.3916nets.com/
http://www.3916nets.com/
http://www.3916nets.com/
http://forums.qrz.com/index.php?members/ke5ggy.223642/
http://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/3-916-santa-net-kicks-of-nov-24th.587150/
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
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help, so Matjaz, S57MK, and Roman, S56HVF, immediately went to Trbovlje with enough charged radios, and 

they provided Winlink through a connection to a local radio club which had a satellite internet connection and 

reliable electricity," Cestnik said. 

Communication via the local FM/DMR repeater system was established and 

served as a link between Trbovlje and Ljubljana. In Ljubljana the S50ALJ 

regional team also was activated to assist the 112 center there using the S55DHF 

FM/DMR wide-coverage repeater. 

"The Zasavje region is known for its mountainous terrain and difficult radio 

coverage," Cestnik said. "Amateur Radio provides three repeater locations in that 

region along with a packet radio node on a TV tower, satellite Internet at the radio 

club S59DOR in Trbovlje and, of course, HF with PACTOR, WINMOR, etc. for 

Winlink." 

Cestnik serves as the S5-region repeater manager at the national ham radio 

organization, ZRS. -- Thanks to Greg Mossop, G0DUB/IARU Region 1 

 

 

** 

 

January 2018 QST Debuts Fresh, New Design 
QST magazine is more than a century old, and with the major exception of color printing throughout the magazine 

starting in December 2000, it's remained mostly unchanged for the past couple of decades. Starting with the 

January 2018 issue of QST, now available to members in digital form, several noticeable changes are being made 

to the journal's format, design, and size. QST Editor and Publications Manager Steve Ford, WB8IMY, said member 

feedback over the last few years, has hinted at "significant shifts in media preferences within the Amateur Radio 

community." Extensive research undertaken late last year, "revealed an undeniable mandate for change," Ford said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tilen Cestnik, S56CT. 

https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=2a06ee1b-62e8-47fe-a67f-80a2ce937bb6
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From “ The Doctor is In” found in the November issue of the QST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** 

 

 

 

VOA MUSEUM EXTENDS HOURS—VOA Museum Trustee Gary West, K8DEV, reports the Voice of 

America Museum near Mason is now open each Saturday and Sunday from 1 until 4 pm.  Gary says the West Chester ARA has seven 

amateur stations from different eras on exhibit and each just waiting for an operator. 
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<< NETS >> 
 

DAYTON VA RADIO STATION—The Dayton, Ohio Veterans Hospital now has an 

amateur radio station for the use and enjoyment of our veterans who hold ham licenses during their stay 
or visit to the facility.  W8DVA took to the air January 3.  It will operate each weekday between 8 and 4 
and will try to be found on 7.26 or 14.26. Why not give a listen for them and thank the operator for his 
service? 

 

  

NET TO CHANGE TIME—Because of a conflict with a net in a neighboring county, the Scioto Valley ARC 

Sunday evening net is going to change its start time effective, December 17.  The new starting time for the 146.925 net will 

be 8 PM.  According to Net Manager David Thorpe, W8WMM, there will be no net on Christmas Eve. 

 

 TWO METER SSB NET—On Monday evenings at 8:30, Bob Mathews, K8TQK, calls a weak 

signal activity net on 144.252 SSB.  It’s not unusual for him to have check-ins from stations hundreds of 

miles away from his Ross County QTH overlooking the Paint Creek Valley. 

 

SOUNDS INTERESTING—Kentucky Six Shooters Net.  Wednesday evenings at 8 pm on 52.525.  

There is also a daily ragchew gathering on the same frequency starting at 7 and running until 9. 

 
75 METER ROUNDTABLE—John Sebert, N9LBW, invites all amateurs to join in the fun found on a 

daily roundtable on 3.952. He and Red Frashier, N8ZZZ, start the fun and games at 3 PM each afternoon.   

 

ANOTHER NEW NET- Northwest Ohio Regional Communications. The NORC NET is a voice net 

operating on 75 and 40 meters. The net will start on 3.915 +/- .  Then, when the 75 meter net is completed it will 

go to 7.215 +/- and see how it goes there.  

     The first Saturday of the month, Amateur Radio Operators are needed. Tune in TIME: 11:00 am (Tune up or 

down from 3.915 MHz to find the net) NORC Net is the backup communications system for all of the Northwest 

Ohio County Emergency Operation Centers. (EOC) 

 

2 METER SSB ACTIVITY NETS—With the coming down turn in HF propagation 

perhaps it’s the time to look at VHF/UHF activity to keep our interest up.  Because most new HF 

radios have six and often two meters and even the 440 band, it’s easier than ever to get on these 

bands. It’s been a while since some activity net information has appeared in the Monday Morning 

Memo, so here goes……………...Monday, 8;30 PM, 144.252 the K8TQK net from Bainbridge; 

Wednesday, 9 PM, 144.24 the WB9LYH net from Wisconsin and Thursday it’s the N9JBW net at 9 

PM on 144.22 from Chicago.  Thanks to Gary Poland, W8PU, and Bob Mathews, K8TQK, for 

providing this information. 
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Special Edition: Mouser's Best Tech Content in 2017 

 
http://www.mouser.com/news/methods/methods-best-of-2017.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=elq-17.1215-ezine-subscriber-

besttech2017-en&utm_source=eloqua&subid=8c2fc40570b54e32aac26f87d6568e67&utm_content=7130963 

 

 

FOR SALE—Jim Warner, KF4JNZ, has a nice Yaesu FT250R handheld for sale.  It comes with the original 

box, manual, charger, software and programming cable.  He is asking $125.  It is available for pick-up in 
Maysville, KY or shipping can be arranged for the extra cost.  He can be contacted at 606-584-2738 or at 
jwesarner@gmail.com. Ed Note:  Jim is one of the fellows that takes care of the Greater Mason 
County ARA website. 

 

NEWS FROM ROSS COUNTY—Scioto Valley ARC President Jesse Stanley, states the Club has 

recently returned their 52.230 MHz six-meter repeater to the air.  It has a 1 MHz offset.  Jess remembers the days 
when six-meters was the place to be in the Chillicothe area. With many newer rigs bearing the six-meter band, 
the Club would like to see the repeater have a reasonable amount of activity.  Dave is the net control for the new 
Sunday Evening 146.925 Net.  A big improvement has been noticed when he is on the Hillsboro 147.21 machine.  
Great going! 

** 

ANTENNA SALE—The Highland ARA is seeking a new home for a couple two meter antennas acquired 

from estates.  There is a standard Ringo and a Ringo Ranger.  Both antennas are in good physical condition and in use 

until the time the previous owners passed.  The Ringo is $35 and the Ranger is $60.  A package deal for both will be 

considered.  Contact W8KIW at 937-393-4951 or at jlevo@cinci.rr.com. 

 
FREE TO GOOD HAM HOMES—Tom Mongold, W8DLR, has several Tektronix oscilloscopes to 

give away to anyone interested in acquiring a scope. If interested in one or more, contact Tom at 
937-725-1835.  The scopes are for pick-up only in Wilmington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mouser.com/news/methods/methods-best-of-2017.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=elq-17.1215-ezine-subscriber-besttech2017-en&utm_source=eloqua&subid=8c2fc40570b54e32aac26f87d6568e67&utm_content=7130963
http://www.mouser.com/news/methods/methods-best-of-2017.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=elq-17.1215-ezine-subscriber-besttech2017-en&utm_source=eloqua&subid=8c2fc40570b54e32aac26f87d6568e67&utm_content=7130963
mailbox://C:/Users/Owner/AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profiles/50i07ux3.default/Mail/inbound.att-4.net/Inbox?number=5125
mailbox://C:/Users/Owner/AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profiles/50i07ux3.default/Mail/inbound.att-4.net/Inbox?number=5125
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As always, we want to thank the ARRL, QST, ARRL Ohio Section Manager and their 
contributors and also the Monday Morning Memo from Hillsboro, OH as well as the 

Scioto Valley ARC and Time Magazine  for sharing their input into our world of AMATEUR 

RADIO.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC  
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 
 

 

mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

