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The monthly newsletter of the Lancaster & Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club  
 

 
Club Meetings : 
1

st
 Thursday of every month 

at 7:30 PM at the clubhouse. 

 

 
 

Clubhouse Location: 
P. O. Box 3 
1611 Grandville Pike, 
LANCASTER, OH 43130 
Near Lancaster on State 

Route 37 North (Granville 

Pike) next to Beavers Field. 

Across from the Ohio 

University-Lancaster Branch 

campus. 
 

 
Nets: 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

147.03 MHz (+.6) 

146.70 MHz (-.6) Alt. Freq. 
 

 

 

 

Packet: 
BBS 145.53MHz 

K8QIK-1 BBS 

K8QIK-2: Ohio53 
 

 

 
 

Weather Spotter Net: 
146.76 Repeater with 123Hz 

tone Tuesday at 7:30 PM 

Alt frequency 147.24 MHz 

Thursday Night Radio Night 
Radio night is every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

(except the first Thursday which is the club 

monthly meeting).  Work a little HF, maybe 

build something?  How about a hot cup of 

coffee.  We’ll have them all waiting for you. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

-  

ARRL Membership 
When you join the ARRL, or renew your membership 

through the club, we retain $15 for each new membership 
OR lapsed membership (of two years or more), and we 

retain $2 for each renewal.  Please support our club, it 

doesn't cost any more.  Send or give all paperwork to 

Treasurer with your money. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

VE Test: 

VE test sessions are no longer scheduled. Call Allen 

KB8JLG (740) 654 – 8167 for details/or to schedule one. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

-  

Free Swap and Sell 
If you have anything ham radio related, you can swap it or 
sell it here.  List your items for free.  Give a price and 

how to contact you.  Send the list to 

Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG or Ragchewer Editor at 

ragchewer@sbcglobal.net   

 
 

 

HAMFESTS 
                     

 To find a convention or hamfest near 

you, click here 
       

   

Special Event Stations 
 

http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations  

 
  

 

2012-2013 Officers 
 

President: 
Charlie Snoke, N8KZN 

 

Vice President: 
Mark White, KD8IMT 

 

Treasurer: 
Ed Campbell Sr., WD8PGO 

 

Secretary: 
Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

 

Trustee: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Station Engineer: 
John Hilliard, W8OF 

 

Education: 
Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 
  

Activities Managers 
Sandy Snider, KD8FTX 
Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

 

Public Relations: 
Mark Urbine, KC8TUW 

 
 

Web Master: 
John, K9ULO & Carol Dolske 
webmaster@k8qik.org  

w 
 

Editor: 
Ralph Howes, W8BVH 
ragchewer@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

mailto:Webmaster@K8QIK.ORG
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
mailto:webmaster@k8qik.org
mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
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At 7:30 p.m. Charlie, N8KZN called the monthly meeting to order and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Patrick O’Connell, KD8TXI application was passed for 2nd reading and 1st reading Kenneth McCord, KD8URO; 

Dennis Robertson, KB8WR and Andrew Butler, KD8USF. 

 

We had two guests, David Jackson, KD8MOY and Andrew Butler, KD8USF. 

 

 

Officer Reports 
 

Secretary Report:  Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

Minutes of the April meeting were posted in the Ragchewer. Ray, W8FLX made a motion to accept minutes 

with change in wording on Bill Parker’s give away (Gary, W8GTS will send information to Mary to make the 

correction) “Upon program conclusion, a free 9 LED flashlight with batteries would be ‘awarded’, assuming less 

10 to 15 interested amateurs attend the session” ,and seconded by Gary, W8GTS.  All were in favor. 
 

Roll call taken tonight: 21 members in attendance and 2 guests. 
 

Andrew KD8USF John K9ULO 

Bob KI8JM Mark KC8TUW 

Brent KD8MGR Mark KD8IMT 

Charlie N8KZN Mary KD8EEI 

Connie N8LPC Mike WN8C 

Dave WB9PXH Paul KD8DDD 

Ed WD8PGO Ray W8FLX 

Gary W8GTS Steve KD8JLA 

Greg KD8SSJ Wayne KD8MGO 

Jack AE8P William KD8RNQ 

John W8OF   
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Campbell, Sr., WD8PGO 

Ed gave the treasurer’s report and motion made by Bob, KI8JM and seconded by Brent, KD8MGR to approve 

treasurer’s report.  All were in favor. 
 

VP Report:  Mark White, KD8IMT 

Nothing to report. 

 

Trustee Report:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

John thanked the following people for helping him install the new roof on our building on waterworks hill and 

work on antenna and repeaters:  Charlie, N8KZN; Brent, KD8MGR; Robert, KC8PSW; Steve, KD8JLA; Matt, 

KB8UVN and Greg, KD8SSJ.  

  

John gave a detailed summary of repeater expenses (complete report is on file with secretary).  The categories 

were as follows:  Repeater antenna repair/replacement ($500 funds approved) – expenses were $69.33; UHF 

repeater rebuild using Motorola Maxtrac, GM300 radio’s (funds approved $250) – expenses were $219.71; 147.03 

repeater voter system, four receiver sites – WW Hill, Firehouse #1, FMC and College View Estates in western part 

of the county.  8 channel voter donated by FMC $375.00 – expenses for this project projected  $343.86.  Total all 

projects $632.86 and funds approved $750. 

        June  6, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
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John said that Brent, KD8MGR had donated a brand new unused 8 bay VHF dipole array (cost new $2,200); 

200 ft. of underground flexible conduit ready for coax; a 12 VDC to 120 VAC inverter and three spools of 

telephone wire.  John recommends that once we get new antenna installed we auction off unused items.  Brent, 

KD8MGR made a motion that we allocate $200 to install new antenna and purchase items needed to complete the 

job; seconded by John, K9ULO.  All were in favor. 

 

Committee Reports 
 

Webmaster:  John (K9ULO) & Carol Dolske 

John reported he has some items to update for the website. 
 

Chairman Educational Committee: Allen Sellers, KB8JLG 

 Allen stated the technician class disbanded and was not completed.  As a result of this, he stated that he would 

not teach another class.  Allen wants all members to know that he will give tests when he is contacted.   

 

Monday Night Net 

June 10th   Brent Ludwick, KD8MGR, net only 

June 17th   John Dolske, K9ULO 

June 24th   John Lawson, W8AGS 

July 1st   Brent Ludwick, KD8MGR, net only 
 

 

Ragchewer:  Ralph Howes, W8BVH 

No report. 
 

Emergency Coordinator:  Ed Campbell, WD8PGO 

Ed reported he needs volunteers for Tour de Cause and could use some additional workers for the Lancaster 

Festival.   
 

Safety:  Scott Snoke, WD8IXO 

Absent, no report. 
 

Station Engineer:  John Hilliard, W8OF 

Items covered under Trustee. 
 

Activities Co-Managers: Sandy Snider, KD8FTX and Connie Snoke, N8LPC 

Charlie reported there would be no food for radio nights until after Labor Day.  Mary will send an email to all 

members advising there will be no food. 
 

 Old Business: 

Ed reported that he was able to get Quick Books thru Tech Soup, which was recommended by Ralph, W8BVN 

after the close of our May meeting.  Ed purchased it and installed on his computer for $42.  Ed’s CPA is getting 

Quick Books set up for him to use. 
 

New Business: 

Charlie asked if members wanted to not have a meeting in July since our meeting night falls on 4
th

 of July.  All 

members were in agreement.  

 

Bob, KI8JM made a motion to suspend the second reading of new applications passed for 1
st
 reading and vote 

on their applications this evening since we were not having a July meeting.  John, K9ULO seconded.  All were in 

favor. 

 

Charlie asked for show of hands to approve Andrew Butler, KD8USF.  All were in favor. 
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Charlie asked for show of hands to approve Dennis Robertson, KB8WR.  All were in favor. 

 

Charlie asked for show of hands to approve Kenneth McCord, KD8URO.  All were in favor. 

 

Charlie asked for show of hands to approve Patrick O’Connell, KD8TXI.  All were in favor.  Patrick has not 

paid his dues and membership packet will not be sent until his dues are paid. 

 

Charlie asked for volunteers for 4
th

 of July parade:  Gary & Sandy Snider, Charlie & Connie, Mark Urbine & 

friend Dan Weiland, Paul Freshour, David Nowocin, and Mary Travis all volunteered. 

 

John, K9ULO reminded everyone that field day set up would begin at 8:30 a.m. on June 22
nd

.  

 

Mary was asked to send a reminder email to members prior to Bill Parker’s presentation on July 11
th
 asking for 

members to reply if they were going to attend.  Charlie will purchase pizza for this event. 

 

Bob, KI8JM made a motion to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mary Travis, KD8EEI 

Secretary 

 

 

<> 
 

 

11 JULY PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT: 
  

Some of you may remember Bill Parker, W8DMR. He has been to our club house before with a 
presentation on antenna’s, and quite knowledgeable. He is an author of several antenna articles. Bill  is 
a good friend of ‘ham radio’ and our club. I hope you all can come to this presentation on July 11, 2013 
@ 7:00pm. For those who do not know him, this is a great opportunity to meet a real gentleman and for 
those who do know him, this is a wonderful time to refresh friendships. 
 
Bill Parker, W8DMR, has learned how & why a white light emitting diode (LED) performs. Hence, he 
compiled a ~50 minute program of what  'MAGIC' an LED needs in order to radiate light more-white-
than-not. LED capable of emitting light of color is mentioned only for comparison.    
  

MAGIC? Certainly not, but there's more to an LED than meets the eye. Bill doesn't sell LED nor 
represent LED manufacturer's products.      
  

The program will introduce all LFARC members to the `bright' revolution occurring in lighting. Why did it 
take decades before a white light emitting diode evolved? Especially, why so long after the lengthy 
availability of LEDs of color? The delay was Bill's motivation to learn more. 
  

Bill will provide meeting attendees with a free 9-LED flashlight with 3-AAA batteries upon conclusion 
of his 'show & tell' type program.  
  

Plan ahead and don't miss this one! 
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Don’t forget to check out the Scioto Valley Amateur Radio Club information…… 
Scioto Valley Amateur Radio Club 

Waverly, OH 
Website: www.qsl.net/w8bap/SVARC.html/ 

Newsletters: www.w8bapdstar.info/library/SVARC%20News 

 

 

 

<> 
 

Bits and Pieces 
Allen Sellers KB8JLG 

(740) 654 – 8167 

 
Roy Ulko KG8EK (from Circleville) has several Packet TNC units that he will sell at a low price to be rid of them. 

I do not know any further details as he mentioned this at the Dayton hamfest. Give me a call, if you are interested, 

and I will give you his phone number and email URL. 

 

Field day is coming soon; June 22/23 - 1800UTC (2PM EDT) 10 2059 UTC (4:59EDT). At this time I do not 

know details. I would like to remind folks how happy I am with the Harbor Freight, $90, 900 watt, QUIET 

generator I used eight days during last Junes power outage. The $90 price is a very common discount coupon deal. 

Be sure to read EHAM.NET's dozens of reviews for tips on using it. 

 

Recently I lost my internet connection due to Internet Explorer automatically trying to update to Version Nine and 

failing. The folks at TCR on Ety Road said this is common and Version Ten is on the way... So I installed the free 

Firefox browser and I am very happy with it. I should have done this long ago. It automatically asked if I wanted to 

transfer my "Favorite bookmarks" and made the update flawlessly. I did have to over-ride a security warning for 

one of my banking links but this was not difficult.  

 

The Dayton hamfest was OK but I may not go again. I covered two thirds of the flea market from 8AM till 3PM. 

During the morning rain I went inside and talked to interesting vendors and acquaintances... Bill Kelsey from 

KANGA (Findlay, OH), Nancy Kott from FISTS,  ARRL VEC folks and FOLLROD Sales from Fort Wayne, IN 

(Wise Survival Food and Birkey Water Purifiers). There were very few books and I only bought a crystal calibrator 

and replacement rubber duck antenna for my handheld (all at $1 each).   

 

 

<> 

 
For your information………………… 

Ralph, W8BVH 

 
I know most of you have a computer and most of you do use your amateur radio’s and 
associated gear. I wanted to share a website that may be of interest to you all. I have 
used it for about 4 years and thoroughly enjoy the exchange of information. We call it 
joining a reflector specific to our particular radio, tuner, amplifier ect. Here is the web site 
that will allow you to choose which site you want to join. It also has an explaination of 
what the interest is of that particular reflector.  http:mailman.qth.net/mailman/listinfo . 

 

 

 

http://www.qsl.net/w8bap/SVARC.html/
http://www.w8bapdstar.info/library/SVARC%20News/
http://mailman.qth.net/mailman/listinfo
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As Field Day weekend draws near, Ohio Governor John R. Kasich has signed a Resolution, declaring that 

June 22 and 23, 2013 be recognized as "Amateur Radio Operator Appreciation Days" throughout Ohio. 

 

The Ohio Section website (www.arrl-ohio.org) has links on the main page to a PDF of the Resolution 

document, as well as a sample news release your club can send to the local news media. 

 

My thanks for State Government Liaison Nick Pittner, K8NAP for heading up the project with the 

Governor's office for this recognition for all Ohio Amateur Radio Operators. 

 

73, 

 

Frank Piper, KI8GW 

 
<> 

 
A BIG THANK YOU FROM ALL OF US AT THE LANCASTER HAM CLUB 

(information supplied by John (W80F) 

Here are several pictures taken at the 147.03 repeater site at WW Hill on Saturday 6/8/2013. John, W8OF, our 

station Engineer, and his crew replaced the repeater antenna with a new one that was donated. The following Club 

Members helped: Kd8jla Steve, kd8mgr Brent, 

kd8ssj Greg, kb8cmw Paul, kb8uvn Matt and 

w8of John. They arrived at 9 am and didn't 

leave until 9:30 pm. Long day! Steve 

brought back pizza! They replaced the old 2 

meter antenna and retuned the four 6 meter bay 

antennas for the new 6 meter repeater. Matt 

kb8uvn did all the tower climbing. This should 

take care of the noise we have been having on 

the 2 meter repeater. Work all done !! 

 
 
 Matt, kb8uvn, working at the top of 
the tower changing our 2 meter 
antenna.               ======= 
 
 
 
 

http://www.arrl-ohio.org/
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<==== Our 
donated new 2 
meter dipole. 
Very nice gift to 
the club. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                  /\ 
                  II  
(Supervisor) Steve, kd8jla  with  Greg’s, 
kd8ssj’s  pooch. (or maybe a 
sunbather??) 

 
 
<==Brent, kc8mgr, Paul, kc8cmw and    
Greg, kd8ssj. Work crew. 
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==Matt, kb8uvn atop the tower. Replacement 

antenna is top right. 
 
 (Wonder if  I could fly from here???) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

===================================<>================================= 

Super Walk-a-thon Portable Radio 
Harold Melton, KV5R 

Let's face it: (1) HT batteries are way too expensive; (2) they never last long enough -- especially for big events 

like disasters and walk-a-thons; and (3) H-T antennas don't work very well. If you have ever been involved in 

serious portable operation, you know the need for more power and better antennas. 

I'll assume you have an H-T that can run directly on 12 volts and the appropriate fused DC power cord and remote 

speaker-mike. 

First, let's add a serious battery. A 7 amp-hour sealed lead-acid gel 

battery is just the ticket -- giving the power capacity of 15-20 typical 

H-T packs. This one was $19.95 at a farm supply store (used in deer 

feeders). It weighs about 10 pounds.,  

How to recharge the battery: Don't waste big bux on a fancy float 

charger. A 12-v 500ma wall-wart with alligator clips ($15 or junk-box) is 

all you need. If you run the battery way down, charging might overheat 

the wart. Be careful and check it. 

This battery can also run a full 100-watt HF rig for a little while if 

needed -- not to mention a head-mounted light -- but don't expect to use it to completely replace a 180-220 amp-

hour deep-cycle marine battery for HF/NVIS deployment. This battery was chosen to run a 5-6 watt rig and be 

carried on the belt. 

Hard to see: the battery terminals are male blade connectors. Get the female connectors and solder them to your 

power cord. Push them on and insulate them with black and red tape. Use 2″ clear packing tape to secure the fuses 

to the top of the battery.                 

(CONT’D) 
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Now we need a comfortable way to carry the little lead-acid-gel battery and the H-T. A $9 fanny pack from the 

local sporting goods store does the trick. Make sure to get one that will hold both the battery and the radio, but 

without too much slop. Another idea is the fly fisherman's vest. 

<> 

 

ANTENNA PROJECT IDEA 

Jack, AE8P 

You can make a make a simple dipole antenna into a multi-band antenna by adding an additional set of elements 

for the band you want to operate. A couple of years ago, I added 30m elements to my 40m dipole and now it works 

on both 40m and 30m. The reason this works is that when operating 40m, the 30m elements present a relatively 

high impedance, while the 40m elements a relatively low impedance. RF current, like any kind of electrical current 

will take the path of least resistance. 

 

As shown below, the 

30m elements hang 

down below the 40m 

elements. If you space 

the elements close to 

one another, you may 

have to tweak the 

lengths of the elements 

for the best SWR. In 

my case, that wasn't a problem. 

 

If two bands is good, why not four or five? Yes, you can do that. You can add as many bands as you have space 

and wire for. 

<> 

Raising awareness in India and Ghana 
Dan KB6NU 

Here are a couple of recent news items about efforts to increase the awareness of amateur radio and the number of 

amateur radio operators overseas. These efforts are definitely something that we should individually and as 

members of the ARRL support…..Dan 

. The Indian Institute of Hams is seeking to expand its base of amateur radio users, especially targeting youths, 

which it believes will help during times of emergency. The institute on Sunday began its awareness drive in 

association with the Institution of Engineers (India). Later in the month, it will hold a two-day workshop wherein 

new members who want to experiment with ham radio will be trained and recruited as ham radio enthusiasts. 

 
The first Amateur Radio Administration course, aimed at bringing together operators, industry experts and other 

relevant bodies to exchange experiences and best practices in the field, is underway in Accra. The weeklong 

workshop is being organised by the National Communication Authority (NCA) in partnership with the 

International Telecommunication Union and the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU). 

With permission from Dan, KB6NU.  http://www.kb6nu.com 

 

http://www.kb6nu.com/author/dan-kb6nu/
http://www.kb6nu.com/
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Hamvention Corner 
Isaac, KD8SYM 

 
         The Dayton Hamvention, a three day event. There is something there for everyone! 

The Dayton Hamvention was started back in 1938 by the Dayton Amateur Radio Club and has been just as 

spectacular ever since, which is a long time considering that this is the 75th 

anniversary!  They say it is the largest gathering of hams in the world. But don’t 

take my word for it, go and find out for yourself.  Whatever you do, don’t 

confuse Dayton with Dayton, if you haven’t noticed, there is a Dayton, CT. 

Hamfest at the same time as the Dayton we all know and love. 

 The first place I stopped was inside Hara Arena, the current  location of 

Dayton Hamvention. This is where I checked out all of the major 

manufacturer’s booths.  Many people say that “The book is always better than 

the movie,” but in this case, Dayton is way better than the catalogue.  For a 

new-comer like me, it is hard to keep moving. Booths like that of Kenwood and 

U.S. Towers are very captivating. Seeing the latest in customizable technology 

not only at the Kenwood booth but also Ten-Tec is huge, and the collapsing 

array at U.S. Towers is amazing.  But you not only get to see them, you also get 

to try them out!!  This year something special that they did was 

launching a weather balloon with a portable video transmitter, 

Tons of fun. 

 The outside is just as cool; the flea market not only lets 

you step back in time but also around the globe.  Collections of 

Tubes and Switches, Crystals and V.F.O.’s dominate with 

Handy-Talkies taking up the rear.  With so much to see, it is a 

good idea to pack water, and a hat! Just ask Ralph,W8BVH.  

The highlight of my flea market experience was being able to 

listen to an old Thomas Edison Cylinder Phonograph.  For the 

military enthusiast, they have tons of old surplus equipment at 

great prices.  

 Stepping back inside you can go thru again, visit the 

ARRL expo, do hands on experiments or read some of the 

modern handbooks and instructional materials. You might even meet Mr. West!  Continue further to find the 

Foreign Radio Leagues or put a name to a face. Perhaps you’ve met them on the air but not formally; well Dayton 

is your chance.  As well as being able to buy everything under the sun, you can collect the multitude of freebies, 

but get in line ahead of my sister, she cleans ‘em out! 

 Being able to have a good time with like minded people (Ham or not) is what Dayton is all about, and I 

applaud them for that. One thing is for sure, “Every amateur should go at least once!” 

 

<> 

                                
Editor’s note………….. I believe Isaac is our youngest active HAM and he has been 
licensed less than a year. This was his first visit to Dayton Hamvention and he offered to 
write a piece about his visit. He wrote this by himself. I think that we all can thank you, 
Isaac, for your willingness to step up and help out. Keep up the good works. 
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A good, non-technical antenna book 

 Allen Sellers KB8JLG 

 

The ARRL's SIMPLE AND FUN ANTENNAS FOR HAMS (about $23) by well known writers Chuck 

Hutchinson K8CH and Dean Straw N6BV is surprisingly complete and well written for new hams. When I first 

read it I was disappointed at the organization; there is no index so its hard to find information about a specific 

antenna. Because it is interesting to read, you can look at it for casual enjoyment and go back for details once you 

have a need for specific information. 

 

The articles are reprints of ARRL, CQ and RSGB magazines with plenty of construction details and anecdotal 

effectiveness reports. The book is arranged by chapters and by reading the sixteen titles you can narrow the search 

for suitable articles. Since these are “how-to” articles there is plenty of information on antenna “launchers”, 

supports (including trees), masts (A-frame and PVC tubing) and coaxial cable.  

 

I was hoping to find reprints of N3SDO's J-pole fed 2M beam and WB0CMT's Dipole fed 2M beam but there is a 

2M Moxon design included that looks easy to built, although the many PVC fittings may be a little expensive. 

With little theory explaining how the antennas work you just follow directions with the expectation of satisfactory 
<> 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lancaster-Fairfield County ARC 
P.O. Box 3  
Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
Email: ragchewer@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.k8qik.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well that’s about all for this month. Hope you get some use out of the articles and have 

been inspired to participate more in all of the club activities.  May you all  give your 

favorite person a big hug and tell them that you love them!!!!!! 

mailto:ragchewer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracech.com/

